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THE DIRECTORS’ STATEMENT 

The Academy has an agreed admission limit for the coming academic year 2016/17 for Year 7 of 165 
students.  

THE ACADEMY IS FULL: There are currently 1081 students on roll for Years 7 – 13; 264 of whom are in the 
Sixth Form. 

As an Academy, our Funding Agreement allows for 165 students for each of the year groups. Most Year 
Groups already have more students than this figure as a result of the statutory requirement to admit students 
under the Wolverhampton Fair Access Protocol for Hard-to-Place students, New Arrivals to the City as well 

as a very small number of successful overwhelming Mid-term applications. These Year Groups therefore in 
the Academy have more students on roll than the agreed admission limit in place at the time of admission. 

In preparation for our involvement in the Building Schools for the Future programme, Directors increased the 
intake for Year 7 in September 2011 to 165. In the last fifteen years, there have been increases in floor space 
areas as a result of: 

 The provision of a large Sports Arena built in 2000 

 Two new science laboratories built in 2001 to facilitate a new curriculum model  

 A re-modelling programme to improve the teaching of Art and provide curriculum space for the 
delivery of ICT 

 Replacing temporary rooms for Sixth Form study and providing appropriate accommodation for 
the delivery of Music in 2014. 

There has been no other increase in teaching and learning spaces at S.Peter’s. Indeed, in order to meet 
our current curricular obligations, we have now had to purchase temporary classrooms to accommodate 

existing students. The pressure on accommodation therefore is a critical factor with regard to appeals. 
This is highlighted further in accommodating the following curricular activities or provision:- 

Accommodation for Worship  Designated areas are already full to capacity and whole academy worship is an 
essential factor of the spiritual life at S.Peter’s. 

Practical Subjects------------- For Health and Safety reasons, it is essential that group size in workshops and 
laboratories is appropriate to the facilities available. Curriculum organisation and 
specialist facilities are designed to cater for the numbers admitted and no more. 

Class Sizes -------------------- Our class sizes are already significantly larger than we would wish. Staff and 
parents would undoubtedly be justified in stating that to increase this would be 
prejudicial to the educational opportunities of those students already admitted to 
the academy. 

In the light of the above, Directors cannot prejudice the entitlement of existing students by exceeding the 
standard number for admission. 

Evidence that has been considered 

 The Directors have offered places to the 165 families who, on the evidence presented at the time the 
application was given consideration, best satisfied the agreed criteria.  

 Families are encouraged to submit all relevant documents for full consideration by the Directors at the 
time the application is made. By the time the formal appeals are heard, there could be no substantive 
reason why any new evidence should come forward at that stage; after all, we cannot withdraw the offer 
of a place to accommodate an application where further evidence is presented at a very late stage.  

 To admit additional students would prejudice the education, welfare and safety of all of them  

We go to considerable lengths to ensure that families genuinely interested in a place obtain maximum 
information about the academy from the start - e.g. via an Open Evening, advertisements, the School 
Brochure and website pages.  

The Academy must be able to exercise a role as a caring Christian community 

S.Peter’s is very proud of its high standards coupled with its caring Christian ethos. It is only possible to 
maintain this because the staff are providing a level of commitment far beyond what could be considered as 
reasonable. Neither appellants nor the Panel should look at Category D [Pastoral Places] and assume that 
S.Peter’s has only offered places to fifteen families in pastoral need. The 15 places offered under Category D 
are to families who would otherwise find that their application may not have been sufficiently strong to gain a 
place under other criteria. The panel will appreciate, we hope, that places have been offered to two children 
who have an Education, Heath and Care Plan – formerly a Statement of Special Educational Needs and two 
Looked After Children. Directors also offered places to students with other special requirements, although 
these offers may not have been made under Category D, but under another category based upon the 
strength of the commitment demonstrated to their particular faith community.  
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Many families, for example, have based their application on more than one criterion. e.g. Categories A and D 
and have been offered a place under Category A. The Directors are deliberately addressing what we perceive 
to be our Christian responsibility. However, resourced as we are, if we take on too many such individual 
cases, we fail them all. In recent years there has been a reluctant acceptance by the Directors that a number 
of appeals will be successful and requests are made every year for the numbers of successful appeals to be 
kept to a minimum. This is particularly pertinent as Directors increased the number of places available in 
Year 7 from 2011. The academy resources are presently stretched to the ultimate limit and we urge that no 
appeal is successful. 

In conclusion, the Directors take the view that we have done all that we can. Given that we are very heavily 
oversubscribed, no matter how the applications are considered, a lot of families will be disappointed, 
including many who fulfil the criteria to a reasonable extent. We ask the Appeal Panel to defend the pastoral 
needs and educational chances of the children already admitted to the Academy, and reject all appeals.  

The Legal Position 

Parents have the right, by law, to express a preference as to the School/Academy at which they wish their 
child to be educated. When that preference is S.Peter’s School, the Board of Directors of the Academy is 
pleased to offer a place provided that;- 

(a) Compliance with the preference would not prejudice the provision of efficient education or the efficient 
use of resources,  or 

(b) Compliance with the preference would be compatible with arrangements made between the             
Directors and the Local Authority [L.A.] in respect of the admission of students to the Academy. 

The Agreement Between The Academy Trust and the Secretary of State 

The admission limit for S.Peter’s is fixed by agreement The Academy Trust and the Secretary of State. The 
limit for new admissions into Year 7 is 165.  

How Students Are Selected In The Case Of Oversubscription 

Whilst the Directors are pleased that so many parents should wish to send their children to the Academy, 
sadly there are not enough places available. Having agreed an Admission Limit of 165 places, the Directors 
do not have the power to exceed this number, unless directed by the Education Appeal Panel to do so. 
Therefore, faced this year, with 441 Supporting Evidence Forms submitted on time, the Directors had to 
assess each application in the light of the admission criteria [as set out below]. Difficult decisions were 
therefore taken and inevitably many families were disappointed. 

In October 2014, parents received an explanatory note entitled “Arrangements for Admission of Students in 
September 2015”. Under the heading `Policy to be followed on deciding Admissions’ the following criteria for 
selecting students to be admitted to the Academy were set out;- 
 
“S.Peter's Collegiate School is a Church of England Academy which exists primarily to meet the needs of 
Church of England parents who wish their children to be educated by a system which introduces the student to 
an understanding of life based on the Christian faith as taught by the Church of England. In addition, the school 
seeks to promote Christian education in the wider community, especially through the work within the 
Wolverhampton Schools’ Partnership and our partnership with the Church of England Primary Schools. As a 
comprehensive school the Directors admit children residing in Wolverhampton and its environs without 
reference to ability or aptitude. 

There are no fees or charges related to the admission to the school; contributions to school funds or to off-site 
visits are not mandatory. 

 

 

ADMISSIONS CRITERIA 2016 

Directors will offer 165 places each academic year. 

Any child with a Statement of Special Educational Need, for whom S.Peter’s Collegiate School is named in the 
schedule as the most appropriate school to meet those needs, takes priority and will automatically receive a 
place. This will affect the number of places available to non-statemented children. 
 
If more than 165 applications are received, places will be offered in accordance with the following categories. 
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CATEGORY A: FOUNDATION PLACES 

 Criterion: Up to 95 places will be offered to children of practising Church of England families.  

 
Written confirmed evidence of the family’s commitment to its place of worship and clergy reference[s], will be 
required at the time of application. 

 

CATEGORY B: GOVERNORS’ PLACES 

 Criterion: Up to 30 places will be offered to children of practising Christian families of a recognised 

denomination other than the Church of England.  

Written confirmed evidence of the family’s commitment to its place of worship and faith leader’s reference[s], will 
be required at the time of application.  

 

CATEGORY C:  FAITH COMMUNITY PLACES 

 Criterion: Up to 25 places will be offered to children of families who are actively involved in the worshipping 

life and work of any recognised faith community.  

Written confirmed evidence of the family’s commitment to their place of worship and faith leader’s reference[s], will 
be required at the time of application 

 

CATEGORY D: PASTORAL PLACES 

 Criterion: Up to 15 places will be offered to children of families/carers of any recognised faith community 

who must provide evidence, on/with the Supporting Evidence Form, of particular educational, social or 

medical needs which can be met especially well within the caring Christian environment of S.Peter’s 

School.  
 
Applicants must provide evidence of the help currently being received from the Church of England, other 
recognised faith communities, or other appropriate support groups in meeting those needs. Written confirmed 

evidence of the family’s commitment to its place of worship and the support they receive and faith leader’s 
reference will be required at the time of application. 

 

CATEGORY E: OTHER PLACES 

 If any of the above categories is undersubscribed, the Directors will reconsider applications not initially allocated a 
place. Consideration will be given in the first instance to those applications submitted under Category A 
[Foundation Places] and then those submitted under Category B [Governors’ Places]. 

 

 

OVERSUBSCRIPTION CRITERIA 
 

For each category, if there are more applications which fully meet each criterion than there are places 
available then places will be allocated according to the following oversubscription criteria. These are stated in 
order of priority: See ‘Glossary of Terms’ below for explanations and definitions.  
   
(i) Looked After Children/Previously Looked After Children. This MUST be confirmed at the time 

the application is made. 

(ii) The strength of the family’s commitment to their place of worship as measured by the number of 
years,  frequency of attendance and the involvement in activities associated with that place of 
worship. 

(iii) Children who will have a sibling attending the school at the time of application as well as at the time 
of admission and who joined the school before Sixth Form level          

(iv) Children currently attending a Church of England School. 

(v) The nearness of the home to the school. The distance measured in a straight line from the threshold 
of the normal weekday place of residence of the child to the nearest public access of Compton Park 
Campus. 
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Glossary of Terms 

Recognised Denomination / Recognised Faith Community 

A ‘recognised denomination’ or ‘recognised faith community’ is one which is in membership with or affiliated to 
Churches Together in Britain and Ireland, and/or The Wolverhampton Inter Faith and Regeneration Network 
and/or the Wolverhampton NET Church affiliated to the Evangelical Alliance or equivalent for their area. This 
must be affirmed by the Faith Leader on the Supporting Evidence Form. 

Looked After Child / Child in Care 

A ‘Looked After Child’ or a ‘Child In Care’ is a child who is looked after by a local authority as defined in Section 
22 of the Children Act 1989. Evidence, e.g. evidence from the Placement Authority, must be provided with the 
Supporting Evidence Form. 

Previously Looked After Children 

Previously Looked After Children are children who were looked after, but ceased to be so because they were 
adopted (or became subject to a residence order or special guardianship order.) 

Strength of Commitment  

This is measured by the following priorities 
 1] the number of years the family has been worshipping, 
 2] the frequency of worship, 
 3] involvement in the activities associated with the place of worship  

Family 

The ’family’ means the family unit as presented to the Directors on the Supporting Evidence Form. 

Sibling  

For Admission purposes, a ‘sibling’ is a child who resides at the same address as the child for whom a place is 
being sought and is one of the following 

 Brother/sister 

 Half brother/sister      i.e. share one parent 

 Stepbrother/sister      i.e. related by marriage 

 Any child for whom it can be demonstrated that s/he is residing permanently at the same address [e.g. 
under the terms of a residence order] 

Directors recognise that other family circumstances may exist and they will give consideration to other children/ 
family groups as declared on the Supporting Evidence Form. 

Multiple Births  

In the event that there is an insufficient number of places to allocate to twins, triplets etc., a decision will be 
made as to which child[ren] the place[s] is/are to be allocated. In this situation a place or places will be allocated 
by lot.  

Normal Weekday Residence 

This is determined as the address where the child lives for the majority of the school week. Parents may be 
requested to supply documentary evidence to support the address used for the application.  

 
S. Bowden 

Chair of Board of Directors 
On behalf of S.Peter’s Collegiate Church of England Academy Trust 

March 2016 


