
  

  

  

On Saturday 23 November took a trip to the Worldskills 

show at Birmingham NEC. As always a brilliant event to 

inspire students, with major employers, loads of hands 

on activities, apprenticeship competitions, and careers 

advice. Y11 who attended took away lots of 

information and ideas for future progression. 

Y11 students had the 

chance to see behind the 

scenes at Sports Direct Head 

Office, as the Nike Academy 

hosted our annual Careers Day in 

October. The day was an opportunity 

for students to learn how to apply 

to college/6th form, how to prepare for 

interviews, and also to have a tour of the 

Sports Direct warehouse and head office. It 

was fascinating to see the technology behind 

the warehouse operations, and to have a sneak 

preview of clothing lines that will not appear in 

the shops until next year. Also as part of the day 

students took part in taster sessions to support their 

post-16 decisions – tasters were offered by Chesterfield 

College, West Notts College, and Sports Direct.  

Along with Careers Evening which was the best attended 

yet, students have had information and support to start 

making applications for post-16 opportunities. Please contact 

Tracy Horton at the Academy if you need any further help. 



 

  

  

  
After filling in application forms for various roles, all 
of our Y10 students received a mock interview from 
one of our business partners.  

Local employers and providers gave up their time to 
come into the academy and conduct the mock 
interviews which are an invaluable experience for 
all of them as they begin to think about their post 
16 and career options. 

An enormous thank you to everyone who has given 
up their time to support. 

Year 9 worked well with employers and alumni to build 
their employability skills for the Y9 Enterprise Day. 
Woodhead Construction mentored the winning group 
after a series of challenges throughout the day.  



 

 

 

 

Another Y9 group attended a Sparks lecture at 
Chesterfield College by Flow Adepoju, BSc (Hons) 
Cosmetic Science graduate, entrepreneur and 
founder of cult beauty brand MDMflow. 
Flow gave a fascinating talk about her interest in 
cosmetics and the growth of her business, then 
students got the chance to use their own science 
skills to create their own 
soap product. 

During recent STEM activities, Y9 took part in IRail workshops in school, 
exploring the wide range of careers available in the Rail Industry – one 
of the largest employment sectors in the East Midlands. The most 
popular session was the ‘blindfold robot challenge’ which tested 
students’ communication skills. The next day a team of 3 Y9 
students represented the Academy at the Derbyshire IRail 
event, hosted at Pride Park Stadium in Derby. The day 
involved a visit to Network Rail and a team challenge – 
to build a model bridge that would hold a model 
train for 30 seconds. Our team’s design had the 
strength to hold the train for 1 minute 30 
seconds, but unfortunately tough competition on 
the day meant they just lost out on the big prize. 

Ricky Munday is an adventurer & aid worker, 
with experience of organising, leading and 
completing expeditions on six continents. Ricky 
achieved his lifelong ambition of scaling mount 
Everest but says he won’t be hurrying back soon. 
He spent the morning in school recently giving 
our Y10 and Y11 students an inspiring talk about 
overcoming difficulties and not giving up when 
things get tough. 


