
KS3 Skills Acquisition and Progression Grid 

Year 7 

 Technical Accuracy Skills Composition and Effect Skills Reading Skills Speaking and 
Listening Skills 

Assessment Tasks 

Autumn 1 
Transition 
Booster Unit 

 write in simple and 
compound sentences using 
capital letters and full stops 
correctly 

 Understand how co-
ordinating conjunctions 
construct a compound 
sentence and the distinction 
between this and a list 
(FANBOYS) 

 Understand what co-
ordinating conjunctions are 
and how to use them 
(ISAWAWABUB) 

 begin a sentence with a 
fronted adverbial, using a 
commas correctly (ISPACE) 

 use commas for a list  

 embed a clause  

 Use a range of punctuation at 
the appropriate level 

 Spellings to be set for 
homework at the appropriate 
level for the class from KS3 
bank, which should be 
practised as homework 

 Shows planning and 
redrafting skills 

 Writing in paragraphs 

 fronted adverbials to link 
paragraphs 

 Structural awareness – 
appropriate beginning, 
middle and end and 
appropriate amount of 
detail.  

 

 Comprehension 
questions that are 
supported with 
evidence from the text 

 Explanations of 
inferences within the 
chosen evidence 

 Students should read 
aloud to the class and 
independently 

 Accelerated Reader 
should be completes 
ad homework 

 

 Paired talk, 
Think, Pair, 
Share 

 Use of 
sentence 
strands for 
discussion 

Baseline writing 
test:  writing to 
describe – landscape 
 
A variety of reading 
responses that use 
evidence to support 
points and which 
explains inferences 
 
 
Autobiographical 
writing 
 

Autumn 2 
Class Reader 
– reading and 
writing focus 

 Revision of any skills not fully 
embedded in half-term one 

 Use relative clauses within 
writing and punctuate them 
accurately (who, which, 
where, when) 

 Subordinate clauses and how 
to punctuate them accurately 
(ISPACE) 

 Use embedded clauses 
(including relative) and 
punctuate them accurately, 
including parenthesis. 

 How to employ a variety of 
different punctuation marks 
for increased expression 
within a text (including 
exclamation and question 
marks, colons and semi-
colons) – VCOP pyramid 

 Punctuate speech accurately 

 Use the active and passive 
voice 

 Use apostrophes accurately 
for contraction, possession 
and plural possession 

 Spellings to be set for 
homework at the appropriate 
level for the class from KS3 
bank, which should be 
practised as homework 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Shows planning and 

redrafting skills 

 Shows awareness of 

purpose, audience, 

formality and tone 

 Shows awareness of 

structural organisation, 

such as shape, paragraphs 

and cohesive devices, 

including fronted 

adverbials to link ideas. 

 Produce writing that 
includes the conscious 
choices of adjectives, 
verbs, emotive language 
and the mnemonic of 
DAFOREST. 

 

 Comprehension 
questions that are 
supported with 
evidence from the text 

 Explanations of 
inferences within the 
chosen evidence 

 Explanations of the 
way in which a text is 
structured to 
assist/build meaning 
or effects, including 
coverage of beginning, 
middle and end and 
chronological and non-
chronological order. 

 Identification and 
explanation of 
language devices 
including these word-
classes and literary 
devices:  adjectives, 
verbs, emotive 
language and the 
mnemonic of 
DAFOREST. 

 Accelerated Reader 
should be completes 
ad homework 

 

 Paired talk, 
Think, Pair, 
Share 

 Shared 
work and 
group 
discussion 

A letter of advice  
 
A variety of reading 
responses that use 
evidence to support 
points and 
comments on 
language features 
and structural  
features 
 
 



Spring 1 
Brothers 
Grimm 

 Revise any skills not 
embedded in the Autumn 
term.. 

 Revisit and embed basic 
punctuation skills such as full 
stops and capital letters, 
exclamation and question 
marks 

 Revise colons and semi-
colons, apostrophes and 
speech marks  

 Use ellipsis 

 Use short sentences for effect 

 Use subordinate clauses and 

punctuate them accurately 

and for effect (ISPACE and 

ISAWAWABUB) 

 Use embedded clauses 

(including relative) and 

punctuate them accurately, 

including parenthesis using 

brackets, commas and dashes 

 Punctuate direct and reported 

speech accurately: 

 Spellings to be set for 
homework at the appropriate 
level for the class from KS3 
bank, which should be 
practised as homework 

 Employs a range of 
structural features, such 
as: 

 adverbials for place 
and time 

 pathetic fallacy 

 flashback 

 dialogue 

 Cyclical structure. 
   

 Employs a range of 
literary devices 
including: 

 sensory writing 
(potential link to 
pathetic fallacy) 

 similes 

 personification 

 alliteration 

 repetition for effect, 
including anaphora  

 

 Research biographical 

details of the Brothers 

Grimm and relevant 

social and historical 

context 

 Comprehension 

questions that are 

supported with 

evidence from the text 

and explanations of 

inferences within the 

chosen evidence 

 Explanations of the 

way in which a text is 

structured to 

assist/build meaning 

or effects, including 

coverage of: 

 beginning, middle 

and end 

 Chronological and 

non-chronological 

order. 

 

 Identification and 
explanation of 
language devices 
including these word-
classes and literary 
devices:   

 Adjectives 

 Verbs 

 Adverbs and 
adverbial phrases 

 Personification 

 Alliteration 

 Repetition, including 
anaphora 

 

 Paired talk, 
Think, Pair, 
Share 

 Shared 
work and 
group 
discussion 

Writing based on a 
Grimm’s’ tale - Story 
(evidencing 
consciousness of 
structural and 
language devices) 
 
 
 
A response that 
comments on the 
writer’s use of  
language and 
structural  features 
 
 

Spring 2 
Poetry from 
Around the 
World 

 Using punctuation to avoid 
ambiguity 

 enjambment  

 caesura 

 Use speech marks to 
punctuate evidence taken 
from a text  

 Using commas to separate co-
ordinating conjunctions for 
cohesion (furthermore, in 
addition, etc.)  

 Spellings to be set for 
homework at the appropriate 
level for the class from KS3 
bank, which should be 
practised as homework 

 

 Identify common 
structural features of 
poetry such as: 

 Title, beginning, middle 
and end 

 Common rhyme schemes 
including: 

 sonnet 

 haiku 

 couplets 

 refrains 
 

 Employ language features 
within the production of 
poetry, such as: 
 

 Verb, adverb and 
adjective choices for 
effect  

 Similes 

 
 Metaphors 

 
 Alliteration 

 
 repetition for effect 

 
 anaphora  

 
 emotive language  

 
 phonetically written 

words 

 

 Read a range of poetry 
from around the world  

 Independently read 
and respond to 
comprehension 
questions in relation to 
a poem and: 

 support with 
evidence 

 explain inferences 

 Identify and comment 
upon a range of 
literary devices and 
language choices in 
response to a given 
statement 

 Identify and comment 
upon the structural 
features of poetry such 
as the sonnet 
structure, rhyme 
schemes and haiku in 
response to a given 
statement 

 Comparing two poems 
in terms of feelings, 
ideas, language, 
structure and context 

 
Context: 

 Show understanding of 
cultural issues such as 
attitudes to people, 
place and viewpoints 
and how this is 
reflected in poetry 

Learn a poem by 
heart and recite to 
the class 

Comparison of the 

viewpoints within 

two poems, where 

ideas are supported 

using evidence and 

explanations, 

referring to 

methods/structure 

to support points. 

 

Production of poetry 

inspired by poems 

studied 

 

 

 



 Punctuate and layout 

poetry accurately and for 

effect 

 Understand what syllables 

are and how to use these 

for rhyme and meter in 

poetry (haiku, sonnets) 

 

 
 

Summer 1 
Short Stories 

 Revise identification of word 

classes (verb, adverb, 

adjective) 

 Identify and use a wide range 

of adverbs for effect, 

including those that do not 

end in ly 

 Identify and employ a range 

of basic word-classes for 

effect (verbs, adjectives, 

nouns, adverbs, etc.) and up-

levelling work using a 

thesaurus  

 Use hyphens and dashes for 

functionality and effect and 

differentiate between the two 

 Revise the full range of 

punctuation marks, 

encouraging students use 

these to enhance meaning 

within their writing 

 Revise the full range of 

sentence types, encouraging 

students use these to 

enhance meaning within their 

writing 

 Spellings to be set for 
homework at the appropriate 
level for the class from KS3 
bank, which should be 
practised as homework 

Produce writing that: 

 Is planned and redrafted 

 Employs structural 

features within the 

production of a piece of 

writing, including 

beginning, middle and 

end, shifts of focus, 

dialogue, juxtaposition 

and pathetic fallacy. 

 

Employs language features within 
the production of piece of writing, 
including expanded noun-phrases, 
carefully chosen adverbs and 
verbs, personification 

 Undertake shared 

reading of a range of 

short stories 

demonstrating 

understanding 

through: 

 Identify and 

comment upon a 

range of literary 

devices, including 

word-classes 

(verbs, adjectives, 

adverbs) 

 Identify and comment 

upon the structural 

features of a story, 

including: 

 beginning, middle 

and end 

 shifts of focus 

 dialogue 

 raising tension 

 high point/climax 

 denouement 

 juxtaposition 

 pathetic fallacy. 

Discussion in 
response to given 
statement using 
sentence strands 

Story or descriptive 

writing employing 

language and 

structure for effect 

 

A response to both 

Paper 1, Q2 and Q3 

(language and 

structure)  

 

Summer 2 
An 
Introduction 
to Dickens 
and 
Shakespeare 

 Use a full range of 
punctuation at the 
appropriate level, revising 
semi-colons, colons and 
dashes.  

 Employ the subjunctive mood 
for effect 

 Use parenthesis for effect 

 How to use short paragraphs 
for effect 

 Spellings to be set for 
homework at the appropriate 
level for the class from KS3 
bank, which should be 
practised as homework 

Produce a monologue that: 

 Employs language and a 
range of devices to 
express feelings 

 Employs the subjunctive 
mood, parenthesis and 
antithesis for effect 

 Employs a short paragraph 
for effect 

 
Produce a short drama 

scene/script that employs: 

 A soliloquy  

 An aside 

 

Undertake shared reading of a 

range of extracts 

demonstrating understanding 

through: 

 Locating and 

explaining evidence to 

support viewpoints 

 Identification and 

explanation of 

language features for 

effect 

 Identification and 

explanation of key 

structural methods 

within a text, including 

motifs, asides, 

monologues and 

soliloquies. 

Context: 

 Show understanding of 

cultural issues such as 

attitudes to people, 

place and viewpoints 

and how this is 

reflected in texts 

 Research Dicken’s 

biographical details 

 

 Perform 
soliloquy or 
monologue 
(filmed if 
possible) 

 Acting out 
of play 
scenes and 
reflection 

Y7 Exams (GCSE 
style) 
 
 
A Literature style 
response that 
includes 
language/structure 
and social and 
historical context 
 
 

 

Year 8 



 Technical Accuracy Skills Composition and Effect Skills Reading Skills Speaking and 
Listening Skills 

Assessment Tasks 

Autumn 1 
Science 
Fiction 
Anthology 

 Use all basic punctuation as 

required (shown by class 

weaknesses in baseline test), 

including full stops, capital 

letters, question marks, 

exclamation marks, commas 

for a list, apostrophes for 

possession (inc. plural) and 

contraction (all on VCOP 

pyramid)  

 Use brackets and dashes for 

parenthesis  

 ‘up-level’ vocabulary using a 

thesaurus  

 Revision of speech mark for 

direct speech 

 Revision of paragraphing 

(including using anaphora at 

the beginning of paragraphs 

for effect) 

 Revision of the following 

sentence types according to 

need of class: 

 Simple 

 Lists 

 Compound 

 Complex (using 

subordinate clauses 

ISPACE and 

ISAWAWABUB) 

 Complex using fronted 

adverbials 

 Complex – embedded 

clauses 

 Use of parenthesis 

 

 Produce writing that 
includes: 

 Paragraphs 

 A coherent and 
conscious structure 

 Cohesive devices, 
such as fronted 
adverbials and co-
coordinating 
conjunctions 

 Elements of the 
structural theories 
studied 

 Elements of the 
genre studied 

 Sentence lengths for 
effect (long and 
short) 

 

 Show understanding of 
genre and narrative 
structure 

 Show understanding of 
basic structural 
features such as: 

 Beginning, middle and 
end 

 Shifts in focus 

 Flashbacks 

 Pathetic fallacy 

 Dialogue 

 Show understanding of 
key theories of 
narrative structure 
(Propp, Todorov, 
Freytag)  

 Identification and 

explanation of key 

structural methods 

within a text, including 

terminology linked to 

any theory studied. 

 
Produce extended 
responses that feature: 

 Embedment of  

evidence within a 

point. 

 Explanation of 

inferences within the 

text 

 Deep analysis of words 

from the evidence for 

further/alternative 

meaning 

 

 

 Paired talk, Think, 
Pair, Share 

 Shared work and 
group discussion 

Baseline test:  

writing to describe 

Story showing 

elements of science 

fiction genre and the 

elements of a story 

according to chosen 

theorists 

 

Structure question:  
How does the writer 
structure the text to 
interest the reader? 

Autumn 2 
Argue and 
Persuade  

 Revise how to use the full 
range of sentence types and 
punctuation marks 

 Specifically revise how to use 
semi-colons and dashes to 
add information 

 Specifically revise embedded 
clauses 

 Revise how to embed 
quotations using speech 
marks or inverted commas 

 Adverbials to compare  

 How to write in paragraphs 
to compare 

 Produce writing that 
includes: 

 Features of DAFOREST  

 Antithesis 

 The subjunctive form 
for effect 

 Suitably detailed 
paragraphs and ideas 

 Cohesive devices to 
link paragraphs 

 Read a range of 
extracts and 
understand the 
viewpoints within 
them  

 Read a range of 
extracts to persuade 
and argue and identify 
DAFOREST and the 
effect of these 
features  

 Compare how 
different viewpoints 
are presented in two 
extracts including: 

 comments that 
distinguish the 
different viewpoints 

 supportive 
(embedded) 
evidence 

 explanation of 
inferences  

 explanation of how 
methods illustrate 
this further 

 Deliver a 
speech to 
your class 

 Produce an 
advertisement 
to persuade 
people to 
donate to 
your chosen 
charity 

 Speech  

 Comparative 
essay (GCSE 
Language 
Paper 2, 
Question 4 
style) 

Spring 1 
Romeo and 
Juliet 

 Apostrophes for contraction 
and omission (and applied to 
Shakespearian language) 

 Revision of embedded 
clauses (and identified in 
Shakespearian work) 

 Use of exclamation marks to 
show surprise 

 Revision of how to 
punctuate speakers in a play 
and dramatic directions 
(using brackets and italics) 

 Personal writing that 
includes a range of 
language features 
demonstrated by 
Shakespeare, including: 

 Similes 

 Metaphors 

 Imagery   

 Personification 

 Puns 

 Sentence length for 
effect 

 Rhetorical questions 

 Understanding of key 
themes within the 
play: love, hate, etc. 
and introducing idea of 
binary oppositions  

 Understanding of key 
language features 
employed by 
Shakespeare, such as: 

 Similes 

 Metaphors 

 Imagery 

 Personification 

 Performance 
of key 
extracts from 
the play 

 Letter to 
persuade 

 Literature 
style 
question 



 Research of root words and 
etymology of language 
employed in Shakespeare’s 
writing (thou, thee, art, 
hither, etc) 
 

 Oxymorons 

 Antithesis 

 Emotive language 
 

 Personal writing that 
demonstrates knowledge 
of the sonnet structure 
(iambic pentamtre) and 
free verse 

 Puns 

 Sentence length for 
effect  

 Rhetorical questions 

 Oxymorons 

 Antithesis 

 Emotive language 
 

 Understanding of key 
structural features 
employed by 
Shakespeare such as: 

 

 Division of a play 
into acts 

 Importance of exits 
and entrances 

 Prologue 

 Sonnet structure vs 
blank verse 

 Motifs 

 Asides 

 Soliloquy 

 Climx 

 Denouement 
 

 
 

 Understanding of the 
social and historical 
context of the era 
(religion, social 
attitudes to gender, 
etc.) 

Spring 2 
Gothic 
Literature 
and Poetry 

 Punctuation for dramatic 
effect, including: 

 asyndetic listing 

 ellipsis for pauses 

 dashes for interjection 

 Revision (from Y7) of: 

 Caesura 

 Enjambment  

 Use a range of language 
devices to create a gothic 
effect, including: 

 Sensory writing 

 Pathetic fallacy 

 Adjectives, verbs and 
adverbs for effect 

 Similes, 
personification  

 Zoomorphism (Jeykyll 
and Hyde) 

 

 Research famous 
Gothic poets and 
authors (Shelley, etc.) 

 Research the social 
and historical context 
of the Gothic period 
(Darwin, Freud)  

 Read a range of 
extracts, and identify 
generic conventions of 
the Gothic style (apply 
Propp, Freytag, 
Todorov knowledge) 

 Understand how to 
respond to unseen 
poetry independently 
and within a group 

 Show ability to 
respond to a question: 

 Using point, 
evidence and 
explain 

 With developed 
inferences that 
explore deeper 
and alternative  
interpretations  

 Commenting on 
language use with 
analytical skill 
(explore 
deeper/alternative 
meanings) 

 

 Group work 
upon unseen 
poetry 

 A gothic 
poem or 
monologue 

 Unseen 
poetry 
comparison 
question 

Summer 1 
Of Mice and 
Men 

 Identify different English and 
American spellings 

 Differences between formal 
and informal speech in 
dialogue  

 Review entire range of 
punctuation and sentence 
structures 

 Revise employing speech 
marks and paragraphing for 
dialogue correctly  

 Write creatively, using 
Steinbeck’s writing as 
inspiration, employing: 

 Key themes from the 
novel such as 
discrimination 

 A cyclical structure 

 Key characters 
(Propps) in relation to 
OMAM 

 Use of silence 

 Use of foreshadowing 

 Exploration of social 
and historical context, 
including: 

 Great Depression 

 Racism and slavery 

 Gender roles and 
sexism 

 Steinbeck’s 
biographical details 
 

 Understand the key 
themes within the text 

 Present 
research in a 
group on one 
aspect of the 
social and 
historical 
context 

 Descriptive 
writing 

 How does 
Steinbeck 
use 
structure to 
interest the 
reader? 

 An 
evaluative 
response 



 Spellings to be set for 
homework at the 
appropriate level for the 
class from KS3 bank, which 
should be practised as 
homework 

 Use of verbs, adverbs, 
adjectives, similes and 
personification 

 

 Identify and comment 
on the cyclical nature 
of the text 

 Identify and comment 
on foreshadowing and 
motifs  

 Apply previous 
knowledge of 
structural theories. 

 

 Identify and comment 
on language features 
within the text, such 
as: silence for effect, 
similes, zooming on on 
certain features 
(macro to micro), 
symbolism of mice, 
emotive language and 
informality for effect. 

 An evaluative response 
to a question that: 

 Responds to 
statements with 
range of agreements 
or disagreements 

 Supports ideas with 
evidence 

 Explains inferences 
in detail and 
evaluates against 
statement 

 Explains how 
language choices 
support your 
viewpoint and 
evaluate against 
statement 

(Paper 1, Q4 
style) 

Summer 2 
Travel 
Writing 

 Revise relative clauses and 
how to embed these 

 Practise including a range of 
sentence types in writing for 
purpose and form.  

 When and where bullet 
points are appropriate and 
when to use them 

 Grammar skills – was/were 
and common errors within 
the class 

 Common homophones 

Revise the following for inclusion 
in a piece of writing: 

 Descriptive language 
choices (verbs, adjectives 
and adverbs) 

 Similes, metaphors and 
personification 

 Antithesis  

 Structural devices, such 
as zooming is (macro to 
micro), etc. 
 

 Study a range of pre-
and post- 19th Century 
travel writing 

 Identify and comment 
on the specific 
language features 

 Compare how 
different viewpoints 
are presented in two 
extracts including: 

 comments that 
distinguish the 
different 
viewpoints 

 supportive 
(embedded) 
evidence 

 explanation of 
inferences  

 explanation of how 
methods illustrate 
this further 

 Presentation 
about a 
travelogue 
about a 
chosen 
location 

Writing to explain: 
travel (Paper 2 
style).  Produce a 
piece of writing 
explaining the best 
and worse features 
of your chosen 
destination.  
 
Comparing 
viewpoints question: 

 

  



 

Year 9 

 Technical Accuracy Skills Composition and Effect Skills Reading Skills Speaking and 
Listening Skills 

Assessment Tasks 

Autumn 1 –  
Jane Eyre 

 Use speech marks for direct 
speech 

 Use dashes and brackets for 
parenthesis 

 Embed clauses within 
sentences 

 Vary sentences for effect in 
writing, using short and long 
sentences where required 

 Use adverbials for time, place 
and to build on points across 
paragraphs. 

 Ensure that students have a 
clear understanding of 
simple, compound and 
complex sentences, relative 
clauses, subordinate clauses 
and how to embed these. 

 Revise all punctuation marks 
on VCOP grid 

 Fronted adverbials to 
compare in a formal essay 

 
. 
 

 Employing the correct 
level of formality for 
purpose and audience 

 In the correct style for 
purpose and audience 

 Using direct speech  

 Use sentence length for 
effect 

 In paragraphs, using 
cohesive devices 

 Use the appropriate tense 
and narrative style for a 
piece of writing 

 Suitable language for 
examinations 

 How to write a response 
to an exam question 

. 

Research Charlotte Bronte and 

the social and historical 

context of the novel, including: 

 Gender expectations 

 Religion 

 Social class divisions 
 
Identification of language and 
structural features employed 
by Bronte, including: 

 The concept of a 
Bildungsroman 

 Development of 
sympathy and 
character in Chapter 1 

 Motifs (colour red) 

 Foreshadowing (red 
curtain) 

 Devices to raise 
tension in Chapter 26 

 Narrative style – first 
person  

 Word level and 
language choices for 
effect 

 
Undertake shared reading of a 

range of extracts from the 

novel demonstrating 

understanding through: 

 Identification of the 

main ideas, feelings 

and thoughts in a text 

 Supporting points with 

evidence 

 Exploring further and 

deeper inferences and 

connotations within 

evidence 

 Analysing word 

choices and language 

choices for effect 

 Exploring alternative 

interpretations of the 

language choices  

 Presentation 
on Charlotte 
Bronte or 
other 
contextual 
elements 

Descriptive writing 
in diary entry (Jane 
Eyre style) 
 
 
Language Style 
question and 
structure style 
question (two 
questions expected 
to be answered in 
given time – one 
lesson):  How does 
Bronte use language 
to… and How does 
Bronte use structure 
to… 
 
Compare how the 
viewpoints within 
two social/historical 
texts are conveyed 
 
 
 

Autumn 2 
Jane Eyre  

Spring 1 
Y9 KS3 Tests 
Revision Unit 
and writing 
short stories   

Writing 

 Revision of all punctuation 
marks and sentence forms. 

 Punctuation for effect 

 Parenthesis for an 
authoritative tone 

 Subjunctive mood for effect 

 Short paragraphs for effect 

 Active and Passive voice  

 Varying vocabulary 
 

 
 

 Adverbials an conjunctions 
for time  

 Inverted commas for speech 

 Embedding clauses 

 Sentence length for effect 

Composition and Effect Skills 

 Revise these aspects of a short 
story: 

 Opening hooks 

 Foreshading  

 Pathetic fallacy  

 Developing Characters 

 Shifting focus  

 Dialogue 

 Raising tension 

 Climax of the story 

 Denouement and falling 
tension 

 Freytag’s pyramid 

Read a variety of good 
examples of short stories and: 

 Identify and comment 
upon language 
features 

 Identify and comment 
upon structural 
features 
 

Discussion 
regarding success of 
authorial choices in 
texts  

Assessment Pieces: 

 Paper 1 
Language 
style 
question 

 Paper 2 
Structure 
style 
question 

 Produce a 
short story 

 

Spring 2 
Love and 
Relationships 
Poetry 

 Revise comparative 
conjunctives and fronted 
adverbials for cohesion across 
a text 

 Punctuation for effect 
(caesura, exclamation marks, 
commas to avoid ambiguity, 
etc.) 

 Learn to write an 
extended piece of writing 
using: 

 Academic vocabulary 

 Evidence 

 Comments on inferences 

 Comments on language 

Research the social and 
historical context of a pre-19th 
Century poet from the 
anthology 
 
Research the romantic poetry 
era 
 

Presentation on a 
poet from the 
anthology 
 
Present a reading of 
one of the poems to 
the group 
 

Extended writing in 
essay styles on a 
range of poems  
 
Compare two 
poems and unseen 
task – Lit Paper 2 
Style  



 Links to contextual 
information  

Read poems independently 
and as a group 
 
Revise the following structural 
features: 

 sonnet structure  

 couplets 

 rhyme schemes  

 volta 

 enjambment 

 caesura 
 
Revise the following language 
features: 

 Verbs, adverbs and 
adjectives 

 Similes, metaphors, 
personification. etc. 

 Sibilance, plosives, 
alliteration, 
hyperbole, etc. 

 
Respond to poetry in terms of: 

 themes, ideas and 
feelings 

 structural 

 language devices 
and context  

Memorise a poem 
from the anthology 

Summer 1 
Tempest 

 Exclamation mark, ellipsis 

 Fronted adverbials  

 Speech marks for direct 
speech (for newspaper 
report) 

 Reported speech (for 
newspaper report) 

 Emotive language for 
effect 

 Rhetorical questions 

 Triplets 

 Soliloquys 

Research the Jacobean 
attitude towards foreign 
people and places 
 
Understand the play in terms 
of plot, themes and ideas 
 
Consider the author’s 
stagecraft, including: 

 Entrances and exits 

 Asides 

 Dialogue 
 
Respond to exam style 
questions, commenting on: 

 Themes, ideas and 
feelings, including 
evidence and deep 
analysis 

 Language and 
structure 

 Context 

Present your 
research on foreign 
people and places in 
the Jacobean era 

Newspaper article  
Literature style 
assessment 
 
Literature style 
Shakespeare 
question 

Summer 2 
Non-fiction  

 
Writing 

 Revision of all punctuation 
marks and sentence forms. 

 Punctuation for effect 

 Parenthesis for an 
authoritative tone 

 Subjunctive mood for effect 

 Short paragraphs for effect 
 
 

 Adverbials an conjunctions to 
compare  

 Inverted commas for 
evidence 

 All language features such as 
direct address, etc. and word 
classes 

Revision of DAFOREST and other 
appropriate language techniques, 
such as anaphora, hyperbole, 
sibilance, plosives and syndetic 
and asyndetic listing.   
 
Appropriate construction of a 
formal letter and speech 
 
How to develop paragraphs 
beyond a simple idea. 
 
Effective endings. 
 
Cohesive links between 
paragraphs, including: 

 Adverbials  

 Conjunctions to link 
paragraphs 

 Repetition for effect 
 
Language devices for effect: 

 Careful choice of adverbs, 
verbs, adjective   

 Alliteration, sibilance, 
plosives 

 

Read a variety of 
persuade/argue resources and 

 Identify the viewpoint 
within a text 

 Support ideas with 
evidence  

 Develop inferences 
beyond a simple 
comment, leading to 
analysis skills 

 Explain the methods 
that the writer has 
employed to convey 
their viewpoint 

 Explain the structural 
devices that the writer 
has employed 

 
Improving use of evidence – 
how to embed quotations and 
develop choices towards ‘apt’ 
and ‘judicious’ 
 
Develop comparison skills 
within an extended piece of 
writing 

Production of 
writing in Paper 2, 
Q5 format 
 
Delivery of speech 
 
Comparing – P2 Q2 
and Q4 style  

Paper 2 Language 
examples in Golden 
Books 

 

Year 10 



 Technical Accuracy Skills Composition and Effect Skills Reading Skills Speaking and 
Listening Skills 

Assessment Tasks 

Autumn 1 
An Inspector 
Calls 
 

A04: Use a range of vocabulary and 
sentence structures for clarity, 
purpose and effect, with accurate 
spelling and punctuation. 
 
Identify and analyse the punctuation 
used for effect in the play 

 Caesura for effect in a play 

 Punctuation for expression 

 Ellipsis 

 Parenthesis for formality 

 Subjunctive mood 

 Semi-colons and colons 

 Brackets and italics for stage 
directions 

 hyphens 
 
 
 
 
 

Identify and analyse a range of 
dramatic devices in a piece of 
writing, as evidenced in the text, 
such as: 

 Characterisation 

 Lighting 

 Dramatic irony  

 Props 

 Entrances and Exits 

 Cliff hangers and other 
dramatic devices to raise 
tension 

Identify and analyse language 
features as evidenced in the text, 
such as: 

 Emotive language, 
emotive verbs, etc. 

 Metaphors, similes and 
hyperbole 

 Figurative language – 
‘Millions of Eva Smiths’ 

Gain an understanding of the 
context of the eras of 1912 and 
1945 in terms of: 

 Class divides 

 Key historical events 

 Economic situation  

 Political situation 
 
 
Research J B Priestley’s 
biographical details. 
 
Identify and comment upon the 
dramatic and language devices 
listed left. 
 
Precise use of references to 
support interpretations. 
 
Respond to questions using 
evidence, explain and analysis 
in terms of feelings, themes 
and ideas, dramatic and 
language devices, context. 
 
Produce extended essays. 

Discussion, debate 
and critical 
interpretations. 
 
 

Paper 2: English lit’ 
P-E-E-L analysis 
paragraph linking to 
week 6 assessment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 x Literature style 
exam question 
(Week 6) 
 
*Past Paper June 
2017 
Mrs Birling as an 
unlikeable 
character. 
 
 

Autumn 1 
English 
language 
Paper 1 
(Reading and 
Writing) 
 
Paper 1: 
Don’t Ask 
Jack 

 Range of punctuation 

 Full range of appropriate 
sentence forms 

 Control of agreement 

 Secure grammar 

 Consistent use of standard 
English 

 Highly accurate spelling 
(including ambitious 
vocabulary) 

 Assured understanding of 
purpose 

 Extensive and ambitious 
vocabulary 

 Sustained and consciously 
crafted use of devices. Eg. 
Similes, metaphors, 
onomatopoeia 

 Inventively structured 
with extensive use of 
discourse markers 

 Integrate highly 
developed complex and 
engaging ideas 

 Identify and interpret 
explicit and implicit 
information and ideas. 

 Select and synthesise 
evidence from different 
texts. 

 Explain, comment on 
and analyse how 
writers use language 
and structure 

 to achieve effects and 
influence readers, using 
relevant subject 

 terminology to support 
their views. 

 Evaluate texts critically 
and support this with 
appropriate textual 
references. 

Collaborative 
analysis of texts and 
sharing of 
interpretations. 
 
Collaborative 
answering of 
questions. 
 
Peer assessment 
against the mark 
criteria. 

Paper 1 GCSE 
English language: 
Fire Eaters 
 
1X  GCSE English 
language Paper 1, 
question 2 (week 2) 
 
1x GCSE English 
language Paper 1. 
Question 5 (week 4) 
 

Autumn 2 
Literature: 
A Christmas 
Carol 
Paper 1 
 

Although A04 is not explicitly 
assessed on this paper, students 
should be encouraged to use accurate 
punctuation, expression and spelling.  
They could employ their knowledge 
of writer’s craft in their response, 
exploring the effects of: 

 Sentence forms for effect 

 Punctuation for effect 

 Structure for effect  
 

Identify and analyse a range of 
structural devices in a piece of 
writing, as evidenced in the text, 
such as: 

 Omniscient narrator 

 Staves 
 

Identify and analyse language 
features as evidenced in the text, 
such as: 

 Repetition 

 Personification 

 Simile 

 Mood 

 Figurative language 

 Dialogue 

 Symbolism and Imagery 

 Motif 

 Pathetic fallacy 
 

Gain an understanding of the 
context of the Victorian era  in 
terms of: 

 Poverty 

 Industrial Revolution 

 Living Conditions 

 Malthus and the 1834 
Poor Law 

 Charity and Education 

 Religion and Christmas 

 Class divide 

 Redemption 
 
Research Charles Dickens’ 
biographical details and his 
motivation for writing A 
Christmas Carol. 
 
Identify and comment upon the 
dramatic and language devices 
listed left. 
 
Precise use of references to 
support interpretations. 
 
Respond to questions using 
evidence, explain and analysis 
in terms of feelings, themes 
and ideas, dramatic and 
language devices, context. 
 
Produce extended essays. 
 

Collaborative 
analysis of texts and 
sharing of 
interpretations. 
 
Collaborative 
answering of 
questions. 
 
Peer assessment 
against the mark 
criteria. 
 
Encourage an 
informed personal 
response to the 
text. 

Paper 2: English lit’ 
P-E-E-L analysis 
paragraph linking to 
week 5 assessment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 x Literature style 
exam question 
(Week 5) 
 
*June 2017 Past 
Paper 
 
How Dickens 
presents the  
Cratchitt family are 
used to show the 
struggles of the 
poor. 



Autumn Two 
English 
language  
Paper 2 
(Reading and 
Writing) 
 
Paper 2: 
Dalmations 
and Carriage 
Dogs 

• Range of punctuation 
• Full range of appropriate 
sentence forms 
• Control of agreement 
• Secure grammar 
• Consistent use of standard 
English 
• Highly accurate spelling 
(including ambitious vocabulary) 

• Assured understanding of 
purpose 
• Extensive and ambitious 
vocabulary 
• Sustained and consciously 
crafted use of devices. Eg. 
DAFORESTED 
• Inventively structured 
with extensive use of discourse 
markers 
• Integrate highly 
developed complex and engaging 
ideas 

Identify and interpret explicit 
and implicit information and 
ideas. 
Select and synthesise evidence 
from different texts. 
Explain, comment on and 
analyse how writers use 
language and structure 
to achieve effects and influence 
readers, using relevant subject 
terminology to support their 
views. 
Compare writers’ ideas and 
perspectives, as well as how 
these are conveyed, across two 
or more texts. 

Collaborative 
analysis of texts and 
sharing of 
interpretations. 
 
Collaborative 
answering of 
questions. 
 
Peer assessment 
against the mark 
criteria. 

Paper 2 GCSE 
English language: 
Floating Over  
Bhutan 
 
Peer Assessment of 
Paper 2 Section A: 
Question 3 
 
 
Assessment of Paper 
2: Question 5 
(Week 6) 
 
 

Spring 1 
Love and 
Relationships 
Poetry and 
Unseen 
Poetry 

Although A04 is not explicitly assessed 
on this paper, students should be 
encouraged to use accurate 
punctuation, expression and spelling.  
They could employ their knowledge of 
writer’s craft in their response, 
exploring the effects of: 
• Sentence forms for effect 
• Punctuation for effect 
• Structure for effect 
 
 
 

•Writing a GSCE response which 
employs a range of connectives to 
link analysis. 
 
Develop skills in structuring an 
exam response through studying 
exemplar materials and analysing 
their effectiveness. 

Research the social and 
historical context of a pre-19th 
Century poet from the 
anthology. 
 
Consolidate knowledge of the  
romantic poetry era. 
 
Develop knowledge of poet’s 
intended message. 
 
Read poems independently and 
as a group. 
 
Revise the following structural 
features: 
•sonnet structure  
•couplets 
•rhyme schemes  
•volta 
 
Revise the following language 
features: 
•Verbs, adverbs and adjectives 
•Similes, metaphors, 
personification. etc. 
•Sibilance, plosives, 
alliteration, hyperbole, etc. 
 
Respond to poetry in terms of: 
•themes, ideas and feelings 
•structural devices 
•language devices and context 
 
Respond to questions using 
evidence, explain and analysis 
in terms of feelings, themes 
and ideas, dramatic and 
language devices, context. 
 
Produce extended essays. 

Paired presentation 
on poets from the 
anthology. 
 
 
Learn and be able 
to analyse key lines 
from the individual 
poems. 
 
Collaboratively 
analyse poems from 
the Love and 
Relationships 
cluster and a 
selection from 
Unseen. 
 

GCSE English 
literature: 
 
June 2017 
Compare how poets 
present growing up 
in ‘Mother Any 
Distance’ and one 
other poem. 
(Week 5) 

Spring 1 
GCSE English 
language 
Paper 1: Boy 
 

 Range of punctuation 

 Full range of appropriate 
sentence forms 

 Control of agreement 

 Secure grammar 

 Consistent use of standard 
English 

 Highly accurate spelling 
(including ambitious 
vocabulary) 

 Assured understanding of 
purpose 

 Extensive and ambitious 
vocabulary 

 Sustained and consciously 
crafted use of devices. Eg. 
Similes, metaphors, 
onomatopoeia 

 Inventively structured 
with extensive use of 
discourse markers 

 Integrate highly 
developed complex and 
engaging ideas 

 Identify and interpret 
explicit and implicit 
information and ideas. 

 Select and synthesise 
evidence from different 
texts. 

 Explain, comment on 
and analyse how 
writers use language 
and structure 

 to achieve effects and 
influence readers, using 
relevant subject 

 terminology to support 
their views. 

 Evaluate texts critically 
and support this with 
appropriate textual 
references. 

Collaborative 
analysis of texts and 
sharing of 
interpretations. 
 
Collaborative 
answering of 
questions. 
 
Peer assessment 
against the mark 
criteria. 

Paper 1 GCSE 
English language: 
Pick Your Poison 
 
1X  GCSE English 
language Paper 1, 
question 3 (week 2) 
 
 

Spring 2 
GCSE English 
Literature: 
Macbeth 

A04: Use a range of vocabulary and 
sentence structures for clarity, 
purpose and effect, with accurate 
spelling and punctuation. 
 

Employ the variety of punctuation 
skills in a piece of writing. 
 

Gain an understanding of the 
context in which the play is set 
and Shakespeare’s motivation 
to craft the play: 

 King James I 

Collaborative 
analysis of texts and 
sharing of 
interpretations. 
 

GCSE English 
Literature 
Assessment: 
Act 1, scene 5 
Ambition 



 
• Caesura for effect in a play 
• Punctuation for expression 
• Ellipsis 
• Parenthesis for formality 
• Subjunctive mood 
• Semi-colons and colons 
• Brackets and italics for stage 
directions 
 
 
 
 

Employ a range of dramatic devices 
in a piece of writing, as evidenced 
in the text, such as: 

 Characterisation 

 Entrances and Exits 

 Soliloquy 

 Dramatic Irony 

 Paradox 

 Motif 

 Asides 
 
Employ language features as 
evidenced in the text, such as: 

 Metaphor and Simile 

 Abiguity (Equivocation) 

 Puns 

 Oxymorons 

 Imagery 

 Symbolism 

 Queen Elizabeth I 

 Belief in the 
Supernatural 

 Treason 

 Divine Rights of Kings 
 
Identify and comment upon the 
dramatic and language devices 
listed left. 
 
Research Shakespeare’s 
biographical details. 
 
Respond to questions using 
evidence, explain and analysis 
in terms of feelings, themes and 
ideas, dramatic and language 
devices, context. 
 
Produce extended essays. 

Collaborative 
answering of 
questions. 
 
Peer assessment 
against the mark 
criteria. 
 
Encourage an 
informed personal 
response to the 
text. 
 

Paper from May 
2017 
(Week 5) 

Autumn Two 
English 
language  
Paper 2 
(Reading and 
Writing) 
 
Paper 2: 
MacDonalds 
and Chimney 
Sweeps 

• Range of punctuation 
• Full range of appropriate 
sentence forms 
• Control of agreement 
• Secure grammar 
• Consistent use of standard 
English 
• Highly accurate spelling 
(including ambitious vocabulary) 

• Assured understanding of 
purpose 
• Extensive and ambitious 
vocabulary 
• Sustained and consciously 
crafted use of devices. Eg. 
DAFORESTED 
• Inventively structured 
with extensive use of discourse 
markers 
• Integrate highly 
developed complex and engaging 
ideas 

Identify and interpret explicit 
and implicit information and 
ideas. 
Select and synthesise evidence 
from different texts. 
Explain, comment on and 
analyse how writers use 
language and structure 
to achieve effects and influence 
readers, using relevant subject 
terminology to support their 
views. 
Compare writers’ ideas and 
perspectives, as well as how 
these are conveyed, across two 
or more texts. 

Collaborative 
analysis of texts and 
sharing of 
interpretations. 
 
Collaborative 
answering of 
questions. 
 
Peer assessment 
against the mark 
criteria. 

Paper 2 GCSE 
English language: 
Ghostbusters 
 
Peer Assessment of 
Paper 2 Section A: 
Question 2 
(Week 2) 
 
Peer Assessment of 
Section b: Question 
5 
 
 
 
 

Summer 1 
GCSE English 
Literature 
Poetry and 
Unseen 

Although A04 is not explicitly assessed 
on this paper, students should be 
encouraged to use accurate 
punctuation, expression and spelling.  
They could employ their knowledge of 
writer’s craft in their response, 
exploring the effects of: 
• Sentence forms for effect 
• Punctuation for effect 
• Structure for effect 
 
 
 

Research the social and historical 
context of a pre-19th Century poet 
from the anthology. 
 
Consolidate knowledge of the  
romantic poetry era. 
 
Develop knowledge of poet’s 
intended message. 
 
Read poems independently and as 
a group. 
 
Revise the following structural 
features: 
•sonnet structure  
•couplets 
•rhyme schemes  
•volta 
 
Revise the following language 
features: 
•Verbs, adverbs and adjectives 
•Similes, metaphors, 
personification. etc. 
•Sibilance, plosives, alliteration, 
hyperbole, etc. 
 
Respond to poetry in terms of: 
•themes, ideas and feelings 
•structural devices 
•language devices and context 
 
Respond to questions using 
evidence, explain and analysis in 
terms of feelings, themes and 
ideas, dramatic and language 
devices, context. 
 
Produce extended essays. 

A01: Critical, exploratory 
conceptualised response to 
task and text  
Judicious use of precise 
references to support 
interpretation(s) 
 
AO2: Analysis of writer’s 
methods with subject 
terminology used judiciously  
Exploration of effects of 
writer’s methods on reader 
 

Collaborative 
analysis of texts and 
sharing of 
interpretations. 
 
Collaborative 
answering of 
questions. 
 
Peer assessment 
against the mark 
criteria. 

Paper 2: English 
literature (Unseen) 
Assessment from 
May 2017 
 
‘In Autumn how 
does the poet 
present the effects 
of the season of 
Autumn?’ 
24 Marks 

Summer 1 
GCSE English 
language: 

Although A04 is not explicitly assessed 
on this paper, students should be 
encouraged to use accurate 
punctuation, expression and spelling.  

 Paper 1: 
A04 
Evaluate texts critically and 
support this with appropriate 
textual references 

Collaborative 
analysis of texts and 
sharing of 
interpretations. 
 

GCSE English 
language: Paper 1 
and Paper 2 
 
Peer Assessment: 



Paper 1: 
Propping up 
the line 
Paper 2: 
Cheapest Gig 
 

They could employ their knowledge of 
writer’s craft in their response, 
exploring the effects of: 
• Sentence forms for effect 
• Punctuation for effect 
• Structure for effect 

Paper 2:  
A03 
Compare writers’ ideas and 
perspectives, as well as how 
these are conveyed, across two 
or more texts 
 

Collaborative 
answering of 
questions. 
 
Peer assessment 
against the mark 
criteria. 

Paper 1: Question 4 
Carrie’s War 
 
Teacher 
Assessment: Paper 
2: Question 4 
Prison can be the 
right place 
 

Summer 2 Revision of key skills 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Revision of key skills Revision of key skills Revision of key 
skills 

End of Year Exams 
 
Paper 1: Past Paper 
June 2018 
Jigs and Reels 
 
 
Paper 2: Morning 
Glass 

 

Year 11 

 Technical Accuracy Skills Composition and Effect Skills Reading Skills Speaking and 
Listening Skills 

Assessment Tasks 

Autumn 1 
Paper 1: 
White Fang 
(Assess 
Question 2) 

 Range of punctuation 

 Full range of appropriate 
sentence forms 

 Control of agreement 

 Secure grammar 

 Consistent use of standard 
English 

 Highly accurate spelling 
(including ambitious 
vocabulary) 

 Assured understanding of 
purpose 

 Extensive and ambitious 
vocabulary 

 Sustained and consciously 
crafted use of devices. Eg. 
Similes, metaphors, 
onomatopoeia 

 Inventively structured 
with extensive use of 
discourse markers 

 Integrate highly developed 
complex and engaging 
ideas 

 Identify and interpret 
explicit and implicit 
information and ideas. 

 Select and synthesise 
evidence from 
different texts. 

 Explain, comment on 
and analyse how 
writers use language 
and structure 

 to achieve effects and 
influence readers, 
using relevant subject 

 terminology to support 
their views. 

 Evaluate texts critically 
and support this with 
appropriate textual 
references. 

Collaborative 
analysis of texts and 
sharing of 
interpretations. 
 
Collaborative 
answering of 
questions. 
 
Peer assessment 
against the mark 
criteria. 

GCSE English 
Language 
Paper 2: Section B 
Death Zone (Q5) 
Week 5 Assessment 

Autumn 2: 
Macbeth 

A04: Use a range of vocabulary and 
sentence structures for clarity, 
purpose and effect, with accurate 
spelling and punctuation. 
 
 
• Caesura for effect in a play 
• Punctuation for expression 
• Ellipsis 
• Parenthesis for formality 
• Subjunctive mood 
• Semi-colons and colons 
• Brackets and italics for stage 
directions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practise skills in employing the 
variety of punctuation skills in a 
piece of writing. 
 
Employ a range of dramatic devices 
in a piece of writing, as evidenced 
in the text, such as: 

 Characterisation 

 Entrances and Exits 

 Soliloquy 

 Dramatic Irony 

 Paradox 

 Motif 

 Asides 
 
Employ language features as 
evidenced in the text, such as: 

 Metaphor and Simile 

 Ambiguity (Equivocation) 

 Puns 

 Oxymorons 

 Imagery 

 Symbolism 

Consolidate understanding of 
the context in which the play is 
set and Shakespeare’s 
motivation to craft the play: 

 King James I 

 Queen Elizabeth I 

 Belief in the 
Supernatural 

 Treason 

 Divine Rights of Kings 
 
Identify and comment upon the 
dramatic and language devices 
listed left. 
 
Research Shakespeare’s 
biographical details. 
 
Respond to questions using 
evidence, explain and analysis 
in terms of feelings, themes 
and ideas, dramatic and 
language devices, context. 
 
Produce extended essays. 

Analysis of texts and 
sharing of 
interpretations. 
 
Answering of 
questions. 
 
Peer assessment 
against the mark 
criteria. 
 
Encourage an 
informed personal 
response to the 
text. 

GCSE English 
Literature: 
Macbeth 
Explore how 
Shakespeare 
presents the 
attitudes of 
Macbeth and 
Banquo towards the 
supernatural. 
(Week 3 
Assessment) 

Autumn 2 
Mock Exams 
 
GCSE English 
language: 
Paper 1 
And  
Paper 2 

 Range of punctuation 

 Full range of appropriate 
sentence forms 

 Control of agreement 

 Secure grammar 

 Consistent use of standard 
English 

 Highly accurate spelling 
(including ambitious 
vocabulary) 

 Assured understanding of 
purpose 

 Extensive and ambitious 
vocabulary 

 Sustained and consciously 
crafted use of devices. Eg. 
Similes, metaphors, 
onomatopoeia 

 Inventively structured 
with extensive use of 
discourse markers 

 Identify and interpret 
explicit and implicit 
information and ideas. 

 Select and synthesise 
evidence from 
different texts. 

 Explain, comment on 
and analyse how 
writers use language 
and structure 

Collaborative 
analysis of texts and 
sharing of 
interpretations. 
 
Collaborative 
answering of 
questions. 
 

Mock Y11 Exams 
November 2018 

Paper 1 and 2 
Paper 1 

‘A Sound of 
Thunder’ by Ray 

Bradbury 
Paper 2 

‘All Cyclists Fear Bad 
Drivers’ 



 Integrate highly developed 
complex and engaging 
ideas 

 to achieve effects and 
influence readers, 
using relevant subject 

 terminology to support 
their views. 

 Evaluate texts critically 
and support this with 
appropriate textual 
references. 

Peer assessment 
against the mark 
criteria. 

Autumn 2 
GCSE English 
literature 
 
Mock Exams 
 
GCSE English 
literature: 
Paper 1 
A Christmas 
Carol 
Revision 

Although A04 is not explicitly 
assessed on this paper, students 
should be encouraged to use accurate 
punctuation, expression and spelling.  
They could employ their knowledge of 
writer’s craft in their response, 
exploring the effects of: 

 Sentence forms for effect 

 Punctuation for effect 

 Structure for effect  
 

Revise skills in identifying and 
analysing a range of structural 
devices in a piece of writing, as 
evidenced in the text, such as: 

 Omniscient narrator 

 Staves 
 

Revise skills in identifying and 
analysing language features as 
evidenced in the text, such as: 

 Repetition 

 Personification 

 Simile 

 Mood 

 Figurative language 

 Dialogue 

 Symbolism and Imagery 

 Motif 

 Pathetic fallacy 
 

Consolidate knowledge and 
understanding of the context 
of the Victorian era  in terms 
of: 

 Poverty 

 Industrial Revolution 

 Living Conditions 

 Malthus and the 1834 
Poor Law 

 Charity and Education 

 Religion and Christmas 

 Class divide 

 Redemption 
 
Consolidate knowledge of  
Charles Dickens’ biographical 
details and his motivation for 
writing A Christmas Carol. 
 
Identify and comment upon 
the dramatic and language 
devices listed left. 
 
Precise use of references to 
support interpretations. 
 
Respond to questions using 
evidence, explain and analysis 
in terms of feelings, themes 
and ideas, dramatic and 
language devices, context. 
 
Produce extended essays. 
 

Analysis of texts and 
sharing of 
interpretations. 
 
Answering of 
questions. 
 
Peer assessment 
against the mark 
criteria. 
 
Encourage an 
informed personal 
response to the 
text. 

GCSE English 
literature 
Specimen Materials 
2 
Paper 1 
‘Explain how far you 
think Shakespeare 
presents Macbeth 
as a hero’ 
And 
‘How does Dickens 
present the 
importance of 
family in A 
Christmas Carol?’ 
 
Paper 2 
Section A 
AIC 
Differences 
between the older 
and younger 
generations 
Or  
Importance of the 
Ending of AIC 
Section B 
Romantic love in 
Sonnet 29 and one 
other poem 
Section C 
How to leave the 
world that worships 
should 
Compared with 
The Rich Eat Three 
Full Meals 
 
Week 6 
Evaluate AORTA 
data and R-A-I-S-E 
an exam answer 

Spring 1 
GCSE English 
language 
Revision 
 
Mock Exams 
 

 
 

Revision of all skills and assessment objectives in preparation for GCSE English language mocks. 
Consolidate timings and exam technique with classes 

Spring 1 
GCSE English 
literature 
Revision 
 
Mock Exams 

 
 

Revision of all skills and assessment objectives in preparation for GCSE English literature mocks. 
Consolidate timings and exam technique with classes 

Spring 2 
GCSE English 
language  
 
Paper 1 and 
Paper 2 

 Range of punctuation 

 Full range of appropriate 
sentence forms 

 Control of agreement 

 Secure grammar 

 Assured understanding of 
purpose 

 Extensive and ambitious 
vocabulary 

 Sustained and consciously 
crafted use of devices. Eg. 

 Identify and interpret 
explicit and implicit 
information and ideas. 

 Select and synthesise 
evidence from 
different texts. 

Independent 
analysis of texts and 
sharing of 
interpretations. 
 

Assessment of Q4 
for Paper 2 
(Week 4) 

Use Past Paper June 
2018 

Mock Papers 

June 2019 

Paper 1: The Mill 

Paper 2: The 

Crossing 

Mock Paper May 2019 

Paper 1: Macbeth 

(Violence) 

ACC (Change) 

Paper 2: AIC 

(Selfishness/Important 

Lessons 

Poetry: Winter Swans 

(Romantic Feelings) 

Unseen: Happy and 

contented life  



 
Past Paper 
June 2018 

 Consistent use of standard 
English 

 Highly accurate spelling 
(including ambitious 
vocabulary) 

Similes, metaphors, 
onomatopoeia 

 Inventively structured 
with extensive use of 
discourse markers 

 Integrate highly developed 
complex and engaging 
ideas 

 Explain, comment on 
and analyse how 
writers use language 
and structure 

 to achieve effects and 
influence readers, 
using relevant subject 

 terminology to support 
their views. 

 Evaluate texts critically 
and support this with 
appropriate textual 
references. 

Independent  
answering of exam 
questions. 
 
Peer assessment 
against the mark 
criteria. 

Spring 2 
GCSE English 
literature 
Macbeth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Poetry and 
Unseen 

A04: Use a range of vocabulary and 
sentence structures for clarity, 
purpose and effect, with accurate 
spelling and punctuation. 
 
 
• Caesura for effect in a play 
• Punctuation for expression 
• Ellipsis 
• Parenthesis for formality 
• Subjunctive mood 
• Semi-colons and colons 
• Brackets and italics for stage 
directions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practise skills in employing the 
variety of punctuation skills in a 
piece of writing. 
 
Employ a range of dramatic devices 
in a piece of writing, as evidenced 
in the text, such as: 

 Characterisation 

 Entrances and Exits 

 Soliloquy 

 Dramatic Irony 

 Paradox 

 Motif 

 Asides 
 
Employ language features as 
evidenced in the text, such as: 

 Metaphor and Simile 

 Ambiguity (Equivocation) 

 Puns 

 Oxymorons 

 Imagery 

 Symbolism 

Consolidate understanding of 
the context in which the play is 
set and Shakespeare’s 
motivation to craft the play: 

 King James I 

 Queen Elizabeth I 

 Belief in the 
Supernatural 

 Treason 

 Divine Rights of Kings 
 
Identify and comment upon the 
dramatic and language devices 
listed left. 
 
Research Shakespeare’s 
biographical details. 
 
Respond to questions using 
evidence, explain and analysis 
in terms of feelings, themes 
and ideas, dramatic and 
language devices, context. 
 
Produce extended essays. 

Analysis of texts and 
sharing of 
interpretations. 
 
Answering of 
questions. 
 
Peer assessment 
against the mark 
criteria. 
 
Encourage an 
informed personal 
response to the 
text. 

GCSE English 
Literature: 
Macbeth 
Specimen Materials 
3 
Marriage between 
Macbeth and Lady 
Macbeth 
 (Week 6 
Assessment) 

Although A04 is not explicitly assessed 
on this paper, students should be 
encouraged to use accurate 
punctuation, expression and spelling.  
They could employ their knowledge of 
writer’s craft in their response, 
exploring the effects of: 
• Sentence forms for effect 
• Punctuation for effect 
• Structure for effect 
 
 
 

Research the social and historical 
context of a pre-19th Century poet 
from the anthology. 
 
Consolidate knowledge of the  
romantic poetry era. 
 
Develop knowledge of poet’s 
intended message. 
 
Read poems independently and as 
a group. 
 
Revise the following structural 
features: 
•sonnet structure  
•couplets 
•rhyme schemes  
•volta 
 
Revise the following language 
features: 
•Verbs, adverbs and adjectives 
•Similes, metaphors, 
personification. etc. 
•Sibilance, plosives, alliteration, 
hyperbole, etc. 
 
Respond to poetry in terms of: 
•themes, ideas and feelings 
•structural devices 
•language devices and context 
 
Respond to questions using 
evidence, explain and analysis in 
terms of feelings, themes and 
ideas, dramatic and language 
devices, context. 
 

A01: Critical, exploratory 
conceptualised response to 
task and text  
Judicious use of precise 
references to support 
interpretation(s) 
 
AO2: Analysis of writer’s 
methods with subject 
terminology used judiciously  
Exploration of effects of 
writer’s methods on reader 
 

Analysis of texts and 
sharing of 
interpretations. 
 
Answering of 
questions. 
 
Peer assessment 
against the mark 
criteria. 

 
 
 



Produce extended essays. 

Summer 1 
GCSE English 
language 
 
GCSE English 
literature 

Targeted Revision 
 
 
 

Targeted Revision 
 

Targeted Revision 
 
 
 

Targeted Revision 
 

Targeted Revision 
 
 
 

Targeted Revision 
 

Targeted Revision 
 
 
 

Targeted Revision 
 

 

Summer 2 
Exam Period 
English 
Language 
Examinations 
 
Paper One: 
Tuesday 5 
June 2020 
(AM) 
Paper 2: 
Friday 5 June 
2020 (AM) 
 
English 
Literature 
Examinations: 
Paper 1 
Wednesday 
13 May 2020 
(AM) 
 
Paper 2 
Thursday 21 
May 2020 
(AM) 

     

 


