
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  

Pupils feel safe in school. 

The behaviour of pupils is 

good. Pupils behave well in 

class and around the school 

site. Attendance is above 

the national average and 

continues to improve. 
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As our mission statement says, we strive to be 

‘a community of inspiration, excellence and 

opportunities for all to grow’. We see every young 

person as an individual with limitless potential. It is 

our role to inspire them to be the best that they 

can be and to open their eyes and minds to the 

possibilities of their futures.   

The platform for this is to achieve the best possible 

qualifications, these are the ‘keys’ that will open 

doors to higher education, apprenticeships and 

fulfilling careers; to put young people in control of 

their own destinies. But to be successful in work 

and in life they will need more than qualifications. 

They will need to be good team players, 

confident communicators and creative problem 

solvers. They will also need to learn how to stay 

healthy and safe in our increasingly complex 

world and make a positive contribution to their 

community. 

So our lessons go far beyond preparation for 

exams and we urge all our students to take 

advantage of the many opportunities beyond the 

classroom at Shirebrook Academy; opportunities 

to travel, to learn a musical instrument, to try new 

sports, to perform in front of an audience, to play 

for a school team, to volunteer at a community 

event or take on a leadership role.   

Above all else we aim to develop a love for 

learning that will last a lifetime. That means 

encouraging everyone to be open minded, to 

take risks in learning and to see mistakes as just the 

first step in learning. Whatever our current level of 

skill, knowledge and understanding, we can 

always improve, there is always more to learn. 

My expectations of the young people at 

Shirebrook Academy are very high and I know 

they are as determined as I am to succeed. I look 

forward to welcoming you and your child to our 

fantastic school community. 

Mark Cottingham 

Principal 

Leaders’ pastoral 

support for pupils is a 

strength of the school 
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Principal’s Foreword 

Thank you for your interest in Shirebrook Academy.   

 



 

 

 

  ACET 

Shirebrook Academy is a member of Aston 

Community Education Trust (ACET), a Multi-

Academy Trust comprising secondary and 

primary schools across South Yorkshire and North 

Derbyshire. Each school in the trust retains a 

Local Governing Body which reports to the ACET 

Board of Trustees. Whilst each school in the trust is 

different, we all share the following core values:  

 We are all responsible for all our 

children and young people. 

 All our learners will achieve; 

no one will be left behind. 

 Learning is our core business: 

investment, policy and strategy is 

driven by opportunities for learners. 

 Our academies are rooted in and 

responsive to the needs of local people. 

Through our membership of ACET we benefit 

from sharing expertise and advice between the 

schools and from the greater efficiencies of the 

‘back office’ systems of a larger organisation. 

This enables Shirebrook Academy to make the 

most efficient use of our resources and focus 

fully on ensuring our young people get the 

education they deserve. 

You can find out more about ACET by following 

the link on the Shirebrook Academy Web Site. 

www.shirebrookacademy.org 

 

Leaders have 

taken effective action to 

improve pupils’ progress. They 

have raised expectations and 

aspirations for pupils and staff  
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Pupils’ levels of 

engagement in their 

learning are strong. 
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Shirebrook Academy’s curriculum offer 

comprises a broad and innovative range of 

learning experiences planned for each student. 

Our curriculum allows all of our students to 

respond positively to the opportunities and 

challenges of a rapidly changing world. 

Our offer 

Students have their own personal Learning 

Journey which begins from the moment they 

start at Shirebrook Academy.    

‘Growth Mindset’ and Building Learning Power 

(BLP) initiatives and Personal Development 

lessons encourage the development of 

independent learning skills and resilience in 

students.  

Key Stage 3 comprises English, mathematics, 

science, computing, modern foreign languages, 

art, music, drama, physical education, design 

technology, geography, history and religious 

education as well as Personal Development 

lessons and bespoke days. At Key Stage 4, 

students study the Core subjects (English 

Language and Literature, mathematics and 

Science) and choose an additional four option 

subjects. 

Homework 

Independent learning at home is a vital way of 

developing skills in students and ultimately help 

them to secure the very best results at Key Stage 

4. Tasks are used to consolidate work started in 

lessons, to challenge thinking and to develop 

research skills; they extend learning beyond the 

school day and encourage self-discipline. The 

amount of Homework set will increase as 

students progress through the Academy. 

 

Leaders have a clear 

rationale for the school’s 

curriculum, founded on the 

needs of the pupils within the 

local context. They are 

committed to maintaining a 

broad curriculum offer. 
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School day 

The Academy day begins at 8.45am with a 

twenty-five-minute form period in which students’ 

uniform, equipment, achievement and behaviour 

are monitored and additional Pastoral care and 

intervention packages are delivered.  Each Year 

group also has a weekly Assembly led by their 

Head of Year, member of SLT or external speaker.  

During the day students complete six fifty minute 

lessons, ending at 3.10pm when extra-curricular 

activities and sporting events begin. 

Out of hours learning 

The Academy offers an extensive programme of 

extra-curricular and enrichment opportunities 

centred around our state of the art facilities. 

Students are welcomed into the Academy from 

breakfast time and there is a range of inspiring 

and engaging activities across all curriculum 

areas offered on a daily basis.   

In addition, students are provided with a wealth 

of opportunities to broaden their understanding 

of the world of work and Post-16 education 

including visits to universities and colleges.  We 

have links with local, regional and national 

businesses to ensure that students recognise 

alternatives routes into work such as 

apprenticeships. 

Ultimately, we offer our students a welcoming 

environment where they can feel safe and 

supported, where they can receive the guidance 

they need to succeed mentally, physically and 

socially. At Shirebrook Academy, we ensure our 

students are treated as individuals and achieve 

their best. 

 

 



 

 

  
Leaders also provide pupils 

with a rich ‘co-curriculum’ to 

develop pupils’ enrichment and 

leadership opportunities. Leaders 

regularly promote pupils’ personal, 

social, health and economic 

education. Similarly, they ensure 

that pupils’ spiritual, moral, social 

and cultural needs are very well 

catered for. 
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Careers & Higher Education 

Our work to prepare our students for life after 

school was given national recognition when we 

were named UK Runner-up and East Midlands 

Regional Winners in the British Chamber of 

Commerce Education & Business Partnership 

Awards in 2018. From Year 7 to Y11 we work with 

businesses and employers to ensure our students 

are ready for apprenticeships, interviews and 

the world of work. 

Similarly, we encourage our students to aim 

high and consider continuing their studies at 

University through partnerships with the 

University of Sheffield, University of Nottingham 

and The Access Project, which provides 

academic mentoring and guidance as well as 

visits to Oxbridge. 

 

The Academy places itself at the heart of the 

community and for students and community 

members alike it provides a service much wider 

than the core curriculum offer. 

Community Support 

The Academy is fully committed to supporting 

initiatives which raise aspirations, regenerate the 

community and improve the future prosperity of the 

Shirebrook area. The Academy is open outside of 

core school hours to provide a range of activities 

and facilities for community members and groups.  

We are keen to invite members of the local 

community to use our buildings outside of school 

hours and have employed ‘School Lettings 

Solutions’ to manage the site at these times so that 

our facilities can be used for the benefit of all. 

Please refer to our website for more details. 

www.shirebrookacademy.org 

 
Leaders ensure that the 

school is at the heart of 

the local community 
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There are strong 

relationships between 

students and adults. Pupils 

cooperate effectively with 

peers and offer each other 

support when they find a 

task more difficult. 
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It is our goal to inspire young people to be the 

best that they can be and anyone entering our 

state of the art building cannot fail to be inspired. 

Opened in April 2013 the school is designed to 

provide the top class facilities that the young 

people of this community deserve.  

From the light-flooded atrium to the bright and 

well-equipped classrooms; from the superb 

computing facilities to the high quality technology 

equipment; from the well-stocked library to the 

flexible science labs; from the extensive sports hall 

to the fields and 3G pitch; from the theatre to 

music rooms to art rooms – Shirebrook Academy 

has everything the 21st century learner needs to 

succeed. 

The building is enhanced by a range of displays, 

electronic and traditional, combining important 

information with inspirational messages, examples 

of high quality work and celebrations of our 

fantastic students. 

We regularly ‘dress-up’ the building for our 

popular curriculum theme weeks – recently it has 

been Hogwarts during Literacy Week, a festival 

exhibition space for Arts week and a giant 

piñata suspended over the atrium gave extra 

spice to Languages week. 

Whilst having a great building is a big help, it is 

people that make a school. True inspiration 

comes from every member of the school 

community, staff, students and parents alike, 

looking after each other and the school 

environment, taking pride in our achievements 

and reaching for the stars. 



 

  

Teachers’ work to promote 

pupils’ independence and 

resilience is beginning to have a 

positive impact. Pupils engage 

readily in discussions and share 

their ideas willingly. They respect 

other’s viewpoints, while offering 

alternative perspectives 
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At Shirebrook Academy, we believe that every 

young person should have the chance to excel 

and be recognised for their individual talents, 

personalities and strengths as a learner.  

We do this by recognising that every student is 

different and that, by working with every child as 

an individual, we can unlock their talents through 

a targeted education. 

Through personalised pathways, both in the 

curriculum and in the pastoral structure, we 

enable all students to achieve their full potential. 

This includes bespoke provision for our SEND 

students all the way through to the challenge 

and support offered for our High Achievers. 

We provide a unique curriculum for students at 

Key stage 3 and 4 through our bespoke BASE, 

Grow-3, Grow-4 and Academy Support lessons. 

We ensure we carefully plan and liaise with the 

child and parent/ carers to develop each 

individual student.  Support may involve working 

on improving behaviour, social and 

communication skills, self-esteem, confidence 

and emotional intelligence.  

In addition, our student welfare team offers a 

wider support network for our students through 

counselling, targeted support groups, mental 

health work and via external agency support. 

We offer intervention programmes and 

challenge days for High Achievers and provide 

specialised provision for EAL students through 

additional English lessons and teaching assistant 

support.  This holistic approach creates a caring 

and inclusive community which enables our 

students to maximise their pastoral and 

academic potential throughout their school life. 

Leaders promote a highly  

inclusive culture, with a key focus on 

encouraging equality and diversity. 

Strategies to support vulnerable pupils 

are well developed and very successful. 

Pupils who attend the ‘Base support unit’ 

for all or part of each day value the 

bespoke programmes designed to 

support their specific needs 
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Pupils have positive 

attitudes to learning and 

are keen to do well. Most 

pupils readily demonstrate 

the school’s ‘Five Ps’ of 

being present, punctual, 

prepared, polite and 

proud. 
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Leaders ensure that 

promoting pupils’ positive 

mental health retains a high 

profile in the school. With staff 

trained as mental health first 

aiders, pupils understand how 

important it is to keep both 

their minds & bodies 

fit and healthy 
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Shirebrook Academy students should 

come to school ready to work and 

portraying an image we’d expect 

to see in the workplace. 

The following uniform is 

compulsory for all students. 

Black blazer with Academy Badge  

(this is to be worn at all times) 

Academy Tie 

Boys: all years. 

Girls: years 7 and 8. 

Academy cravat 

an alternative option to Academy tie 

for girls in year 9 and above. 

White shirt or blouse with collar 

long or short sleeves. 

Plain black tailored trousers or knee length skirt. 

Black socks or plain black tights. 

Black leather shoes. (No trainers or high heels) 

 

Sport/PE kit 

Academy shorts; navy with turquoise panels. 

Boys - Academy navy round neck t-shirt with 

turquoise panels. 

Girls - Academy turquoise trophy neck t-shirt. 

Plain navy socks. 

Footwear applicable to the activity,  

e.g. football boots, indoor or outdoor trainers 

Tracksuits. 

Waterproof jackets.  

Extreme hair 

colours and styles 

and excessive 

make-up are 

not allowed 

 

Keep a check on your bling! 

Students can wear one flat ring on each hand, 

a watch, and one stud earring in each ear 

only. Bracelets and necklaces are not allowed. 

Body jewellery and facial piercings are also not 

allowed. Students will be asked to remove all 

prohibited jewellery and this will be stored in 

the school safe for parents to collect. 

Mobile Phones 

Whilst we do allow the use of mobile phones at 

the Academy, these must be used sensibly and 

only in designated areas in social times.  Any 

misuse of mobile phones will result in 

confiscation. 



 

  

Our Improvement Journey 2015-2019 

Commentary 

 4+E&M has improved by 35% and is now at national average. 

 5+ E&M has improved by 17% since 2017  

 Disadvantaged students 4+E&M has improved by 27% and is above the national 

average for disadvantaged students. 

 Disadvantaged students 5+E&M improved by 8% since 2017 and is equal to national 

average for disadvantaged students 

 ‘Other’ students 4+ E&M has improved by 42%.  

 ‘Other’ students 5+E&M improved by 21% since 2017. 

 Both are above the national average for ‘other’ students 
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’Disadvantaged’ refers to students who are eligible for Pupil Premium Funding due to having Free School 

Meals or being Looked After in Care. At Shirebrook 41% are classed as disadvantaged, about double the 

national average. ‘Other’ refers to all pupils who are not classed as disadvantaged. 



 

  

Exam Outcomes 2019 

Headline Measures 

A8 44.2 

Ebacc Standard Pass 13.4% 

Ebacc Strong Pass 9.4% 

Ebacc points 3.72 

 4+/5+/7+ 

English and Maths 64%/40%/9% 

English Language 65.3%/42.2%/8.8% 

English Literature 65.3%/37.4%/9.5% 

Best English 71.8%/48.3%/13.4% 

Maths 72%/54%/19% 

2 x Science 54%/35%/11% 

 

Headline Measures 

Subject 
Number in 

Cohort 

4+/5+/7+ 

(or P+/M+/D+ for vocational subjects) 

GCSE Art 14 64.3%/42.9%/21.4% 

GCSE Biology 31 87.1%/67.7%/25.8% 

BTEC H&S Care 45 95.6%/40%/15.6% 

BTEC Sport 36 97.2%/61.1%/36.1% 

GCSE Business Studies 23 82.6%/69.6%/21.7% 

GCSE Chemistry 31 77.4%/61.3%/29.0% 

GCSE Combined Science 116 46.5%/25%/6% 

GCSE Computing 14 71.4%/57.1%/21.4% 

GCSE Drama 11 18.2%/18.2%/0.0% 

GCSE DT Timbers 35 57.1%/48.6%/22.9% 

GCSE Food 18 61.1%/27.8%/0.0% 

GCSE French 21 71.4%/38.1%/19.0% 

GCSE Geography 75 40.0%/29.3%/12.0% 

GCSE History 77 58.4%/48.1%/22.1% 

ICT CIDA 18 88.9%/27.8%/5.6% 

GCSE Media 26 69.2%/30.8%/3.8% 

GCSE Music 12 25.0%/16.7%/16.7% 

GCSE PE 17 100%/100%/41.2% 

GCSE Photography 39 56.4%/41.0%/10.3% 

GCSE Physics 31 77.4%/58.1%/19.4% 

GCSE Polish 6 100%/100%/100% 

GCSE Spanish 18 77.8%/66.7%/44.4% 

GCSE Textiles 19 57.9%/52.6%/15.8% 

 



 

  



 

Common Lane, Shirebrook, Mansfield, 

Nottinghamshire NG20 8QF 

Tel: 01623742722 Fax: 01623 742206 

enquiries@shirebrookacademy.org 

www.shirebrookacademy.org 
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