
Modern Foreign Languages Department 
 

The Modern Foreign Languages department is an enthusiastic, driven and 

collaborative team that has built up a strong reputation for outstanding 

results. During the OFSTED inspection in March 2019 the inspector 

described the MFL Department as, “a competitive cauldron for how good 

teaching can be”.  

 

We are a vibrant, friendly and welcoming team of three full-time teachers 

and one part-time teacher with one department-based cover supervisor 

who also teaches some languages lessons. We also have a Teaching 

Assistant attached to a number of our lessons. Our department has the 

use of three well-equipped classrooms, all fitted with an interactive 

whiteboard. In addition to this, we also have access to the department’s 
own class sets of laptops and headphones to support independent work 

and interactive learning opportunities, as well as the wide range of 

facilities that the Academy’s new building offers to facilitate learning, such 

as iPads, computer suites and other specialist rooms. 

 

At KS3 students follow the Dynamo programme of study for French and 

the Claro programme of study for Spanish. Students study French and 

Spanish in Y7 and Y8. In Y9, top sets will continue with both languages with 

all other students opting to study French or Spanish based on personal 

preference and/or progress with KS4 study in mind. In KS4 students who 

have opted to study French or Spanish (or both) work towards the new 

AQA GCSE course. Students are taught in mixed prior attainment form 

groups in Y7 and are setted in Y8 and Y9. Groups in Y10/Y11 are mixed 

prior attainment. 

 

Provision of valuable enrichment opportunities is a strength of our 

department and we are proud to offer an annual residential to Paris (both 

in April and at Christmas) or Barcelona; as well as an exciting annual 

school exchange with a school in Toulon on the French Riviera. We also 

run a Languages Week aimed at opening students up to languages and 

culture outside of the MFL classroom and have recently launched a 

Languages Ambassadors programme aimed at giving students leadership 

opportunities and showcasing the true meaning of languages and cultural 

appreciation.  

 

High quality and enthusiastic learning and teaching is at the heart of 

everything we do and we are pleased to see high levels of enthusiasm, 

motivation and progress amongst our students. Our key improvement 

priorities as a department are to further increase the numbers opting for 

languages at KS4 and to ensure our SEND students are supported to make 

excellent progress.  

 

 

 


