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Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Nut Allergies 

We have several students in school with nut allergies. In severe cases direct or even indirect contact 

with nuts can cause a serious reaction including anaphylactic shock. As such, please ensure your 

child does not bring nuts to school. 
 

Nails 

It is becoming increasingly common for some students to wear very long nails, either natural or false. 

Whilst we have no objection to a well-manicured digit, the length of these nails is preventing some 

students from carrying out basic tasks such as typing, catching, working with food or other materials 

in technology or even holding a pen correctly! Clearly, this is interfering with their learning. Please 

help us and your child by ensuring that their nails are appropriate for school and do not prevent 

them from carrying out basic tasks.  
 

Lovely students 

I am always proud of our students and our newsletters are full of features celebrating their 

achievements and the many activities that they get involved with. Something we don’t often share 

though are the number of times members of the public contact us to say what a credit our students 

are to the school, their families and the community of Shirebrook and surrounding villages.  

 

Over the last few months I have been contacted several times by people wanting to praise our 

students. These have included: a local employer who takes both work experience students and 

employees and says our students are always the most polite and hard-working; an elderly resident 

who has been helped by some of our students and also commented on the number of young 

people she knows who say they love coming to school and are a really positive influence on the 

local community; hoteliers and airport staff who praised students on visits for their behaviour and  

politeness; visitors into school who comment on the welcome they receive from students, including 

Lord Bourne, the Parliamentary Under-Secretary for the Department of Communities & Local 

Government. 
 

People are often quick to criticise young people so it is heartening to know the positive impression 

that our students are making on the world at large!  
 

Many thanks for your continued support. 
 

Yours faithfully 

 

 
Mr M Cottingham 

Principal 

 



 


