
 

 

 

Covid-19 Student Update        19th March 2020 

Dear student,  

Can I begin by saying an enormous thank you and well done for the mature and level-headed attitude that 
you have demonstrated over the past week in school. Whilst many of us are rightly concerned by the 
unfolding situation, you have maintained a calm and purposeful atmosphere around school, taking your 
education seriously and looking after one another with care and respect. I am outlining below the support 
that Hyde will continue to offer over the coming weeks. If you think of things we could do to further 
support you, then please suggest these to me; “two minds are better than one”! 

If school is operating a reduced service, or is temporarily closed, it is REALLY important that you don’t miss 
out on several weeks’ worth of school. Your education is vital and you should not allow this situation to 
harm your schooling. Particularly for year 11 students, you are so close to your examinations that an 
increased focus at this point could really help boost your grades.  

Information for pupils having to work from home. 

Try to set up a quiet and tidy area in which to work. Access to the internet is really useful but avoid being 
distracted from non-school related distractions when studying. 

Teachers will set work electronically via email where possible; this might also be done via google classroom 
or Go4Schools; check all of these regularly for updates. 

Set yourself a sensible timetable of work. You typically go to 5 lessons during the day, so perhaps set 
yourself 5 periods of work per day whilst at home. Don’t forget the importance of breaks and the benefits 
of safe physical exercise. Keep up to date with the assigned tasks as teachers will regularly be setting 
further work and this may often build on prior work. 

If you have questions about the work set, feel free to email your teachers as many of them will be working 
from home. Please also understand that over the coming weeks a number of staff are likely to be poorly, so 
it would be unreasonable to expect all staff to answer immediately! You could support one another, in the 
same way you might do during a lesson, only via email or text. 

Further support for all our students 

Many of you already access the pastoral support in school, when you raise concerns with your Heads of 
Year or the Student Welfare team (Mrs Dawber and Mrs Williams); this support continues to be available to 
you even if you are working from home. Looking after your welfare and mental health is our top priority 
as a school so we are setting up a group of staff who can be contacted via help@hydecc.tameside.sch.uk. If 
you have any concerns relating to your emotional or physical well-being - just email the group, between 
9.00 am and 3.00 pm Monday to Friday, and one of the pastoral/welfare team will get back to you. 

You are a wonderful set of young people and I know that you will look after one another and your families 
during this difficult time. Remember that even when you are not in school we are still here for you. Work 
hard and stay safe. 

 
 
Andrea Radcliffe 
Headteacher 
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