
 

 

                          17th March 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Further to my previous letter relating to Covid-19, I am now writing to you with further specific advice and 
our plans for the coming weeks. Firstly though, I would like to thank all parents/carers for their continued 
support in a difficult situation.  School remains a calm, positive and productive place – I am so proud of our 
brilliant pupils for the manner in which they are conducting themselves. 

Current Government advice remains in place: “No education or children’s social care setting should close 
in response to a suspected or confirmed Covid-19 case unless advised to do so by Public Health England.” 

The Chief Medical Officer has advised that “the impact of closing schools on both children’s education and 
on the workforce will be substantial, but the benefit to public health may not be.  Decisions on future 
advice to schools will be taken based on the latest and best scientific evidence, which at this stage suggests 
children are a lower risk group.” 

It is very difficult to predict what might happen, but we have taken steps in school to plan as best we can 
for future events and would appreciate your support and understanding. 

 

Action we are taking now 

 Raising Awareness 

In tutor time, lessons and through assemblies we will continue to give sensible advice and guidance to all 
students. 

 Hand Washing 

All the toilets all have a plentiful supply of soap and we would encourage all students to wash their hands 
thoroughly at break and lunchtime as a minimum. 

 General Cleaning 

Robertson FM’s site team are working hard to keep the school clean and are on hand throughout the day 
to respond to requests, e.g. when soap dispensers require additional filling due to increased usage. 

 

Contingency planning 

The Government is planning for a range of future scenarios, one of which includes the possibility of a 
temporary school closure, but to date the Government’s preference is to keep schools open. This section 
of the letter sets out some of our plans IF we do have to close. 

As you will be aware, schools in a number of countries have closed for many weeks with no prior notice 
given. Should this happen to us, please note the following: 

 

 



 
1. Communication 

We have remote access to the parent and student database and can email or text parents to keep them 
updated. This and our website will provide you with up to date information. Please ensure that you check 
these regularly. 

2. Student learning 

It is vital that if the school closes, students should continue to study at home. Whilst there is no substitute 
for being in a classroom with a teacher, we will set work for all students via email, through Go4Schools and 
through tasks being sent home with students now. Parents can help us now by doing the following: 

• Making sure your son/daughter has access to their school email account from home, and that they can 
login to the school website and to Go4Schools. Ideally this would be using a laptop or PC, but we recognise 
that for many, access will be through their mobile phone or tablet.  We have asked students to let us know 
if online access would be a problem for them during any closure so that we can provide hard copies of 
work; if you are concerned that this may impact your child, please let us know immediately by emailing 
your child’s Head of Year. 

• Making sure your son/daughter has somewhere quiet to work. In the event of an extended school 
closure, we would ask parents and carers to try and ensure conditions at home are conducive to allow four 
hours of quality work each day. Teachers will be available via email to reply to any queries. 

3. School Trips 

The following overseas trips are in the calendar: 

Austria Ski Trip – now cancelled in line with Government guidance; Mr Leadbeater is updating those 
concerned 

Euro Disney Trip – please see below 

We will monitor guidance concerned with regard to foreign travel, please see 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus.  We will continue to advise the parents 
and carers of all students going on these trips as we receive more information. Please note that we will 
follow all Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) and DFE advice. Money shouldn't be an issue when 
dealing with health, but of course it is. Based upon information recently received, insurance companies are 
currently are only dealing with travel up to and including 10th April. Maybe after Easter the situation for 
advance travel will become clearer. 

4. Extra-curricular Activities and School Events 

It is possible that we will receive guidance about cancelling or postponing events which involve large 
gatherings. This may include the following events scheduled after Easter: 

Year 8 Employer Engagement Event – 30th April 

Year 8 Parents’ Evening – 30th April (information will be sent out immediately after the Easter holiday) 

School performance of Arabian Nights will be scheduled for later in the year. 

5. Examinations 

This is an area where we are still awaiting some more direction from JCQ, the body that regulates all public 
exams. Current advice is that we continue to prepare our students in Year 11 for their GCSEs and BTECs as 
normal. In the event of school closure, we will find alternative ways of supporting these students. 
However, as we get nearer to the exam dates, revision from home will be even more vital and staff will 
continue to support their exam classes via the methods outlined earlier. As we hear more from the 
Department of Education we will update you. If school is forced to close, then Easter revision classes will 
unfortunately have to be suspended. 

 



 
6. Staff Absence 

It is possible that for a period of time, the school will be open but a higher than normal number of staff 
may be absent. Whilst the Government are “relaxing” the law regarding maximum class size, in reality this 
has no practical meaning for secondary schools. Rooms have a maximum capacity and students are taught 
by subject specialists. If high staff absence does become the case, we will do everything we can to remain 
open, but we will prioritise our exam classes and we reserve the right to open partially for other year 
groups at short notice. However, this would be a last resort and work will be provided. 

7. Pupil Absence due to self-isolation 

If pupils are absent from school but are not unwell, they should complete any work already set by teachers 
and check for instructions on school email or Go4Schools.  There is also a list of web-based resources at the 
end of this letter for each subject area. 

 

Further advice for parents and carers 

This is a fast-moving situation and at the time of writing this letter, the risk level is deemed low to 
moderate, although for parents/guardians wishing to keep up to date with the latest situation, the 
following links may be helpful: 

Updates on COVID-19: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus  

Guidance for schools: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educationalsettings-
about-covid-19  

The Government Coronavirus Action Plan; a guide to what you can expect across the UK: 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-action-plan  

 

Mental Health and Well Being 

Students may well become more concerned about Covid-19 as the Government takes action during the 
delay phase. We all have a role to play in managing this and we should all endeavour to: 

• Do our best not to sensationalise or overdramatise this issue 

• Steer students away from some of the extreme newspaper and social media coverage 

• Be honest with students but stick to known facts 

• Avoid passing our own concerns or stresses to our children/students 

The risk to young people who are not suffering underlying health conditions is low. There will be a small 
number of students, staff and your own family members with suppressed immune systems, please do take 
advice from NHS 111 and government websites. 

 

Finally, this is clearly a difficult and unprecedented situation for us all and we are doing our very best to 
react to and pre-empt situations as they arise, so we are asking for your continued support as we take 
decisions in order to protect the health and welfare of all at Hyde Community College. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Andrea Radcliffe 

Headteacher 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educationalsettings-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educationalsettings-about-covid-19
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-action-plan


 
Web-based resources: 

BTEC  Music 
Technology 
  

Memrise - www.memrise.com/group/116922 
Yacapaca - www.yacapaca.com (Students have been issued with user names 
& passwords) 

Business Studies Seneca Learning: https://www.senecalearning.com/ 
GCSE pod: https://www.gcsepod.com/ 
BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zpsvr82 

Computer Science Gojimo: http://www.gojimo.com/ 
Quizizz: https://quizizz.com/admin/quiz/5aed7e174ed324001bd45cc6/aqa-
computer-science-giant-quizizz-paper-1 
https://app.senecalearning.com/ 
GCSE Pod:  https://www.gcsepod.com/ 

BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/z34k7ty 

Cross  
curricular 

GCSE Pod:  https://www.gcsepod.com/ 

Gojimo: http://www.gojimo.com/ 
Seneca Learning: https://www.senecalearning.com/ 
Quizlet: https://quizlet.com/en-gb/students 

Drama GCSE Pod:  https://www.gcsepod.com/ 

English and  
English  
Literature 

BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/z2whg82 
English Biz: http://www.englishbiz.co.uk/ 
Teachwire: https://www.teachwire.net/news/the-best-revision-resources-
for-gcse-english-literature 
Sparknotes: https://www.sparknotes.com/ 

Geography https://studywise.co.uk/gcse-revision/geography/ 

History GCSE Pod:  https://www.gcsepod.com/ 
https://www.senecalearning.com/ 
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/z29rbk7 - Early Elizabethan England 
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zymqwxs  - Weimar and Nazi 
Germany 
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zwbysg8 - Cold War 

Hospitality Caterer: www.caterer.com 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zbtvxyc   
https://www.memrise.com/course/565222/gcse-catering-wjec/   

iMedia Memrise: https://www.memrise.com/  

Maths Mathswatch: vle.mathswatch.co.uk 
Mathsgenie: www.mathsgenie.co.uk 
Corbett Maths: www.corbettmaths.com 
Mr Barton Maths: www.mrbartonmaths.com 
Maths Made Easy: www.mathsmadeeasy.co.uk 
On Maths: https://www.onmaths.com/ 

MFL Memrise: www.memrise.com 
Linguascope: www.linguascope.com 
Duo Lingo: www.duolingo.com 
Languages Online: www.languagesonline.org.uk 
Francais Extra: www.francaisextra.com 
Espanol Extra: www.espanol-extra.co.uk/ 
French Games: www.french-games.net 
Spanish Games: www.spanish-games.net 
German Games: www.german-games.net 
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Music Memrise - www.memrise.com 
Music First - https://hyde.musicfirst.co.uk/app (Students have been issued 
with user names & passwords) 
Music Theory - www.musictheory.net 
 

Physics https://www.freesciencelessons.co.uk/ 
http://www.passmyexams.co.uk/GCSE/physics/ 
https://www.gcse.com/physics.htm 
http://www.gcsescience.com/gcse-physics-revision.htm 
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zpm6fg8 
https://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/physics 
https://www.projectgcse.co.uk/gcse_physics 
 

Product  
Design 

 http://www.technologystudent.com/pdf14/maths_time_line1.pdf 
 http://www.technologystudent.com/ 
 https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zybc87h 
 http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2016-17/16-
17_1-4/website/index.html 
 https://revisionworld.com/gcse-revision/design-technology/aqa-product-
design-0 
www.gcsepod.com 

Religious Education https://revisionworld.com/gcse-revision/rs-religious-studies 
Seneca:  https://www.senecalearning.com/ 
Bitesize 
Youtube: MrMcMillanREvis 
Seneca – Look at:  EDUQAS GCSE RE SPEC. A 

Spanish www.memrise.com The entire GCSE AQA 9-1 specification has been added 
to your group page. Please ensure you are remembering to use this. 
www.espanol-extra.co.uk username: hydecc100 password: hccmfl great for 
both vocabulary in Topics area and Grammar 
www.linguascope.com username: hydecc password:hydemfl  - Intermediate 
section  
www.senecalearning.com 
https://revisionworld.com/gcse-revision/spanish/spanish-gcse-past-
papers/aqa-gcse-spanish-past-papers  
GCSE pod: https://www.gcsepod.com/ 
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