
 
February 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We are already over half way through this academic year and when we return from half term, Year 11 will have just 

9 school weeks until their GCSE exams begin.  So many of them are taking full advantage of all the additional 

opportunities available for study before and after school and they are all aware that they should be putting in some 

significant revision at home now.  Their final mock exams directly after half term will give a clear indication of where 

they need to focus their efforts in the coming weeks and we will support them all the way. 

Year 9 are due to consider their choices for Key Stage 4 and at their Options Evening (27th February) and Parents’ 

Evening (5th March) we will provide all the information you need to help with these decisions. 

I would like to inform/remind you about some important issues: 

Late Detentions 
We have an issue with some pupils regularly failing to arrive at school on time and we are introducing a new system 

of detentions for lateness to encourage better punctuality.  School doors open at 8:30am every day with registration 

starting at 8:50am. Students are expected to be in their form room by 8.50am prompt; anyone arriving after this 

time is marked as late.  If your child is marked late, you will receive a text message explaining this.   

Students arriving late will attend an after school detention on Friday. The amount of time they will spend in 

detention depends on the number of times they have been late in that week: 1 late = 20 minutes, 2 lates = 30 

minutes and so on up to 5 lates = 1 hour.   

We recognise that there may be occasions when lateness cannot be avoided. If there is a genuine reason why your 

child is late on any given day please contact school and we will try to help. 

Access to the Car Park at the end of the day 
As previously advised, the school car park is not accessible to parents/carers collecting pupils at the end of 

the school day for health and safety reasons other than for pupils with additional accessibility needs.  We ask that 

parents/carers arrange a place away from school to meet your child/ren for collection.  Under no circumstances 

should cars be parked across the closed double gate as this is our emergency entrance; failure to comply with this 

will be reported to the police.  We apologise for any inconvenience caused but our students’ safety is our primary 

concern and we do ask that parents/carers collecting pupils show due respect for our neighbours.  Many thanks for 

your cooperation in this regard. 

 

PE Kit 
We have a new range of PE kit legwear which is available with immediate effect. If your child has the previous PE kit 

legwear, they may continue to use this until it needs replacing. Please see the end of this letter for full details. 

 

Uniform 
I would like to take this opportunity to remind all parents and carers about some key uniform guidance: 

• Plain black shoes (below the ankle bone) only – canvas shoes are not allowed. 

• Trousers, for boy and girls, must be full length (not ankle grazers) and appropriate for school – no lycra, 

skinny trousers, jeans or jeans-type trousers. 



• Skirts should be of an appropriate length for school.  Too many girls are wearing very short skirts and may be 

requested to wear trousers for school if they continue to flout the rules; parents will be advised of any 

warnings issued in this respect. 

• No makeup is allowed in Years 7 – 9; in Years 10 and 11 pupils may wear discreet foundation and mascara 

only.  

• False eyelashes are NOT appropriate for school. 

• Jewellery is not permitted. 

Thank you so much for your continued support with respect to uniform; the vast majority of our pupils attend school 

in full uniform every day and look consistently smart.  

Newsflash – our school name 
When we moved into this school building in 2012, the name of the school was changed to Hyde Community College 

to reflect the move to 11 – 18 education.  As I’m sure you are aware, the Sixth Form closed in 2016.  We are now 

planning to change our name again to reflect that we are a school and not a college at all.  We polled staff and then 

gave the final say to our fantastic pupils who voted overwhelmingly (68%) for ‘Hyde High School’.  They felt that this 

reflects how proud we are to be part of the community of Hyde and our high standards and high expectations. We 

aim to make this official from September and will keep everyone fully informed.  

We are also adding black blazers to our school uniform from September this year; this is in response to repeated 

requests from pupils who have consistently expressed a desire to be ‘as smart as other schools’ and to be able to 

wear their achievement badges with pride.  This will also help us to address the issue of many pupils coming to 

school without any kind coat even in the midst of winter.  The new Year 7 intake will be expected to have blazers 

from September, all other year groups can wear them if they choose to but it will not be compulsory for a further 12 

months i.e. September 2021.  Pupils’ only concern appears to be whether they will be allowed to take blazers off in 

lessons if the weather is warm – of course they will!  Costs are estimated to be between £30 and £36 depending on 

size – more information as soon as we have it. 

We wish you an enjoyable half term break and look forward to a positive and productive second half of the spring 

term. 

Yours sincerely, 
   
Andrea Radcliffe 

Headteacher 

 
 

Year 9 Options Evening - Thursday 27th February 2020 5.30pm - 6.30pm 
This is a fantastic opportunity for year 9 parents/carers and students to attend an evening designed to inform 

you about the options process. There will be a presentation in the Activities Suite outlining the process 

including advice on making good choices. This will be followed by an opportunity to browse "market stalls" 

staffed by subject teachers who can offer more specific advice on options courses and potential routes to 

further education and employment. Thank you, Mr Houghton. 

 
 

Pastoral care team 

Lower School Team: 

• Head of Lower School - Mr S Broderick 

• Head of Year 7 - Mrs D Millington 

• Head of Year 8 – Mrs E Etches 

• Head of Year 9 – Miss A Brown 

Upper School Team: 

• Head of Upper School - Mr M Leadbeater 

• Head of Year 10 - Mrs R Addison 

• Head of Year 11 - Mr S Buckley 

  



Best Engineered Car Award: F1 Regional Final 
 

 A massive congratulations to Sophie D, Rachel D, Max P and Grace K for their fantastic achievement winning the 

best Engineered Car Award at the F1 Schools Regional Final. They finished 8th overall in the regional competition, 

impressing the judges with their development portfolio and presentation. Well done team! Mr Brogan and Mr 

Brodie 

 
 

 

 

Student Leadership Team Update 
 

Willow Wood Hospice 
The student leadership team planned two events to raise money for the Willow Wood Hospice, which is our 

chosen school charity this year. 

                                                                       Pamper Hampers                                                            
                                                           Pamper Hampers have been made using  

                                                           contributions from students and staff.    

                                                           Raffle tickets are now on sale for 50p.              

                                                           All proceeds are going to the Willow                        

                                                           Wood Hospice.  

 

                                                                                                               Cake Sale 
                                                                                                              On Thursday 13th Feb the student leadership team              

                                                                                                              and the PIE team (Pursuing Individual Excellence)  

                                                                                                              baked and accepted contributions for a massive                             

                                                                                                              cake sale. All proceeds raised are   

                                                                                                              going to the Willow Wood Hospice. What a fantastic  

                                                                                                              effort! Mrs Brett, Mrs Wrigley and Mr Power 

 
 

CERN trip to Switzerland 

The annual trip to Switzerland to visit the Large Hadron Collider 

at CERN went really well again this year. As well as the chance 

to talk to part of the team responsible for finding the Higg’s 

boson, the students also got a chance to sample traditional 

Swiss cuisine at the fondue night, ice skate in the open air at the 

Christmas markets and try and beat their friends at bowling. A 

great time was had by all and our students were a credit to the 

school. Dr Allott. 

 

 

 

 



 

Careers in Medicine 

 

 

We have been very fortunate this year to have had two 

visits from a team of doctors who were aiming to promote 

careers in medicine.  

A session was held for some year 8 students in September 

followed by a session for some year 7 students this January. 

The students looked great dressing up as surgeons and 

locating body parts on their partners.  

All the students involved were fantastic and impressed the 

doctors with their behaviour and knowledge. The range of 

opportunities within medicine inspired many of the students 

to consider new potential career pathways.  

Dr Allott 

 

 

GCSE Science LIVE Trip 

Our budding Year 10 scientists attended the fantastic Science Live event at the Bridgewater Hall in Manchester. 

These are exciting, inspirational events designed specifically for GSCE science students, where eminent scientists 

and broadcasters talk about anthropology, genetics, astronomy and cosmology. 

Students heard from Professor Alice Roberts, Professor Steve Jones, Dr Maggie Aderin-Pocock and especially 

loved Professor Jim Al-Khalili’s talk about time travel! They were also provided with some very useful revision and 

exam tips from a GCSE Chief Examiner. Students had a fantastic, interactive learning day and once again, were a 

credit to the school. Mr Beech and Mrs Jishi 

 
 

Year 9 Salford University Trip 

Year 9 students recently visited Salford University. They watched a performance and took part in various 

workshops which helped them consider what options they would take. They also received a taster of university 

life: going on a campus tour, visiting the gym, Halls of Residence and the library. Miss Nichols and Miss Amdurer

 
 



SPORTS NEWS 
 

Year 9 Athletics Team Triumph 
The Year 9 athletics teams did brilliantly at the Tameside Athletics competition with the boys’ team winning 

GOLD and the girls’ team winning SILVER. Well done from all the PE staff! 

 
 

Year 8 Boys Athletics Team wins bronze 
The Year 8 boys’ athletics team also smashed it at the Tameside Athletics competition winning BRONZE. Well 

done from all the PE staff! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Music Badge of Excellence 
Students are continuing to work hard in Music lessons to collect all 5 excellence stickers 

in order to be awarded the Badge of Excellence and a place on the London Music Trip in 

July. Congratulations to: 

Year 7 – Lily S; Ebony R; Fathia G; Harry M; Mayesha T; Charlotte L; Aaron M; Lucy-Ellen 

D; Vincent W and Olivia D. 

Year 8 – Anuva A; Aamilah F; Carly E and Ikram S. 

Year 9 – Kaetlyn B; Codi R; Saaliha A; Aneeqah B and Mia G. 

KS4 – Dayna S; Jessica F; Ellie H; Lillie C and Thomas M. 
 

 

Individual Success 
Well done to Polly F in Y11 who performed at the Open Mic UK final at the O2 at the 

start of the month! We are all very proud of Polly’s amazing achievements and look 

forward to recording and releasing her original songs on Hyde CC Records. 

 

New Revolution are continuing to build a name for themselves in the local area, recently 

performing with Clint Boon (Inspiral Carpets) at Pop in Hyde and at Rebellion in 

Manchester. The band continue to inspire our musicians in school! 
 

Hallé Orchestra Trip 
Current and potential GCSE Music students visited the Bridgewater Hall in Manchester to 

see the Hallé Orchestra perform live.  

 

The orchestra treated students to a vast array of classical music from Mozart to Star 

Wars! The trip was thoroughly enjoyed by all and will now be an annual event for GCSE 

Music students. 

 

 

BIMM Music College & University Trip 
All current Y10 and Y11 music students have been invited to attend a performance day at 

BIMM Music College and University on Thursday 19th March.  

 

Students will receive expert tuition from industry experts and explore the amazing 

facilities and equipment the college has.  

 

Students will also be given careers advice from the institution where George Ezra and 

James Bay have both studied. Wow! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC: Upcoming Events 
 

• Thursday 19th March 2020 – 9am until 4pm – BIMM Visit – Open to Y10 and Y11 

music students. 

• Saturday 16th May 2020 – 11am until 1pm – Hyde on Tour, Hyde Market – All 

welcome. 

• Wednesday 8th / Thursday 9th July 2020 – London Music Trip – Music badge 

holders. 

• Saturday 11th July 2020 – 11am until 1pm – Hyde on Tour, Hyde Market – All 

welcome. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Trips Planned this academic year….. 
 

Wednesday 26th February 2020 Year 10 & 11 Drama trip to see ‘A Monster Calls’ at The Lowry 

Thursday 19th March 2020 Year 10 & 11 trip to BIMM College and University 

Thursday 2nd April 2020 Year 8 Gateways trip to the University of Manchester 

3rd – 11th April 2020 Ski Trip to Austria (all years) 

Friday 24th April 2020 Year 9 trip to the Imperial War Museum 

Tuesday 12th May 2020 Year 7 Gateways trip to the University of Manchester 

24th – 27th May 2020 Disneyland Paris trip to France (all years) 

3rd – 5th June 2020 Year 7 and 8 Design and Technology Bushcraft trip to Castle Howard in Yorkshire 

Friday 3rd July 2020 Year 10 College Taster Day 

8th – 9th July 2020 London Music Trip (all years) 

4th – 6th December 2020 

 

Christmas Markets trip to Aachen, Valkenburg and Bruges (all years) – Places still 

available on ParentPay or contact Mrs Millington. 

 

Dates for your diary: 2019-20 

Friday 14th February 2020 School closed to pupils – INSET Day 

Monday 17th – Friday 21st February 2020 Half term holiday 

Monday 24th February 2020 Back to school 

Monday 24th – Friday 28th Feb 2020 Year 11 Mocks 2 

Thursday 27th February 2020 Year 9 Options Evening @ 5.30pm 

Thursday 5th March 2020 Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

Monday 6th – Friday 17th April 2020 Easter holiday 

Monday 20th April 2020 Back to school 

Thursday 30th April 2020 Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 8th May 2020 Bank Holiday: School closed 

Monday 11th May 2020 Exam season begins 

Saturday 16th May 2020  Hyde on Tour, Hyde Market – All welcome. 11.00am – 1.00pm 

Wednesday 20th May 2020 Parent Voice – 4.30pm 

Monday 25th – Friday 29th May 2020 Half term holiday 

Monday 1st June 2020 Back to school 

Thursday 11th June 2020 Year 7 Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 18th – Wednesday 24th June 2020 Year 10 Mocks 

Saturday 11th July 2020 Hyde on Tour, Hyde Market – All welcome. 11.00am – 1.00pm 

Thursday 16th July 2020 Term ends 

Thursday 20th August 2020 GCSE Results day (10am – 12 noon) 



 

 

 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 
Who is eligible for free school meals?  

Free school meals are available to pupils in receipt of, or whose parents are in receipt of, one or more of the 

following benefits:  

 

• Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as assessed by 

earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods) 

• Income Support  

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance  

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance  

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999  

• The guarantee element of Pension Credit  

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no 

more than £16,190)  

• Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit  

 

To apply for Free School Meals please log into the following website where you will be asked for 

information relevant to your claim: https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims-tameside 

 

If you have a problem accessing the website, please contact school. 

If your claim is refused you can bring evidence of benefits into the School reception and we will check if you are 

entitled. 

Uniform Grant 
If your child/children are eligible for free school meals, a uniform grant of up to £40 per child can be claimed on an 

annual basis for your child/children during their time at Hyde Community College. You will be able to order 

uniform from our school supplier (Monkhouse) up to the value of £40 for each child.  The order forms are 

available from the School Reception.  

NB: all parents/carers - our uniform suppliers are Monkhouse based in Stockport where you can order online 

with click and collect (www.monkhouse.com) delivery to school and Kids Stop, Hyde. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter  



PE Kit Update: Hyde Community College 
 

The PE Department at Hyde Community College have changed the options for legwear for 

students. The new options for legwear are available with immediate effect from Kidstop in 

Hyde. The new kit will also be available later in the year from Monkhouse (online and in 

store in the Stockport shop) and via school if applying for the uniform grant. If your child has 

the old-style PE legwear they may continue to use this until it needs replacing.  We have 

secured a lower price on the new PE shorts and tracksuit bottoms. 

 

LEGWEAR - Students now have a choice of: 

• Black shorts with Hyde CC logo (girls and boys) 

• Black tracksuit bottoms with Hyde CC logo (girls and boys) 

• Black skorts with Hyde CC logo (girls only) 

• Black leggings with Hyde CC logo (girls only) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shorts & tracksuit bottoms          Skort and leggings                         Shorts & tracksuit bottoms 

 

Tops – these remain unchanged: 

• Royal blue games polo shirt with Hyde CC logo 

• Royal blue hooded top with Hyde CC logo (optional for use by KS3 pupils in PE 

lessons in cold weather) 

• Black hooded top with Hyde CC logo (optional for use by KS4 pupils in PE lessons in 

cold weather) 

• Trainers (appropriate for PE but different to school shoes) 
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