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    Dear Year 11,  

The time is fast approaching when we will be waving you off to start the next stage in your lives which 

will involve lots of big changes for you all.  

College followed by university for some. Apprenticeships followed by work for many.  For all of you, 

however, it will simply be the next stage towards your career and life goals. 

There will be many laughs and tears shared along the way and lots of hard work, but it will all be worth 

it and is part of life’s rich tapestry of growing up and becoming the wonderful adults you have the po-

tential to become. 

For now: you have 2 weeks before the real exams begin and  for many of you this is the culmination of 

5 years hard work, and you are so ready for these to get going. For those of you who haven’t done the 

best preparation possible so far, you can still make a difference. Every minute of revision is invaluable 

and will result in a better result than if it hadn’t been done. 

We have the Leavers’ Prom at the end of June and it’s my best night out of the year so let’s get the ex-

ams done and get our party shoes ready for a brilliant end to our time at Hyde 

CC. 

With my very best wishes,  Mrs Addison x  

    Dear Class of 2019, 

It seems like such a short time since you moved up from primary school in September 2014 and 
here you are getting ready to move on again.  We have watched those primary school children 
grow into young adults and I hope that you feel ready for your exams and for what comes after - 
college, apprenticeship, whatever that happens to be.  I hope too that you make the most of your 
last few weeks here and that you work as hard as you can with all of your teachers to achieve the 
best set of results you can.   

We are here to help and on behalf of all the staff, I would like to wish you good luck in your ex-
ams ... every bit of revision counts at this stage so never give up.  You have such potential within 
you - we wish you every success.     

 Mrs Radcliffe :)  
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Mrs Addison  

Mrs Radcliffe 



In each ‘Final Countdown’ issue, members of staff 

will pass on messages to students who are putting 

in the effort, working hard towards their targets, 

making clear progress,  demonstrating fab resili-

ence and generally doing a top job!  Check out 

below to see if your name is in print! 
Well done to my class for 

all your hard work over the 

last two and a half years! 

One final push! You can all 

do it!  

Miss Cavanagh  

Khadijah A, Sayeema A, Somrat A, Tasfia A, Shamima A, 

Aneesah A, Tobiasz C, Ruhan C, Saharup C, Samiha C, Jennifer 

C, Emily G, Jordon H, Lamia K, Mahin K, Fahmida N, Fahija R, 

Natasha S, Dominic T, Reece W, Nasir A, Sami A, Yamin A, 

Nadiyah A, Monir A, Jameelah B, Sufyan C, Natasha C, Jacob 

D, Sayma F, Abir H, Fayez H, Mahi H, Filip K, Jubaire M, Me-

heer M, Connor O, Laura S, Jessica W, Abby W: 

Well done for attending our first Monday Easter revision day 

in the holidays.  

Mr 

Houghton 

11Sp1 :  

Well done to those who attended 

the Easter revision session and 

those who have worked hard over 

the holidays practising for the 

speaking exam. You are almost 

there, ¡buena suerte!  

Miss Taylor  

Ellie G, Bayley M, Harvey M, Fahija R, Yasmin R, 

Natasha S, Paige S, Fraser R, Jasmine S: 

Well done for attending our revision day in the 

holidays.  

Mr Johnson  

Sayeema A, Somrat A, Tasfia A, Shamima A, Aneesah A, Bilqis B, Ruhan C, Saharup 

C, Samiha C, Zak F, Jordon H, Lamia K, Georgia M, Natasha S, Dominic T, Reece W, 

Nasir A, Yamin A, Nadiyah A, Jameelah B, Natasha C, Sayma F, Abir H, Fayez H, 

Mahi H, Filip K, Jubaire M, Meheer M, Connor O, Laura S, Jessica W,  Abby W: 

Well done for attending our second Monday Easter revision day in the holidays.  

Mr Houghton 

Khadijah, Nasir, Somrat, Tasfia, Aneesah, Alima, Najira, 

Tahmina, Sameera, Samiha, Summer, Alex, Lamia, 

Fahmida, Elizabeth: Fantastically well done for attending 

the Spanish revision session in the holidays. Keep up the 

amazing work and it will definitely pay off. :)  

Mrs Eyre 

Textiles: 

A massive thank you to everyone 

who came in during the Easter holi-

days. Your efforts will pay off! Keep 

up with your positive attitude for 

the final push to complete your 

coursework! You can do it!  

Mrs Brett 



Triple Biology students - 11A1, 11A2 

and 11B1: 

Well done on all the hard work over 

the last two years. Keep revising hard 

right up to the end so that you get the 

high grades you deserve.  

Dr Allott 

Rahana B Jaylea B, Joshua B, Martin L, Jan P, 

Thomas R, Harvey D:   

Well done on all of the hard work over the past 

two years. Keep up the good work!  

Miss Owen  

All my year 11 class:  

Exam work all done, just a few lessons left to the 

end of your art course. You have all worked so 

hard, keep chipping away at those unfinished tasks. 

You've got this!  

My whole class: 

Really well done for the last 2 years. I'm 

so proud of you all and know that if you 

continue to work as hard as you have 

been doing you will do brilliantly in these 

exams and beyond. You're turning into 

excellent human beings and you are 

great. Final push!!!  Mr Shaw 

Demi W, Nasir A, Zak F, Jordan H: 

Well done for all of your efforts in our 

group sessions. It's been lovely to see 

your confidence grow.  

Y11 History: 

Well done to all those who came in to do revision 

in the Easter holidays - keep going!  

Mrs Stringer 

Y11 History: 

Well done to all those who have been attending his-

tory intervention during PE time. Keep up the effort!  

To 11C:  

You have been a fabulous form - Thank you 

- Keep up the good work and positivity. 

Hard work and determination will give you 

everything you deserve.  

Mrs Halliwell 

Mrs Wrigley 

Mr Radcliffe 

Yr11 students attending science revi-

sion sessions: 

Well done for putting in the extra 

effort - it will pay off!  

Ms Bentley  

Jameelah B, Abby W, Shamima A, Sayeema A, Nasir A, Sayma F, Lamia K: 

Well done for your continued use of GCSE Pod—you are our top 6 on the 

leader board for Y11!  Your extra hard work will pay off.  

GCSE POD 



Students who came in at Easter : 

Well done for coming in for extra revision, the 

hard work will pay off!  

Miss Sharma 

Form 11A : 

Thank you to all those that show dedication to 

their studies, have great manners, are responsi-

ble and always do the right thing. You have been 

a great form these past 5 years. Not long to go 

until you are free of my badgering!  

Mr Beech 

Chemistry revision class attendees : 

Thank you for caring, people - chemistry is hard, that's why it is a worthwhile qualification. It 

shows how smart you are. Keep up the effort and I'm always available for you to drop in and 

ask for help if you don't get something.  

11A1: 

Well done to all of you for your perseverance 

and hard work. Keep practising and revising - 

it really makes a difference!  

Miss Nichols  Aaishah B, Halimo M, Sanjedha Z, Megan  B: 

Great effort and hard work in Maths lessons and 

revision. Keep it up!  

Miss Yordanova 

Livia C and Daniel Q: 

Keep up with the good work! It will pay 

off!  

Alex F, James W, Connor M, Megan C: 

Great effort in withdrawal from science! 

Dr Warhurst  

Livia C, Alex G, Naheid H, Ashraful I, Ethan K, Maciej K, CJ 

M, Shipu M, Halimo M, Shawna P, Connah P, Matthew W, 

Eddie Y, Sanjedha Z: 

It’s been (how can I say this?) an eventful 2 years.  I wish 

you all the very best in your exams—revise, remember 

quotes, make cue cards, practise essays and watch GCSE 

Pod. Work hard and do your best! 

Ms Mallon  

Well done for all the effort and determi-

nation you have put in to Child Develop-

ment over the last 2 years.  Not long to 

go now, keep it up!  

Mrs Johnson  

All Y11 Triple chemistry students : 

Thank you and well done for all of your hard work 

and effort over the past 2 years. Keep up the revi-

sion and you will get what you deserve :)  



Each issue of your ‘Final Countdown’ will provide you with relevant 

and useful  advice, hints and tips in the run up to the exam season.   

One of the best ways to prepare for tests is by testing. How can you self-test?  

• Pretend you are expert and perform in front of an imaginary (or real!) audience. 

• Read through your notes/flashcards several times and explain the key ideas to someone else.  

• Say the key ideas out loud to yourself.  

• Teach it to someone else. 

• Write down the key ideas from your memory (not just from the book).  

 

Doing this is 20-30% better than just sitting and staring at your notes.  

 

 

 

HERE’S JUST A FEW IDEAS OF HOW TO VARY YOUR REVISION TECHNIQUES AND STRATEGIES: 

Active Revision: This doesn’t mean you have to do star jumps when remembering trigonome-

try – but it does mean that you need to ‘exercise’ your mind! Simply re-reading your notes is a 

very ineffective way to revise. According to scientists, your rain will retain less than 10% of 

what you read, unless you also do something active to boost your brain power.  

Listen to yourself: Bizarre though it sounds, some people swear by recording themselves 

reading their notes aloud and then listening back to the track again—a great way to revise if 

you love your technology! 

Keep things colourful: Creating colourful A3 posters and drawing bright mind maps can be 

just as helpful as producing pages of writing Using bright stationary and colour-coding notes ac-

cording to topics can also help to tackle the boredom you might feel with only working in black 

and white.  

Post-It: Using Post-It notes can be a fun and powerful way to work on remembering important 

ideas, facts and definitions. Write single words on brightly coloured post-its and stick them 

around the house, placing them on everyday objects such as the kettle, the fridge door… even 

on top of the toilet!  

Buddy Revision: Independent revision can be highly effective, but combining this with revision 

with a friend, or as a part of a group, is another good approach. It’s a great way to add variety 

to your routine, providing you concentrate on the task in hand.  



 

Watch out for exam stress and be aware of the signs. Signs of stress can include:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

What can you do if you are feeling stressed?  

1. Eat well – a balanced diet is vital to health and feeling well (avoid foods high in fat and sugar).  

2. Get enough sleep – most teenagers need 8-10 hours a night, wind down before going to sleep 

and avoid late night cramming -  or gaming, for that matter! 

3. Get some exercise – exercise can boost energy levels, clear the mind and improve your mood  

4. Talk to someone about how you feel – this can be a parent, family member, friend or a teach-

er. 

5. Make time for rest, other activities and hobbies – this can help take your mind of the stress 

and help you feel refreshed. 

6. Ask someone to help with revision – working with a friend or asking a parent to test you can 

add variety to your revision. 



 

One message that you really need to take on board is the impact that your attendance can have on your 

progress. Staff in school will do everything that they can to help you to achieve when you are in school, 

but we need you to be here to begin with!  

The current average percentage attendance for Year 11 students is 93%. A student whose attendance is 

above 95% will achieve an average of seven or eight GCSE qualifications at grades 9 to 4. A student 

whose attendance drops below 93% will attain on average only two or three GCSE qualifications at 

grades 9 to 4.  

Good attendance is essential for your success!   Every lesson counts now!  Even if you are not feeling 
100%, you will be expected to sit your exams and you really do need to be in school.  

 

 

 Before the exam:  

– while the temptation is to stay up all night cramming, evidence suggests 

that this approach does not work.   

– take a shower, eat breakfast, take water with you. 

 

– take spare pens and pencils.  

- it is vital that you arrive early for your exams and not just right on time.  As a 

school we have to start promptly and, if you are late, it can have repercussions on other students. In 

addition to this, you may be refused entry to the exam room and could fail your exam by default.  

– remind yourself of the things you know well rather than dwelling on areas of weak-

ness  

 

 

There are also important examination rules that you always need to be aware of.  It goes without saying 

that there must be no communication inside the exam room—and, as a year group, you have performed 

well in this way during your past mock exams.   There are some key reminders that need to be given. 

The following items are not permitted:  

 iPods;  

 mobile phones;  

 MP3/4 players or similar device;  

 Smartwatches; and  

 wrist watches which have a data storage device;  

 

 Drinks bottles must have their labels removed.  

 

Finally, if you are ever requested to sign in and out of school at Student Services during the exam sea-

son, it is crucial that you do so.  This is so that we can ensure who is present on the school site in terms 

of safeguarding students and to follow fire regulations.  



Remember that you all have log in details to enable you to access GCSEPod.  

GCSEPod provides over 6,000 3-5 minute bursts of visual learning ‘Pods’.  

Challenge yourself to watch 5 Pods a day.  That’s only approximately 20 minutes of revision! 

GCSEPod helps to make revision seem much more manageable with organised exam specific 

playlists, which you can find in the ‘My Courses’ area of your account.   

Revision on the Go! 

One of the best things about GCSEPod is the ability to download the content to your mobile device 

so it’s like you are carrying text books in your pockets without the need for internet.  

Make sure you download the GCSEPod app from the App Store (Apple and Android are supported) 

and download the content straight to your device.  

And finally, each issue of your ‘Final Countdown’ will pro-

vide you with the opportunity to say a thank you and give 

a positive shout out to any member of staff who you feel 

has helped you on your journey.    

Here are our final BIG THANKS! 

Mr Power—Thank you for constantly hosting revision sessions on Wednesday lunches, I 

have attended most and they have helped me sincerely. Along with you printing me off 

any work I struggled with; sorting and merging, the past exam papers and revision 

booklets. You always explain things clearly, and thanks to you I know how to work out 

Huffman in bits.    Anon  

Mr White - You always host Wednesday revision session and give us the opportunity 
to answer past paper questions and, although I don't understand some of the ques-
tions, you are always willing to give advice and help on the question, even if it’s silly 
things that we should know but have simply forgotten.  Anon 

Mr Broderick (iMedia) - We were close to our deadline and you were willing to give 

up a day of your Easter holidays to help us finish it, along with that you are constant-

ly offering us to stay because you care about our GCSE.    Anon 

Mr Shaw - One of the best English teachers I have had.  You are always in a good 
mood—and you have helped me towards my goal from being a 3+ in English in 
year 9 to getting constant 7s on the last 3 mocks we did in English.  Anon 


