
Post 16 routes 

NQF 
level 

Examples of qualifications What they give you 

Entry  Entry level certificates 

 Essential skills at entry level 

 Traineeships 

 basic knowledge and skills 

 ability to apply learning in everyday situations 

 not geared towards specific occupations 

 Helping students to become ‘work ready’ 

One  GCSE grades D-G (3-1) 

 BTEC introductory diplomas 
and certificates 

 OCR Nationals 

 Key Skills level 1 

 NVQs 

 Essential Skills 

 basic knowledge and skills 

 ability to apply learning with guidance or 
supervision 

 may be linked to job competence 

Two  GCSE grades A*- C (9-4) 

 BTEC first diplomas and 
certificates 

 OCR Nationals 

 Key Skills level 2 

 NVQs 

 Essential Skills 

 Intermediate Apprenticeship 

 good knowledge and understanding of a subject 

 ability to do a variety of tasks with some guidance 
or supervision 

 suitable for many job roles 

Three  A levels 

 Advanced Extension Awards 

 GCE in applied subjects 

 International Baccalaureate 

 Key Skills level 3 

 NVQs 

 BTEC diplomas, certificates 
and awards 

 BTEC Nationals 

 OCR Nationals 

 Advanced Apprenticeship 

 ability to gain or apply a range of knowledge, 
skills and understanding at a detailed level 

 appropriate if you plan to go to university, work 
independently or (in some cases) supervise and 
train others in their field of work 

 equivalent to two A Level passes (If you do well 
can progress on to a Higher Apprenticeship) 

*Please remember that Colleges / 6th Forms may have subject specific or higher 

entry requirements for A Level subjects, for example, to study Maths A Level at 

Aquinas they are looking for a GCSE grade 7 in GCSE Maths or Grade 6 and 

successful completion of an initial assessment at enrolment. 

Note: If you do not achieve the required GCSE grades for Maths (Grade 4/5 or 

above) and English Language (Grade 4/5 or above) this may affect the courses 

you study at college/6th form or apprenticeship you would like to complete. 

 
 

 


