
 

46 year 11 triple science students took the fantastic 
opportunity of visiting Heysham Nuclear Power Station 
last week, where they had a tour looking at the design 
and function of advanced gas reactors and the pros 
and cons of nuclear power in the UK. The power 
station staff commented that all our students were a 
real credit to Hyde; they asked detailed and in-depth 
physics questions; had an unequalled background 
understanding of nuclear power before arriving and 
behaved impeccably. What a brilliant group of young 
scientists! Mr Houghton and Dr Allott. 

September 2018 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

This new academic year has started with a bang; already we have had lots of exciting lessons, one school 

trip and many more events in the pipeline! 

We’d like to offer a warm welcome to our new year 7s who all look very smart and have settled well into 

Team Hyde already. We have seen many who have already taken up opportunities of extra-curricular 

activities and clubs available. Mrs Millington (Head of Year 7) has been very impressed by their excellent 

attitude to each other and to learning. We are excited to see them grow from strength to strength over the 

next 5 years. 

Please note this letter includes some important information regarding this new academic year, along with 

key dates for your diary for next year.  If you drop off or collect your child by car, please read the message 

at the end of this letter. 

May I take this opportunity to thank all our parents, carers and families for your continued support for our 

school and for your children. 

Yours sincerely,  
 
 

Andrea Radcliffe 
Headteacher 

 
SCIENCE SCHOOL TRIP: HEYSHAM NUCLEAR POWER STATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 7 READING 
All Year 7 have been set the challenge of reading at least 6 
different books this year to encourage the love of reading and 
to reinforce the positive effect it has on the development of 
English enabling them to have greater success at GCSE. 
 

It has been fantastic to see pupils engrossed in their new 
books; 40% have finished their first book already, and have 
exchanged it for their second! 
 

Happy reading everyone! Mrs Halliwell. 

 



  

GCSE POD 

Your child has access to a service called ‘GCSE Pod’ 

which provides hundreds of professionally produced 

mini-lessons in the form of short videos called ‘pods’. 

They contain all your child needs for GCSE success. 

Year 11 have already created their accounts, and year 

10 are in the process of doing theirs. Years 7-9 can 

create their own account as well; let’s get them 

started early! Mrs Mallon 

ONLINE LITERACY PROGRAMME FOR ALL STUDENTS 
All students in school now have access to an online literacy programme called IDL Cloud.  Originally 
developed for students with dyslexia, it's been found to have a positive effect on both reading and 
spelling ages for any young person.  Some classes are using IDL cloud as part of the curriculum 
however any student can have access to it.  If you would like login details for your child then please 
email Mrs Kilroy l.kilroy@hydecc.tameside.sch.uk  

www.idlcloud.co.uk 
 

YEAR 9 STUDENTS ARE TEACHING THE TEACHERS! 

To celebrate National Coding Week, Year 9 Computer Science students have been taking on the role of 

teaching digital skills to their very own teachers! The students have been completing the Duke of York 

Award by sharing their skills with teachers and getting them to complete the award too.  

It is great to see our Year 9s sharing their expertise and knowledge whilst developing leadership skills. 
Our talented digital leaders are; Noah, Harrison, Eve, Caitlin, Charlotte, Honey, Nadeem, Adil, Anya, 
Saif, Jubeda & Nimah.  

These students are the first in Tameside to take on this role and we are really proud of them; 
especially as they gave up 4 lunchtimes to do this!  

 

mailto:l.kilroy@hydecc.tameside.sch.uk
http://www.idlcloud.co.uk/


Music Achievements 
 

Congratulations to Ethan F (year9) who recently received his Grade 1 Guitar.  
 

Congratulations also to the GCSE Music class of 2018 who received the highest percentage of top 
grades ever!  
 

To keep up to date with the achievements of the students in the Music Department throughout the 
year follow @hydeccmusic on Twitter. 
 

Music Trips 
 

On Friday 28th September GCSE Music students will be attending the Bridgewater Hall to watch an 
orchestra perform live. Students are reminded that full uniform must be worn and we are expected 
back at school at 4.20pm. 
 

Music Reminder 
 

Monday - 3pm until 3.30pm - Music Homework Club 
Tuesday - Lunchtime - Wind Band 
Wednesday - Lunchtime - Choir 
Thursday - 3pm until 4pm - Rock Band 
 

If your child is interested in starting instrument lessons this academic year please request a letter from Mr 

Anthony (s.anthony@hydecc.tameside.sch.uk) 

Huge congratulations to Ellie, Jayna and 

Jordan upon their completion of their Duke of 

Edinburgh Silver Award! Wow! You are an 

inspiration to the school.  

Mr Leadbeater 

Greenpower Car Race: Aintree Circuit  

The green powered car racing team are on their second outing at the Aintree Circuit after upgrading 

their motor and batteries following their first race last year. First practice sessions went well as did 

the first race where they came 14th in an international field of 29 and were the fastest Tameside 

squad.  Well done team!  Mr Brogan and Mr Brodie. 
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Important: 

School shoes 
May I remind you 

that canvas shoes are 

not accepted for 

school.  Plain black 

shoes only which fit 

below the ankle - no 

trainers, no boots, no 

sports logos; as a 

rule of thumb ‘if you 

can’t polish it, it’s not 

a shoe’.   

 

Would you like to be more involved with Hyde Community 

College?                                                                                               

Would you like to make a difference?                                                  

If so we have a vacancy for a Parent Governor. Interested? Please contact 

the Clerk to Governors on 0161 366 2679 or email 

r.fawcett@hydecc.tameside.sch.uk 

 

 

Dates for your diary  

 

 

 

 

Mrs Wrigley ran a lunchtime session to 

support the Tameside Armed Services 

Community. Pupils had to design a packet 

of poppy seeds to commemorate the 

centenary of the end of the First World War. 

A panel of veterans will choose the winning 

design which will be put on the front of the 

poppy seed packets available in November. 

Let’s hope that one of our pupils wins! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 5th October School closed to pupils – INSET Day 

Mon 29th Oct – Fri 2nd Nov Half term holiday 

Fri 9th – Sun 11th Nov Year 7 PGL trip 

Mon 12th – Fri 16th Nov Year 11 Mocks 1 

Thursday 22nd November  Year 7 ‘Meet the Tutor’ Evening 

Thursday 29th November Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

Mon 24th Dec – Fri 4th Jan  Christmas holiday 

Thursday 17th January Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 15th February School closed to pupils – INSET Day 

Mon 18th Feb – Fri 22nd Feb Half term holiday 

Mon 25th Feb – Fri 1st Mar Year 11 Mocks 2 

Thursday 28th February Year 9 Options Evening 

Thursday 7th March Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

Mon 8th Apr – Mon 22nd Apr Easter holiday 

Thursday 2nd May Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

Monday 6th May Bank Holiday 

Mon 27th May – Fri 31st May Half term holiday 

Thursday 13th June Year 7 Parents’ Evening 

Mon 17th  – Tues 25th June Year 10 Mocks 

Friday 19th July Term ends 

 

Just two weeks into term 

we already have a mountain 

of lost property - in 

particular PE kits – which 

we can’t return as there are 

no names in it.  If your child 

has lost a coat, bag or PE 

kit, please ask them to go 

to Student Services asap. 

Writing your child’s name in 

uniform, coats and PE kits 

would enable us to return 

any mislaid items. 

Many thanks! 

 



5 Questions you can ask your child to develop a growth mindset……. 
 

1. What did you do today that made you think hard? 

2. What mistake did you make that taught you something? 

3. What did you try hard at today? 

4. What will you do to challenge yourself tomorrow? 

5. What will you do to improve your work? 

 
 

School Car Park 

Due to further remodelling work planned for the rear of school, we will be taking delivery of a pair of 

‘mobile’ classrooms at the beginning of October.  These will house science classes currently taught in the 

‘Construction Rooms’ whilst this area of school is redeveloped into 5 new classrooms for September 2019; 

a much improved learning environment!  The mobile classrooms will be sited in the car park at the side of 

school and the rear car park will then be enclosed as a building compound.  This means that all parking 

spaces will be needed for staff and so for the duration of the building work, there will be no car park 

access for parents at the end of school.  I appreciate that this may be inconvenient for some parents, 

but hope that by giving you prior notice you will be able to arrange to drop off/pick up your child at an 

alternative venue.  I would strongly recommend that they walk a little distance from school to meet you so 

that you don’t get caught up in traffic jams on the main road outside school.  This is likely to be the 

case from Monday 1st October.  Parents collecting children may wish to begin these arrangements now 

to avoid the congestion we are experiencing due to the temporary traffic lights on Old Road. 

Remodelling work within school 

I would like to take this opportunity to briefly update parents and carers on some building work that has 

been taking place in school.  The Chris Daly Suite, which originally housed the school’s Sixth Form Centre, 

has been altered over the summer to change the smaller seminar rooms into 4 lovely full size classrooms 

to improve the learning environment for our pupils.  One of our open learning spaces on the first floor is 

also being altered and enclosed to improve acoustics and so provide another effective learning space.  

Some cosmetic work on these areas is still ongoing at weekends but should be complete this half term.   

We have also created a large hard-standing area near the playing fields which, in time, will accommodate 

sheltered tables and benches for pupils wishing to use them at lunch time. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

And lastly….a huge congratulations to our amazing year 11 students Ellie G.S., 

Lauren M. and Alex D. for their success in achieving the positions of Head Girls 

and Deputy Head Boy. Well done for a thoroughly deserved achievement!  

They will be representing our school through partnership with the Student 

Leadership Team throughout the academic year. We look forward to working 

with them. Well done! 


