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Introduction 

The ARCHI is part of Plover Primary School and has specially designated 

rooms and employs specialist staff that work specifically with the hearing 

impaired children. Currently there are 1.7 fully qualified Teachers of the 

Deaf and five Specialist Learning Support Assistants. All staff working in the 

ARC have sign language qualifications to at least Level 2. There is opportunity 

to complete the Level 3 qualification for those staff who have not yet done so. 

The ARCHI has access to a Specialist Speech and Language Therapist, usually 

on a weekly basis. The Deaf Instructor also comes in weekly to work with 

children specifically on their BSL skills. 

The ARCHI is an integral part of the school and the ARCHI staff work closely 

with the mainstream staff to ensure that each child has a programme 

tailored to meet their individual needs. The provision each child receives is 

flexible, and is reviewed and adjusted regularly to help achieve good outcomes.  

Every child spends time learning alongside their hearing peers in their 

mainstream class, though the time each child spends in the mainstream 

learning environment varies greatly according to the individual. Some children 

are almost entirely class based and are supported by a specialist LSA within 

their mainstream class, only being withdrawn for specific language work and 

focused pre and post-tutoring. Other children are taught in the ARC for all 

their maths and literacy, their learning is planned and taught by a Teacher 

of the Deaf and is substantially differentiated with specific and individualised 

learning objectives. Each child has an individual timetable which can be 

reviewed and adjusted at any time. 

The ARCHI has three rooms that are available for teaching and learning 

purposes. The rooms have low ceilings, carpets and blinds at the window to help 

make for a quiet environment.  
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Many of the main school classrooms have low ceilings and are carpeted and 

curtained to lessen reverberation and improve the listening environment. The 

school has access to a sound field system and this is usually placed in one of 

the classrooms that is not as acoustically suitable for hearing aid wearers due 

to their high ceilings. All children with hearing aids or cochlear implants have 

access to radio aid systems, once it is judged that they will benefit from this 

equipment. 
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Rationale 
 

The aims of the ARCHI are to: 
 

 Provide an inclusive mainstream environment for children with 
significant hearing impairments and subsequent language delay. 

 Ensure pupils are fully included in school life and have the opportunity 
to achieve and thrive academically, socially and emotionally. 

 Provide individual support programmes and appropriate adaptations to 
help each child overcome their barriers to learning and achieve good 
outcomes. 

 Develop good communication and age appropriate speech and language 
skills. 
 

 
Broad Guidelines 

 
Plover ARCHI will provide: 

 An individual language programme for all pupils. 

 Individual 1:1 sessions with a Teacher of the Deaf. 
 learning opportunities within the mainstream, alongside their hearing 

peers 
 Access to what is being taught in the mainstream through the use of a 

mode of communication that is the pupil’s preference and also by 
ensuring learning tasks are appropriately differentiated  

 Where appropriate, small group teaching for literacy and maths with a 
Teacher of the Deaf 

 Modes of communication that are adapted to suit the individual, 
situation and context; using both speech and sign. 

 Support for pupils in their speech and language sessions, and follow up to 
these sessions as discussed and planned with the therapist 
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 Close monitoring of each child’s language development; close monitoring 
and assessment using agreed strategies and formal assessments 

 Daily audiological equipment checks by a Teacher of the Deaf, and 
continual monitoring of equipment throughout the day by the ARCHI 
staff  

 Opportunities for main school staff to learn some sign and strategies to 
communicate with children in the ARC  

 Refresher training to all staff in ‘Deaf Friendly’ teaching strategies 

 A range of learning opportunities, tailored to individual need  
 The promotion of Deaf Awareness throughout the school. 

 
 

 

 
 
Principles of Good Practice: 
The ARCHI will: 
 have high expectations 

 offer appropriate challenge 

 encourage independent learning 
 facilitate opportunities to participate in school life to the full 

 ensure optimum use of audiological equipment 
 give clear language models in either speech or sign, or a combination of 

these 
 

Children have individual 
timetables and the balance of 
class time and withdrawal time 
is carefully planned.
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Strategies for Good Practice: 
The provision will: 

 ensure equipment is well maintained and monitored, encourage pupils to 
take responsibility for reporting problems and maintaining their personal 
hearing aids. 

 ensure staff are aware of good classroom practice in providing an 
optimum learning environment  

 ensure staff have access to relevant information such as Learning Logs, 
Individual Support Plans and Individual Pupil Profiles so there is a 
shared understanding of the outcomes the child is aiming for 

 aim to position staff appropriately when they are signing in the 
mainstream classroom so that the pupil can see both the sign, and the 
teacher talking, in the same field of vision 

 encourage the pupils to develop their own choices and strategies for 
accessing information through the communication approaches adopted. 

 devise and implement individual programmes that target the relevant 
areas of language development for each child 

 ensure that the staff working with the children are able to use 
communication strategies appropriate to the child 

 give positive feedback, model back the language using the correct 
grammar, when this is appropriate 

 expect pupils to attempt communication with others, including staff and 
children.  

 
 

Children have a full range of 
experiences in and outside of the 
classroom.
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Overview of the ARCHI Communication Policy 
 

Communication Approaches 
 
All children and young people have the right to develop effective 
communication and language skills that will allow them to interact confidently 
in a variety of contexts and with a variety of people. 
 
The desire and intention to communicate must be fostered in order for 
language to develop. The communication approach adopted should be based 
upon the needs of the child. Decisions pertaining to which approach to use with 
a child will be made in conjunction with the child’s parents/caregivers and the 
other professionals involved with the child. 
 
Children can be offered a range of communication approaches at Plover 
ARCHI. Children may  

 develop language through speech, supported by sign  

 follow a purely auditory-oral approach  

 follow a predominantly BSL approach. 
 

However, Plover Primary School does not currently offer a sign bi-lingual 
approach. 
 
Regardless of the mode of communication, the ARCHI aims to offer a rich 
language environment that encourages and fosters language acquisition, with 
the aim of reducing the language gap between the deaf pupils and their 
hearing peers. 
For a small number of pupils, their chosen mode of communication may be 
through British Sign Language (BSL) and this is individual provision provided 
for when arranging for the child. 
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Purpose 
 
The ARC caters for both signing and oral children. The communication Policy 
is to allow for children to develop good communication using their preferred 
mode. 
 

 
 
Broad Guidelines 
 
The ARCHI aims to adapt whichever language and communication approach 
that works best for the child. This is done very much on an individual basis. 
The provision recognises that what works best for a child may change over 
time, so the communication approach used will be flexible, to ensure approaches 
are reviewed and adapted as necessary, in line with the child’s development. 
 
The provision is able to offer a predominantly auditory oral approach for some 
children and there is a recognition that a child's audiological equipment plays 
a key role in the ability of a child to access such an approach. 
 
The Teachers of the Deaf is responsible for the day-to-day audiological 
management of radio aids and hearing aids through a daily checks. The 
pupils are encouraged to take responsibility for the maintenance of their 

Children access a broad and balanced 
curriculum.
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personal hearing aids, and also the appropriate use of their radio aids. 
Hearing aids will be checked using the test box on a half termly basis. 
 
The ARCHI recognises that some children may have specific articulation 
difficulties and will need individual articulation work to be planned and 
delivered by the Specialist Speech and Language Therapist. The ARCHI 
supports this work by liaising closely with the Speech and Language Therapist 
and by carrying out the programmes devised for each child. 
 
Children who use BSL are also catered for and given opportunity to develop 
their signing skills in small group contexts, where particular aspects of BSL can 
be focused on and targeted for improvement.  
 
All children attending the ARC have opportunity for small group language and 
communication work. In addition, children have 1:1 language sessions scheduled 
with the Teacher of the Deaf. The duration and frequency of these sessions is 
planned and adjusted on an individual basis. 
 
 

 
 

 

The ARC benefits from 
weekly visits from DMBC'S 
own Deaf Instructor.
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Overview of the ARCHI Assessment Policy  
 

Rationale 
 
Pupils registered in ARCHI will be assessed using some of the following: 
 

- O Track – the school’s tracking and assessment system 

- Monitoring Protocol for Deaf babies and Children (up to the end of KS1, 
if deemed appropriate) 

- B Squared (up to when P8 is achieved) 

- Early Years Foundation Stage (up to the end of Key Stage 1, if deemed 
appropriate) 

- Standard language assessment tests.  

- Informal means through dialogue with parents/carers and professionals 
who work with the pupil on a regular basis 
 

The purpose of using assessments, both formal and informal, is to: 
 

 Provide clear information about the pupil’s learning, so provision can be 
adapted in such a way as to lead to the best possible outcomes for the 
pupil 

 Inform planning and the setting of specific language targets and SMART 
learning targets 

  Track progress in a clear and measureable way 

 Give feedback on how effective interventions have been 

 Give clear indications on what should be reinforced in everyday 
interactions with the child 
 

 
There are a wide range of assessments available for use with the children 
attending the ARCHI. 
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 The Teachers of the Deaf, in conjunction with the Speech and Language 
Therapists and the Cochlear Implant Team carry out formal language 
assessments. 

 The Teachers of the Deaf and the Specialist Speech and Language 
Therapist meet regularly to discuss the child, review progress and set new 
targets  

 Information acquired through the use of the assessment procedures will 
be shared with parents/carers and other professionals, as appropriate.  
Often this will be done via the pupil’s Support Plan, and associated 
Plan-Do-Review cycle. 

 Information from assessments will be used to inform target setting via the 
children’s Individual Support Plans to ensure good outcomes. 
SMART targets (specific, measureable, achievable, realistic and time-
bound) are evaluated at the end of each cycle, and the next steps are 
agreed 

 Assessment information is shared with the class teacher to provide 
guidelines for planning. 

 Pupil’s information and assessment records are kept in individual pupils’ 
files in the office. 

 Parents are informed of their child's progress formally through the 
annual review system and through review support plan meetings. 
Informal contact is made via the daily diaries and home/school books. 

 
 

Multi-Agency Collaboration 
 

In order to meet the specific needs of the children within the resource, and to 
ensure good social, emotional, physical and educational outcomes, it is often 
necessary to liaise with a variety of outside agencies. These agencies may 
include: 
 Speech and Language Therapists  

 Educational Psychologists  
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 Professionals from the Nottinghamshire Cochlear Implant Programme 
(NCIP) 

 Deaf Instructor 

 Social Services 
 Children's Disability Team (CDT) 

 Teachers of the Deaf from the peripatetic service 

 Professionals from the York Deaf Children and Family Service (YDCFS) 
 Professionals from the outreach teams based at Stonehill, Coppice and 

Heatherwood Special Schools 

 The Teacher of the Deaf in charge of the ARCHI based at Outwood 
Academy Danum. 

 
Professionals attending school in order to work with the pupils will be offered 
the use of the teaching room within the resource to ensure a quiet working 
environment. In addition, all meetings between professionals/parents to discuss 
pupils will be conducted in a private room and confidentiality maintained at 
all times.  
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Speech and Language Therapy 
 
A Specialist Speech and Language Therapist works in the ARCHI on a regular 
basis (usually weekly) to provide: 
 informal and formal assessments 

 1:1 work with the pupils 
 resources and materials 

 informal training to resource staff 

 discussion of pupils' progress and advice on what needs to be done to 
ensure good outcomes for pupils speech and language skills 

 
 

Small group music 
session.
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Transition Arrangements 
 
Where pupils transfer to or from the ARCHI, a transition plan is put into 
place. 
 
Where pupils are transferring to the Resource from a school within the 
Doncaster area, ideally transition visits are arranged to allow opportunity to 
visit the school and familiarise themselves with the environment, meet their 
peers, both deaf and hearing, meet the staff and spend time on class activities. 
In addition, one of the Teachers of the Deaf will ideally visit the pupil in their 
current setting to make observations, become more familiar to the child and 
discuss progress/attainment with the pupil’s current teacher. If possible, one of 
the ARCHI Teachers of the Deaf attends the Annual Review, prior to the pupil 
being placed at the ARCHI. 
 
Parents/carers of the pupil are invited to visit the ARCHI, look around Plover 
Primary School, talk to the ARCHI staff and pupils and discuss the provision 
on offer. 
 
The transition plan for any pupil leaving the Resource follows a similar pattern 
to those entering. 
 
Where a pupil is due to leave the Resource to attend the secondary provision 
ARCHI at Outwood Academy Danum, education, transition arrangements are 
started in Year 5. The Teacher of the Deaf from the ARCHI will visit Plover 
and introduce herself to the Year 5 pupils. Once in Year 6 the Transition 
Review takes place and the staff from the secondary provision are invited to 
attend and have an input into the medium term outcomes set on the EHCP. 
 
Once the summer term begins, transition arrangements are made and this 
may involve the Teacher of the Deaf from the secondary provision coming to 
work with the Year 6 pupils on a regular basis. It may involve the pupils going 
once a week to Outwood Academy Danum to join in a lesson so they have 
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opportunity to get to know the secondary provision support staff. As far as 
possible, transition arrangements are matched to the needs of the individual 
child. 
 
If pupils are transferring to a secondary school, other than the Outwood 
Academy Danum ARCHI provision, liaison with the school will begin at the end 
of Year 5 and the secondary school SENCO will be invited to attend the Year 
6 Transition Review and have input into the medium term outcomes. In the 
summer term of Year 6, a transition programme will be put into place in 
collaboration with the child, the parents and the secondary school. 
 

 
Transport 

 
Where a child attends ARCHI, from outside the school's catchment area, 
transport may be provided in line with the Local Authority’s policy. If transport 
is required the Teacher of the Deaf liaises with parents and the Transport 
Section to ensure the pupil's needs are met on their journey to and from 
school. Where the child wishes to attend a regular extra-curricular activity 
after school, every endeavour is made to ensure transport arrangements 
facilitate this. 
 
Pupils arriving on Authority Transport before the start of the school day 
(8:50am) will be supervised by ARCHI staff in the Resource rooms, during 
which time audiological equipment is checked and learning activities are 
provided. 

Visual learning opportunities 
are an important part of 
each lesson
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Extra-Curricular Activities 
 

If a pupil wishes to attend an extra-curricular activity, they are positively 
encouraged to do so. The practitioner leading the activity is made aware of 
the child's needs and special arrangements are put in place to support the 
child's attendance if required. The practitioner leading the activity undertakes 
responsibility for that child with the support of the Teacher of the Deaf. If 
signing support is needed at the extra-curricular activity to aid understanding, 
it is provided. 
 
When pupils with a hearing impairment go on school trips a member of staff 
from the Resource accompanies the group to provide support for the child. If 
the trip returns to school after the end of the school day and parents are 
unable to transport their child home, arrangements are made with LA 
Transport. 
 

 

Children enjoy a full range of 
outdoor learning opportunities 
in their foundation years.

All pupils join their mainstream 
class for P.E. Support is provided 
by ARCHI staff as appropriate.
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