
 

 

Dear Parents 
 

I hope this message finds you and your families well.  
 
We are now into our second week of the official school closure period and we are all coming 
to terms with this new way of working. I am writing to give you some updated guidance on the 
approaches we are taking; thank you for all the feedback received so far. 
We have also been in regular contact with our partner secondary schools so that we can work 
to provide the best remote-learning experiences for our students.  
 
Working at home 
 
At this point, all students should have access to their Google classrooms for each of their 
subjects. They have also been asked to set up work folders in their Google Drive to drop their 
work into when it is completed.  
 
A number of teachers have commented that a number of their students are coming unstuck 
because they have not read instructions properly. Your support in guiding your children to 
follow directions carefully is appreciated. We would encourage you or your child to get in 
touch with individual teachers directly if you have any specific questions about the work that 
has been set.  
 
We believe that most students are far better sticking to a routine of 3 “sessions” a day from 
the ‘home learning’  timetable, with an ability to communicate with their class teacher, via email. 
This will not only continue their learning as far as we are able to, but will maintain a routine and 
sense of connection that is vital for well-being. We are mindful that keeping young people 
motivated will become increasingly challenging and balancing the time spent doing their formal 
studies with other activities is important. 
 
We do all need to be mindful of what is manageable in these times when students do not have 
their teachers and peers for support. We are guiding staff to be flexible when setting deadlines 
and realistic about the quantity of work set. That way, students feel occupied and engaged but 
do not become anxious about not meeting expectations. 
 
  



 

As always, we will work best at this when we work together. Reminders are only sent when 
teachers do not hear from a student, often that lack of reply can cause concern for their 
wellbeing. It is important students are encouraged to stay in contact with their teachers and 
pastoral staff to let them know how they are getting on. Nobody minds if they are slower than 
usual to complete a piece of work, we just need them to stay in touch. 
Easter 
 
Over Easter, we feel it is important to have a break from formal learning, recharge batteries 
and for everyone to spend time together as families. We would like to help support you with 
some other optional activities that you can do with your children. We are adding a new section 
to the website where you will be able to find alternative home learning ideas, the Super 
Curriculum, Fun Friday Quiz and other guidance & support regarding physical and mental 
health. Please do have a look at these resources and use them as you see fit.  
 
Over Easter, we will continue to support those children of key workers who have been 
attending school.  
 
After Easter 
 
Although we do not know for sure, it is reasonable to expect that schools will remain closed 
after Easter. Following the Easter ‘break’, teachers will start to ease students in year 9 into 
GCSE style tasks to help prepare them for Year 10.  
 
Whilst we await final details about how GCSE grades will be awarded, we are very conscious of 
students currently in year 10 and the potential impact Oathall’s closure may have on them and 
their studies. We are currently looking carefully at how the home-learning programme can be 
developed to support them further. 
 
On-line safety 
 
Many of you may consider augmenting the resources provided by the school by using further 
on-line resources or perhaps individual tutors. Clearly it is important to ensure that such 
sources are reputable, appropriate and suitable for young people. The Department for 
Education has provided some useful links for you: 

• Internet matters - for support for parents and carers to keep their children safe 
online 

• London Grid for Learning - for support for parents and carers to keep their children 
safe online 

• Net-aware - for support for parents and carers from the NSPCC 
• Parent info - for support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online 
• Thinkuknow - for advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online 
• UK Safer Internet Centre - advice for parents and carers 

Can I take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued support and to wish all 
members of the Oathall Community the very best during these challenging times. 

 
Edward Rodriguez 
Headteacher 


