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Drug Policy 
 
Introduction 
Oathall's Drug Policy should be seen in the context of the College's safeguarding duty, health and safety policy, 
medicines policy, behaviour policy and Oathall’s Enhanced Healthy School status and The National Drug Strategy. 
 
Statement of Principles 

• Oathall is committed to ensuring the health and safety of its members  
 

• Oathall is committed to promote healthy living styles and raise the self-esteem and sense of worth of our 
students at every opportunity 

 

• Oathall is committed to the guidance and support of students' at the college within the resources available and 
through liaison with and involvement from external services   

 

• Oathall is committed to its duty, within national and local guidance, to inform and educate young people on the 
consequences of drug use and misuse through the college's drug education programme 

 

• Oathall is committed to work in partnership with parents 
 

• Oathall is committed, in the best interests of the individual(s) the school and wider community to inform the 
Police if illegal drug incidents occur at, or to the school’s knowledge outside the College.  Oathall will 
subsequently work in partnership with the police to ensure the most appropriate outcomes are achieved 

 

• Oathall is committed to the support, development and training of all staff in relation to their role within the 
College’s drug policy 

 
Provision 
The National Drug strategy itself aims to ‘reduce the harm drugs cause to Society and prevent todays young people 
from becoming problematic drug users’.  In this context Oathall has the following four strands of provision: 
 
1. Drug education 

 
2. Support, advice and guidance 

 
3. Promotion of emotional well being and self-esteem. 

 
4. A behaviour policy that safeguards individuals and others 
 
Drug Education  
 
Outcome 
To empower students to be able to take responsibility for their actions by developing their knowledge, 
understanding and personal/social skills in order to enable them to make healthy and safe choices. 
 
 
 
 
 



Objectives 

• To provide accurate information about legal, illegal and college unauthorised drugs in an objective, balanced, 
sensitive manner, set within a clear framework of values and an awareness of the law on drug misuse 

 

• To ensure an understanding of the potential consequences of drug use  for an individual 
 

• To seek to minimise the risks that users and potential users face 
 

• To enable young people to identify sources of appropriate personal guidance and support 
 
Provision 
Drug education is provided through the following: 
 
 Science Curriculum 

 
Year 8    Human Body.     Impact of drugs on the body, includes smoking, alcohol,  

       other substances and illegal drugs. 
 
Year 10    Infection and Response             Impact (action/effect) of medicines and other drugs.   
      Includes risks of addiction. 

 
-          Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) 
 
-          Year 7 Peer Pressure and Substance Misuse 
-          Year 8 Health and Wellbeing 
-          Year 9 Drugs including Alcohol 
-          Year 10 Managing Personal Risk 

 
Support Advice and Guidance 
The School’s Designated Assistant Head of House for Drug support (located in the school’s Student 
Services office) is available to students, parents and staff to advise and signpost to appropriate services as the 
need arises.  *See Appendix A. 
 
Emotional Wellbeing and Self Esteem 
Oathall is committed to promote the five ways to Emotional Wellbeing (West Sussex public health Report 2015) as 
good emotional health is the most significant factor in young people’s avoidance of drug misuse.  Good emotional 
wellbeing is promoted in the school through among others 
 

• A school environment of courtesy, and mutual respect among all 

• Intolerance of bullying, harassment, hate or any other anti-social behaviours that may cause fear or anxiety 

• Inclusive curriculum and learning opportunities 

• Provision of a wide range of extra curricular opportunities with equal opportunity of access for all 

• Providing opportunities for students to engage in active citizenship and the leadership/support of others 

• Encouraging and guiding students to develop resiliance 
 
Policy with regard to Drug Related Behaviour 
 
What we mean: 
Drugs are:   

• Substances taken to change the way people feel, think or behave. 
 
Illegal drugs are:   

• Those drugs identified by the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 and subsequent legislative changes to the Act. 
 

Drugs unauthorised by the College are:  

• Alcohol, tobacco, psychoactive substances and volatile substances that give off gas or vapour (such as aerosols, 
solvents, glue or petrol) that can be used as drugs.  Unauthorised drugs would be medicines not approved to 
be in the school.  (Refer to Policy in Medicines in School).  

 



Supply is:  

• Sharing, giving or selling drugs to someone else including friends or where evidence indicates there is intent to 
supply. 

 
Intoxication is:    

• being under the influence of any drug 
 
Drug using equipment is:  

• equipment (paraphernalia) used for the taking of illegal or unauthorised drugs 
 
 
What we state 

• We believe drugs that are illegal or unauthorised have the potential to harm, affect personal safety and 
adversely influence educational progress.  In this context drugs have no place in a school. 

 

• The possession, use or supply of illegal or unauthorised drugs or drug using equipment during school hours 
within school boundaries or on school organised trips is wholly unacceptable.  Arriving at Oathall intoxicated is 
also unacceptable. Becoming intoxicated at school shows drugs have been used on the premises.  

 

• Searching and confiscation.  If it is reasonably suspected a student is in possession of an illegal or unauthorised 
drug it is most likely staff will request to search a students property.   Any illegal or unauthorised drugs found 
will be confiscated.  Illegal drugs and/or associated paraphernalia will be handed over to the Police.  For 
unauthorised drugs we request parents collect these in the interests of health and safety. 

 

• Alongside any necessary disciplinary response to the drug related behaviours Oathall will provide appropriate 
support strategies to help the individual make positive changes in any drug related behaviour(s). In the 
immediate term medical needs must and will be assessed in all cases of intoxication.  

 

• Behaviour associated with illegal drugs represents a safeguarding concern for the school and local community.  
Such behaviour by its definition is also a criminal activity.  In such circumstances Oathall will liaise with the 
Police when behaviour associated with illegal drugs occurs or is suspected on school premises or within the 
local community. 

 



Disciplinary responses to drug related behaviour 
 
a) Disciplinary response to an incident involving illegal drugs: 

 
Should any student be proven, on the balance of probabilities, while on the College premises or engaged in any 
College off site activity be involved with: 
 

• the use of an illegal drug 

• the possession of an illegal drug 

• intoxication from an illegal drug 

• the supply of an illegal drug 

• the possession or supply of equipment for the use of an illegal drug 
 

They can expect to be excluded from Oathall for a fixed period pending consideration about the impact of 
their actions, with permanent exclusion remaining a possible course of action.  Permanent exclusion is very 
likely if the supply of an illegal drug is involved, or the incident involves repeated (a second incident)of drug 
related behaviour as outlined above.  Any need to exclude will be made in line with the College's Behaviour and 
Exclusion policies. 

        
b) Disciplinary response to an incident involving unauthorised drugs 
 

Note – Certain unauthorised drugs can present a most serious and immediate risk to students' health and 
safety.  Just because such drugs are not illegal does not mean the college's disciplinary response will be any less 
than for illegal drugs as outlined above. 

 
Should any student be proven, on the balance of probabilities while on the college premises or engaged in any 
college off site activities to be involved with the use of : 

 

• the use of an unauthorised drug 

• the possession of an unauthorised drug 

• intoxication from an unauthorised drug 

• the supply of an unauthorised drug 
 

They can expect sanctions to be taken by the college as stated above for illegal drugs. 
 

Appropriate sanctions will be deployed in relation to an assessment of the degree of risk and disregard of 
others safety represented by the conduct with unauthorised drugs.  Any response will be in line with the 
college's Behaviour Policy.  Any need to exclude should be considered in line with the College's Exclusion 
Policy. 

 
NOTE – After any period of fixed term exclusion a reintegration meeting will take place between the student, 
parents and school to agree future expectations of behaviour and identify any needs that require support.  
Every effort should be made by all parties to ensure another exclusion is avoided. 

 



Guidance and Procedures for dealing with Drug Related Behaviour 
 
a) Identifying drug behaviour 

 
The following, although not an exhaustive list, are regarded as drug incidents and represent circumstances 
where the school would need to respond as appropriate to the circumstances. 

 

• A student demonstrates an inappropriate level of knowledge of drugs for their age. 

• Information suggests that the use or supply of drugs is taking place in the local area. 

• A student discloses that a family member/friend are misusing drugs. 

• A student discloses they are misusing drugs. 

• A student is found in possession of drugs or associated paraphernalia. 

• A student is found to be supplying drugs on school premises. 

• A student is thought to be under the influence of drugs (intoxication). 

• Drugs or associated paraphernalia are found on school premises. 
 

Any drug incident must be reported to the Assistant Headteacher (Pastoral) as the school’s safeguarding lead 
and designated person for drug incidents. 

 
b) Management of drug incidents in school 
 

• If intoxication is suspected a qualified first aider must be involved as a matter of urgency to complete an 
assessment of the student’s medical condition in relation to the onset of any potential side effect that may place 
the student’s health at risk.  Normal school first aid policy subsequently applies. 

 

• The personal safety of a student can become threatened by others through their involvement in or knowledge 
about drug behaviour.  In this context it is important to give consideration to appropriate safeguarding 
measures as necessitates. 
 

• Search and confiscation – If the balance of probability suggests a student is in possession of a drug or drug 
paraphernalia in the interests of safeguarding the College’s search and confiscation policy should be applied. 
 

• Parents should be informed about any drug incident and involved as appropriate at the very earliest 
opportunity.  Parents must be informed if the police have been requested to attend the school and requested 
to attend also.  As a duty of care parents should be informed of any intelligence received by the school that 
alleges or suggests drug related behaviour by a student in the local community.  In all cases parents should be 
advised to discuss and seek advice from their GP about any disclosed or suspected drug misuse.  Parents 
should be made aware that discussion with Oathall can never be a substitute for medical expertise. 
 

• Holding and disposal of drugs – Illegal drugs or associated drug paraphernalia must be stored securely (locked 
away) and handed over to the police.  In the case of unauthorised drugs or associated paraphernalia such items 
should be collected by parents to ensure safeguarding.  If unauthorised drugs are not collected after a 
reasonable period of time, usually a term, the substance(s) will be disposed of in line with the College Health 
and Safety Policy. 

 

• Any drug incidents must be reported to the Assistant Headteacher (Pastoral) who is responsible for ensuring 
any drug incident(s) are recorded on the College Drug Incident Register.  The Assistant Headteacher (Pastoral) 
is also responsible as safeguarding lead for assessing the need for a child protection referral to be completed. 
 

• Any assessment of a student’s potential intoxication should be made jointly by the Assistant Headteacher 
(Pastoral) and the school’s designated Assistant Head of House for Drug support and be based on the balance 
of evidence available. 
 

• Any disciplinary response should be considered in relation to the College Drug Policy, Behaviour Policy, 
Exclusion Policy and DfE guidelines on exclusions from school. 
 

• Subsequent and appropriate to a drug incident, consideration should be given to the guidance and support 
required for the young person(s).  In this context the school’s Welfare Assistant should be consulted and any 
such discussion should also naturally involve parents.  It is also essential practice to ensure the student’s voice 



is involved and heard to promote their ownership over identified outcomes and that parents are equally guided 
and supported as appropriate. 
 

• Confidentiality.  Disclosures or information received about drug misuse is a child protection issue.  In this 
context students cannot be offered absolute confidentiality as staff have a duty to refer as outlined in the 
school’s Child Protection Policy. 

 
c) Parents as Partners 
 

Research proves parents have a pivotal role in preventing problematic drug use.  As a school Oathall is 
committed to work with parents through the following provision: 
 

• Drug guidance information LINKS are available on the school website located within ‘Safeguarding Young 
People’. 

• The schools Designated Assistant Head of House for Drug Support (based in the school’s Student Services 
office) can be a source of advice and signposting to information and external support agencies 
 

• The school nurse or schools nursing service can be a source of professional advice and guidance as can 
Oathall’s Neighbourhood School Police Officer 
 

• Note – In all cases Oathall recommends parents to always and without delay discuss any drug related concerns 
they have about their children with their GP 
 

• Oathall is committed to meet with parents and/or in ‘team around the child meetings’ as appropriate to 
individual need(s) 

 
d) Involvement of the Police 
 

• Working within agreed LEA/Police protocol Oathall will inform the police of any incident involving illegal drugs 
that occurs at school  Within its duty of care the school will liaise with the attached Neighbourhood Schools 
Police Officer regarding alleged or suspected illegal drug behaviour in the local community of which the school 
becomes aware 
 

• Following agreed LEA/Police protocol any illegal drug or associated drug paraphernalia will be handed over to 
the police in order for its lawful disposal 

 

• The police may be requested to attend the school if an illegal drug is reasonably believed to be held by a 
student(s) 

 

• Irrespective of the disciplinary action and/or views of the school it will be for the police to decide if formal 
(criminal) action needs to be pursued 

 
Appendix A  Recommended sources of support, advice and guidance 
 
FRANK Highly recommended national 

source of information and 
advice for young people and 
parents 

www.talktofrank.com 

West Sussex Young Persons 
substance misuse service 

Advice line:  0300 303 8677 
Text:           07779339954 

wsypsms@cgl.org.uk 

KOOTH Free online support for young 
people 

www.KOOTH.com 

School Nursing Service Confidential appointments 
available for young people. 
 
Confidential support and 
advice for parents. 

Contact through student serves or self 
referral.  Text your school nurse 07480 
635424 
Contact 01444 414100 and ask for Oathall’s 
school nurse. 
 

YES (Youth Emotional 
Support) 

For young people 
Visit the FIND IT OUT 

Contact via 
Emotionalwellbeing.yps@westsussex.gov.uk 



CENTRE in Burgess Hill 
Police  (Oathall’s 
Neighbourhood Schools 
Police Officer) 

Haywards Heath Police 
Station 

via 101requesting Oathall’s Neighbourhood 
Schools Police Officer 
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