
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Learning and Loving on our Journey with Jesus.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

St Gabriel’s Voluntary Catholic Primary Academy  

Support Base Provision Policy  

 

 

 

 

High Needs Support Base Policy  



 

What is the Support Base? 
 
Our base has been set up to meet the complex learning needs of 5 children at present 
(academic year 2019-2020). The provision is a nurturing environment which is designed to 
allow children to follow their own interests and develop as competent and independent 
learners. Each child in the provision has a great deal to offer and so we plan recognising each 
child’s individuality, their efforts and achievements. As an inclusive school the children who 
access the provision also access wider school life when appropriate.  
 

In order to provide an accessible, safe and engaging learning environment we consider the 

following principles, informed by Nurture practice, research and experience, to be key:  

 

• The progress and development of the whole child is paramount 

• Children’s learning is understood developmentally  

• The classroom offers a safe base  

• The importance of nurture for the development of well-being 

• The importance of wellbeing in enabling children to access learning 

• Positive relationships are vital 

• All behaviour is communication  
 

 

Aims and objectives 

 

We aim to provide a carefully structured routine, where there is a balance of child led 

learning and teaching, affection and structure within a positive and safe atmosphere.  

 

The provision is set up to create rich, challenging and exciting learning experiences through 

a broad, balanced and relevant personalised curriculum. As part of our daily routine we 

recognise and promote the importance of play to support social and emotional 

development in addition to being a platform for accessible learning.  

 

We hope to improve independence for learning and for life skills.  

 

We endeavour to enable all children to express needs, thoughts and feelings. 

 

We will work to support and increase inclusive practice across school and work with staff 

based in our mainstream classrooms to share best practice for children with SEND.  

We will promote SEND across school to develop an inclusive school community that 

develops SEND aware young people with an understanding of the incredible diversity of the 

human race and the importance of equal opportunities.  

 

 

 



Staffing 

 

Our support base is staffed by a lead teacher (Miss Melissa Bell) who is also our SENDCo 

alongside two full time teaching assistants (Miss Angela Gallagher and Miss Natalie Dixon).  

 

•  The staff in the nurture group are supported by the Head teacher and SENDCo  

•  Staff are not required to cover absent colleagues.   

•  The group does not run with temporary staff and protocol for absence is in place; the 

identified TA will cover absences where possible or, in extreme circumstances, the children 

will return to their mainstream class supported by a familiar member of staff.  

•  Visits by other staff and outside agencies are carefully planned and need to give advanced 

warning if they are to access. 

•  Staff regularly liaise with mainstream school staff and outside agencies. 

 

Continuous Professional Development (CPD) for these staff members is focussed on the 

needs of the children that they work with.  

 

Parental contact 

 

Positive relationships with parents/ carers of the children in the support base are a priority 

in order to effectively meet the needs of the children.  

 

•  Parents will be consulted by letter, invited to a meeting regarding the provision and asked 

to sign an agreement prior to children accessing the support base.   

•  Parents will be regularly invited to meet with staff and attend ‘stay and play’ sessions 

where appropriate. 

•  Staff support parents during non-contact time in the form of meetings, ad-hoc discussions 

at the start and end of the school day to maintain an open communication and offer 

guidance and support.   

 

 

Placement criteria 

 

Each child will be selected for intervention in the support base for individual reasons, 

criteria include;  

 

• Child’s class teacher expresses concern to staff  

• Child will be on the SEND register and extensive support to maintain place in 
mainstream class will be evidenced  

• Child’s wellbeing and preferences  

• Boxall Profile is completed by class and/ or SENDCo and indicates need  

• Academic progress is indicating significant difficulties in accessing learning and the 
child will be significantly behind age related expectations and not making 
accelerated progress despite repeated intervention  



• Concerns raised by parents/ carers. 

• Concerns raised by outside agencies. 
 

Additional considerations for selection process:  

 

• Siblings are already in the group 

• If they are currently in or about to go in to year 2 or 6 (however in extreme 
circumstances, placement may be considered)  

• An appropriate balance of needs in the group 
 

Structure of the nurture group 

 

The group is well structured with a strong sense of routine and familiarity.  

 

•  The day will include time spent on two or more focus activities which will typically be 

English, Maths or RE based on a morning and Science or foundation subject based on an 

afternoon as well as outside playtime, social breakfast, shared play, circle time, mindfulness 

and news sharing. 

•  As in our mainstream classes, the curriculum will be enhanced with educational visits as 

well as ongoing activities such as swimming.  

•  There is a good link with the whole school through attendance at assemblies and church 

as well as participation in whole school activities such as sports day where appropriate. In 

addition, the children will be supported and encouraged to join the wider school community 

at play time and lunch time.   

•  The rewards and sanctions in the group are consistent with the school behaviour policy 

where possible. However, as highlighted in the behaviour policy adjustments will be made in 

accordance with the needs of the children.   

 

Curriculum 

 

The curriculum in the provision will be broad and balanced and will focus on the 

development of the whole child at their own pace.  

Planning of core subjects will be supported through Chris Quigley’s Essentials curriculum 

which is further broken down in the Pebbles supplement.  

In addition, the provision will foster independence, resilience and social and emotional skills 

through child initiated learning and play based on the principles of In The Moment Planning. 

Through this, children’s individual interests, strengths and weaknesses can be identified and 

supported as well as enabling us to craft a personalised curriculum which is heavily based on 

the children’s interests.  

 

Recording 

 



The children’s work will predominantly be recorded in their individual big books and on the 

SeeSaw application and will be made up by a variety of sources including teacher/ teaching 

assistant observations, pictures and written pieces produced by the children.  

 

Other means may be used as appropriate.  

 

Marking and Feedback  

 

Marking and feedback will be verbal and live as far as possible in order to ensure it is as 

effective and accessible as possible in line with the children’s needs.  

 

As previously stated, SeeSaw will be used to record children’s work, achievements and 

development. This may be supplemented by teacher/ teaching assistant voice or written 

notes.  

 

Where appropriate, written work may be marked using the appropriate part of the whole 

school marking policy. Should this be the case, the children will be worked with on an 

individual basis to support their understanding of the marking.  

 

Monitoring 

 

Monitoring of children’s progress and therefore the effectiveness of the group is of 

paramount importance to maintain high standards of the provision.  

• Children’s progress is continually monitored with daily recordings made of the 
children’s successes and difficulties.  

• Individual files are kept with copies of SEND Support Plans, Boxall Profiles, Specific 
Interventions that are taking place, assessment tracking against Pebbles (Chris 
Quigley Essentials Curriculum) as well as the social and emotional indicators from 
EYFS guidance. 

• As per the school SEND policy, SEN Support Plans will be reviewed in accordance 
with the agreed dates set out at the beginning of the academic year.  

•  A Boxall Profile will be completed at the end of each half term.  

• Assessment data will be submitted termly in line with the whole school policy. 
However, it will be completed on a half termly basis within the provision in a staff 
review meeting to support personalised planning and to establish relevant academic 
targets.  

 

 

Reintegration 

 

It may be the case that, after a period in the provision, a child may be ready to return to 

accessing mainstream provision. 

 

Careful plans are required to resettle children back into their mainstream class.  



•  Boxall profile is used as a guide to assess whether children are ready to spend more time 

in class.  

•  In discussion with class staff, provision staff, child, parents and SENDCO, the pace of 

return, dates and assessment of in class support will be agreed. The SENDCo will make a 

decision in conjunction with teaching staff.  

•  Children are given clear explanations of the plan using timetables and verbal reminders.  

•  The progress of reintegration is closely monitored and pace of return is arranged to suit 

the needs of the child.  

 

The return to a mainstream class may be on a part timetable basis and that they continue to 

return to the support provision for some of the school day for specific subjects or 

interventions.  

 

Linked Documents  

 

Support Base Non Negotiables  

Marking and Feedback Policy  

Behaviour Policy  

SEND Policy  

 


