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INFORMATION
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Which paper will I sit for my mock exam?
AQA GCSE Religious Studies A - Judaism (Beliefs and Teachings) and Thematic 
Studies (Religion, Peace and Conflict).

How long is the exam?
50 Minutes (two x 25 minute exam papers)

What do I need to revise?
• Judaism (Beliefs and Teachings) - Jewish beliefs about the Messiah and the 

Messianic Age; Abraham and the Promised Land; the covenant with Abraham; the 
covenant at Sinai and the Ten Commandments; free will and mitzvot; the sanctity 
of life (including pikauch nefesh).

• Thematic Studies (Religion, Peace and Conflict) - crime and punishment; good 
and evil; Christian responses to evil; reasons why people commit crime; Christian 
attitudes towards criminals and crime; three aims of punishment (retribution, 
deterrence and reformation); Christian attitudes to suffering and causing 
suffering to others; Christian attitudes to forgiveness.

Where can I find it?
Revision material will be prepared by Mr Rose and will be emailed directly to all 
pupils and uploaded on to ClassCharts. Pupils will also be informed on how to 
prepare for their examination during lesson time. All pupils will be expected to use 
the revision material provided to revise for their upcoming RS exams. Please note, 
that no other homework will be issued during this time. 

REVISION TIMETABLE:
You can find your revision timetable here: 
https://www.studleyhighschool.org.uk/pupils/year-11-mock-exam-and-revision-
information/

https://www.studleyhighschool.org.uk/pupils/year-11-mock-exam-and-revision-information/


GENERAL INFORMATION
What are the top tips for remembering this paper?

Please follow the examination technique when answering each question:

• One mark questions: These questions are multiple-choice. Pupils must simply 
read the question carefully and select the correct answer.

• Two mark questions: Pupils to provide two, short, bullet-point answers. No 
detailed explanations are required for these questions.

• Four mark questions: Pupils to provide two separate arguments that are fully 
explained and supported.

• Five mark questions: Pupils to follow the same technique as a 4 mark question. 
The only difference is that they must include a religious teaching to support one 
of the arguments that they have used.

• 12 mark question: When completing this question, Pupils will be asked to evaluate 
a statement and follow the specific structure below:

 Provide a brief introduction to show that you understand the statement by 
outlining any key terms.

 The main body of the text will consist of at least two to three PEAL (point, 
evidence, analysis, link) paragraphs, with at least one argument that agrees with 
the statement and another against.

 Provide a detailed conclusion that addresses the statement. Within your 
conclusion, you must identify the strongest argument and acknowledge why 
people are divided over this statement. Please remember, that your SPaG
(spelling, punctuation and grammar) marks are solely awarded for this question. If 
you do not complete this question, then you will lose these additional marks.



Revision questions
Use the following to help practise for your mock exams in this subject. Revise 
and learn the following definitions:

1. An offence which is punishable by law, for example, stealing, murder etc.
2. Something legally done to somebody as a result of being found guilty of breaking 

the law.
3. The opposite of good; personification of a negative power that is seen in many 

traditions as destructive and against God.
4. Being without money, food or other basic needs of life.
5. A medical condition that affects a person's feelings, emotions or moods, and 

perhaps their ability to relate to others.
6. Physical or mental dependency on a substance or activity which is very difficult to 

overcome.
7. Wanting to possess wealth, goods or items of value which are not needed.
8. Crimes, often including violence, that are usually targeted at a person because of 

their race, religion, sexuality, disability or gender.
9. To get your own back; ‘An eye for an eye’.
10. To put people off from committing crimes.
11. To change someone's behaviour for the better.
12. The ability to make decisions for themselves without constraint.
13. Showing mercy, and pardoning someone for what they have done wrong.
14. The holiest book within Judaism.
15. Jews who are fully committed to strictly following the laws and guidance in the 

Torah.
16. Jews who may question the validity of the laws and guidelines within the Torah.
17. Ten laws given by God to Moses over 3000 years ago.
18. Jewish rules and commandments.
19. The quality of God that shows compassion or forgiveness towards humans, even 

though he has the power to punish them.
20.The divine presence of God.
21. ‘The anointed one’; a leader of the Jews who is expected to live on earth at some 

time in the future.
22. A future time of global peace when everyone will want to become closer to God, 

possibly through the intervention of the Messiah.
23. The land of Canaan that God promised to the Jews.
24.An agreement in Judaism between God and man, on behalf of humanity.
25. The removal of the foreskin from the penis.
26.All life is holy and is created and loved by God; human life should not be misused 

or abused.
27.A commentary by different rabbi's on the teachings of the Torah.
28.The obligation to save a life, even if doing so breaks Jewish law. 



Revision Answers
1. Crime

2. Punishment

3. Evil

4. Poverty

5. Mental illness

6. Addiction

7. Greed

8. Hate crimes

9. Retribution

10. Deterrence

11. Reformation

12. Free Will

13. Forgiveness

14. Torah

15. Hasidic Jews

16. Liberal Jews

17. Ten Commandments.

18. Mitzvot (singular mitzvah)

19. Merciful

20.Shekinah

21. Messiah

22. Messianic Age

23. Promised Land

24.Covenant

25. Circumcision

26.Sanctity of life

27.Talmud

28.Pikauch Nefesh
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