
MOCK EXAM 
INFORMATION
for PUPILS
BTEC MUSIC



GENERAL INFORMATION
Which paper will I sit for my mock exam?
The only written paper for this course is called ‘The Music Industry’ and is worth 25% 
of your final grade. Most pupils already sat this exam in May 2019 and will re-sit for 
the second and final time on Thursday 9th January 2020 to improve their previous 
grade.

How long is the exam?
The mock exam will be a full one hour past paper in preparation for your real exam 
in January. There are 50 available marks and the paper is divided into three sections. 
Section A includes mostly shorter answers and some multiple choice questions and 
Sections B & C have a short, brief scenario (about a person working in the music 
industry), from which questions are then set. 
These require longer responses, including two, eight mark essay style answers.

What do I need to revise?
Everything we have covered on ‘The Music Industry’. This includes all job roles 
working within the music industry, record labels, unions and health & safety.

Where can I find it?
There isn’t a book for this exam but all pupils have received two revision guides that 
contain all information required for the exam. Extra copies are available on request. 
There are several good revision videos available on Youtube – search ‘BTEC Music 
Level 2 Music Industry Exam’.

What are the top tips for remembering this paper?
Learning all of the job roles and what they entail is vital, Without this knowledge, 
pupils won’t be able to access the questions in a way that will achieve high grades.

REVISION TIMETABLE:
You can find your revision timetable here: 
https://www.studleyhighschool.org.uk/pupils/year-11-mock-exam-and-revision-
information/

https://www.studleyhighschool.org.uk/pupils/year-11-mock-exam-and-revision-information/


Revision questions

1. What does a Union do?

2. Can you name one of the Unions associated with the music industry?

3. What does a conductor or musical director do?

4. What is the role of a live sound technician?

5. What is the definition of a musician?

6. A composer would…

7. Can you name two things that a studio manager has to do?

8. What should a venue manager do?

9. What does A & R stand for and what does it mean?

10. What does a music journalist do?



Revision answers
1. Unions provide the support and guidance workers might need providing: 

Monitoring employment conditions such as working hours and contracts 
between employers and employees; Give advice to freelance workers on Tax and 
National Insurance (NI); Help negotiate minimum rates of pay; Handle disputes 
such as if a contract is broken or someone isn't paid

2. MU (Musician’s Union: Union for musicians, composers and instrumental teachers 
Equity: Union for actors, dancers and other performers
BECTU: Union for those working in production and/or technical roles such as 
engineers

3. Unify performers; Set tempo and execute clear performance indications by 
conducting; Give instructions and shape the sound of the ensemble, e.g. 
orchestra, choir

4. Carry out sound checks before show; Choose suitable microphones and 
equipment; Position and rig-up microphones; Operate the sound desk during a 
performance

5. Train and practise regularly to keep instrumental skills to a high standard; Turn 
up on time and prepared; Look after instrument/voice

6. Compose music for a TV programme ; Write a song for a famous singer; Keep to a 
deadline; Work with the performers to ensure composition/song is at a suitable 
standard

7. Administrative control of the recording studio’s operations; Schedule recording 
times and liaise with the potential clients who want to use the studio; Employ 
staff within the studio. e.g.: record producer, mastering engineers, sound 
engineers, technical support; Handles the promotion and marketing of a studio; 
Ensure all equipment health and safety is up to date

8. Ensure all services at the venue are open and fully functioning during opening 
hours ; Check health and safety is up to date; Book the artists and bands to 
perform shows; Assist in the preparation of shows and oversee the entire process 
of putting on a show; Give consistent and excellent level of service

9. Artist and repertoire. (1) Scout new talent (2) Sign to record label (3) Oversee 
entire process from signing a recording contract to recording and releasing a 
song (4) Find songs appropriate for the artist/ band (5) Develop the artist / band 
as they mature

10. Write reviews about an artist’s performance or album; Attend show, concerts and 
events; Listen to CD’s, online music and new talent; Writing articles and 
biographies
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