
Costume - Men 

 

 

                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

Cutaway Jacket: 

Also called morning coats. They could be worn 
for day wear or for a semi-formal dinner party.  
(Someone like Gerald may wear this instead of a 
Tuxedo as he is a modern man). 
This could be in navy to show his confidence.  
If you want to wear your cutaway coat for 
informal day wear, consider wearing them with 
striped trousers. Any other solid colored pants 
could be worn as well. 
 
 

Black tailcoat jacket: 
 
Would be worn with a white waistcoat, 
silk top hat, bow tie wool material so it 
kept it very stiff, showed the waistline, 
so for instance Mr Birling would show 
he is quite large eaten a lot… wealth 
Matching wool weight trousers sat high 
on the waist (above bellybutton level) 
and tapered down to top of the ankle.  
 

Tuxedo/Dinner Jacket 
 
The third coat option for formal/semi-
formal occasions is the Dinner Jacket or 
it’s similar modern cousin the Tuxedo 
jacket. In 1912 these coat styles might 
have been worn at home or for very 
informal family occasions.  Eric may 
have worn one of these. 
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Costume – Women   

 

 

 

The late Victorian and Edwardian era gown went 

from an hourglass silhouette to a slender column with 

a flattering empire waist, butterfly sleeves, long side 

drapes, and touches of the Orient.  Mid-Victorian 

evening dresses were off the shoulder ball gowns in 

rich fabrics and big trim. While most gowns had 

sleeves you can buy a sleeveless gown and wrap a 

lace shawl or evening jacket over it.   

Mrs Birling could perhaps use the one on the right 

and Sheila the one below. Think about colours and 

beading. How will this portray the character to the 

audience.  

 

Priestly says: All men are wearing 

tails and white ties, not dinner 

jackets. Why? Will you go against 

this? 

 

All women are wearing evening 

gowns.  
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Sound 

Things to consider when directing or designing sound: 

Genre: The type or style of music. 

Pitch: High or low pitch sound. 

Tempo and Rhythm: The pace and pattern of the music. 

Volume: High or low volume of the sound of music.  

Direction: The position of the live band or speakers in the space.  

 

Questions to consider when thinking about sound: 

 What impact does the sound have on the audience with regards to their emotions?  

 What sound effects will you have and why? 

 Will you use naturalistic sounds to enhance tension or will you use non naturalistic 

sounds which create tension? 

 Will you use live or pre-recorded music? 

Inspector Calls references to sound: 

 Front doorbell 

 Telephone ringing  

Things you could add: 

 Sound of rain outside to create pathetic fallacy and create a dark and sad 

atmosphere.  

 A clock tick throughout which could get faster to show the tension rising.  

 Live orchestra that underscores key moments or words with dramatic sounds. Look 

up names of music you wish to actually wish to play so you can be specific. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Set 

 

 

 

What does Priestly say about the set? 

- Fairly large suburban house.  

- Good solid furniture of the period.  

- It is not cosy. 

- He mentions a dining table a phone and 

a fireplace.  

Traditionally  

The set would have been very naturalistic 

when it first was performed in Russia.  

Modern Adaptations 

At the National Theatre they had the 

house on a platform and it opened up 

and rotated to show every aspect of the 

house. It had steps going into a street, in 

which the flashbacks of what happened 

with Eva Smith would be played out.  

If I write about set what are the examiners looking for? 

• Style 

• Levels 

• Period  
• Material  
• Positioning  
• Key items of set. 
• How the set changes in the extract to help create mood and atmosphere? 

• How the actors use it. 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi2z-Ta-ujaAhVEOhQKHVaaBnsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://100objectsbradford.wordpress.com/tag/theatre/&psig=AOvVaw3Md2eylsBHpIhPDKVgeubT&ust=1525416815571382
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj069aj--jaAhVJtRQKHfFkA5kQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.londonboxoffice.co.uk/an-inspector-calls-tickets&psig=AOvVaw3pLB1x8cSKytlQev3o5uYn&ust=1525416965781884


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    DON’T FORGET TO MENTION WHAT TYPE OF STAGING YOU ARE USING.  



Lighting –Attached you will find a useful tool for lighting 

 

 

 

 

Designer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does Priestly say about the lighting? 

- Lighting should be pink and intimate 

before the Inspector arrives.  

  

What do you need to consider about lighting? 

- Type of lighting 

- Colour 

- Type of mood and atmosphere. 

- Position on stage 

- Use of natural lights such as 

lamps.  

- What does the lighting help to 

enhance on the stage? 

- When will you have blackouts and 

why? 

- When you want to change the 

lighting on what line will you do 

this? 

- A general white wash will cover 

the whole stage.  

 

 

What is happening in the extract? 

What is the time period of the play and what design option are you choosing?  
Describe your set for the examiner? Why have you made these decisions?  
How will the set be used on stage in the extract? Tell me using quotes.  
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Don’t forget about IDEA.  

 

 

OR….. 

 

 

OR… 

Aim What is your overall aim for the scene or for the actor? 

Audience What do you want the audience to understand about the 

scene or the character? 

Relationship What is the actor/audience relationship? What 

relationship do you want so show about the characters? 

Character How does all of the above relate to the character’s context. 



 

 

Described in the play as: 

 A heavy looking, rather portentous man in his middle fifties with fairly easy manners but rather provincial 

in his speech.   

What does this mean? 

He is a significant man. He does not exactly follow the rules when it comes to rules.  He is very well 

spoken for someone who comes from Brumley in the North Midlands.  

Voice: Low, deep tone to fit is age of drinking whiskey and smoking cigars.  He speaks well and sometimes 

brashly and loudly to show his dominance.  

Gesture: When he is celebrating he will often tap on his belly to show how proud he is of his 

accomplishment, not of his daughters. It is about business after all.  Mr Birling will also use his hand to 

wipe off sweat when he becomes nervous and will often hit the table in slight rage when he becomes 

agitated by the Inspector.  

Gait: Mr Birling would be a large and heavy so he would have a heavy walk and would have a medium 

pace. He would stride and slightly waddle to show his size.  He is often found sitting however.  

Posture: Head held high, however when he gets frustrated he leans forward and is not afraid to stand 

very close to the Inspectors face. He pushes his shoulders back to show authority.  

Facial Expressions: He would often chew the side of his mouth when he is felling tense. He often scowls 

and his eyebrows are furrowed to show he is stern.  Before he speaks he will lick his lips as they are dry 

from stress.  
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How is she described in the play? 

She is about fifty, a rather cold woman and her husband’s social superior  

Voice: As she is cold she would be well spoken but harsh, and sharp in her delivery. This would show is 

not very caring.  

Gesture: Mrs Birling would often have her hands together just like the photo, however she rubs them 

together when she gets nervous, she also plays with the expensive jewellery around her neck. She is also 

seen sipping a glass of sherry.  She may point at people.  

Gait: Mrs Birling would be wearing slightly high heeled shoes and would have to lift some of her dress in 

order to move. She would have small steps but would move quickly with a sense of urgency.  

Posture: Her Head would be held high and she would act superior to others. Her back would be straight 

and she would only ever make slight but sharp movements. 

Facial Expressions: Mrs Birling will have a stern look on her face at all times. She will judge others ,so her 

eyes will be wide and purse her lips together when she disagrees.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi-zJqw7ePaAhWFa1AKHbbzA_wQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/profiles/2Fhqh744VVGx8W7MqvXtR8w/sybil-birling&psig=AOvVaw3lh32pYka_5rT3tKaJJcor&ust=1525241465405500


 

                                                                                             

 

 

 

How is he described in the play? 

Eric is in his early twenties, not quite at ease, half shy, half assertive.  

Voice: As Eric can be shy he would often talk with a low tone and perhaps sometimes whispers comments 

under his breath. When he is being assertive he can be sharp and cutting from being a product of his 

mother.  

Gesture: Eric will often be seen slicking back his hair as he is bored of this celebration. He would rather be 

at a bar somewhere. He feels uncomfortable so would often be seen looking out the window.  

Gait: Eric is not in the best shape at the moment. When he does stand, he has his shoulders slightly 

forward.  He walks slowly and with little urgency as he may be slightly drunk. He half picks up his feet as 

though sad about his life.  

Posture:  Shoulders forward, head tilted to the front. Not very bothered.  

Facial Expressions: Eric is often seen gazing out of the window, or turning his head away from the drama 

in pain as he is suffering. His eyes would look concerned and so would be slightly squinted.  
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How is she described in the play? 

Sheila is a pretty girl in her early twenties, very pleased with herself, with life and rather excited. 

Voice: As Sheila is young and she is excited at the beginning her voice would be high pitched, she would 

speak loudly because it is her engagement party. When she begins to worry that her family are all 

involved Sheila’s voice would slightly crack as she is upset.  

Gesture: Sheila would fiddle with her hands, as when she finds out about Gerald would move her ring 

around to show she is uncomfortable before taking it off. She would pull at her long beads as she would 

feel hot.  

Gait: Sheila would walk very quickly with a fast pace to show her excitement, but then this would be from 

panic. She would pace up and down the room. Her steps would be small and fast.  

Posture:  Shoulders would be back with her head held high. She would place her hands neatly in front of 

her. This would change when she finds out her family’s secrets.  

Facial Expressions:  Sheila has a big smile on her face and her eyes are big and wide to show she is happy. 

She changes when she learns about her family. Her mouth is often open in shock and eyes wide, with 

eyebrows up to show she cannot believe what has happened.  
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How is he described in the play? 

 

Voice: Gerald would be well spoken and would articulate his words. He would be a confident speaker who 

would not be shy when asked a question. His voice would stay strong even when he is being accused as he 

is used to upholding his place in society.  

Gesture: Gerald would often put his hands in his pocket and would fix his tie when he is nervous. He 

would also rub the back of his neck to show his discomfort.  

Gait: Gerald is an important man so is in no rush to go anywhere. He takes small strides and slow steps 

and often stands his ground by not moving.  The only time he moves quickly is when he grabs his coat to 

go for a walk.  

Posture:  He stands with his hands in his pocket and his shoulders back.   

Facial Expressions:  Often his lips are pursed together when listening to Mr Birling and his smile is almost 

with gritted teeth, as he finds some of the dinner awkward.    
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How is he described in the play? 

 

Voice:  The Inspector wants to be heard and is the JB Priestys voice.  He will be loud, he will often have 

pause for dramatic effect and he will speak clearly. He will emphasis certain words to make his point clear. 

When he is mad with the family, he will raise his voice slightly and project it.   

Gesture:  The inspector has his hands clasped behind his back. He will often get the picture or the watch 

out.  He makes minimal gestures to highlight the others getting panicked.  

Gait: He does not need to walk too often. When he does he moves slowly as he has the power in the 

situation.  

Posture:  He stands tall so he can look down on people who have committed crimes. He will have his 

hands behind his back. He will often stand his ground. 

Facial Expressions:  His eyes are wide when questioning as though he already knows the answer. He will 

tilt his head to the side and squint when he wants an answer and they are lying.  
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