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       A message from Mr Gray
What a year! Studley High School has enjoyed a fantastic year in so many 
different ways. During the last 3 years I have continuously been in the 
privileged position of highlighting the hard work, dedication and enthusiasm 
for education within and across our community. I am delighted that this has 
culminated in our recent OFSTED feedback confirming the school as an 
outstanding provider for the second time.

The report contains so much positive feedback, it really does recognise the 
success of our pupils across a range of educational priorities. I feel that the 

following choice of words from the HMI sums up our school, ‘The school is an exciting, engaging and 
outward-looking place for staff and for pupils.’

Many aspects of school life have been recognised within the letter, whether linked to the quality of 
curriculum, the quality of teaching, or our wider offer to pupils, the feedback is excellent.

All of this comes as we approach one year since becoming a Teaching School. This has also moved 
forward significantly and has resulted in new, high quality staff being recruited into our school. We 
have helped support some local schools in improving their provision and developed staff within the 
local area into leadership responsibilities. 

Our pupils have continued to impress with their maturity and dedication in making the most of every 
opportunity. Pupils have conducted tours, led sports events, helped with reading in local primary 
schools, performed for elderly members of the community, performed in school shows, entered 
competitions across the curriculum and much more.

Our Year 11 pupils were exceptional in their attitudes and commitment to their learning this year 
and they rounded off a wonderful year with a fantastic prom at the Abbey Hotel. Their behaviour was 
excellent  and the hotel staff complimented our pupils for their approach to the evening.

Our extracurricular offer has grown this year and Year 9 pupils have now engaged in the Duke of 
Edinburgh programme. There have been many trips to local, national and international venues to 
further the learning experience of pupils. 

We also say goodbye to some staff members this year. We offer our thanks to all of the following for 
their contributions to the school and wish them all the best for the future:

  Mr Brooks has secured a Deputy Headship in Lancashire
  Mrs Lune is moving to a promoted position in a Redditch School
  Mrs Brooks has secured promotion at a school in Lancashire
  Mr Ruddock is leaving us to pursue other career opportunities
  Mrs Middup has secured a post at a secondary school in Birmingham
  Mrs Wall has secured a job in a Stratford school
  Miss Toghill is moving to a Redditch school
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  July 21st Last day of Summer Term
  Sept 1st Teacher training day 
  Sept 4th  Y7 Induction (new pupils &  Y11)
  Sept 5th     All pupils in school
  Oct 23rd  Half  Term
  Oct 30th  Teacher training day
  Oct 31st  All pupils in school
  Dec 20th End of term

COMING UP AT STUDLEY HIGH

  Miss Fellows is moving to a comprehensive school in Solihull
  Mrs Blayney is leaving to pursue other roles
  Mrs Davies is retiring
  Miss Mosseri is moving to a promoted position in a Bromsgrove school

Good luck to all of them in their new roles. 

This means we welcome new staff to the school:
  Mr Cresswell joins us in Maths
  Mrs Morland joins us as Head of Geography
  Mr Hobbis joins us as Head of History
  Mr Ensor joins us in Maths
  Mrs Wakefield joins us as a lead practitioner
  Mrs Case joins us in Maths
  Mrs Hill joins us as a teaching assistant
  Miss Povey joins us as a teaching assistant
  Mrs Whitehouse joins us as a teaching assistant and administrator
  Mrs Barrell is joining us part time in English
  Mrs Emerick is joining us part time in Technology
  Mr Howitt joins us in PE

We wish a  warm welcome to all of them as they join our school community.

In this term alone we have had so much to celebrate and as we approach a well deserved rest this 
summer, I would like to thank every single person involved with our school community for their 
support and continued involvement in Studley High School. Have a great Summer and we look forward 
to celebrating with  Year 11 in August and welcoming you all back after the holiday.
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“Teachers have a very good knowledge of 
pupils’ starting points, abilities and needs and 
plan lessons to build on these and secure rapid 
rates of progress.”

 “Teaching assistants make high quality 
contributions to teaching and learning. Pupils 
are very keen to learn. They have really 
excellent attitudes to learning and demonstrate 
high levels of respect for teachers and other 
pupils in their lessons.”

 “You and your senior leaders have a clear 
sense of direction and an unwavering desire to 
develop and further improve the school. Clear 
vision and direction drive the high standards 
of behaviour, achievement, appearance and 
attitude apparent among the pupils.”

OFSTED Inspection
In case you weren’t aware, we are celebrating 
being rated ‘Outstanding’ again, following an 
Ofsted Inspection by HMI Inspectors.

Following a monitoring inspection on 6th June, 
the school has remained Outstanding, from the 
previous inspection in 2011.

According to the feedback from Ofsted: “The 
overall effectiveness of the school remains 
outstanding.  This is an inclusive and caring 
school…The school is an exciting, engaging and 
outward-looking place for staff and pupils”.
The report also states: “Pupils have every 
opportunity to achieve as well as they are 
able and have high aspirations about their own 
capabilities”.

Inspectors praised the ‘culture of high 
expectations and the outstanding nature 
of teaching and learning’. They also noted 
that “behaviour around the school is calm, 
purposeful and relaxed…pupils demonstrate 
high levels of self-discipline...Pupils feel very 
safe”.

Mr Gray said: “Inspectors met with myself, 
the senior leadership team, the Governors, 
pupils, support staff and pastoral staff. We are 
delighted that the hard work and dedication of 
staff and pupils, along with contributions from 
parents and the wider community has resulted 
in another Outstanding Ofsted rating. 

The feedback from the inspection is incredibly 
positive and really captures the breadth of the 
‘pupil experience’ at Studley High:

“Teachers have high expectations of what 
the pupils can achieve and their attitudes to 
learning. There is a strong focus on ensuring 
that learning during lessons is productive and 
effective for all pupils.”

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS
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We are very proud of our music and drama 
students who have worked so hard all year to make 
such great progress. They performed brilliantly 
and displayed great professionalism and teamwork 
skills. We are excited to see what next year will 
bring! G Bussey

Personal Development Day 
On June 15th, David Martin from the 
Warwickshire Police force worked all day with 
Year 9 on sessions about drug awareness and 
crime.
The charity organisation, ‘Brook’ 
came in to work with Year 9 and 
deliver sex and relationship 
education. Year 
10 participated 
in a careers and 
education fair.  
This included a 
session by a team 
from Lloyds bank 
on how to write 
a CV. Oxfam also 
came in to work with Year 7 on sustainability and 
its impact on the environment. J Sidhu

Project AIM - Odd Shoe Day
Project AIM presented its 6th annual Odd 
Shoe Day during June to promote awareness 
around Autistic Spectrum Disorders (ASD) 
and to celebrate our unique and diverse school 

community. Our inclusive ethos is in the spotlight 
for this special day! Donations are still coming in 
so we do not yet have a total raised. (...cont)

Summer Concert 
On Thursday 29th June, Studley High School 
hosted a‘Summer Concert’ which featured 
students in Years 7 - 10 from the music and drama 
departments performing to a large audience of 
family and friends. Following a day of intensive 
rehearsals and preparations, the concert was 
opened by Jarrad Heath, compere for the 
evening, welcoming everyone and introducing the 
40-strong choir to sing a piece from ‘Matilda’. 

Four solo instrumentalists were then featured, 
along with smaller groups of students currently 
studying music in Year 9 or 10 performing 
pieces of their choice. The first half was led 
into the interval with the Wednesday Ensemble, 
which featured several new students and Miss 
Westmacott who made her debut on the violin.

They performed music from the Lion King, 
Rock Around the Clock and a very tricky 
arrangement of James Bond. During the evening, 
five monologues and duologues were expertly 
delivered by drama club students who all gave 
confident and well-rehearsed performances. 

Mr Iliffe, our guitar teacher, opened the second 
half with REM (Rock Ensemble Monday) who 
gave an excellent performance of ‘Skater Boy’. 
Four Year 7 vocal students then took to the stage 
to give their rendition of ‘Wings’ that they have 
been learning with Mrs Fowler, their singing 
teacher. 

The concert closed with a powerful performance 
of ‘Angels’ by the choir, with soloists Joe Hyde 
& Cat Chavez, accompanied by Cara Dillon on 
piano, Will Dauncey on drums and Abbie Wheeler 
on electric guitar. 

Year 9 on sessions about drug awareness and 

The charity organisation, ‘Brook’ 
came in to work with Year 9 and 
deliver sex and relationship 

session by a team 
from Lloyds bank 
on how to write 
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(...cont) All donations contribute 
towards the running of Project AIM 

which is an unfunded autism support group in 
school for students. This years donations will 
pay for new club badges and a contribution to a 
charity of the members choosing! Thank you for 
all kind donations. #BeAutismAware S Lune

Needle Makers Heritage Project 
Earlier in June, Year 10 Art students were visited 
by the Needle Makers Heritage project. The 
theme was ‘Studley Needle Making Heritage’. 
The heritage is Lottery funded and aims to 
explore and share the story of the ‘bygone’ needle 
manufacturing industry in Studley. The needle 
industry helped to shape the Studley of today, so 
pupils were encouraged to celebrate by creating 
needleworks of their own.

Junior Maths Challenge    
Earlier this term, results of the Junior Maths 
Challenge arrived and we couldn’t be more proud 
of our Y7 and Y8 students!

We have had some brilliant personal achievements:
Natasha Bowen achieved a gold certificate, and we 
have received silver certificates for:
Danny Hunt, Mia Bick, Alice Kerridge, Evan 
Miles, Matthew Esler, Riley Haywood, Leon 
Nolan and Mia Browning.  
Bronze certificates were awarded to Danny 
Eden, Ethan Betteridge, Myles Fereday, Abbie 
Staples, Jonathan Longshaw, Freya Coleman, Alice 
Hurcombe, Samuel Jeff, Will Hopkins, Daniel 
Bryan, Amy Styler, Toby Reading, Joseph Harris, 
Caitlin Chance, Jasmine Frost, Oscar Foxall and 
Jessica Harley.

1 gold, 8 silver and 17 bronze certificates is an 
amazing result, well done everyone!

House points were awarded (20 for gold, 10 for 
silver and 5 for bronze) as well as certificates.

By way of comparison Y9 and  Y10 gained 1 gold, 
4 silver and 10 bronze in the Intermediate Maths 
Challenge so  Y7 and Y8 really have done very 
well! H Middup

Inspired Festival 
During the Summer term, our  Y10 Photography 
students went to Birmingham City University to 
see the work of Art and Photography final year 
degree students and meet student ambassadors. 

     WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS
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Leavers Prom
On the 7th July, 140  Year 11s attended their 
‘Leavers Prom’ with all the glitter and glam that 
exists at a Hollywood gala!  The night got off to 
an exciting start as the creative vehicle choices 
started arriving at the Abbey Hotel Redditch. 
From police riot vans to a ‘man-drawn’ carriage, 
the pupils were determined to impress. Outfit 
choices also stood out with the pupils (and staff!) 
looking stunning. Sweet tables, a photo booth, 
photographer and DJ kept us all entertained.

Pupil Prom King and Queen went to Brad Usher 
and Olivia Rambini.

Staff awards also created some laughs:
Prom King and Queen: Mr Salmon (he will never 
let us forget!) and Miss Mosseri
Mr Funny: Mr Brooks
Mr Strict: Mr Eost
Best Dressed: Miss Dempster
Most Likely Never to Leave Studley High: Mrs 
Page
Most Competitive and Most Likely to be Older 
Than They Say They Are: Mr Hawkins

It was a beautiful end to what has been an amazing 
year with this equally amazing cohort. A huge 
thank you goes to the prom committee and Mrs 
Caulwell, in particular, for helping organise the 
event. A Page

They visited the beautiful Margaret St campus, 
where they saw Fine Art and Art & Design 
work; then went to the Parkside Building, seeing 

fantastic examples of 
work from students 
in Fashion, 
Photography, 

Interior Design 
and Architecture.
The trip was an 
opportunity 
for our Y10 
pupils to see the 
end of degree 
show work, speak 
to course leaders 
and ask questions 
about the rich 
variety of work 
they saw.

They visited the beautiful Margaret St campus, 
where they saw Fine Art and Art & Design 
work; then went to the Parkside Building, seeing 

fantastic examples of 
work from students 
in Fashion, 
Photography, 

On the 7th July, 140  Year 11s attended their 
‘Leavers Prom’ with all the glitter and glam that 
exists at a Hollywood gala!  The night got off to 
an exciting start as the creative vehicle choices 
started arriving at the Abbey Hotel Redditch. 
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Pupils also took part in an ‘Optical fibres, 
lasers and modern communication systems’ 
presentation. Exploring the physics behind 
optical or photonic technologies used in modern 
day communication systems that underpin the 
internet.  They discovered how these technologies 
allow massive amounts of information to be 
carried, have not only shaped the world around us 
but may also lead to exciting career opportunities 
for those who continue to study Physics.

Architect in the House
As part of our careers education programme 
and skills for employment initiative, pupils from 
across all year groups welcomed Mike Brabb from 
Masefield Architects, for a presentation on the 
role of an architect and future career prospects in 
architecture.

Mike presented to over 30 pupils and discussed 
his own career as well as progression within the 
industry. He also covered the skill-set required 
for the role which includes: design and drawing 
skills, a methodical logical approach, analytical 
skills, excellent Maths skills, communication and 
negotiating skills.

Mike explained how the use of art was integral to 
the role.  Pupils then had the opportunity to see 
some of the drawings of Masefield Architects and 
Mike’s architectural work.

Feedback from some of the pupils:

“I found it useful to know about the role and 
where the actual work is for you to be able to earn 
higher income.”
 

               CAREERS

Careers and Post 16 
If any students would like to discuss Careers or 
Post 16 plans, I can be contacted on my work 
mobile 07891 189940, you can email me at 
asienna@studleyhighschool.org.uk or follow me 
on twitter: shs_careersinfo 
Parents or carers are welcome to join our 
meetings. 

Volunteering
www.do-it.org is the UK’s online site for 
volunteering, making it easy for anyone to donate 
their time or skills to a community or cause. There 
are over 1.5m volunteering opportunities, making 
it easy to find a cause or activity that matters to 
you. Log in to the site or download the ‘do-it 
volunteering’ app. The service is free to use and 
very easy to navigate.

Starting sixth form or college you might find the 
below useful for travel costs:
 https://www.networkwestmidlands.com/
tickets-and-passes/child/16-18-photocard/

 You will need to have enrolled at your sixth form 
or college and obtain your unique learner ID from 
them, then apply online. There will be a fee of 
£10.00 to obtain the 16-18 photocard. 

Year 10 Aston University Trip
As part of Science and Careers STEM awareness, 
Year 10 pupils with a keen interest in Physics, 
attended a practical study day at Aston University 
in April. They attended a workshop, ‘Lenses and 
the application of Light’. This deepened their 
understanding of reflection, refraction, real and 
virtual images, convex and concave lenses, ray 
diagrams and the human eye.
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Feedback from some of the pupils:

“I found it useful to know about the role and 
where the actual work is for you to be able to earn 
higher income.”
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“I found the drawings insightful and now 
understand why Art would be relevant, as well as 
Maths and Physics.”

For more information on a career in architecture 
visit https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/
job-profiles/architect

Science Y9 to Warwick University
A group of our Year 9 pupils visited Warwick 
University this term, with the aim of widening 
participation into STEM subjects and career 
pathways.

The faculty of Science and Survival held an event 
with six interactive sessions for pupils ranging 
from: Engineering, Fake News, Error Correcting 
Code, Grabbing Around, From Rails to Reactors, 
and Is Maths Science?

Pupils were engaged in all sessions and interacted 
with the professors and ambassadors from the 
University. 

Pupils learned the difference between various 
science disciplines and had the opportunity to 
try out subjects they might not have encountered 
before.

Ambitious Futures 
Studley pupils were fortunate enough to be 
selected to attend the ‘Ambitious Futures’ event at 
University of Birmingham in July.

Pupils spent the day involved with team building 
and attended a lecture on ‘Climate Change, The 
Physics of Hot or Cold’ – by Professor David 
Evans. The day ended with a tour of the campus 
and student accommodation.

Feedback from our pupils:
“The trip opened my mind about what University 
is like and what courses they offer and I would 
certainly consider going to University now”
Abdul Butt

“I would recommend other pupils have the 
opportunity to attend such events, as this has 
expanded my understanding of University life and 
I am much more confident about my direction 
towards higher education.”
Cody Reynolds

We thank University of Birmingham for providing 
such events and accommodating our pupils.
A Sienna

“I found the drawings insightful and now 
understand why Art would be relevant, as well as 
Maths and Physics.”

For more information on a career in architecture 

Code, Grabbing Around, From Rails to Reactors, 

Pupils were engaged in all sessions and interacted 

Feedback from our pupils:
“The trip opened my mind about what University 
is like and what courses they offer and I would 
certainly consider going to University now”
Abdul Butt

“I would recommend other pupils have the 
opportunity to attend such events, as this has 
expanded my understanding of University life and 
I am much more confident about my direction 
towards higher education.”
Cody Reynolds

“I would recommend other pupils have the 
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     WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS

  Youth Music Theatre
I am absolutely delighted to inform you that Kirsty 
Vale in Year 8 has gained a place in  the  Youth 
Music Theatre.

Thousands of young people aged 11-21 audition 
for a place each year and only a limited number 
of places are available. Kirsty will be leaving 
her home during the summer holidays to go to 
Plymouth for an intensive musical theatre course, 
leading to an end production.

The likes of Ed Sheeran and Sam Smith have been 
involved in the  Youth Music Theatre!
We are very proud of Kirsty’s work and talent and 
can’t wait to hear about the final production.

For more information on the Youth Music  
Theatre: http://www.youthmusictheatreuk.org
O Hinde

Time capsule burial - Year 8 English
Inspired by the book ‘1984’ by George Orwell, 
Y8 English pupils created and filled a time 
capsule and buried it on school grounds, whilst 
considering visions of the future and the reactions 
of those who found it in 40 years from now.

On-site reporter, Tom Gould, wrote this piece at 
the event:

“Who would have thought that digging a hole 
would be so tough?  We have just finished studying 
‘1984’ by George Orwell, which was a prediction 
of the future. This book was the inspiration for us 
all.

Miss Higgs and Mrs Campbell encouraged us to 
bury a capsule and think about what the contents 
could mean to those who uncovered it. 

We included a local daily newspaper, packaging 
from an iPhone 6 and an XboX, some currency, 
photos of events from this year, a DVD and letters 
we wrote about what life is like now for us as 
young people.

Miss Higgs made sure that the capsule was safe in 
the hole and we all buried it using our ancient and 
blunt shovels. We placed the grass back on top and 
hoped that it wouldn’t be dug up in a few weeks!
� e capsule was then nowhere to be seen. 

Let’s hope it gets dug up in 2057!”
S Higgs

Myton Hospice visit
Anita Burrows and representatives from Myton 
Hospice came to school this term, to present to Year 
10 pupils studying GCSE Health and Social Care. 
Pupils learned about the varied services o� ered at 
the hospice, from outpatient and inpatient care, 
complementary therapies and their ‘rainbow ripples’ 
and ‘myteen’ services.
Pupils gained an insight into the variety of sta�  ng 

roles at Myton Hospice and heard about ‘A day in 
the life of a fundraiser’ and ‘A day in the life of a 
community fundraiser’.  Pupils were surprised to 
learn that the care was free and found the talk very 
informative.

the event:

“Who would have thought that digging a hole 
would be so tough?  We have just finished studying 
‘1984’ by George Orwell, which was a prediction 
of the future. This book was the inspiration for us 
all.
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await the exam board’s decision in the summer on 
final grades. 

We are hopeful for many of the highest available 
Distinction awards! 
G Bussey

Sophie Caulwell, Molly Beer, Skyla Dartnell, Olivia 
Jeanes and Molly Watkins, have been actively 
fundraising by selling Myton Butter� y badges at 
parents’ evenings, selling cakes and collecting general 
donations from sta�  and parents.
Total raised by Studley High School community for 
Myton Hospice: £300.49   A Sienna

Year 11 Music Showcase Practitioner Evening
The evening of May 11th saw the Year 11 music 
practitioner group perform in a charity concert 
which was organised as part of their final 
coursework task. 

Each student 
performed within a 
band and featured as a 
soloist for part of the 
evening. The students 
decided to play a 
variety of pieces from 
different genres and 
eras to show off their 
skills and to entertain 
the audience including 

hits by Rihanna, Jimi Hendrix and Coldplay. 

Everyone worked very hard in lessons, as well 
as during their lunchtimes, after school and in 
the Easter holidays to ensure that they were fully 
prepared and able to give their 
best. 

 The students encountered 
extra pressure as the concert 
was filmed from several 
different angles to enable 
the examiners to grade 
every student. 

The hard work 
and dedication 
paid off as 
every student 
involved gave 
a performance that 
they, and we, 
are very proud 
of - raising 
funds for their 
chosen charity, the 
CF Trust.  We now 

as during their lunchtimes, after school and in 
the Easter holidays to ensure that they were fully 
prepared and able to give their 

 The students encountered 
extra pressure as the concert 
was filmed from several 
different angles to enable 
the examiners to grade 

a performance that 

chosen charity, the 
CF Trust.  We now 
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The SHINE Programme at Studley 
High School finished the academic 

year with three sessions during this summer term.

Over 60  Year 7-9 pupils attended the Science 
Shine event on 8th June, in which pupils 
considered how Science has shaped the world 
we live in. Pupils created teams to take on the 
‘Science in our Society’ quiz and to investigate the 
influence of past and present scientists that have 
changed and progressed the world we live in. 

All pupils embraced the activities and competition 
within the session and challenged themselves to 
reach their fullest potential reflecting excellent 
teamwork and analytical thinking skills.

On 22nd June, our Maths department led a Maths 
Challenge where pupils explored 
a range of mathematical problems, 
working in teams to solve them all. 
Some even made Mrs Page think!

And finally, on the 6th July, 
Mr Rushton ended the SHINE 
Programme with an end of year 
‘Let’s get quizzical’ quiz, the likes 
of which would make even Jeremy 
Paxman jealous. Pupils worked in 
house teams with Abbey reigning 
victorious. 

Mrs Page would like to take this opportunity 
to thank the pupils and staff that have involved 
themselves in such a positive programme. 

A Year 8 SHINE pupil commented, “being part 
of SHINE has made me think much more. I have 
come across things that I knew nothing about and 
now spend more time learning for myself ”.

The SHINE programme will return in the Autumn 

     
SHINE

     with even more events and opportunities planned. 
If parents/carers have any ideas or comments 
regarding the programme, please do not hesitate 
to contact Mrs Page.

“The after-school shine sessions have really helped 
me develop as a person both in and outside of 
school. 

They have helped me to realise how much I can 
take control of my own learning and have showed 
me how I can become more independent in my 
work without having to ask my teacher for help 
(for example: homework tasks and extra research 
to deepen my knowledge of a certain subject). 

The shine sessions have shown me how much I can 
achieve if I put my mind to it - and now I feel like 
I am not going to give up as easily on things I find 
difficult or don’t understand - like my Maths and 
Sciences!! 

They have shown me a different way of thinking 
too - each session had been organised in such a 
meticulous way - each teacher presented a topic 
which they were clearly passionate about in every 
possible way, which made me more engaged and 
interested in that topic. 

The shine sessions have been a wonderful idea and 
I have definitely enjoyed them a lot.” 
Phoebe Reading Year 9        
A Page

themselves in such a positive programme. 

A Year 8 SHINE pupil commented, “being part 
of SHINE has made me think much more. I have 
come across things that I knew nothing about and 
now spend more time learning for myself ”.

year with three sessions during this summer term.

to contact Mrs Page.

“The after-school shine sessions have really helped 
me develop as a person both in and outside of 
school. 

They have shown me a different way of thinking 
too - each session had been organised in such a 
meticulous way - each teacher presented a topic 
which they were clearly passionate about in every 
possible way, which made me more engaged and 
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 Sports Leaders
We have had over 30 year 9 applicants for the role of Sports Leader, which is fantastic to 
see. These students all submitted an application letter, highlighting why they would be 

suitable for the role. The selected students will help lead the many primary school competitions we 
hold at Studley High School and also help the PE department with any in-school events. 

South Warwickshire Rounders Tournaments
Five year groups have participated in the South Warwickshire Rounders tournaments this term. All 
students played great, but an extra well done to Year 10 who came in second place after narrowly losing 
in the final.

Netball Trip
This term, nine of our Year 9 students took part in a Netball Tournament at Condover Hall, where they 
played a total of eight matches over the weekend of the 17th June. The girls narrowly lost to a Year 10 
team, putting them in second place overall, however they placed first in their age group. The students’ 
attitude and behaviour was impeccable all weekend and they were a fantastic representation of the 
school. J Dempster

International Netball Star to Studley High School 
On 24th May, we welcomed Samantha May. An Australian International Netball player, currently 
playing for Wasps Netball in the UK Super League. Sam lead a coaching session on ‘driving space’ and 
‘movement around the court’ with our Year 9 and Year 10 netball teams. These skills are very high level 
and will support the girls with GCSE P.E, especially with netball assessments.
The girls had a fantastic morning and learned so much from such an experienced sportsperson. J 
Dempster

SPORTS NEWS
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Why teaching?
“Prior to teaching, I used to look after adults with learning disabilities for about 

seven years. I was really keen to use this as a platform to become a social worker. 
As part of my role, I used to support a broad range of disabled adults with their 
daily routines, including trips out and college courses. It was whilst sat in a 
classroom, supporting a student one to one for a number of months at Redditch 
New College that I started to really appreciate and value the importance of 

teaching. Over the next few weeks, I then explored different career paths into 
teaching and ended up studying Theology and History at Newman University 

2 MINUTES WITH....Mr D Rose (CAL Humanities)

College in Birmingham, which is also where I completed my PGCE. Since then, I have 
never looked back”

Who is your inspiration?
“Other than Mr Hawkins and Mr Salmon, it would to be Krish Kandiah. Krish is an activist, author, strategist, 
speaker and a contemporary theologian (a posh word for someone who studies different religions and God). He 
is the President of the London School for Theology and a few years ago, set up a charity called ‘Home for Good’, 
which encourages Christians and non-Christians to adopt children or become foster children. I have also been 
fortunate to attend some of his seminars and read some of his books. A really engaging and inspiring speaker with a 
wealth of knowledge!”
What would your ultimate superpower be?
“To be able to freeze time - so I get more time to mark assessments and examinations, and spend more quality time 
with my family.”
What was the last track you listened to or live gig you went to?
“I quite like to listen to Ed Sheeran at the moment - don’t know if that is a good thing or not! The last live concert 
I went to was the Foo Fighters at the Milton Keynes Bowl. It was a few years ago though!”

SPORTS NEWS

PE Expectations for September 2017
All students are expected to wear their PE kit in all lessons, regardless of injury or illness, 

as students are still required to take part in lessons as an umpire or leader. We will however adapt what 
your child can do, for example if they are ill we will put them in an indoor lesson, rather than outdoors.

If your child is not participating in PE, then a note is required at the start of the lesson and for each 
lesson after. Any exceptions will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis and will require parents to contact 
the class teacher.  A medical note will be required for long-term injuries.If your child does not bring 
their kit at any time, then they are expected to borrow one. Please see the uniform list for full PE kit 
requirements (leggings are not allowed).
Thank you for your co-operation,
The PE Department
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Former Studley High 
pupil Trystan Finocchiaro 
is playing with two decks 
of cards ahead of his first 
World Championship 
appearance. Trystan 
will make his mark on 
the world stage in the 
FIM World Supersport 
300 series which 
runs alongside World 
Superbikes.

Racing a variety of low-powered machines from 
the Yamaha R3 to the Honda CBR500 on some of 
the most renowned and historical circuits in the 
world, the competition has definitely caught the 
attention of the 18-year-old.

Racing on the world stage will be a tremendous 
opportunity for Finocchiaro’s racing career 
and riding development and will be extremely 
beneficial for his current and future sponsors.
Finocchiaro has been offered rides from two 
teams in the World Supersport 300 championship, 
one of which is Bierreti Racing who are offering 
the youngster a ride on a Yamaha R3.

Trystan said: “I am extremely excited to ride on 
the world stage and am very grateful for both 
packages that have been presented in front of me 
and even more blown away by the willingness of 
both teams to offer me a chance to test the waters 
for the upcoming events. I am very positive for my 
future and ready to get on track.”

Former Studley High pupil Beth Parry has just 
passed her clarinet diploma, we read on social 
media. Parry said, “II am now a professional 
musician! Officially Beth parry, ACTL.” 
We wish Beth well in her musical career.

Year 11 pupil, Jacob Ottley has 
been nominated for the Natwest 
Outstanding Service To Cricket 

award (OSCA) this month. He was nominated by 
Redditch Entaco Cricket Club in the category for 
‘Young Volunteer’.
Jacob has been invited to the awards evening in 
August at the Worcestershire County Cricket Club. 
Watch this space for the outcome! Good luck 
Jacob!

  Miss Higgs, who joined the English 
department as part of her teacher training this 
year, decided to set herself a challenge this 
month to benefit SEND pupils in the English 
Department.

Miss Higgs climbed Mt Snowdon on 9th July, in 
just over 5 hours. Mt Snowdon is 1100 feet above 
sea level and she walked a total of 14.5 km to 
raise funds for laptops to support pupils at our 
school.

Miss Higgs raised £550 and we would like to 
thank her for challenging herself for the benefit of 
others.  T Jordan

the youngster a ride on a Yamaha R3.

Trystan said: “I am extremely excited to ride on 
the world stage and am very grateful for both 
packages that have been presented in front of me 
and even more blown away by the willingness of 
both teams to offer me a chance to test the waters 

future and ready to get on track.”

Former Studley High pupil Beth Parry has just 
passed her clarinet diploma, we read on social 
media. Parry said, “II am now a professional 
musician! Officially Beth parry, ACTL.” 
We wish Beth well in her musical career.
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OUT & ABOUT

D of E
The last half term has seen our 

fantastic  Year 9 Bronze and our  Year 11 Silver 
participants out and about over the hills taking 
part in their Qualifying Expeditions. Year 9 headed 
to the Cotswolds at the end of June, and  Year 11 
to the Shropshire Hills mid July.

We have also seen our marvellous Year 10 
participants trekking off on their Practice 
Expeditions in preparation for their Qualifying 
Expedition in September.

The weather was almost perfect for all year 
groups on each occasion, with copious amounts 
of sun-cream being applied over the course of 
the expeditions. The behaviour and attitude of all 
pupils was exemplary despite very hot weather on 
some days and very large blisters for a few. 

All pupils completing their Qualifying Expeditions 
have PASSED their sections and we are very proud 
of them all.

In view of the above, it is with great sadness that I 
must hand over the role of D of E Manager to my 
colleague, Mr Hawkins, from September. I have 
always felt very privileged to be a part of the Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award, and have gained a great deal 
of pleasure from watching our pupils blossom into 
thoughtful, compassionate, resilient, independent 
and mature individuals whilst taking part in the 
award. 

We have had great laughs together, cracked an 
immeasurable amount of jokes at each other’s 
expense and shared in just a little sadness, with 
the loss of Jordan Smith (one of the best D of E 
participants ever!).

I am sure that the SHS expeditions of the future 
will be just as much fun, and would encourage all 
Year 9, 10 & 11 pupils to have a go if they haven’t 

decided to already.

Happy Trekking!
L Wall

Trip to France
Just before May half term, 34 students from Years 
8-10 who study French visited the Loire Valley 
on a school trip organised by the Languages and 
Science departments. 

After a full day travelling we arrived at 
Futuroscope, a theme park based on multimedia, 
cinematographic and audio-visual techniques. 

We spent the following day in the park, enjoying 
the attractions including the night show and of 
course the heatwave! 

The next day we visited the medieval city of  
Tours, and the impressive Chateau Chenonceau, 
where students particularly enjoyed the hedge 
maze!  
V Hands
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Trip to Spain
With the end of term in sight, 34 students in 
Years 9 and 10 who study either Art, Photography 
or Spanish took to the skies in the early hours 
of  Thursday morning (13th July) on a visit to 
Barcelona. 

We spent 4 days in and around the city visiting 
key sights including the Nou Camp, Parc Güell, 
Las Ramblas and the Sagrada Familia Cathedral, as 
well as an excursion to the Port Aventura theme 
park. 

The final day was spent shopping and on the beach 
- a perfect end to a jam-packed visit. Students 
were enthusiastic throughout and showed great 
resilience, using the metro system competently 
and walking nearly 30 miles! V Hands
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME 2016-17
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2013, govern all requests for 
leave within term-time. When considering such requests for a leave of absence, the school are obliged to 
act within the law.
The amended regulations removed references to ‘holiday’ and ‘extended leave’, as well as the statutory 
threshold of 10 school days. It is now clear that Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during 
term time unless there are exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave is granted, 
head teachers are able to determine the number of school days a child can be absent for. 
The Government has not defined ‘exceptional circumstances’ as referred to in the 2013 regulations. It 
is for the Head Teacher to decide what he/she views as ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the 
circumstances warrant the leave to be granted.
The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made by the ‘resident’ parent.
Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own merits.
Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be required to 
be in school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will be 
recorded as an unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken against the parent(s), 
by way of a Fixed Penalty Notice.
Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being issued 
to the parent(s).
All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the Attendance, 
Compliance and Enforcement Service of Warwickshire County Council
It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for example 
2 children and 2 parents, means each parent will receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120 each, totalling 
£240 for both children, this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days).
Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set out on the notice, the 
matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s Legal Services to consider instigating criminal 
proceedings under S444 Education Act 1996. 
Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council’s Code of Conduct 
for Penalty Notices. 

We greatly appreciate parental support to reduce the total amount of days lost due to holidays.   We are 
committed to working in partnership with you to enable your child to reach their academic targets and 
to support their social development. For this to happen we need to keep individual attendance as high as 
possible - we all need to play our part.
Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority

Warwickshire Secondary School pupils recorded 15,291 half day sessions 
of absence due to holiday in the Academic year 2014/15. This is a decrease 
of 7,629 on the previous year.  This is a positive outcome as it means that 

3,814 more days of education were achieved. 


