
 

Welcome back to a new half term. 

There are no doubts that the educational topic of conversation within the 
media currently, link to whole school funding nationally. All over the 
country normally quiet groups of headteachers are being moved to act in 
order to try and protect the future of education nationally. The joint letter 
SWEP headteachers sent out before half term, highlights the growing 
pressures being faced within many counties. 

I have completed my response to the consultation document published by the DFE and have  
provided an overview of suggested responses that parents may wish to add to the consultation 
document. 

The more parents, staff and governors who complete the consultation document then the more 
weight will be applied to our views that the National Funding formula, as proposed, is 
inadequate. 

On brighter notes our pupils thoroughly enjoyed recent trips to Italy, Iceland and Swindon!  
There has been much to celebrate so far in 2017 and I hope you enjoy reading about our 
community successes. 

Mr L Gray 

 February 2017 

COMING UP AT SHS 

 9th March Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

 17th March Year 8 to NEC Big Bang Fair 

 30th March ‘Young Musician of the Year’ 

 7th April Last day of Spring Term 

 Year 10 full reports released 

 24th April First day of Summer Term 

 1st May Bank Holiday Monday 

 Year 10 GCSE Drama Exam 

   WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS 

   Careers and Post 16 to ALL Students at Studley High 

   If any students would like to discuss Careers or their Post 16 plans, I can be contacted on 

my work mobile 07891 189940, you can email me at asienna@studleyhighschool.org.uk or follow me on 

twitter: shs_careersinfo .  

Parents or carers are welcome to join our meetings.  

Abria Sienna, Careers Adviser at Studley High 



 

Mrs A Page 

 

American Football in Studley 
 

American football is the most popular sport in the USA and 
popularity is increasing in the UK. 150 million people world 
wide watched the Super Bowl in February. 

 

Pupils from Studley High School and St Mary’s C of E 
Academy in Studley joined forces to create their own 
American football team, the ‘Studley Bearcats’ and received 
national recognition last week, appearing in features on both 
BBC Breakfast and Newsround where they showcased some of 
their skills. 

 

The team, formed by coach Roger Smithies, train every 
Thursday and the squad are looking forward to playing in the 
national leagues competition which begins in April. 

“The boys describe the sport as a mixture of tag rugby and 
chess and there is no contact involved in this version of the 
game at all,” said school governor at St Mary’s, Wendy 
Williams. 

“We have been putting on taster sessions for all the pupils 
during their PE sessions and there has been a huge interest; the 
sport is great for team building, great for fitness and great for 
having fun.” 

 

Maths Challenge  
The UK Mathematics Trust (UKMT) 

organises national mathematics competitions and other 
mathematical enrichment activities for 11-18 year old school 
pupils. In the previous academic year over 600,000 pupils 
from 4,000 schools took part in the three individual 
challenges, the UK’s biggest national mathematics 
competitions. 

The ‘Intermediate Maths Challenge’ took place on 2nd 
February, and Studley High School entered 30 pupils from Y9 
and 30 from Y10 who competed nationally with other pupils 
around the country. The top performers will then have the 
opportunity to continue on to the Olympiad round and 
ultimately compete in the International Mathematical 
Olympiad. 

We wish them the best of luck and watch this space for the 
results! 

Mrs H Middup 

Holocaust Memorial  
For Holocaust Memorial Day on the 27th January, the History 
department decided to create a Studley Memorial. Pupils were 
asked to draw around their hand and label it with interesting 
things about themselves that form part of their personality. 
We were overwhelmed by how many pupils took part and 
how many hands we received. Our memorial is now 
complete, fitting with the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust’s 
theme of ‘Life Goes On’.  

This has been a fantastic opportunity to remind pupils how we 
are different as individuals but can still work together as a 
community. 
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There are 11 players on each team in 
American Football with the aim of moving 
the ball towards and ultimately into the 
opposition’s end zone. 

This can be achieved by either running with the ball until 
tackled or throwing the ball down field to a team mate. 

Pupils aged 7 to 15 years take part in the league each year with 
the all important final game taking place in August. 

 

Magistrates Mock Trial 

A group of twelve Year 8 and 9 pupils have been working 
extremely hard to get ready for the first heat of the Magistrates 
Mock Trial competition on the 18th March. The competition 
involves going head-to-head with other local schools, showing 
off their new knowledge of the law system. The team will be 
visiting Birmingham Magistrates Court in the coming weeks as 
part of their final preparation stages. Fingers crossed that the 
team’s hard work pays off and we get through to the next 
round! 

Mrs A Page 
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'Reading with the Big Boys' 

Well done to Finley Ebanks, Joe Jilks, Tom Newland, Will 
Parry, Connor Ward, Anthony Watson, George Alldrick, Joe 
Hyde, Charlie Johns, Bobby Woodward, and Codey Reynolds, 
who have been an inspiration to the  younger boys at 
Mappleborough Green Primary as part of our reading liaison 
programme. We are looking forward to working with a new 
group of children at St. Mary's CofE Junior School this term.  
Mrs A Page, Mrs H Bowman-Dalton 
 
Studley Pupils on Stage! 
On Thursday 2nd February I was extremely privileged to go and 

watch some of the performing arts stars of Studley High 

School, who as part of the Starlight School of Dance, 

performed in the comedic ‘Dick Whittington’ at the Redditch 

Palace Theatre. As the drama teacher at Studley High School, I 

was amazed at the enthusiasm of our students and the passion 

and commitment that had gone into the rehearsals for the 



 

production. 

They were 

confident on 

stage and grabbing the attention of 

the audience. When watching the 

students, it was clear that they were 

talented, dancing beautifully and 

enjoying the humour of the ‘booing 

and hissing’ of the pantomime 

genre. 

Miss O Hinde 
 

Year 9 at the Symphony Hall 
 

Miss Bussey accompanied Year 9 to the Symphony Hall in 

Birmingham City Centre on January 31st. 

Students attended a special ‘KS3 Concert’ performed by the 

City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra, titled ‘A Journey 

across the Western World’. 

The CBSO provide annual concerts for KS3 students and these 

concerts feature the whole of the City of Birmingham 

Symphony Orchestra, an amazing spectacle itself, but in the 

awe inspiring surroundings of Symphony Hall these concerts 

are sure to have a lasting impact on those who attended. 

They provide students with a snapshot of orchestral 

repertoire, introduced by an experienced presenter, and 

showcasing the different sections and instruments of the 

orchestra, through a range of orchestral music from the 

classical era to the sounds of today – ensuring that there really 

is something for everyone! 

The concert featured 

Mirga Gražinytė-Tyla – Conductor 

Rachel Leach – Presenter 

“I had a wonderful time.” Katherin Braby 

 
 

“I enjoyed the experience and the music was very different.” 
Keiron Whitehead 

 

“The conductor was very good and her movements were very 
clear.” Heaven-Leigh Moore 

 

“My favourite piece was the Borodino: In the Steppes of 
Central Asia. I liked how some of Elgar’s pieces told stories of 
different people.” Cara Dillon 

 

Miss G Bussey 
 

 

Volunteering 

www.do-it.org is the UK’s online site for volunteering, 

making it easy for anyone to donate their 

time or skills to a community or cause. 

There are over 1.5m volunteering 

opportunities, making it easy to find a 

cause or activity that matters to you. Log 

in to the site or download the ‘do-it 

volunteering’ app. The service is free to use and very easy to 

navigate.  

Ms A Sienna 

 

Work Experience & Apprenticeship 

success at Studley High 

Great news of former pupil, Aaron Riggs is currently at TDM 

Wyre Academy as an apprentice in Web Development. Aaron 

found his work experience placement in Year 10 with I.O. 

Studio, which led to them offering him an apprenticeship as a 

Web Developer. Aaron is doing very well, thoroughly 

enjoying his apprenticeship and looking forward to progressing 

onto advanced apprenticeship with them. 

Aaron is one of many success stories Studley High School has 

following a successful work experience placement. Each year 

Studley High School work  extremely hard to support pupils 

into a placement, this year being no different, with Mrs Little 

currently helping students to find a place.  Work placements 

provide students with transferable skills for the world of work. 

Ms A Sienna    

   WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS 

    STUDLEY ALUMNI 

http://www.do-it.org


 

Studley Inspiration 

This term, a group of pupils have formed a 
new club, meeting weekly to create a new 

Studley newspaper for the pupils. Phoebe Reading, Hannah 
Dixon, Louise Usher and Maya Masood are the new editors 
and writers of the ‘Studley Inspiration’, first edition out this 
week! If you want to be involved, please contact Mrs Dixon. 

 

 

SHINE update 

What an exciting term this has been for the SHINE 

programme! 

Pupils have completed sessions in: 

 Human Sciences and the World Around Us 

 Great Historical Thinkers 

 Homelessness explored through Art 

 Evolution of Language 

Watch this space for the launch of our new Spring/Summer 

programme! 

 

 

   WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS 

   SHINE 



 

Primary School Athletics: The P.E Department also 

organised and ran a Primary School Athletics competition at 

Studley Leisure centre for our local Primary schools. Our Year 

9 and 10 sports leaders were fantastic helpers, supporting the 

younger competitors and ensuring all events ran smoothly.  

Sports hall athletics: Seven Year 7s took part in the South 

Warwickshire sports hall athletics competition at Alcester 

Grammar school. The girls thoroughly enjoyed this event and 

were fantastic representatives of the school.  

   

Studley Sports News  

Netball results 
This term our students have competed in a 

fantastic range of events, from swimming galas to indoor 

athletics competitions. 

Swimming Gala: A team of Year 7, 8 and 9 students took 

part in the South Warwickshire swimming gala at Shipston 

Leisure centre. Overall results: Year 7s came in 3rd place, 

Year 8s in 4th place and Year 9s in 2nd place. Special well 

done to Lizzie and Georgia Kingham who both came 1st in 

their individual races. 

Netball: So far this term our Year 7 teams have played their 

first two matches, improving each time and resulting in a win 

of 6-0 against Alcester Grammar. Year 9, 10 and 11 netball 

training will begin after half-term in preparation for the league 

matches. 

Gymnastics: This term we have had fantastic gymnastic floor 

and vault performances from Mia Browning, Grace Chapman, 

Laura Radbourne, Charlotte Chambers and Abbie Staples.  

Dance Showcase: The PE department held a "Dance 

Showcase" this term in preparation for the Dance Show in 

April. We had a brilliant turnout, with students performing 

solos, duets and group pieces. The Dance Show is open to all 

students, and family and friends will be invited to enjoy this 

event. We are really looking forward to this show and there 

are also opportunities for students to support, including hair 

and makeup, costumes and choreographing performances. 

SnowDome trip: This term, we also held two SnowDome 

trips in preparation for the Ski Trip in February. All students 

took part in a skiing lesson and the evening was enjoyed by all. 

    STUDLEY SPORTS STARS 

Studley Snowdome Trip 



 

time, whilst the advanced group took on some challenging 
red runs by the end of the week.  

A highlight of the week was when staff and pupils ventured 
to the highest peak via gondola to admire the stunning 
views and enjoy some Italian cuisine. It was a joy to see our 
pupils conquer their fears and overcome challenges to 
become competent skiers. The evenings were full of 
laughter as we went sledging, night skiing, ate gelato and 
held a fancy dress disco. The food was amazing and the 
hotel staff were more than helpful. The pupils were an 
absolute credit to the school and the staff would like to 
thank everyone who took part for making the trip such a 
pleasant experience.  

D Hawkins, W. Roberts, J. Stone-Fewings, 
J.Dempster, M. Salmon and R.Soper  

   
   OUT AND ABOUT 
 

 

 

PGL Residential Weekend 

Earlier this month, 24 Year 11 pupils 
spent a busy weekend at the PGL centre in Liddington. 
During the weekend, we participated in high climbs in a 
freezing wood, hide and seek in the middle of the night, 
giant swings and robot wars! Each pupil showed grit and 
determination to overcome these challenges. Even 
surviving having a dip in an ice cold lake due to 
homemade rafts breaking up was not enough to dampen 
their spirits.  

The weekend also included intensive revision sessions in 
English, Maths and Science each morning before lunch. 
Their upcoming GCSEs look a lot less daunting now! 
Well done to all pupils and staff who participated!  

Mr W Brooks 

 

Studley on Skis 

During February half term Studley ventured to Passo del 
Tonale in Italy for our biannual Ski trip. The journey 
started eventfully with a broken down coach. However, a 
change of coach, a missed ferry and 25 hours later we 
arrived still smiling! We hit the slopes the following day 
with blue sky and the sun shining. The nursery slopes 
were great for our pupils who were skiing for the first 



 

The last day was spent in the capital city of Reykjavik 
before everyone headed home full of Geographical facts 
and incredible memories of Iceland. 

Mrs Hodges 

Mrs Kirk is a Nanny! 

 Congratulations to Mrs Kirk who  

 became a grandma recently! Baby 
Finnley Ray was born on the 25th January weighing 
8lb 1.5oz and is adorable (unbiased opinion from   

 Nanny Kirk!) 

   
   OUT AND ABOUT 
 

 

 

Studley in Iceland! 

On February 18th, a group of Geography 
students and staff arrived in Iceland after a very relaxing 
flight! Guide Valdimar made everyone feel very welcome 
and the first stop for the group was the beautiful Blue 
Lagoon on a geothermal spa, set in the middle of a black 
lava field. 

 Other highlights of the trip included: Thingvellier 
National Park, where evidence of continental drift was 
seen as well as the ridge between the North American and 
Eurasian tectonic plates. 

The group also saw stunning waterfalls at Gullfoss and 
walked behind the falls at Seljalandsfoss. 

Mrs Hodges particularly enjoyed the Geography lesson on 
the Solheimajokull glacier where students saw many of 
the features that have just been studied in class! 

 

The Strokkur Geyser was a stunning sight as it erupted 
every few minutes during their visit!  

 

STAFF NEWS  



 

Each newsletter, we will feature a local business as part of our involvement with 
‘Studley in Business’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
STUDLEY COMMUNITY 

Please note that publication of this advert does not represent a recommendation or endorsement from the school. Parents are 
responsible for choosing whether to use this business or any other businesses published here. 



 

    DON’T FORGET 

  

            School Communication – Keeping in touch 

            At Studley High School our aim is to ensure the most efficient 

   and effective communication to ensure all school information and key messages are delivered. We use a  

   variety of communication mediums such as: 

 

 

     

A little about you? 

“I joined Studley High over 12 months ago as a learning support assistant.in Science 
and English. My last role was working in wardrobe at the RSC, as a dresser.” 

 

The best thing about your role? 

“Seeing progress in those pupils who have difficulties, making a difference and 
supporting those who need it.” 
 

5 MINUTES WITH…  

Ms Morgan (Learning Support Assistant, Science & English) 

   

Tips for those thinking of becoming a learning assistant? 
“Good sense of humour! Patience is vital and be prepared to work with all kinds of pupils from many different 
backgrounds. ” 
 
The last track you listened to? 
“I really like Kate Ruseby, she’s inspiring me to start performing live again!” 
 
What did you do this weekend? 
“I built flat pack furniture for my mum and sorted out the artificial grass in my garden that keeps blowing away! I am 
a keen gardener (we think not!).” 
 
What would your superpower be? 
“Oh, wow I would love to click my fingers and be transported anywhere in the world!” 

INSTAGRAM 



 

The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2013, govern all requests for leave 

within term-time. When considering such requests for a leave of absence, the school are obliged to act within the 

law. 

The amended regulations removed references to ‘holiday’ and ‘extended leave’, as well as the statutory threshold 

of 10 school days. It is now clear that Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless 

there are exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave is granted, head teachers are able to 

determine the number of school days a child can be absent for.  

The Government has not defined ‘exceptional circumstances’ as referred to in the 2013 regulations. It is for the 

Head Teacher to decide what he/she views as ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the circumstances 

warrant the leave to be granted. 

The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made by the ‘resident’ parent. 

Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own merits. 

Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be required to be in 

school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will be recorded as an 

unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken against the parent(s), by way of a Fixed 

Penalty Notice. 

Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being issued to the 

parent(s). 

All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the Attendance, Compliance 

and Enforcement Service of Warwickshire County Council 

It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for example 2 

children and 2 parents, means each parent will receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120 each, totalling £240 for 

both children, this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days). 

Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set out on the notice, the matter will 

be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s Legal Services to consider instigating criminal proceedings under 

S444 Education Act 1996.  

Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council’s Code of Conduct for 

Penalty Notices.  

 

 

 

 

We greatly appreciate parental support to reduce the total amount of days lost due to holidays.   We are 

committed to working in partnership with you to enable your child to reach their academic targets and to 

support their social development. For this to happen we need to keep individual attendance as high as possible - 

we all need to play our part. 

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority 

Warwickshire Secondary School pupils recorded 15,291 half day sessions of 

absence due to holiday in the Academic year 2014/15. This is a decrease of 

7,629 on the previous year.  This is a positive outcome as it means that 3,814 

more days of education were achieved.  


