
Curriculum Plan Overview 
Subject: History 
Year group: 8 

Term Title of unit/ Topic Learning  
How can parents best support the learning 

of their child? 

Autumn  
Term 1 

The Stuarts: Topics 
include; King James, the 

Gunpowder Plot, the reign 
of King Charles I and his 
quarrels with Parliament. 

Students will be learning about the reasons for 
the Stuarts inheriting the throne and the ways in 
which King James sought to assert his authority. 

The persecution of English Catholics will be 
explored which arguably resulted in the 

Gunpowder Plot which students will study in 
depth. Charles I’s ‘divine right’ mantra, his 

disagreements with Parliament and the 
disastrous consequences are examined. 

If possible, watch the news with your child. 
The power of Parliament is plain to see on a 
daily basis. This may not have been the case 
were it not for the The Stuarts and their civil 
war with Parliament. The news will 
enlighten the students with regards to the 
importance of the government compared to 
the monarchy. 

Autumn  
Term 2 

Civil War & Cromwell: 
Topics include; The English 

Civil War, trial and 
execution of Charles I, 

Cromwell’s England and the 
return of the monarchy. 

The Civil War, its notable battles and the nature 
of the war in general are taught. Much learning 
time is devoted to Charles I’s trial and execution 

and England as a republic under Cromwell. 
Finally students will learn about the reasons 

England wanted the monarchy back. 

These topics can be difficult for the 
students to grasp. Spend time with your 
child talking about their classwork and 

homework to consolidate their knowledge. 
This will help embed the learning that has 

taken place. 

Spring  
Term 1 

The Slave Trade & The 
British Empire: 

Britain’s role in the transatlantic slave trade will 
be examined in depth and the children will gain 
an understanding of the ‘triangle of trade’ and 
the goods transported. The experiences of the 

slaves themselves will provide much of the 
content on this topic and the mediums of 

poetry, art and personal accounts will be used. 
This leads into a study on the growth of the 
British Empire paying particular attention to 

India.  

The students will be expected to empathise 
with the victims of slavery and encouraged 
to develop their skills of empathy in general. 
Encourage your child to ‘put themselves in 
other people’s shoes’ as much as possible. 
We will also use the means of poetry when 
delivering this topic. Helping your child read 
poetry with the correct tone and pace will 
be helpful to them at this point. As always, 
your child’s history teacher and our librarian 

will be happy to help. 
Spring  Industrial Revolution: Having studied the British Empire in general it An exciting treat for your child would be a 



Term 2 is imperative the children understand this in the 
context of the burgeoning industrial revolution 

taking place at home and its role in Britain 
becoming a strengthening its global standing. 

Our local study focuses on Birmingham and the 
Black Country as a centre of industry. 

trip to the Black Country museums or the 
back-to-back houses in Birmingham city 

centre. This gives them the opportunity to 
‘see’ history and realise that history can be 

current and certainly matters. 

Summer  
Term 1 

 Nazi Germany & 
Holocaust: 

With brief context of WWI we examine the 
impact of the war on Germany and the children 
will develop an understanding of how and why 
Hitler came to power and what Nazi Germany 
was like. Our Holocaust study is the culmination 
of the year and is fittingly complex and thought 
provoking for children at the end of Key Stage 

3. 

Your child may not see the relevance of 
studying a period of what they consider to 
be German history. Discuss with them the 
broader picture – it is a dreadful example of 

what can happen in intolerant and racist 
societies. Find out the restrictions placed on 

Jews in Nazi Germany and encourage 
empathy. 

Summer  
Term 2 

Begin Year 9: World War I 
Children will be given a basic and broad base of 

WWI knowledge and source analysis skills in 
preparation for GCSE in September. 

WWI can be difficult to grasp. Perhaps 
there is someone in your family who fought 

in the war. Explore this possibility at the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission’s 

website. 
 


