
Curriculum Plan Overview 
Subject: English 
Year group: 9 

Term Title of unit/ Topic Learning  
How can parents’ best support the learning 

of their child? 

Autumn  
Term 1 

Short story  

Students will study the gothic horror genre 
which will include focus on pre 19th century 
works of Edgar Alan Poe. 
 
Students will explore a variety of gothic horror 
short stories by Edgar Alan Poe to include: 
Masque of the Red death and The Tell-tale 
heart.  
 
Students will also explore alternatives from the 
genre. E.g. Lamb to the slaughter and 
Frankenstein.  
 
Students will explore language and genre 
conventions as well as historical context 
alongside their study of a range of short stories.  
 
Students will analyse authors structure their 
narratives, develop tension and create 
convincing characters and events. 

 

Read the short story with your child at 
home and discuss the themes and characters 
that arise. 
 
Research could be conducted into the 
gothic genre.  

Autumn  
Term 2 

Writing. 
Transactional and 

Imaginative  

Students will write for a range of audiences and 
purposes.  
 
Students will use their understanding of 
narrative structure from the previous unit to 
help them structure their own fiction story. 

Encourage your child to write a short story. 
Begin by thinking about the characters, the 
plot and the themes and then plan how the 
story will develop. What will be the 
beginning, the climax and the resolution to 
the story? 



Students will use language to build tension and 
create convincing characters.  
 
Using a like theme, students will also develop 
their transactional writing skills. Students will 
develop their ability in writing news articles, 
speeches, reviews, analyses etc.  
 

Students could create non-fiction media 
texts such as newspaper articles to 
summarise their weekend. 
 

Spring  
Term 1 

Shakespeare 

Students will read Macbeth.  
Students will explore Shakespeare’s use of 
language as well as develop their understanding 
of the conventions of play scripts.  
 
Students will develop their understanding of the 
context of the play and learn about William 
Shakespeare himself.  
 
Students will also study modern interpretations 
of the play and use this as a point of 
comparison.  
 
Students will benefit from seeing the play in 
performance.  

Re-read scenes from the play with your 
child at home and ask your child to explain 
what is happening. Can they pick out some 
good examples of Shakespeare’s language 

and say why they think he may have used it?  
It may be interesting to conduct some 
research about William Shakespeare, his 

plays and his theatre to provide students 
with a more comprehensive background 

knowledge. 

Spring  
Term 2 

Shakespeare 

Students will read Macbeth.  
Students will explore Shakespeare’s use of 
language as well as develop their understanding 
of the conventions of play scripts.  
 
Students will develop their understanding of the 
context of the play and learn about William 
Shakespeare himself.  
 
Students will also study modern interpretations 

Re-read scenes from the play with your 
child at home and ask your child to explain 
what is happening. Can they pick out some 
good examples of Shakespeare’s language 

and say why they think he may have used it?  
It may be interesting to conduct some 
research about William Shakespeare, his 

plays and his theatre to provide students 
with a more comprehensive background 

knowledge. 



of the play and use this as a point of 
comparison.  

 
Students will benefit from seeing the play in 
performance. 

Summer  
Term 1 

Poetry from other cultures 
and traditions 

Students will study a variety of poems from 
other cultures and traditions.  
 
The unit will focus on the analysis of poetry and 
should explore how poets convey ideas and 
present themes through language, form and 
style. 
  
 

Read poetry at home with your child and 
discuss what the poet is trying to 

communicate.  
Ask your child to pick out poetic techniques 
from the poems and say why they think the 

poet used them. 
Practice writing different forms of poetry 

using the structure that they will have 
explored in class. 

Summer  
Term 2 

Post 1914 drama.  
‘An Inspector Calls.’ 

Students will read and study this text for their 
GCSE English literature qualifications.  

 
Students will study the context of 1912 (when 
the play was set) and 1945 (when the play was 

written.)  
 

Students will analyse characters, themes and 
motifs and make links to the context of the play.  

Re-read acts from the play with your child. 
Use GCSE bitesize to revise the themes and 
characters and practice answering exam style 

questions.  

 


