
Curriculum Plan Overview 
Subject: English 
Year group: 8 

Term Title of unit/ Topic Learning  
How can parents’ best support the learning 

of their child? 

Autumn  
Term 1 

Class novel. Each class will 
study a different text from 

the list.  
Noughts and crosses, Pig 

heart boy, The other side of 
truth or Tulip touch.  

Students will develop an appreciation for 
literature and develop a love for reading. 

Students will focus on character, plot and theme 
development and will use the text as a stimulus 

for their own writing. 

Re-read chapters from the class novel with 
your child and encourage students to talk 

about the characters and themes that have 
been explored in class.  

Discuss the wider issues that arise in the 
novel with your child so that they can 
deepen their understanding of themes. 

Autumn  
Term 2 

The history of the English 
language  

Students will develop their understanding of 
how language has developed over time.  
 
Students will study Anglo Saxon runes through 
to example texts from Chaucer and will also 
study Beowulf as part of this unit.  
 
In addition, students will explore the 
introduction of new words to the language and 
impact of new technology. Students will explore 
how our language is still being adapted through 
examples such as texting and tweeting.  
 
 

Conduct some research online or in a local 
library about how the language we speak has 

been influenced over time.  
You may find it interesting to research new 
words that have been recently added to the 
English dictionary. #If you look in the 
dictionary next to each word it will tell you 
its origin.  

Spring  
Term 1 

Drama 

Students will develop their understanding of 
conventions of play scripts. Student will also 
explore the process of taking a play script to the 
stage and will involve several opportunities for 
speaking and listening tasks as well as 
performance tasks.  

Rehearse points of the play with your child 
so that they can develop confidence in 

performing. 
Students could attempt to use what they 

know about the structure of play scripts to 
have a go at writing their own play.  



 
Play choices include Stone Cold, Twisted and 
The terrible fate of Humpty Dumpty 
 
Students will explore characters and themes and 
will use stage directions to help them as actors 
get into role and portray a character.  

 

Have conversations about the themes that 
arise in the play. 

Spring  
Term 2 

Transactional writing and 
non-fiction text study  

Students will use non-fiction media texts as a 
stimulus for their own transactional writing. 
Students will write formal letters, speeches, 
newspaper reports and leaflets for example.  
 
Students should study and elicit information 
from articles, speeches, advertisements, letters 
etc. 
 
Students will write to inform, advise, explain, 
describe, persuade and argue. 

 

Read non-fiction media at home with your 
child. Newspapers and leaflets are a good 
place to start. Ask your child to comment 

on the way leaflets and newspapers are 
structured.  

Students could create non-fiction media 
texts such as newspaper articles to 

summarise their weekend. 

Summer  
Term 1 

Shakespeare play 

Students will study either ‘A Midsummer night’s 
dream’ or ‘Much Ado about Nothing.’  
 
Students will explore Shakespeare’s use of 
language as well as develop their understanding 
of the conventions of play scripts.  
 
Students will develop their understanding  of the 
context of the play and learn about William 
Shakespeare himself.  
 
Students will also study modern interpretations 
of the play and use this as a point of 

Re-read scenes from the play with your 
child at home and ask your child to explain 
what is happening. Can they pick out some 
good examples of Shakespeare’s language 

and say why they think he may have used it?  
It may be interesting to conduct some 
research about William Shakespeare, his 

plays and his theatre to provide students 
with a more comprehensive background 

knowledge.  



comparison.  
 

Summer  
Term 2 

Short story and imaginative 
writing  

Students will study pre 1914 prose:  ‘The 
adventures of the speckled band.’  
 
Students will us extracts from the short story to 
develop skills in eliciting information, analysing 
language and achieving effects.  
 
 
Students will explore language and genre 
conventions as well as historical context 
alongside their study. 
 
Students will then use the story as a stimulus for 
their own writing.  

 

Read the short story with your child at 
home and discuss the themes and characters 

that arise.  

 


