
Curriculum Plan Overview 
Subject: English 
Year group: 7 

Term Title of unit/ Topic Learning  
How can parents’ best support the learning 

of their child? 

Autumn  
Term 1 

Reading skills 

Students will develop their skills in reading so 
that students become confident in eliciting 

meaning from texts.  
Students will read a variety of short stories and 

extracts taken from a wide variety of forms 
including fiction, non-fiction and literary non-

fiction.  

Read at home with your child. All students 
will have chosen a library book that they can 

take home to read.  
 

Practice locating specific information from 
texts such as newspapers or leaflets.  

Autumn  
Term 2 

Class novel 
‘2 Weeks with the Queen.’  

Students will develop an appreciation for 
literature and develop a love for reading. 

Students will focus on character, plot and theme 
development and will use the text as a stimulus 

for their own writing. 

Re-read chapters from the class novel with 
your child and encourage students to talk 

about the characters and themes that have 
been explored in class.  

Discuss the wider issues that arise in the 
novel with your child so that they can 
deepen their understanding of themes. 

Spring  
Term 1 

Poetry  

This unit serves as an introduction to poetry and 
will aim to develop an appreciation of the poetic 

form. Students will explore a wide variety of 
poetic forms including ballad, rap, haiku and 

sonnet.  
Students will also compose their own poetry.  

Read poetry at home with your child and 
discuss what the poet is trying to 

communicate.  
Ask your child to pick out poetic techniques 
from the poems and say why they think the 

poet used them. 
Practice writing different forms of poetry 

using the structure that they will have 
explored in class.  

Spring  
Term 2 

Non-fiction Media  

Students will study a range of non-fiction and 
literary non-fiction texts on a similar theme.  
 
Students will need to develop skills in eliciting 

Read non-fiction media at home with your 
child. Newspapers and leaflets are a good 
place to start. Ask your child to comment 

on the way leaflets and newspapers are 



information, synthesising and comparing.  
 
Students will also need to analyse language and 
the ways in which the writer achieves their 
purpose, audience and style.  

 

structured.  
Students could create non-fiction media 

texts such as newspaper articles to 
summarise their weekend.  

Summer  
Term 1 

Class novel  
Each class will study a 

different text from the list. 
The Edge, Skellig, Holes, 

Private Peaceful. 
  

Students will develop an appreciation for 
literature and develop a love for reading. 

Students will focus on character, plot and theme 
development and will use the text as a stimulus 

for their own writing.  

Re-read chapters from the class novel with 
your child and encourage students to talk 

about the characters and themes that have 
been explored in class.  

Discuss the wider issues that arise in the 
novel with your child so that they can 
deepen their understanding of themes. 

Summer  
Term 2 

Imaginative writing  

Students will use extracts from a range of fiction 
as stimulus for writing imaginatively based on 
the theme of ‘survivor.’  
Students will develop their ability in using 
narrative structure and language for effect.  

 

Encourage your child to write a short story. 
Begin by thinking about the characters, the 
plot and the themes and then plan how the 

story will develop. What will be the 
beginning, the climax and the resolution to 

the story?  
 


