
Curriculum Plan Overview 
Subject: English 
Year group: 10 

Term Title of unit/ Topic Learning  
How can parents’ best support the learning 

of their child? 

Autumn  
Term 1 

Shakespeare play  
Romeo and Juliet 

Develop skills to analyse how the language, 
form, structure and context of texts can create 
meanings and effects. 

Develop skills to maintain a critical style and 
informed personal response. 

 

Students will study the whole play for their 
GCSE Literature examination.  

 

Students will explore characters, themes and 
motifs and make clear links to the context of the 
play including the biography of William 
Shakespeare himself.  

 

Re-read scenes from the play with your 
child at home and ask your child to explain 
what is happening. Can they pick out some 
good examples of Shakespeare’s language 

and say why they think he may have used it?  
It may be interesting to conduct some 
research about William Shakespeare, his 
plays and his theatre to provide students 
with a more comprehensive background 
knowledge. 
  
Watch adaptations of the play and use these 
as a point of comparison. 
 
Use GCSE bitesize  
 

Autumn  
Term 2 

Shakespeare play  
Romeo and Juliet 

Develop skills to analyse how the language, 
form, structure and context of texts can create 
meanings and effects. 

Develop skills to maintain a critical style and 
informed personal response. 

 

Students will study the whole play for their 
GCSE Literature examination.  

 

Students will explore characters, themes and 

Re-read scenes from the play with your 
child at home and ask your child to explain 
what is happening. Can they pick out some 
good examples of Shakespeare’s language 

and say why they think he may have used it?  
It may be interesting to conduct some 
research about William Shakespeare, his 
plays and his theatre to provide students 
with a more comprehensive background 
knowledge. 
 



motifs and make clear links to the context of the 
play including the biography of William 
Shakespeare himself.  

 

Watch adaptations of the play and use these 
as a point of comparison.  
 
Use GCSE Bitesize.  

Spring  
Term 1 

20th century prose/drama – 
Animal Farm   

Develop skills to analyse how the language, 
form, structure and context of 
texts can create meanings and effects. 

Develop skills to maintain a critical style and 
informed personal response. 

 

Students will read Animal Farm by George 
Orwell for their GCSE English literature 
examination.  

Students will explore characters, themes and 
motifs and make clear links to the context of the 
play including the biography of William 
Shakespeare himself.  

 

Re-read chapters from the class novel with 
your child and encourage students to talk 

about the characters and themes that have 
been explored in class.  

Discuss the wider issues that arise in the 
novel with your child so that they can 
deepen their understanding of themes. 

It may be useful to research online or in a 
local library the context of the novel based 

around the Russian revolution.  

Spring  
Term 2 

20th century prose/drama – 
Animal Farm   

Develop skills to analyse how the language, 
form, structure and context of 
texts can create meanings and effects. 

Develop skills to maintain a critical style and 
informed personal response. 

 

Students will read Animal Farm by George 
Orwell for their GCSE English literature 
examination.  

Students will explore characters, themes and 
motifs and make clear links to the context of the 
play including the biography of William 

Re-read chapters from the class novel with 
your child and encourage students to talk 

about the characters and themes that have 
been explored in class.  

Discuss the wider issues that arise in the 
novel with your child so that they can 
deepen their understanding of themes. 

It may be useful to research online or in a 
local library the context of the novel based 

around the Russian revolution. 



Shakespeare himself.  

 

Summer  
Term 1 

Extract analysis and writing.  

 

In this unit students will prepare for their GCSE 
English language examination. 
 
Students will read and compare extracts from a 
variety of fiction, non—fiction and literary non-
fiction texts. 
 
Students will use image stimuli to form their 
own imaginative writing. Students will structure 
their narratives formally and use language for 
specific effects such as building tension.  
 
Students will also explore transactional writing 
and will study leaflets, newspapers and web 
pages for example. They will then uses these a 
stimulus for their own transactional writing in 
which they will write for a specific audience and 
purpose.   

Read a variety of fiction, non-fiction media 
and literary non-fiction at home with your 
child. Newspapers and leaflets are a good 
place to start. Ask your child to comment 

on the way leaflets and newspapers are 
structured.  

Encourage your child to write a short story. 
Begin by thinking about the characters, the 
plot and the themes and then plan how the 

story will develop. What will be the 
beginning, the climax and the resolution to 

the story? 

Summer  
Term 2 

Novel  
Jekyll and Hyde, Silas 

Marner or A Christmas 
Carol 

 Develop skills to analyse how the language, 
form, structure and context of 
texts can create meanings and effects. 
 Develop skills to maintain a critical style and 
informed personal response. 
 Develop comparison skills. 
 
 
Students will read the whole text and explore the 
characters, themes and motifs.  Students will be 
examined on this text in their GCSE literature 
examination.  

Re-read chapters from the class novel with 
your child and encourage students to talk 

about the characters and themes that have 
been explored in class.  

Discuss the wider issues that arise in the 
novel with your child so that they can 
deepen their understanding of themes. 

It may be useful to research online or in a 
local library the context of the novel. 



 
Students will understand the importance of 
context and apply this to their analysis of the 
text.  
 
 

 
 


