
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
29th October to 2nd November - Half Term   - School Closed 

5th November    - Training Day   - School Closed 
6th November to 21st December- Autumn Half Term 2 - School Open 
24th December to 4th January  - Christmas Holidays  - School Closed 

7th January 2019   - Spring Term   - School Open 
15th February    - Training Day   - School Closed 

18th February to 22nd February - Spring Half Term  - School Closed 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Dear Parent / Carer 
 

Please be reminded that we are a Nut Free School.  For those with allergies an allergic reaction to peanuts and 
nuts can be produced by mere smell and/or peanut/nut residue on the desk, door  handle and so on, we    
therefore ask that all parents be mindful of this and ensure handwashing etc. takes place prior to coming into 
school. 
We also ask that all parents ensure items containing nuts or nut products are not sent into school for snacks 
and lunches.   
Thank you for your cooperation. 
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Message from Sue Fisher 

A Fond Farewell 
 

I joined Percy Hedley School in September 2002 as a class teacher in a speech and language 
class. Since then I have had several roles most recently Executive Headteacher. Over the 
years this school has grown in size, reputation and the quality of provision is, as Ofsted agree, 

second to none. Percy Hedley is an ‘Outstanding’ school in so many very special ways and I 
have felt honoured to be a part of the school’s story for more than sixteen years. I have been 
so lucky to work with so many excellent colleagues who have shared my vision of how this 

school could change the lives of the children and families that need us.  
 
Sadly it’s now time for Percy Hedley to take its next steps forward without me. I will be     

leaving school in December and taking up a new role as a Head Teacher in Northumberland in 
January 2019. I leave with sorrow at my departure but with the certain knowledge that the 
school is in safe hands. I know you will give Katie and the whole staff team your full support 

as they continue to build on what has already been achieved. I leave grateful for having been 
part of the wonderful Percy Hedley School - it has been a privilege. 
Many thanks for all your support and kindness over the years. 

With my love and best wishes for the future,  
 
Sue 

Dear Schools and Colleges 

 

I wanted to share some information about an exciting opportunity called the Emerging Young  

Dancers Programme (EYD).   

The Emerging Young Dancers Programme provides regular technique training and creative          

development opportunities for talented young dancers (11-18yrs) with a learning disability, autism 

or both from across the North East of England. 

Supported by The Ballinger Trust, the programme runs throughout the year and is a mix of regular 

activities and intensive periods of working. The EYD dancers perform on a regular basis regionally 

and where possible nationally through partner organisations. 

The EYD Programme recruits young people on an annual basis from across the North East of Eng-

land. How many are recruited depends on the level of talent we discover.  

Joining the programme is FREE with some funding available to meet costs related to access, sup-

port and travel. 

In October and November 2018 TIN Arts are running OPEN workshops for anybody 

wishing to find out more and ‘audition’ to join the programme. 

The dates are:       

Thursday 25th October, 1pm – 3pm at Middlesbrough Town Hall 

Sunday 4th November, 10am – 12noon at TIN Arts, Durham 

Monday 5th November, 10am – 12noon at Dance City in Sunderland 

Monday 5th November, 1pm – 3pm at Gosforth Civic Theatre, Newcastle 

  

For questions or queries please contact TIN Arts by calling 0300 1240448 or 

emailemergingyoungdancers@tinarts.co.uk. 

Kelly Turnbull 

Deputy CEO  

Liberdade Community Development Trust | Gosforth Civic Theatre 

kelly@liberdade.co.uk 

info@liberdade.co.uk | 0191 284 3700gosforthcivictheatre.co.uk | liberdade.co.uk | @gocivtheatre 



 

Welcome notes: 
I would like to welcome especially our new families to Percy Hedley. I have met some of you and hope to meet others as 
the year progresses. My role in school is to provide support and signposting to families on things which help you and your 
young people. I work 2 days per week and usually attend departmental coffee mornings/afternoons.  
I arrange half termly social coffee mornings which provide a simulated school yard meeting point, which is how those in 
mainstream get to know other families. These have proved popular and are a great way to get parent to parent support, 
especially from those who have children/young people at Percy Hedley School. I am also a parent of a young man who had 
14 wonderful years at this thrice Ofsted awarded outstanding school and hope that my experience is valuable.   
Having completed the survey I sent out, I will arrange workshops for parents as I did last year. For those unable to attend, 
due to work or distance I will endeavour to pass on information via email or telephone if this is helpful. I am pleased that 36 
families returned these surveys, and am happy to re-send to those who would like to contribute.  
In the Newsletter, I aim to pass on useful information I receive on social or other issues which are important to you. This will 
include grants; workshops so do feel free to send information to me. Much of the information I got last year was from the 
North East Contact office, which sadly no longer exists.  
If you are looking for ideas for social activities for your young person the best place to start is your Local Authority “Local 
Offer”. This should provide information on what is available in your area and came about as part of the 2014 changes to 
Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) reforms. It was intended to be a simple 2 click way of accessing infor-
mation but, from experience this doesn’t always work as intended. You can also get information from your areas Family In-
formation Service (fis), which will be on the Local Offer. If you need help navigating the system, or are looking for something 
specific, contact me and I will try to help.  
I support the PTA in daily running and attend all meetings. See the PTA section for more information.  
An important part of my role is enhancing communication between school and home. This is for general, rather than child/
young person specific matters. Anything to do with your child/young person will be best dealt with by their teacher and the 
class team. They will know your family best. I welcome your suggestions for anything that would help families and look for-
ward to hearing from you.  
The easiest way to contact me is by email, or messages can be left with Reception staff at Killingworth 
 
The easiest way to contact me is by email, or messages can be left with Reception staff at Killingworth 
 
Best wishes,       Eileen Robinson        Email: e.robinson@percyhedley.org.uk Telephone: 0191 2161811 
 
A National charity, formerly known as Contact a family is for families with disabled 
children. We support families, bring families together and help families take action 
for others. Sadly, the Local Office closed in July this year. There is still someone 
specifically covering benefits/finance.  
I will be organising workshops in school in line with your requests via the survey 
sent out in September.  

FREE INFORMATION  

WORKSHOP PROGRAMME  

Do you have a child with a disability or additional needs? 
Want to know more about the financial support you may be able to claim? We offer 
free workshops  
and 1:1 appointments for parents and carers. 

To find out more or to book a free session please get in touch:Telephone:0191 2660972.  
Email: rachael.turnbull@contact.org.uk 
 

Activities: 
Durham and District Leisure Group (DADLG)        
                 
This charity arranges activities for those who live in the Durham area; it is not restricted to the county. They 
have a range of weekly, weekend and seasonal activities. If you would like further information, please ask to join their mail-
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“We have a lovely office at Vane Tempest Hall but we are not always there. Sometimes we’re at activities and events and 

sometimes we’re at meetings, attending training courses or checking out new activities and venues. 

So if you’re going to call in to see us please get in touch first by email or phone to make sure we will be there. 

The office phone is manned between 10a.m. and 4p.m. 

Monday to Friday. Outside of these times please leave a message and we’ll get back to you”. 

Contact details: Website: Www.dadlg.org 
Email: dadlg08@gmail.com   Telephone: 07592 366454  
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Newcastle United Foundation has purchased two new power chairs for its Power Chair Football 

Teams.  Funding for the new equipment came through a combination of donations from the Pro-
vincial Grand Lodge of Northumberland and the Boshier-Hinton Foundation, as well as a spon-

sored walk along Hadrian's Wall undertaken by staff from the Foundation and Percy Hedley.  The 
chairs will enable the Foundation to widen access for disability participants who want to paly the 
game and enhance the equipment available to our current power Chair teams.  It’s and exciting  

time for disability football at the charity.  The Foundations Premiership and Championship Power 
Chair teams kicked off their opening NEPF League Fixtures this month.  Many of our new junior 

participants, who only began their playing careers with us last year, made their debut in the 
Championship division. 
 

The Power Chair team has enjoyed some success in recent times—including at international level. 
Oliver Crawshaw, who has played for the last two years, has made three national finals and is 

now also playing for Vipers Academy—a recognised gateway to the England squad! 
 
Rachel Bickerdike, Business Development Manager at Newcastle United Foundation said. “We are 

incredibly grateful to the Freemasons, the Boshier-Hinton Foundation, and the staff at   Percy 
Hedley.  Their support of the Foundation has allowed us to purchase this vital equipment for the 

Power Chair Team, which is attracting more players every single week and going from strength 
to strength in the league” 

 
Brian Denton of the Freemasons of Northumberland, added “I am delighted to see the difference 
that the donation from the Freemasons of Northumberland has made tot eh Foundation this year.  

The fact that we have contributed to the purchase of two new Power Chairs is wonderful, and I 
am pleased to see them being put to good use by such talented players!” 

NEW POWER CHAIRS FOR NEWCASTLE UNITED FOUNDATION DISABILITY TEAM 
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Team Vose: Great North Run 2018 

Here they are at the top of Mt Kilimanjaro, Stuart Brown, 

partner Sam, and Karen Louhgney (PHS nurse. The final 
total raised for Smile for Life should be over £10,000.  

Stuart would like to say a big thank  you to everyone for 
their support and sponsorship. 

Reason To ... Children's Disability GoTri 2018 

Some of 

our  
students 

took part in 
this annual 
event in 

September  

 

 

 

This was the wow moment of this year’s Great North Run. One of 

our students, Kieran told his mum Nicola that he wanted to take 
part.  So Nicola, who has done the run for Percy Hedley more than 

once decided to push him around the 13 mile course. She was as-
sisted by friends. The photo below tells its own story. In the 8 or so 
years I, along with family have volunteered at the charity tent, this 

was probably the best moment for most of us. Well done Kieran; 
we are so proud of you, your family and friends.  

A CHALLENGE TO CLIMB MT KILIMANJARO 

BOOK FAYRE 

Thank you to everyone who supported the 

Book Fair in whatever way. Sales totalled 
the extraordinary sum of £792.39, almost 

exactly £5 spent for every pupil in school! 
  
We can spend half of this total on books 

from the Scholastic order book, so we 
should be getting some exciting new books 

to share with the students. 
Russell Runnacles  

KEY STAGE FOUR WHITLEY BAY TRIP 

As part of our travel topic in  

English this term, Key Stage 
Four visited Whitley Bay last 

week. We headed to the coast 
to take pictures of the newly       
regenerated Spanish City and 

it's surrounding area. The stu-
dents all ordered their own ice 

creams at Di Meo's and had a 
look inside of Spanish City. The 
photographs will be used to 

support their extended writing  
projects this week, of which I 

look forward to  reading as it 
was a lovely afternoon out.   

 

Teatro Performing Arts 
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PTA UPDATE                                                      PTA         
The PTA works to try and make school life better, providing grants to classes from funds raised. There is no expectation 
of huge time commitment, as we are aware of the demands on our parents. An easy way to support is by subscribing to 

the 100 Club (form enclosed). Thanks to those who have joined already. The first of the 12 draws will not be done until 
December so there is plenty of time. Do you have family members who would like to support? Please pass on a form. 
The £12 is for the whole year, not as some thought monthly.  

We have also, with the help of 2 of our parents Adam Brown and Claire Watson produced a 2019 calendar featuring 
many of the school pupils. This is A3 in size and has been printed by Hedleys Printworks. These are available to order at 
a cost of £8 per calendar. We have 100 available, so you will need to be quick. They will make lovely gifts for family as 
Christmas approaches. We ask that images from this calendar are not uploaded to Social Media, in respect of the wish-
es of some parents/carers. Whilst we have tried to include as many of the students as possible, we have respected 
those who were uncomfortable with, or refused to have their photographs taken. Please check with me if you would like 
to know if your child/young person is included. The front cover is the beautiful tile mosaic, completed by students who 
were at the old Station Road Lower School 2 years ago. This was completed using PTA funds and now graces our re-
ception area at school.  
The current committee is: 
Paul Watson: Chair. (Parent) 
Pilar Bescansa Alonso: Vice Chair. (Parent) 
Rebecca Fletcher: Secretary (Staff) 
Donna Jones: Treasurer (Parent). 
Eileen Robinson: Family Liaison (Staff). 
Just to clarify, my position is school appointed (to the role I hold in school) and supports the running of the PTA within 
school.  

Our next meeting will be: Tuesday 13th November 2018, 10:00-12:00 in school.  
Meetings are a great way of sharing ideas too and getting to know other parents. It always brightens my day to see our 
funds spent on trips out, fun based resources or visits into school. We have also been fortunate to have parents/families 
make donations directly to the PTA for the benefit of students at school. Please do contact me for further information or 
send an email for me to share with the committee.  
Eileen Robinson. Family Liaison Officer. Telephone: 0191 2161811. Email: e.robinson@percyhedley.org.uk 



 

Workshops/Training opportunities: 
Further details on workshops in school will be available soon. This will reflect the outcome of the survey. If you haven’t yet 
filled this in, I can send another copy. I would also appreciate email addresses which will allow me to share time limited in-
formation as soon as I receive it.  
Dates for your diary: 
I have arranged for Rachael Turnbull from Contact to do 2 workshops in the New Year. Many of you have asked for these 
and will be: 

Monday 14th January 2019: PIP (Personal Independence Payment) 09.30-12.00 
Monday 18th March 2019: Benefits 09.30-12.00 
For these to go ahead a minimum of 10 people will be required.  

 
Grant Funding: 
The Family Fund.     
We help families across the UK who are raising a disabled or seriously ill 
child or young person aged 17 or under. You can apply to Family Fund if: 
You live in England, Northern Ireland, Scotland or Wales (Please note: If you are a family living in Wales, 
please visit our Wales application pages to apply.) 
You are the parent or carer of a disabled or seriously ill child or young person aged 0-17 who lives with you. 
You are currently living in the UK and done so for at least six months, or three months if your child is less than 
six months old. You are eligible to work and apply for public funds. 
Your child is not in Local Authority care. 
You have evidence of entitlement to certain benefits.  
Those not receiving benefits may still apply, but you will be asked for family income de-
tails and meet their eligibility criteria. 
Visit their website for further details: www.familyfund.org.uk 
The Sunshine Fund               
The Chronicle Sunshine Fund provides specialised equipment to children with disabilities 
in the North East of England, individuals, groups, registered organisations, special and 
mainstream schools and hospitals can ask for our support to improve the lives of children with disabilities. It is 
open to those in “The Chronicle” circulation area, Newcastle, Tyne and Wear, Durham and Northumberland. 
Grants are available to enhance the life of a disabled child, aged 18 or under for equipment not normally provid-
ed by the NHS. Applications may only be made once in a 12 month period. Full details and application form are 
available on their website: https://sunshine-fund.org/grants-for-children-with-disabilities 
Newlife Foundation.  
It is a national charity supporting families of children (up to their 19th birthday) who are disabled or terminally ill. 
Grants may be available for essential community equipment, such as beds, buggies, wheelchairs, seating sys-
tems, and much more. The application process is lengthy, and I recommend contacting them on the free helpline 
in the first instance to establish eligibility.  
Amongst other support they provide: 
Loan of play equipment, known as a Play Therapy Pod; Loan of emergency equipment;  
Comfort capsules (for terminally ill children); Newlifeable; a recycling service for refurbished equipment;. 
Newlife's Care Services team are the gateway for families to receive support, information and equipment provision. 
See website for full details.  
Newlife can provide: 
Information on rare/complex health conditions 
Access to Newlife's Equipment Services 
Information about local health and social care professionals 
Information on national and local statutory and charitable services 
Support to address individual needs 
Emotional care and support 
Information on rights and benefits 
 
Contact details: 
Telephone: 01543 462777 (Monday-Friday 09:00-17:00)Nurse Service: 0800 902 0095 (Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 09:00-17:00. Wednesday 09:00-19:00. Answerphone service outside of these hours ) Email: 
info@newlifecharity.co.uk  Website: www.newlifecharity.co.uk      

Page 4 

FAMILY LIASON NEWS 

 

   

Smile for Life 
A charity based in the North East, dedicated to enhancing and enriching the lives of children. 
Open to       disadvantaged and disabled children up to 18 years of age, the charity provides 
grants for equipment not supplied by the NHS or other leading charities. Guidelines and application form are 
available on their website. 
They also have a social group, with an hour of sporting activities followed by a healthy option tea on a Tuesday 
night from 5-7pm. It’s on a Tuesday night 5-7pm at Coxlodge Community Centre, 9 Jubilee Road, Gosforth, 
Newcastle Upon Tyne NE3 3UR.  I am told a number of our pupils attend but you will need to contact them for 
further information first. 
Also in the news is their new premises due to open in November on Gosforth High Street, featuring a café 
which provides real work experience to young people with Disabilities.  Contact details: http://
www.smileforlife.org.uk/about-us 
 
Discounts/Carer Support: 
 

Theatre Royal Newcastle upon Tyne. 
Theatre Royal has recently made changes to it’s Personal Assistant (carer) ticket policy. 
They have now set up an Access Requirement Register. You will find full details on their website under the 
heading “Access”. This replaces the previous scheme where CEA cards were acceptable. To gain access you 
must register prior to purchasing tickets, where a free carer ticket may be available.  
Contact details: 
www.theatreroyal.co.uk 
 

Cinema Exhibitors Card (CEA)   
 
The CEA Card is a national card scheme developed for UK cinemas by the UK Cinema Association 
(UKCA).The Card enables a disabled cinema guest to receive a complimentary ticket for someone to go with 
them when they visit a participating cinema. 
The Card is also one way for cinemas to make sure they look after their disabled guests. If you require an ad-
justment to visit a cinema because of your disability, cinema staff should make them for you whether you have 
a CEA Card or not. 
The Card is developed by UKCA’s Disability Working Group, whose members include film exhibitors and dis-
tributors, and national disability charities such as Action on Hearing Loss, the RNIB, Dimensions and Muscular 
Dystrophy UK. 
Contact details:    www.ceacard.co.uk 
Many leisure centres, theme parks, theatres offer discounts for those with disabilities who require a carer. Do 
check websites before you go.  
 

Post 16: 
The following information is for pupils who are aged 16 and above or are in Post 16 (for nusextra) 
 
UNiDAYS is an entirely free online system with no sign-up cost, no membership card and it's entirely for stu-
dents! All you have to do is enter your email and verify your student status. Registration is quick and easy so 
you will be saving within a matter of minutes. Once you register, which you must do using your school email 
address you will be able to get student discounts. You can also download vouchers to use in some stores.  
We have registered Percy Hedley School and pupils who are age 16 and above are eligible to join. To join, 
please visit www.myunidays.com 
 
NUSExtra/Totum card          
 
We have registered school with NUS (National Union of Students) so that our students 
are eligible to apply for a Totum discount card. To be eligible your child must be in Year 
11,12,13 or 14 and over the age of 16.  The cards cost £12 for 1 year, £22 for 2 years and £32 for 3 years and 
provide a photo ID of student status. There are a range of discounts, online and instore which may be useful. 
Full information is available on their website: www.nus.org.uk 
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