
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
 

23rd October to 27th October    - Half Term   - School Closed  
30th October 2017     - Training Day   - School Closed 
22nd December 2017   - Last Day of Term  - School Open 

25th December to 5th January 2018 - Christmas Holidays  - School Closed 

Beautiful Unicorn With a Beautiful Name 
 
One of our young students entered an online competition to name a unicorn painted by Helen Clark Art 
and won, so she now has a lovely piece of art named after her. 

Family Liaison Pages 

Update from Eileen Robinson—Family Liaison Officer 
Eileen is unfortunately off at the moment, due to suffering two broken fingers in the recent high winds, 
which subsequently became infected and she has just come out of hospital after getting the infection 
under control and is on the mend.   
Unfortunately this has meant that she has been unable to contribute to the newsletter as much as she 
would like, but will send separate updates on her return to work. 
We wish Eileen a speedy recovery . 

 

Page 4 
 

 

                

  Autumn Half Term 

 

             Page 1 

Update from Katie 

SCHOLISTIC BOOK FAIR 

Thank you!  Thank you ! Thank you! 

Thank you for all of the wonderful support for our Book Fair. 

Takings totalled an astonishing £777.29! (approximately)   

£5 spent by every pupil in school. 

Welcome to the latest edition of the school newsletter. We have had a great start to the 

year and all of the pupils have settled in well to the new term.  
One of our main areas of focus for school improvement over the coming year is to further 

enhance our communication with parents. This will be through coffee mornings, school 
events and the school blogs. To see the blog for the whole school and your child’s class, 
please log on to the school website at phs.percyhedley.org.uk and ask your class team for 

your child’s user name and password.  
Key Dates 

Please find below some key dates for your diary for the coming term. 

 
As we cater for pupils aged 3-19, not all events are suitable to all pupils. We ensure that 

all pupils receive opportunities that are suitable to their age and level of functioning.  
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that anything different to the usual timetable is 
shared with parents prior to the event, there may be occasions where pupils go out of 

school or access an event that was not previously shared with home. We like to respond 
to these opportunities as they arise and offer a rich experiential curriculum. 

We are looking forward to the next half term and hope you have a safe and relaxing half 
term holiday. The first day back is a training day, so we look forward to seeing everyone 
back to school on Tuesday 31st October.  

 
Best wishes 

Katie  

Date Event Area of school 

8th November Live Music now Whole School 

  

17th November Children in Need Whole School 

  

14th  December KS1 and KS2 Christmas performance KS1 and KS2 

  

15th December Christmas Jumper Day Whole School 

  

15th December KS3 Christmas coffee, cake and crafts KS3 

  

18th December KS4 and Post 16 Coffee afternoon SL KS4 and Post 16 

  

19th December CE Christmas Coffee morning CE KS3 and 4 

  

20th December Christmas Dinner Whole School 
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Wellbeing Team  

Hi!   
My name is Corin Orr and I have been undertaking the role of school 
counsellor since September. I am a fully qualified counsellor and      
member of the BACP (British Association for Counselling and 
Psychotherapy). I am currently a member of the Wellbeing Team within 
school, offering pastoral and behavioural support to students.  
I have worked for the Foundation for several years and I have been 
based within the school for the past 11 years, so I know many of the staff and students and have an 
understanding of the school’s ethos and approach to learning. 
I will be supporting students in a number of areas as part of my role on the Wellbeing Team and I will 
be offering counselling as part of that support. I will also be working alongside the Family Liaison   
Officer and the PTA with a view to offering additional support to parents and carers. 
I look forward to working with our students and staff teams and helping to promote the emotional 
health and wellbeing of everyone at Percy Hedley School.  
If you have any queries or would like further information please don’t hesitate to contact me:-  
Tel: 0191 2161811  -   Email: c.orr@percyhedley.org.uk  

Meet the rest of the  
Wellbeing Team 

 
Louise Brennand 
Educational Psychologist 
Emotional Health & Wellbeing Team 
 

Carolyn Ellis 
Lead Speech & Language Therapist 

Emotional Health and Wellbeing Team 

Jack Charlton Disabled Anglers Association Fun Fishing Day   
 

Alan Smith, Sophie Armstrong and Dylan Creamer attended the Fun Fishing Day held at Sharpley 
Springs on Saturday 7th October. The aim of the day was to catch five Rainbow Trout which all 3 of 
the children managed. The children weighed their fish individually and then the weights were 
combined - the combined weights of the three children's fish made Percy Hedley emerge as the 
overall winning school (this was a fantastic achievement as other schools had 6 members in their 
team!) The children were presented with a trophy for the school. On the day Alan won Runner Up in 
the 13-15 age group with his five fish reaching a weight of 8.2 pounds. Sophie Armstrong also 
received a personal award. 
Jack Charlton and the Mayor of Seaham presented the trophies and commented on the children 
being amazing Ambassadors for the School.  
It was a fantastic day and the children were remarkable in representing the school. 

Messing about on the Farm 

On Tuesday 10th October, class TS went to visit Whitehouse 

Farm centre in Morpeth.  The aim of the visit was to see animals 

from the story ‘A Squash and a Squeeze.’  We took lots of    

photographs, had a picnic lunch and met some of the animals.  

The highlight of the visit was a ride around the farm in a tractor.  
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Para climbing comes to Newcastle 
‘I love it, I did it, I smashed it.’ These are Pip’s reflections on competing in the Edinburgh          
International Climbing Arena. The competition was part of the GB para climbing try-outs. The first 
was in Edinburgh, the next is in London, then Manchester, then Newcastle on Saturday 9th          
December, 11–4pm.  
The Pip we see today is a very different girl from the one who wouldn’t go into echoing buildings, 
who was shy in crowds and very under confident in where her body started and finished. Even just 
over a year ago, when Pip did her first competition, she was very unsure, as was I, of why we were 
there. We were reassured by BMC (British Mountaineering Council) staff who were friendly and   
welcoming and told us the competition could be anything from ‘have your first go’ to being selected 
to compete abroad as part of the GB team. Luckily Pip had climbed before at Bendrigg Lodge in the 
Lake District so she knew she enjoyed it but I had no idea as to whether the climbs would be way 
out of her league. Pip managed the first climb and with a lot of support managed part of another 
short climb known as a boulder problem. It then got too much and we left while Pip was feeling good 
and was the proud possessor of a medal and certificate (as the only entrant in her category). 
The Pip of today attempted all 6 climbs in Edinburgh and completed 4. She chatted to para climbing 
legend Jamie Andrew (quadruple amputee) and managed to concentrate in the hurly burly of an    
International arena. She was placed first and finally has some competition in the learning disability 
category. Pip stood proudly on the podium to collect her prizes. 
If you fancy attending the para climbing I would thoroughly recommend it. Most climbers are          
amputees or have neurological conditions but there are categories for visual and hearing          
impairments and the categories for Autistic spectrum conditions, ADHD and learning difficulties are 
very under populated. Follow this link to find out more. https://www.thebmc.co.uk/bmc-paraclimbing-
series-2017 

PE UPDATE 

UP & COMING EVENTS 

 
Girls football started on 4th October and is again coordinated by Newcastle United Foundation. It will 
be hosted in the same venue as last year, Walker Soccer Dome.  Good luck girls and enjoy. 
Wanderers - this starts with cross country at Temple Park South Shields. This event is organised in 
partnership with City of Newcastle School Games programme. 
This event is closely followed by football on the 18th October, again at Walker and this is the boys 
under 16, and under 14 events.  
We have a new event on our calendar this year and it is the Northern Region Panathlon finals. Along 

with Sir Charles Parsons we have been successful in securing a place so we will be putting together 

a team from both schools and heading off to York on the 19th of October. So fingers crossed and 

wish them luck, I will let you know how we got on in the next newsletter.   


