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DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
 

21st July 2017 to 1st September 2017     - Summer Holidays   - School Closed 
4th September 2017       -    Training Day   - School Closed 
23rd October 2017 to 27th October  2017— Half Term   - School Closed  

30th October 2017         - Training Day   - School Closed 

" 

 

 

                

  End Of Year 2017 
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Welcome to our final newsletter of the school year.  
 
We have had a fantastic year here at Percy Hedley school, and have seen 
many changes and new challenges over the course of three terms. We have 
moved our school onto one site and have strengthened our school community 
as we all work alongside each other.  
  
It has been a joy to see how your children have developed over the school 
year. This was particularly apparent at the leavers assembly where we wished 
our year 14 students the best of luck in the next chapter of their journey - Look-
ing back on their time at school, and  seeing how they have flourished and 
grown is a testament to the support and encouragement they have received 
from both home and school.  
  
After the parental survey (in which 53% of parents preferred 9-3.30) we have 
changed the times of the school day to the same time for all pupils. I under-
stand there have been some concerns over the taxi arrangements for next 
year. These changes have come into play for a number of reasons. Firstly, with 
the school moving to one site we no longer needed to stagger our school 
times. Secondly, I have been  under pressure from the Local Authorities for our 
staff to collect and take pupils to the taxis, our current system would not make 
this possible. Thirdly, from a safeguarding perspective I was concerned at the 
risk to both pupils and staff, of vehicles driving in and out of the car park as pu-
pils were making their way to the school doors. Please bear with us as we im-
plement this new system, as  always we appreciate your support.  
  
May I wish you all a happy and safe summer holiday and I look forward to see-
ing you all in September 2017.  
  
Best wishes 
  
Katie  
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A fab but very wet Great North Swim!  
 

The Foundation had a team take part in the Great North Swim 
for the first time last month.  

True to Lake District form, it 
was a soggy day at Lake  

Windermere, but everyone 
had a fab day! It poured 
down but that didn’t dampen 

the spirits of our amazing 
swimmers and volunteers.  

Huge thank you to our  
swimmers who have all 
made a difference to the 

people we care for and    
support with their fundraising.  

A massive thank you must also go to our amazing volunteers 
for giving up their Saturday to look after our swimmers.  

If you are interested in joining our team for next year’s Great 
North Swim contact Maria m.hallett@percyhedley.org.uk 
 

End of Year Treat !  
As an end of year treat for all the students hard work in 

4CT we had a lovely day at Cragside. We had a good look 

at the house and all the exhibits inside. We enjoyed lunch 

outside on the benches, despite some rain. We had a lovely 

walk along the bridge and down to the stream. Everyone 

had a lovely day out. 

 

 

Grant Funding/ Discounts: 
Max Cards: 
The Max Card is a discount card for foster families and families of children with additional needs. Families simply show their 
Max Card upon entry to a venue in order to obtain free or discounted admission. 
The scheme is designed to help these families save money on great days out at castles, zoos, bowling alleys and more. 
We aim to provide a sense of community through stimulating learning experiences and enjoyable days out for everyone. 
We work with local authorities and selected charities, who administer the cards to eligible families in their areas. 
Check the website www.mymaxcard.co.uk to see if it is available in your area 

 

PTA updates:          PTA 
 
At our last meeting funds were agreed for classes, but we agreed to retain some for the next term. We are often asked for 
funds at the end of term 1, but we would not, at that stage have built up enough funds. The PTA also paid annual member-
ships for school for the Tim Lamb Centre and The National Trust (Educational membership). Both feature in the end of year 
trips for some classes; the additional funds will be used by some to fund additional activities there. Other requests for funds 
to pay for, or subsidise trips include: Beamish, Alnwick Garden, Cragside.  
We will run the PTA 100 club again next year and hope to produce a PTA calendar too.  
The funds raised by the PTA benefit your children and young people. Thanks to everyone who has supported us this year.  
    

Family Liaison Pages 
Activities: 
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The Ropery Discos  
The Ropery holds a number of discos each week for people 
with learning disabilities. Over 14s takes place every Thurs-
day from 6.00-9.00pm and Saturday 1.00-4.00pm  
Junior Discos for under 14s  take place every Tuesday from 
4.00-6.00pm  
All held at The More Centre, The Ropery, Derwentwater 
Road, Dunston, Gateshead NE8 2EX 
For further information please call 0191 4618796  

 

Gateway Groovers 
Gateway Groovers are a new dance group focussed on 
Wheelchair Dance but anyone can become involved. 
The group meets on a Saturday from 10.00-11.00am at the 
Gateway Centre, Elemore Lane, Easington, County Durham 
DH5 0QB. 
The cost is £2 per session.  
 
For more information, please contact Laura on 0191 

5263112 or email  

Alan Shearer Centre 
This centre is in Denton, Newcastle upon Tyne. They have a range of activities throughout the year and normally offer ad-
ditional ones during school holidays. They have a Hydrotherapy pool. To use the facilities, you will need to register with 
them; currently registration is free of charge, as are many of the activities. There is an accessible garden and play area.  
If this is of interest, please register with them to access up to date information. Contact details: 
www.alanshearercentre.org.uk Telephone: 0191 2678118 

Chase Park Festival 2017  
Britain’s most inclusive festival is back and Per-

cy Hedley Foundation is once again delighted 

to be an official sponsor and partner of the pop-

ular event.  

This year’s festival will take place on Saturday, August 26th 

at Saltwell Park, Gateshead.  It is an event for people of all 

abilities and is the biggest open air event of its kind in the 

UK.  The festival, which boasts past headlining acts includ-

ing the Futureheads, Ash and Reverend and the Makers, 

provides disabled people with the opportunity to be involved 

in an activity that most people take for granted, as well as 

the chance to enjoy a feel good community event.  Once 

again, the Foundation will be heavily involved, supplying 

acts and producing features in the run up.  
This pioneering event is family friendly, fully inclusive, free 
to attend for people with disabilities and tackles many of the 
social and cultural issues faced by people with disability or 
long-term illness. 

Cinema Screenings 
There are 2 local groups organising Autism and/or Access 
screenings. If these are something you are interested in, 
details are below. You can ask to be added to their email 
list, to get up to date information on screenings.  
 
Dimensions autism friendly screenings: 
have screenings at Vue (Gateshead, Cramlington and Har-
tlepool), Cineworld (Boldon and Middlesbrough), Show-
case (Teesside) and Odeon (Metrocentre and Silverlink). 
Contact details: www.dimensios-uk.org and click on “find 
local services”. 
 
Tyneside Cinema – Access Cinema Screenings: 
Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne 
Contact details: www.tynesidecinema.co.uk or telephone: 
0191 227 5500 



 

Equipment: 
The WheelAble: 
is unique and innovative. A must have travel companion for the 21st Century and designed with a deep understanding of 
the user’s needs. Whether it’s a quick weekend away or a long haul flight, the WheelAble folds easily into a compact unit 
making it fully transportable wherever you may be going. A hygienic, dignified way to use a shower or toilet independently 
outside the home.  
Lightweight, compact and easily adjustable, the WheelAble’s handles can be lifted or folded, the footrest can be adjusted 
according to the users height. 
Telephone: 01257 472255 Enquiries: info@wheelable.co.uk   
Website: www.specialisedorthoticservices.co.uk 
Note: It has no straps/ postural support but this could potentially be resolved with the involvement of medical physics for 
specialist adaptation. 
Hydro Pod: 
is a flotation device for paediatric hydrotherapy. This is a custom made device. For further information contact details are: 
Telephone:  01283 520400 Email: enquiries@specialorthotic.com  
Website: www.specialisedorthoticservices.co.uk 
It may be worth checking if there is charitable funding available to purchase equipment. Please contact me if you need help 
finding potential charities.  

 

Family Liaison Pages 

Workshops/Training/Research opportunities: 
Helping children and young people have their say on support for speech, language and communication 
needs (SLCN) 
From Mandy Grist, ICAN: 
I CAN, the children’s communication charity, and The Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists (RCSLT) recently launched 
the next phase of Bercow: Ten Years On, a national review of support for children and young people with speech, language and commu-
nication needs (SLCN) in England.  
They are inviting children and young people with SLCN to share their experiences of the support they get – what’s good, and what’s not. 
Gathering the views of as many children and young people as possible will be crucial to ensuring I CAN and the RCSLT gather the infor-
mation needed to inform the report.  
We encourage you to share information about this important part of the Bercow: Ten Years On consultation with children and young 
people you work with, parents and carers and schools and settings that you know who may be interested in it.  
The Bercow: Ten Years On project team are inviting children and young people to contribute in the following ways: 

• By completing a short online survey about the support received – surveys are available for those under 16 years of age and those 

over  by downloading and completing a paper version of the survey. Once completed submissions should be sent to 
bercow10@ican.org.uk or sent in the post Bercow: Ten Years On team. 

• A sorting task activity, available to download for children and young people with SLCN, who may not want or are una-

ble to complete a survey online or on paper. 
By submitting a Vlog sharing thoughts on the help received and what it means to have difficulties with talking and/or under-
standing to bercow10@ican.org.uk 

The survey will be open until 28th July 2017 and can be accessed at http://www.ican.org.uk/bercowsurvey 
To get up-to-date information on project developments, you can sign up to the Bercow newsletter at www.ican.org.uk/
BercowNewsletter  For more information visit the Bercow: Ten Years On website, follow #Bercow10Years on social media 
or email Bercow10@ican.org.uk. 
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Contact a family information:  
This National Charity has a local office based at Disability North in Gosforth.  
They have specialist staff and helplines who provide advice and information for families/carers of disa-
bled children and young people up to age 25 years. They also arrange workshops and send out regular bulletins by email. If 
you are not on their mailing list, I would highly recommend joining as this keeps you up to date with their offer.  
Contact details: 
website: www.cafamily.org.uk North East email: northeast.office@cafamily.org.uk.  Telephone: 0191 213 6300 

Welcome notes: 
In the final Newsletter of 2016/17 academic year I have tried to keep information more general. There are lots of activities 
around; the best way to find out what is near you is via your “Local Offer” on your Local Authority website.  
I am happy to share information on any of the headings below with other parents.  As Family Liaison I will research and 
signpost families, so if there is something specific, do get in touch. 
I will access emails whilst Summer School runs, and if there is anything with which I can help, please get in touch.  
Best wishes, 
Eileen Robinson 
Email: e.robinson@percyhedley.org.uk Telephone: 0191 2161811 
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 Getting on with Nature at Gibside!  
On the 13th July Key Stage 4 
Speech and Language visited 
Gibside National trust.  Half of the 
group completed a nature in art 
session and half of the group 
completed the den and fire build-
ing session.  Both groups came 
together for a picnic and used the 
low ropes course.  We had a great 

time and the weather was amazing! 

 

Leavers Assembly 2017 
Holly joined our school in September 2016.  Within a very short time she was in a daily routine 
with her peers, and was introduced to a symbol book, which she now uses with confidence.   

She chooses her own lunch and eats it, which is a massive achievement. 
Holly can now take part in lessons. 

She interacts with staff and students, showing her cheeky  
sense of humour.  She can ride a bike!!   
Holly is a pleasure to work with and deserves this award for  

the achievements made in such a short space of time.  We  
are very proud of her. 

So at Leavers Assembly this year it seemed only fitting that  

she should receive the Katie Storey Award which is given to  

a student from Key Stage 4, Conductive Education Department 

for outstanding achievement. 
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RACE FOR LIFE—17th July 2017 
 

The Percy Hedley School Race for Life took place at 11:00 on Monday 17th of July.  137     

students took part from Primary, Secondary and Post 16. Local legends Sir Chris McConville 

and Lord Dennis Munday 

started the race on both 

the field and playground 

respectively. Although the 

weather conditions were 

hot, the total distance    

covered by students was 

134 miles. This is the same 

distance from Percy Hedley 

School to Livingston (in 

Scotland). In 

total, £564.20 

was raised.  A 

massive well 

done and thank 

you to all staff 

and students 

who took part! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sports Person Of the year 
 

Azhad Fauzi has won the first ever Hedleys Sport, sportsperson of the year award 2017. 
He was awarded this for his attitude towards PE, Boccia and power chair football. 

He gives 100% to everything he does, he turns up for training twice a week at Hedleys, 
once a week he goes to Durham Boccia club, and once a month he comes along again to 

Hedleys to play with the Vipers which is a re-
gional Boccia training squad. 

Azhad has taken part in the Boccia England 
Heathcoat Cup, and captained a team in the 

Boccia England regional league, the team  
qualified to go to the Nationals in Sheffield in 

June of this year. Azhad has also represented 

Hedleys at the Lord Taverners Boccia         
competition. 

Azhad is a perfect gentleman, always well   
mannered, sociable and a credit to his family 

and Hedley's Percy Hedley School, we had no 
hesitation in giving this award to Azhad  

Well Done! 
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OPENING OF NEW BEACH ACCESS 

 

Beach Access North East is looking to help people in wheelchairs to access Tynemouth       
Longsands, as well as Blyth Beach. The charity, which has recently appointed Paralympian   

Stephen Miller as honorary president, will provide beach wheelchairs, mobi mat and other 
equipment at the beaches. The wheelchairs allow individuals with disabilities to access the 

beach in custom-built chairs, and mobi mat allows wheelchair users access in their own     
wheelchairs. Stephen tried the chairs for the first time last year and when the charity asked him 
to get involved he was eager to support. He said: “Being able to get onto the beach is       

something which can be really difficult for disabled people, especially those in wheelchairs. 
“Having the opportunity to try the beach wheelchairs last year was great fun and I am now so 

excited to be able to work with Beach Access North East to bring this chance to more people. 
”Caroline Corfield, trustee for Beach Access North East, said: “We’re really pleased to have  
Stephen on board, he has a very high profile in the North East and is such an inspiration,        

especially to young people.” 
The recent opening of the accessible areas on Blyth Beach took place with Stephen cutting the 

ribbon. 
 
 

 


