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DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
Friday 16th December - Last day of term for students 

19th December 2016  - Non Teaching Day - SCHOOL CLOSED 

20th December 2016 to - Christmas Holidays - SCHOOL CLOSED 

3rd January 2017 

5th January 2017  - First day of term for students 

4th January 2017  - Non Teaching Day - SCHOOL CLOSED 

20th February to   - Half Term Holidays    - SCHOOL CLOSED 

24th February 2017 

Update From Katie 

 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

 
Welcome to the Autumn edition of our school 
newsletter. We have had a successful start to the year, 

all of the students seem rested and relaxed after the 
long summer break, and are settled into their new 

classes.  
 
We have two new teachers in school this year, John Strachan in key stage three, speech 

and language, and Natalie Fitzpatrick teacher/conductor in the early years. Both Natalie 
and John have worked with us before and we are delighted to welcome them back into 

Percy Hedley.  
 
Our new Annex at West Lane is looking fantastic, we are hoping the builders will be leaving 

us in the middle of November and the lower school will move into the build in January. We 
will be offering open days for parents to come and look around the build once complete, 

and children will get the opportunity to visit the new site to aid with transition.  
 

It is with great sadness that we lost one of our pupils this term. Sonny Lennie was in year 
14 and had been a pupil at Percy Hedley School since 2004. Sonny had been unwell for 
some time; however his death came as a shock to us all. He was a valued member of the 

Percy Hedley family and I am sure you all join us in offering condolences to his family at 
this difficult time.  

 
Best wishes 

Katie  

Christmas Raffle 2016 

Let’s Make it the Best Ever!! 
Autumn is here once again and we are already planning our School 
Christmas Raffle. It would be wonderful if you could consider sending 

any donations into school as soon as possible to help make the raffle 
its usual fantastic success.  We have made an initial great start with 

Lumley Castle offering us two tickets to one of their banquets as a 
raffle prize and we are hoping many others will follow.  

  Issue: 1 
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Hedley’s Got Talent hits Station Road 

 
Last week, the school was abuzz with excitement as the auditions for 

Hedley’s Got Talent – a foundation-wide talent show - got underway in 
school. The camera crew came into the school hall and filmed pupils 

performing their acts for the show and 
the organisers were amazed by the 
confidence and dedication on display.  

News and information about the event can be found here: at 
www.percyhedley.org.uk/presenting-hedleys-got-talent - it 

sounds like it’s going to be a great night.  

Here’s a photo of our very own star performer Jake, giving his all 

with some fabulous performance poetry in front of the cameras! 

Well done auditionees! 

 

3AH are ‘Looking After the Environment’ 

 
The children in 3AH are very busy at the moment learning about the environment and 

how to look after it. The pupils have been reading a story all about a group of children 

who sail off into the sky in a boat, travelling the world helping people look after their 

environments. They are in the middle of writing their own version of the story of ‘A 

Sailing Boat in the Sky’ and have lots of great ideas. 

We’ve been singing and learning about the ‘Three R’s’ – Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, which 

is a great song by Jack Johnson. Check it out on YouTube! And check out this poster 

made by one of the pupils in 3AH… 

We have also been sorting materials for recycling and have written and sent a letter to ask Byker Recycling 

Centre for a visit, to find out about how our waste is collected and which materials can be used to make 

other things. We’ll be going next week so stay tuned for letters! 

It’s good to know our pupils are becoming more and more eco-friendly – looking after our planet is so 

important! 

BIG THANK YOU TO LOCAL DANCE GROUP 
 

Katie Cruddas (a student at our Killingworth site) has brought 
a cheque for £500 into school, which was raised by her Aunty 

(the lady presenting the cheque) at her weekly dance group - 
'Newbottle Dance Group'.   

Big thank you to all involved. 
 

Northeast Special Needs Network  
Provides information and support to families with disabled children, from birth to 25 years  
Employs Family Advice Workers who help families by giving them practical, targeted 
support, working across all agencies - education, social care, health, leisure, housing 
and services in the voluntary sector  
Provides training and courses for parents/carers and professionals  
Northeast Special Needs Network,  
Key House, 11 Tankerville Place, Newcastle Upon Tyne. NE2 3AT  
Email: admin@nsnn.org.uk—Website: www.nsnn.org.uk  
Facebook: on.fb.me/1istYKg—Twitter: twitter.com/nsnnuk  
Tel: 0191 281 2485 (Main office)  
Tel: 0191 281 2255 (Advice line)  



 

From Family Liaison 
 
I will, by the time this Newsletter goes out have attended all 5 departmental coffee mornings/afternoons at    
Station Road and Killingworth. I look forward to meeting parents and having the opportunity to put faces to 
names.  
As part of my role I signpost families to organisations which may be able to help. I have information on grants, 
activities, charities and I want to help if possible. I also arrange workshops on topics of interest so please let 
me know what you would like us to cover this academic year.  
 
I have some Radar Keys (for access to disabled toilets) available at a cost of £3 each. 
 
I am the current Chair of the PTA and would very much welcome more parents getting involved. A letter has 
gone out with details of our next meeting. 
 
Don’t forget, if you are looking for more local activities that your children and young people can take part in, 
take a look at your Local Authority Local Offer website.  If you don’t have this web address, please email me 
with details of which Local Authority you live in and I can send you the relevant link.  
I also have information on different activities. It isn’t possible to include everything in a Newsletter. However, I 
can give you links and ideas depending on your child’s interests.  
 
Please do contact me on e.robinson@percyhedley.org.uk or telephone: 0191 2161811.  
Eileen Robinson. Family Liaison Officer 
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FRAMED FOOTBALL 

 
The Newcastle United Foundation are holding a Framed Football open 

day every Saturday starting on the 17th September, between 10 am 
and 12 noon.  It will be held at the Blue Flames Sports Centre, Whitley 
Road, Benton, NE12 9SF and will be free of charge. We will have FA 

Qualified Foundation coaches delivering the fun based session and may 
be outdoors if the weather is kind. All children participating on the day will receive a medal for 

their efforts. 
 
As ever with our crucial and essential funding, participation figures on all projects are critical to 

the success and future of it. We intend running this club every Saturday morning except school 
holiday periods, up until next July 2017, providing we get a good response and numbers 

regularly turning up. 
 
 
  

 



 

 Family Liaison Pages 

Family Liaison Welcome 
 
Welcome to the 2016-17 academic year. To those 
families who have just joined Percy Hedley, I want to 
use this to introduce myself. I am employed part time 
as Family Liaison Officer and am based at the          
Killingworth site.  
I normally include articles in the Newsletter on social 
activities and other information I feel may be of        
interest. I also try to attend as many of the coffee 
mornings/afternoons as I can in order to meet families. 
If you would like any specific information on social 
events or organisations which can support you, please 
get in touch. 
I am also the current Chair of PTA and hope to involve 
more families this year.  
The easiest way to contact me is by email, or         
messages can be left with Reception staff at 
Killingworth 
 
Best wishes, 
Eileen Robinson 
Email: e.robinson@percyhedley.org.uk  
Telephone: 0191 2161811 
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Au�sm Northumberland Stars 

 

Au�sm Northumberland are launching a brand new a�er 

school club called Stars. Stars is their very own unique version 

of scout/brownies designed specifically for children and young 

people on the au�s�c spectrum aged 5 and above. Stars will 

work towards earning rewards and incen�ves by comple�ng 

ac�vi�es in a safe and fun environment, ac�vi�es have been 

specially chosen to help develop essen�al skills that are o�en 

struggled with including social, emo�onal, academic and life 

skills. 

 Sessions will include group games and the opportunity to 

work towards individual goals, so whilst having fun and 

making friends our Stars will also learn. Stars will run 

fortnightly on a Monday evening between 5-7pm at Au�sm 

Northumberland’s centre in Cramlington, Northumberland. 

Each session will cost just £2 per person with an ini�al £5 

joining fee. 

 This a�er school club is specifically for children/young people 

on the au�s�c spectrum so on this occasion siblings cannot 

a-end, parents/carers have the op�on to leave their children 

with fully DBS cer�fied play leaders or can stay and enjoy the 

session too.  

All Stars will receive their very own por0olio and lanyard with 

their special Stars Pass. 

 If you are interested please email Au�sm Northumberland to 

get booked on, if you are not yet a member of Au�sm 

Northumberland then they can also issue you with a 

membership form too, membership is free and they accept 

families from all over the North East with or without a 

Lawnmowers Free Half Term Workshops 
 
An energetic experience as part of the Juice Festival, these 
shows and workshops are particularly but not exclusively for 
young people with additional needs aged 8+ and will be 
taking place on Thursday 27 October 2016 at The 
Lawnmower Independent Theatre Co, Swinburne Street, 
Gateshead NE8 1AX. 
See and do with The Lawnmowers Independent Theatre 
Company. A participatory experience through live music, 
theatre and hip hop, be inspired and join in to discover your 
own creative talents! 
Hip Hop Dance Show and Workshop - See The 
Lawnmowers Hip Hop Youth Theatre bust a move as they 
perform their latest dance routine. Once you have seen it 
you can be shown what it takes to be a hip hop dancer. 
Theatre and Music Show and Workshop - See 3 fantastic 
sketches performed by The Lawnmowers Fool Ensemble, 
with live music performed by The Lawnmowers Beat This! 
Once you have seen and heard it you can have a go 
yourself, whether you want to play some music or have a go 
at performing there is something for everyone to try! 
Start time is 10.00am and shows and workshops will take 
place from 10:30-11:30am and from 11:30am-
12:30pm Workshops are free to attend, but need to be 
booked in advance. Places can be booked on the website or 
call 0191 4789200 for any further information.  

Cerebra School Transport Guide 
 
This Cerebra guide explains the legal duties on local 
authorities to provide free school transport for disabled 
children in England. The aim is to help parents and 
carers understand their legal rights, but this guide is not 
intended to be legal advice and it should not be relied 
on as such. The law relating to school transport can be 
complicated and you may need to take independent 
legal advice to find out how the law applies to your 
particular circumstances. 
You can download the guide from the Cerebra website 

Alan Shearer Centre Activities  
 
Forthcoming free activities at the Alan Shearer Centre, 
West Denton Close, Newcastle upon Tyne NE15 7LU 
are taking place as follows: 
 
Saturday 22 October 2016 – half term fun – lots of 
games 
Wednesday 26 October 2016 – Get Ready for 
Halloween – make some creepy capes and hats for 
trick or treating 
Wednesday 29 October 2016 – Halloween Arts and 
Crafts – create a spooky poster for your wall. 
 
All activities run from 12.00-2.00pm. Booking is 
essential.  Book places by contacting Amanda Head on 
0191 2678118 
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Gateway North East Half Term Activities 
 
GNE have a range of activities taking place over half term at their sites in Durham Dales, Sunderland,   

Sacriston and East Durham.  Activities include swimming, bowling and a Mad Hatters Tea Party at the end 

of the week.  Activities run from Monday 24 to Friday 29 October 2016 and transport is available from 

various pick up places. For full details of the programme available, costs and to book places, please contact Becky on 
0191 5263112 or email becky@gatewaynortheast.org.uk  

Contact a Family Workshops
  
Disability Living Allowance  
Rachael Turnbull, our new Finance and Welfare Parent 
Adviser held a DLA Workshop on Wednesday 12 
October 2016 from 10.00am-12.00pm at the White Swan 
Centre Killingworth, Citadel East, Killingworth, Newcastle 
upon Tyne NE12 6SS 
The aim of this workshop is to provide information, advice 
and support to parent/carers who are completing DLA 
forms for their child for the first time or for review. You will 
be asked to bring along the DLA form on the day as you 
will be able to complete sections at the time with the 
information provided. We are providing lunch and 
Rachael will be available until 2.00pm if you have further 
questions.  

Please note we will be running more of these workshops 
across the North East region over the next few months. It 
is included in the newsletter to alert you to plans to run 
more. Please contact Sarah Lewis on 0191 2136300 or 
email northeast.office@cafamily.org.uk to be added to 
their email list. 

Seven Stories Relaxed Performances 
Seven Stories located at the National Centre for Children's Books, Ouseburn Valley, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 2PQ have 
the following relaxed festive performances that families might want to book places at soon:  
Relaxed Snowdog Christmas Story Party 
All little pups (under 4s) are invited to cosy up with the Snowdog this Christmas for an enchanting festive event. Join Seven 
Stories for an intimate Snowdog Christmas Story Party bursting with songs, games and stories. Enjoy a sprinkling of 
snowflakes, wrap the perfect gift to deliver to our Snowdog pups and help us choose the perfect Snowdog ears. This 
pawsome event is part of the Great North Snowdog exciting regional trail. Seven Stories will be littered with pups so bring 
along your own cuddly canines to introduce to our pooches. 
Booking essential. £3 per person for event ticket only. If you wish to see the rest of the Visitor Centre, admission is 
required. Running time approx. 40 minutes. 
Performances take place on Sunday 20 November 2016 at 10.30am and 2.00pm; Monday 19 December 2016 at 
10.30am and 2.00pm     Tickets can be booked via the Seven Stories website 
Relaxed Performance Elves Wanted! Festive Sleigh-quel  
The Elf Academy is thin on the ground this year with ditzy-but-keen Student Elf Arthur and seriously stuffy teacher Marte 
left to prepare for the seasonal rush. They need your help. The usually bustling community hidden under the frozen Artic 
Polar Ice Caps is unnervingly quiet. With no elves turning up for Elf Training, Christmas present production is in jeopardy! 
In order to save Christmas, all the family must step into the festive glow of Seven Stories Attic and help out.  With a liberal 
dusting of imagination, fun and plenty of interaction, you will be transported to the frosty North Pole for this hilarious festive 
performance. Booking essential. £5 per person for event ticket only. If you wish to see the rest of the Visitor Centre, 
admission is required. Running time approx. 45 minutes. Performances take place on Saturday 10 December 2016 at 
2.30pm; Saturday 17 December 2016 at 12.30pm; Sunday 18 December 2016 at 2.30pm and Friday 23 December 
2016 at 12.30pm. Tickets available via the website. 
 
These relaxed events are perfect for families with children who have learning disabilities, specific sensory and 
communication needs or those who are on the autistic spectrum but everyone is welcome. The event will have all the 
magic of a Seven Stories Christmas and will provide a supportive yet informal atmosphere. Everyone attending should 
understand that there will be a relaxed attitude to noise and movement throughout the session. 
 
For any further information, please call 0300 330 1095 ext 300 or email info@sevenstories.org.uk  

Whizz Kidz Newcastle Ambassador Club              

  

Whizz Kidz youth clubs are a place for young wheelchair 

users aged 12-18 to meet up, learn new skills and have fun! 

They run ac�vi�es from music, dance, art, to sports, 

bushcra�, cooking, campaigning and trips and are free. 

 

Dates for the next Newcastle club are: 

•               Saturday 15 October 2016 - Green Screen and 

Halloween party 

•               Saturday 19 November 2016 – Sports session and 

ac�vi�es 

•               Saturday 17 December 2016 – Christmas  Party 

Enjoy loads of cool ac�vi�es and meet new people and 

learn life skills. If you need help with your personal care at 

clubs –friendly caring staff will sort it! 

For more informa�on or to join the club, please call 

Graham on 07833 566470 or email g.thomas@whizz-

kidz.org.uk 



 

  
 
PERCY HEDLEY SCHOOLPERCY HEDLEY SCHOOLPERCY HEDLEY SCHOOLPERCY HEDLEY SCHOOL        

P   T   A   100 ClubP   T   A   100 ClubP   T   A   100 ClubP   T   A   100 Club    
 

Percy Hedley PTA 100 Club - £30 per number 
 
CHEQUE/CASH 
 
I would like to subscribe to .............. number(s) for the 2016/17 school year and enclose a cheque/cash for £............ 

(cheques to Percy Hedley Foundation). If you would prefer a specific number please write this down here………….... 

Please put your (child’s) name & class on the back of cheque. Please send this to: Chair of PTA to make sure you are 

included in the draws. 

 

50% of takings go to the winner & 50% to PTA funds. 

Last year we raised over £600 for PTA funds; all funds raised go directly to the classes to enhance the learning/

environment for the students. If you have friends or family who would like to join, please share this with them. Thank you.  

 

N.B: PLEASE ENSURE THAT ANY CHEQUES/CASH ARE HANDED TO A MEMBER 

OF STAFF BY YOUR CHILD’S ESCORT & ARE CLEARLY LABELLED. 

 

Signature ................................................  Date..............................................  
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Name:......................................................................................................... 
 

Address:...................................................................................................... 
 

……………………………………………………………………………............. 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

E Mail:......................................................................................................... 
 


