
 
 

17 March 2020  
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
CORONAVIRUS UPDATE 
 
This letter is to update you on our current response to the Coronavirus situation: 
 
Your child’s safety and welfare is of course our highest priority. We have already taken steps to minimise 
contact in large groups, and all students who are coughing or who have fever are being kept at home. Please 
remember that the government guidance is now for households to self-isolate for a fortnight if anyone living 
in the household has a cough which doesn’t go away or a high temperature.  
 
Because of staff absence, we will no longer be able to operate school for all year groups. For the next three 
days therefore we are planning to operate as follows: 
 
 

Wednesday 18 March Thursday 19 March Friday 20 March 

Yr 11 In school In school In school 

Yr 10 Study at home In school Study at home 

Yr 9 In school Study at home Study at home 

Yr 8 Study at home Study at home In school 

Yr 7 In school Study at home Study at home 

 
 
 
If the situation changes we will of course update you via email, text and website. 
 
Government advice for those with existing medical conditions 
We have spoken directly to the parents of students with the most serious medical conditions, and most of 
these are already staying home. You should be aware of the latest government guidance - we recommend 
you search for ‘coronavirus social distancing’. The guidance remains that children are less vulnerable than 
adults, but it is important for everyone to minimise unnecessary contact, and to wash hands regularly.  
 
All families should be aware of the key groups who need to minimise contact, which include those with: 

● chronic (long-term) respiratory diseases, such as asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
(COPD), emphysema or bronchitis 

● chronic heart disease, such as heart failure 
● chronic kidney disease 
● chronic liver disease, such as hepatitis 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/asthma/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chronic-obstructive-pulmonary-disease-copd/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chronic-obstructive-pulmonary-disease-copd/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/bronchitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/heart-failure/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/kidney-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hepatitis/


● chronic neurological conditions, such as Parkinson’s disease, motor neurone disease, multiple 
sclerosis (MS), a learning disability or cerebral palsy 

● diabetes 
● problems with your spleen – for example, sickle cell disease or if you have had your spleen removed 
● a weakened immune system as the result of conditions such as HIV and AIDS, or medicines such as 

steroid tablets or chemotherapy 
● being seriously overweight (a body mass index (BMI) of 40 or above) 
● those who are pregnant 

 
Finally, we understand that this is a worrying time for everyone. Children will be anxious about their own 
health, and it is right to reassure them that all the evidence so far shows that young people are generally at 
very low risk. But they may be anxious about relatives, and it is important they understand that we can all do 
something to protect our communities, especially by following good hygiene. And they may also be worried 
about their studies. Please remind them that the school is here to support them and you, and that we will 
continue to provide study materials and to support their learning, even if that has to be through them learning 
at home for a time. Things will get back to normal, but in the meantime we all have to do everything we can 
to protect the most vulnerable.  
 
With best wishes, 

 
 
Anthony Wilson 
Headteacher 
 
 
 

 
  

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/parkinsons-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/motor-neurone-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/multiple-sclerosis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/multiple-sclerosis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/diabetes/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/sickle-cell-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hiv-and-aids/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/steroids/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chemotherapy/

