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Religion and Conflict 

Conflict – Working against each other rather than together in unity.  Clashes 
and breakdown of relationships e.g. war. 

Key Concepts 

Interfaith-dialogue – different faith groups talking to each other about their 
faith and sharing experiences. 

Just War – a fair war that can be justified according to agreed conditions, for 
example not killing innocent citizens.  

Non-violent protest – Showing disapproval and standing up for what you believe 
in, without damaging property or causing any threat e.g. a ‘sit-in’ or petitions. 

Pacifism – the belief that any form of violence or war is unacceptable. 

Reconciliation – renewing friendship and rebuilding relationships e.g. by offering 
forgiveness     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Religious Teachings 

“An eye for an eye, a tooth from a tooth.” 

Christianity 

“Do not take revenge on someone who wrongs you.” 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” 

“Nation shall not lift up sword against nation.” 

Jesus said “Put back your sword, for all who draw the sword, die by the sword.” 

“Jesus is our Prince of Peace.” 

“When you go into war and see your enemies, with an army greater that yours, do not 
be afraid, because the Lord your God is with you.” 

Jesus said “I did not come to bring peace but a sword.” 

“Fight those who fight you, but do not transgress limits.” 

Islam 

Allah commanded that people live in a brotherhood. 

“If you kill one person, it is like you kill the whole of mankind.” 

“The reward for an injury is an equal injury in return, but anyone who forgives, his 
reward is due from Allah.” 

“Fight in the name of Allah.” 

“The good deed and the evil deed cannot be equal. Repel the evil deed with one which is 
better, make your enemy a friend.” 

 

 

 

 

 



Christianity: 

Religious teachings about peace 

• Retaliation when wronged is not helpful; praying for those who are against 
you is better 

• Showing love, compassion and kindness towards others is following the 
example of Jesus. 

• Jesus called on people to be ‘peacemakers’. (Matthew 5:9) 

Islam: 

• The name Islam comes from the root word meaning peace; and submission 
to the will of Allah is how peace is produced and maintained. 

• It was Allah’s command that people live in peace, justice, and responsible 
brotherhood. 

• The Qur’an teaches that Muslims should seek reconciliation and not 
revenge. (Surah 3:134) 

• Tolerance 

Qualities of a good relationship: 

• Trust 
• Openness 
• Harmony  
• Honesty 

 

The Golden Rule 
A Worldwide Teaching 

Christianity Do to others what you would have them 
do to you, for this sum up the law and 
the Prophets. 

Islam No one of you is a believer until he 
desires for his brother that which he 
desires for himself. 

 

 

 



Is it ever right to fight? 

On the one hand.... 

• The firm belief that it is wrong to use violence or force. 
• Learning to forgive is an important religious attitude. 
• Founders and leaders of religion often gave examples of this approach. 
• There is always another solution, like interfaith dialogue or non-violent 

protest. 

On the other hand..... 

• Sometimes force may need to be used to prevent evil, to protect the 
innocent. 

• Failure to stand up for these things often results in greater evil or wrong. 
• It is the motive and purpose of the use of force that needs to be 

considered, not merely its use. 
• If the conditions of a Just War are met then arguably it can be right to 

fight in those circumstances. 
• Religions allow fighting to protect God and religion. 
•  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

J is it for real justice? 

The Just War Theory was created by Aquinas and is a Christian 
guide on when war can be right and fair. 

U what ultimately results? 

S who starts it? 

T has all else been tried?  

 

W will there be a winner? 

A can too much force be avoided? 

R what is the real aim? 

Most Christians would not want to go to war recognise sometimes it is necessary 
to go to war.  St Thomas Aquinas developed the Just War Theory: 

When there is a just cause 

When declared by a legitimate government 

When the motives are right 

When it is the last resort 

When the innocent are not harmed and the destruction is limited  

When there is a reasonable chance of success.  

Some Christians believe they should not take part in any conflict, but rather 
adopt a non-violent approach.  For example, many Quakers will refuse to join the 
army but act as Conscientious objectors and work for disarmament, or join the 
medical corps and help the wounded. 

 

 



 

‘And fight in the cause of God those who fight you, but do not go over the 
limits; God does not love the aggressors’ 

Muslim teachings on War 

Surah 2 v190 

‘Permission to fight is given to those who are attacked, because they have been 
wronged.  Allah has power to help them.  They are those who have been unjustly 
driven from their homes, only because ehy said: ‘Our Lord is Allah’ 

Surah 22 v39-40 

The greater jihad is the personal struggle against all the temptations to do 
wrong and act aginst the wishes of Allah. 

Muslims believe that fighting known as the lesser Jihad should only be used in 
defence of the faith and of the rights of others.  Military war should only be 
used as a last resort.  There are clear conditions for military war, but the main 
aim should be restore peace and freedom. 

• Every effort must be made to protect the innocent civilian life, plants 
and animals 

Rules of Just War (lesser Jihad) 

• It should be the last resort; after all other non-violent methods of 
settling the dispute have been tried and failed. 

• War is allowed to happen when Muslims are not being allowed to practice 
their religion freely, or when a community is suffering under a tyrant and 
need to restore freedom. 

• A religious leader must declare war with the full agreement from the 
Muslim community 

 

 

 

 



 

Non –Violent Protests: 

Forms of non-violent Protest 

Peaceful demonstrations  Fasting and hunger strikes 

Blockades  Sit-ins 

Picketing Petitions  

 

Christianity: 

Religious attitudes to non-violence 

• Christians generally favour non-violent responses because of Jesus’ 
teaching and example 

• Non-violence is humane and creative 
• Standing up for justice and equality is expected - despite rejections and 

abuse received as a result. 

Islam: 

• It is the command of Allah that all live in peace, justice and responsible 
brotherhood – therefore non-violence is best. 

• Reconciliation and forgiveness are clearly taught in the Quran 
• However it may be necessary at times for the striving for justice (jihad) 

to use force and fighting. 

 

Interfaith Dialogue: 

Individuals or communities working for peace 

Interfaith dialogue just does not mean that the groups all come to share the 
same views and change their worship  or beliefs; they retain their individual 
thinking and doctrine, but they have learned about each other, in order to 



respect and understand – not so as to become united together in a new form of 
religion or belief. They may do things like worship together, celebrate festivals 
together  or complete community work together to have a greater 
understanding of each other and reduce tension and misunderstandings between 
communities. 

Christianity:  

Individuals: 

Example of a Christian who used non-violent protest is: 

Martin Luther King – as a Baptist minister influenced by the teachings of love 
from Jesus, Martin Luther King 

• Used non-violent protest to support civil rights for black Americans 
• Staged sit-ins and protest marches  
• Went to jail for his actins  
• Made many speeches 
• Was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 for his efforts in non-violent 

protest 

An example of a Christian who worked for peace is: 

Andrew White, the vicar of Baghdad. He is an Anglican priest who works for 
reconciliation between the Middle East and America. He meets with terrorists 
and hostage takers to negotiate and to try and bring peace and reconciliation in 
place of conflict. His focus is on dialoguer and communication between groups. 

 

Organisations... 

Corrymeela – during the years of conflict between Protestants and Roman 
Catholics in Northern Ireland the Christian Community of Corrymeela has 
provided a base for both sides to come together and focuses in particular on 
encouraging children from the two religious communities to come together to 
reduce animosity..  Its name means ‘Hill of Harmony’.  

 

 
 
 
 



 

Islam 

Individuals... 

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) is the most important example for 
Muslims to follow, in order to act and behave in the way Allah expects them to 
do.  Muhammad (pbuh) taught the importance of mercy and forgiveness,  and for 
Muslims this is something they try to follow in their daily lives. Muhammad 
(pbuh) suffered much hardship in his own life, but Muslims hold on to his kind 
and compassionate behaviour towards others at all times a s the best example 
to follow. 

When the Muslims were invited to Medina to set up a new community, 
Muhammad (pbuh) drew up a constitution emphasising the equality of rights for 
all and the need to be forgiving and merciful. 

 

Organisations... 

The Open House Peace Project Centre was set up by Bashir al-Khayi, a 
Palestinian Muslim who reconciled with the Jewish family who had settled into 
his house. The centre supports the co-existence of Muslims and Jews in 
Palestine. 

 

Azim Khamisa founded the Taqiq Khamisa Foundation after his son was 
murdered in America by a gang member. Azim was a Muslim Sufi and turned to 
faith and prayer to held him comes to terms with the death of his son. He came 
to forgive his son’s killer and started to consider the reason behind his son’s 
death. Azim met with the guardian of his son’s killer and they worked together 
to se up the foundation which develops a culture of peace making and aims to 
reduce gangs, violence and guns in the area. 

 

 

 



 

How important is forgiveness? 

Whenever there has been conflict, violence or war, there always the need to 
build relationships afterwards.  Each religion has clear teaching about the 
importance of forgiveness. 

Forgiveness and Reconciliation: 

Christianity: 

• The teachings of Jesus, for example The Beatitudes; his words form the 
cross “father forgive them, they don’t know what they are doing” – even 
when he had been tortured and humiliated and hang up on the cross to die 
Jesus wanted God to forgive the people. 

• Jesus came for the sinners and cleansed them of their sins and forgave 
them,for example the prostitutes and tax collectors. He wanted people to 
follow that example. 

• Examples of Christians forgiving, for example Martin Luther King 
• The Lord’s Prayer is the most important prayer in Christianity and it says 

“forgive us our sins so we can forgive those who sin against us” which 
shows that forgiveness is central to Christian teaching and that people 
need to ask God for forgiveness so in return they can forgive others. 

Islam: 

• The example of Muhammad 
• Rules of War 
• Teachings from the Quran, for example those who forgive others will be 

rewarded by Allah, (Surah 42:40) 
• The belief that Allah will always forgive someone who is truly patient 

 

 

 

 

 



Is forgiveness possible? 

How can we learn to forgive? 

People have shown remarkable forgiveness in the face of injustice, hatred or 
some other harsh experience.  All these things help people not to only learn 
about forgiveness and its importance but understand its benefit and value. 

 

Anthony Walker 18yrs was murdered in a racist attack.  Anthony’s Mother Gee 
Walker said ‘as a Christian it was important to forgive because of her beliefs in 
Jesus showed and taught forgiveness, but also because to not forgive would be 
insulting to her son Anthony who shared her Christian faith.  It was also 
important to answer racism and hatred with tolerance and love – the only way to 
conquer and overcome it.    

 

How do people suffer? 

The Nature of Suffering  

• People can suffer in lots of different ways but there are two main ways: 
Personal suffering such as loss of a loved one or somebody being in 
constant pain and global suffering such as war or famine in developing 
countries. 

• Another way of thinking about suffering is moral suffering; suffering at 
the hands of humans and natural suffering; suffering which is not caused 
or by and can’t b stopped by humans, like natural disasters.  

• The key arguments face mainly questions such as why do innocent people 
suffer? Why do good people who follow God’s word suffer? 

• Fundamentally, remember that suffering is how it is perceived. People or 
individuals can cope with different amounts of pain or suffering. 

 
Why people suffer is a question known as an ‘ultimate question’.  That means a 
question that asks about things that are really concerning fundamental 
principles in life itself. In the world in which we live, some people will experience 
suffering that does not seem deserved – it is the result of outcomes an actions 
for which they are not directly responsible. 
 



What does Christianity say about evil and 
suffering and its existence? 

• One view of evil argues that original sin 
brought evil into the world. 

• St. Augustine argued that evil was the absence 
of good. All things were created good but 
because of free will things could go bad.  

• The existence of Satan is a temptation on 
Christians to not do the ‘good’ thing.  

• It is argued nowadays that our parenting, the 
media, television and films can all cause evil to 
happen in the world.  

 

Why does God not prevent it then? 

FREE WILL 
If God interfered every time people did something that would cause harm to 
themselves or others then people would be puppets of God. People will take 
the consequences of their decisions.  

THE BALANCE OF NATURE 
All parts of nature are related. That is to say for example, that the flood 
which kills some people may be the water that keeps others alive.  

    
 THE SUFFERING OF JESUS 

Christians argue that suffering is a part of living. Christians argue that 
Jesus suffered greatly. He was executed by crucifixion.  

The story of Job key points: 

• Job was a good man who followed God’s teaching. 
• God allowed Satan to test Job 
• Satan took everything from him – he took his animals/ livelihood/ killed 

his family/ made sores break out over his body 
• Job did not lose his faith in God despite everything that had happened to 

him.  
• God reminds Job that ‘we are all tested with the evil that exists in the 

world’ 
• God blesses Job’s life even more than he did to begin with. 



 

What does this story signify to Christians? 

1) Suffering is a test 
2) Suffering is a punishment for sin (This was rejected by God because Job 

never sinned against Him). 
3) Suffering is a part of God’s plan 
• Christians look forward to the way that Jesus suffered on the cross and 

this will also be used by them to understand the purpose of suffering. If 
Jesus suffered such a painful death in his crucifixion then others will 
also suffer how He did.  

 

 

What does Islam say about suffering and evil? 

• Islam believes that suffering and evil is a test from God.  
• Adam was Gods vice regent. Humans are inferior because their free will 

means that they can sin. Satan (Iblis) refused to bow down to God and 
was thrown out of heaven.  

• God allowed Satan to use evil to tempt humans.  
• If people’s faith in Islam remains strong then they will be rewarded by 

God for eternity in heaven.  
• Suffering is a consequence of injustice and a lack of compassion.  

 

Why does God not prevent it then?  

• The existence of angels who are creatures of light are in constant 
contact with humans and they are present all the time, especially when a 
person prays or thinks about God. They will prevent misguidance.  

• Only God can cause benefit or harm, nothing is in the power of the 
believer because only God knows what will happen. 

• This is called pre-destination. There is no chance or random event – God 
knows of your destiny. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Support for those suffering 

For all religions it is believed that it is important to try to help those suffering 
around them.  Every religious tradition has organisation that support others in a 
number of practical and spiritual ways. 

Religious people do many things such as praying, supporting charity, volunteering, 
working with the needy, rehabilitation programmes and showing love and 
kindness. All of these actions support those suffering and enable people to 
follow the example set by Jesus and the Prophet. 

 

 

 

 



 

Religion and Medicine 

Key concepts: 

Conscience – An ‘inner voice’ that keeps a person on the right track.  An innate 
moral sense that guides actions e.g. knowing right from wrong. 

Free Will – everyone is responsible for their actions, humans have free choices 
in life and God does not determine all things completely. 

Hippocratic Oath – swearing to do all you can as a doctor to keep someone alive.  
Promising to treat patients equally and to the best of one’s ability. 

Medical Ethics – the process of deciding what is good and acceptable in 
medicine e.g. through conscience. 

Quality of Life – the extent to which life is meaningful and pleasurable e.g. free 
from undue pain and stress. 

Sanctity of Life – Life in forms is sacred, no one should take life or deny it e.g. 
abortion, euthanasia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Religious Teachings 

“Thou shalt not kill” 

Christianity 

“Before you were in the womb, I knew you.” (God has a plan for every life)  

 “Don’t you know you are God’s temple and God’s spirit dwells within you.” (the body and life are 
sacred and imbued with God) 

“I give life and I take it away.” 

 “In the image of God he created them.” 

Pope Pious XII said that IVF where you use a donor is adultery. 

Catholics believe that God intended sex to be part of procreation. 

Conservative Christians allow abortion to protect the life of the mother.  

There is a story in the Bible (Exodus) where it says that if during a fight a man accidentally hits  
pregnant woman and causes her to miscarry. All he has to do is pay a fine to the woman. 

“Anyone who throws themselves down from a rock and commits suicide will be committing 
themselves to hell.” 

Islam 

“Do not destroy yourselves.” 

“Do not kill your offspring for fear of poverty.” 

“No one can die except by Allah’s leave.” 

 “Whoever has spared the life of a soul, it is as though he has spared the life of all people. 
Whoever has killed a soul, it is as if he has killed the whole of mankind.” 

At 120 days ensoulment happens – when a baby receives their soul 

In Islam it is believed that God will take into account the person’s Niyyah (intentions) on the day 
of judgement. 

The Qur’an warns that semen and sperm should not be destroyed or wasted. 

Islam values the life of the mother absolutely and so allows abortion to protect her life. 

Muslims believe that up to 4 months after conception the mother’s life is more valuable, but 
after 4 months the child’s life is more valuable. 



 

Religious view on Sanctity of Life: 

Christianity Islam 
• God is interested and involved in 

each human life 
• Life is sacred and a gift from 

God 
• Only God should take life away 
• Jesus showed in his teaching 

that all life should be valued 

• Every soul has been created by 
Allah 

• Allah has a plan for each life 
• No on e has the right to take 

their own or anyone else’s life 

 

 

Much scientific advancement in medicine such as: 

Medical and Ethical decisions/Scientific Advancements 

• Testing on drugs 
• Plastic surgery for cosmetic purposes 
• Organ donation 
• Blood transfusion 
• Fertility treatment 
• Life support machine 

 Has led to big ethical questions: 

• When to turn off a life support machine? Who decides? 
• Should you always try to preserve life? 
• Is it right to respect a patient’s wishes or beliefs? 
• Should donating organs be made compulsory? 

 

 

 



 

How do religious believers decide what is right in 
modern medical ethics? 

Religious believers would refer to the following methods to make a decision in 
medical ethic: 

• Holy books – search for guidance in the sacred texts  
• Analyse intentions – measure them against other relevant teachings 
• Pray about the issues involved and seek guidance directly from God 
• Consider the effects on themselves and others, and on society as a whole, 

and weigh up whether these are compatible with basic beliefs 
• Discuss the matter with religious leaders e.g. priest or imam 
• Think about ultimate principles in the religion that will have an impact on 

the issue 
 

Should people have free will to make life/death decisions? 

How do doctors make ethical decisions? 

•  Must ensure best efforts are made to save life 
• Consider the patient’s best interest 
• Consider all medical evidence 
• Take into account relatives views 
• The impact of treatment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Infertility means when a woman is unable to conceive (become 
pregnant) 

Fertility treatments/ IVF 

Couples go for fertility treatments when they cannot have a child through the 
natural way 

Definition: 

IVF – In Vitro Fertilisation 

This treatment involves taking the egg out of the woman and the sperm out of a 
man, fertilising the egg in a test-tube and inserting the fertilised egg into the 
mother’s womb. 

Is it right to spend so much money on IVF when people are starving in the 
world?  

Religious views on IVF treatments: 

Christianity 

Roman Catholic: 

Life is given by God and no one has a right to children.  All embryo is banned for 
Catholics because: 

• IVF involves throwing away some of the fertilised eggs 
• Children have  right t know who their parents are 
• Fertilisation takes place apart from the sex act, but God intended  

reproduction to be a part of the sex act 
• Pope Pius XII states that third-party IVF is adultery.  

Other denominations (groups) views: 

Some would accept the first three bullet points above and would also accept 
IVF, but wish to point out: 

• It provides happiness to the couple 
• Technology is also God’s gift, but may be abused 
• Will the cost be justifiable when so many children are starving? 



 

ISLAM 

• Many accept Ivf because the egg  and sperm are from the husband and 
wife  

• It is considered important to know who the natural parents are 
• Ivf allowed under special circumstances, such as if a male has a disease. 
• The Qur’an warns that the semen or sperm should not be destroyed or 

wasted  

 

The issues of abortion are to do with choices and rights: 

Abortion 

• The choices and rights of the mother and whether she wants ans is 
able to have the baby 

• The rights of the child not yet born, to be alive and grow 
independently 

• The choice about making decisions in accordance with one’s own 
conscience 

• The right of religious believers to considers how their beliefs impact 
on such an issue 

Christianity: 

Religious Views on Abortion 

• there is no single Christian view on abortion; individual Christians respond 
differently o this issue, sometimes even disagreeing with the view of 
their denomination (Christian group) 

• Generally Christians have concerns about the issue of abortion, because 
of their beliefs in the idea that all life is precious, purposeful and sacred 

• Roman Catholics and Orthodox Christians forbid abortion under any 
circumstances, because they believe that life is sacred and God-given 

• Other Christians tend to be against abortion carried out for social 
reasons (e.g. pregnancy was unplanned, interferes with career etc) but 



accept that in some cases, it may be necessary e.g. if it is a matter of 
deciding between the life of the mother or the child 

• Many Christian denomination leave the decision to individual Christians to 
decide for themselves whether abortion is right or not, based on their 
own circumstances 

Islam: 

• Life is sacred and not disposable, except for just causes 
• Allah creates all life, and only He can end it 
• Abortion for purely economical (financial) reasons is forbidden in the 

Quran 
• Many Muslims do allow abortion if the child will be seriously deformed or 

diseased 
• Muslims believe that taking the life of a child is a sin, and in the next life, 

these children will have the right to know why they were killed.  At 
judgement day, Allah will take into account a person’s intention in the act. 

• In the first four months of the pregnancy the mother’s rights are 
greater than the child; after four months hte child has equal rights with 
the mother 

• 120 days after conception (i.e. fourth month of the pregnancy) the sul is 
received by the child, therefore often abortion is forbidden after this 
stage 

• Muslims seek guidance from the Quran, Sunnah (the sayings and actions 
of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)) and present day scholars to decide, based 
on the circumstances of each situation 

 

Euthanasia literally means ‘gentle death’ and is sometimes referred to as ‘mercy 
killing’.  It is the speeding up of death, through the use of the drugs or other 
medical ways, to help a person to die.  Euthanasia is illegal Britain, and anyone 
helping a person to die can be arrested. 

Euthanasia 

The following situation where some people think that euthanasia should be 
allowed: 



• When people are on life-support machines for a long time and there is no 
real hope of them recovering 

• When person is in coma and is not likely to regain consciousness 
• When a person is completely dependent on others for all basic needs 

 

Christianity 

Religious views on Euthanasia 

Most Christians believe: 

• In the sanctity of life – so taking any life is wrong 
• Life is a gift from God, and so only he can take it away 
• Death is not the final end, but ‘doorway’ to the next life 
• Suffering can have a purpose 
• There is an alternative in hospices, which offer care and support for the 

patient and for their family too. 
• A small group of Christians say that God is loving and caring towards His 

people, therefore God would not want His people to suffer, hence would 
allow the act of euthanasia as a last resort. 

Islam 

Most Muslims believe: 

• In the sanctity of life, so taking any life is wrong  
• Only Allah can decide when a person dies 
• Suffering has a purpose 
• It is important to show compassion to those who are in pain or are 

suffering  

• This is the process of changing the genetic makeup of living organisms.  It 
is widely in research for illness and disabilities.   

Genetic Engineering 

• Both Islam and Christianity would not allow genetic engineering as they 
argue 

•  



Key Concepts: 

Religious Expression 

Community – a group of people with something in common e.g. their faith. 

Evangelism – Seeking converts through preaching of the gospel.  How some 
religions spread their beliefs to others e.g mission. 

Faith – Believing in the support of someone or something e.g. God. 

Identity – the way a person sees themselves.  One’s own self, e.g. personality 
and   character. 

Pilgrimage – a journey to a place of special religious significance.  A special 
journey for religious or spiritual purposes e.g. to perform hajj which is a duty. 

Sacred – something particularly religious and quite different from other things.  
Something so special it should be respected, e.g. holy books. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Religious Teachings 

“But every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonours her 
head.” 

Christianity 

“And then he said, go out and preach the gospel to the whole of creation.” 

“Give all you have to the poor, you will have treasure in heaven.” 

“It is easier for the camel to enter the eye of a needle, than a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God.” 

“Guard your chastity.” 

Islam 

“Behave modestly in society.” 

Hajj is one of the 5 pillars of Islam. 

Zakat is one of the 5 pillars of Islam. 

Muslims men are expected to pray at the mosque on Fridays for Jummah prayers not 
only pray at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• Through action others 

Ways in which faith can be expressed: 

• Worshipping in the home  
• Worshipping in religious buildings 
• Through pilgrimage 
• Through symbolism and art 
• Through sharing faith with others  
• Through what is worn 

 

For most religious believers it is important that they express their beliefs 
through the way they live their daily life and their actions t others.  To help 
others in need individually or through charities is an important part of 
expressing faith.                 

How do Religious charities or organisations express faith? 

Christianity  

Salvation Army: 

• Salvation Army is a Christian group that works with the 
homeless, poor and those in need.   

• Their aim is to lead people actively into a saving 
knowledge of Jesus.  They actively serve the 
community irrespective of race, belief, colour, age and 
sex. 

• They fight for social justice 
• The salvation Army has a number of projects to support the homeless, 

poor, and those in need 
• It has a team of outreach workers who support the homeless in the 

streets of towns and cities.  They try to build up relationships with the 
homeless and to offer advice and support.  They organise drop-in centres 
where rough sleepers can get food and warmth. 

• Its message is based on the Bible and its motivation is the love of God as 
revealed in Jesus.   He instructed to serve and to look after the poor.  
Quote: 



CAFOD:  

• CAFOD stands for  Catholic Fund for Overseas Development 
• This is a Roman Catholic charity organisation 
• Their aim is to educate British Roman Catholic about the need for aid and 

to raise funds to support projects with the poor 
• It places a great importance on education and awareness raising.  

Activities will be organised such as 24 hour fasts, Friday Groups where 
people give up something; and charity shops.  It has a disaster relief fund 
to deal with natural disasters and refugees in addition to long-term aid. 

• In Brazil ther are extremes of wealth and poverty.  Many children live on 
the streets without their family and live a life of abuse and torture.  
CAFOD is running a scheme called ‘The Community Taking Responsibility 
for its Children’ where street children are taught to read and write and 
get some training to help them find work. 

• By contributing  to the poor and the cause of development, roman 
Catholic are acting according to the Gospel Tradition 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Islam 

Islamic Relief 

•  It is a charity which supports the poorest people in the world 
• The main aim of the organisation is to help the suffering of the world’s 

poorest people through long and short-term aid.  It works with all people 
of all religions and races 

• As well as responding to disasters and emergencies it promotes justice 
through: 
 Promoting sustainable livelihoods to ensure people are paid a fair 

price for their work 
 Education for people who are normally too poor to go to school 
 Support for health programmes particularly  to make people aware 

of AIDS 
 Support for children who have been made orphans 

• Where there were serious floods in Gloucester one summer, Islamic 
relief workers gave out fresh water to people living in the flooded area. 

• It aims o give immediate relief and also to educate poor people to help 
create a more equal world.  Their work demonstrates the concept of 
‘ummah’ – community- and teaching form the Quran:  ‘Whoever saved a 
life, it would be as if he saved the life of all mankind’.  (Surah 5:32) 

• One of the 5 pillars commands to support charity financially, this is knonw 
as Zakah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For many believers their faith is expressed through what is worn.  Sometimes 
the clothes may reflect a cultural influence but often they reflect something 
important about their religion and are important part of the believer’s identity. 

Expressing Faith Through what is Worn 

SYMBOL MEANING OF SYMBOL 
 

 
Fish Sign 

Our uniform speaks of order and discipline, and 
reminds everyone of what we stand for: war against 
evil and suffering; fighting for God and salvation.  I am 
proud to wear it because I am proud of my faith, and 
of the God I serve. 

 

 
Crucifix 

It may just seem as a headscarf, but it has a deeper 
meaning.  It tells me in the Quran that it is a way of 
keeping purity and helps people to see me as I really 
am – not as a sex symbol.  I am proud of my hijab, I 
feel it is a part of my religion and identity. 

 
Vestments 

It reminds me of Jesus, and also tells other people 
that I am a Christian. It is a symbol used in the times 
of the persecution of Christians, and came from the 
Greek word for fish which makes up a useful summary 
of my beliefs: Jesus Christ, God’s Son, Saviour’. 

 

 
Salvationist Uniform 

I always wear it round my neck on a chain.  It 
helps me, especially when I’m worried or upset, 
and I remember that God is with me wherever I 
go. 

 

 
Hijab/Islamic Dress 

These help to show that the ceremony is a special and 
important one; it makes me feel humble to be part of 
such a long tradition; and privileged to be able to lead 
the ceremony.  It is not obligatory to wear them, but I 
think it helps make the Communion holy’. 

 

Do religious believers need to make their faith explicit? 

How can faith be expressed through what people wear? 
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• For some religious believers they express their faith by going to a place 
of worship 

Expressing faith through symbols in a place of worship 

• Many places of worship include art or calligraphy, which are expressions 
of the faith 

• These can help believers worship 
• Aspects of a place of worship that helps a believer to worship: 

 Music  
 Silence 
 Images 
 Larges majestic Shape 
 Open space 
 Ornate decoration 
 Symbols and artefacts  
 Community 

• One of the biggest importance/benefits of a place of worship is to be 
part of a community 

How can art express one’s faith?  Why worship is special buildings? 

Christianity - Key Features of an Anglican Church: 

• Crosses and crucifixes – remind people of the death and resurrection of 
Jesus 

• Stained glass windows – reminds people of Bible stories and teachings  
• Font- near the front door, symbolic f welcoming to God’s family 
• Pulpit – for preaching the sermon, usually rasied to show importance 
• Altar – symbol of God meeting his people, and place where the bread and 

wine is consecrated, a symbol of God’s sacrifice  
• Pews – for worshippers to sit on 
• Activities and events held: Sunday worship, Sunday school, baptisms, 

weddings, funerals, Music group, scouts/guides. 
•  Regular mid-week: Bible study/prayer, cubs/brownies, Ladies Group, 

young marrieds, choir practice and Music Group. 
• By Arrangement: Baptisms, Confirmations, Weddings, 

Funerals, Special services or private devotions. 



Key Features of an Orthodox Church: 

• Crosses, to remind people of the death of Jesus 
• Icons – religious paintings to help worship 
• Iconostasis – a screen decorated with icons, symbolising separation of 

earth and heaven 
• Royal doors – on the screen, through which the priest goes and brings 

bread and wine to the people  
• Curtain – behind the screen, symbol of separation of man from God 
• Altar – behind the screen; only the priest will go to the altar, although it 

can be seen by all 
• Incense  - will be used and hung from the screen, to express thanks to 

God 
• Candles – it by worshippers, and placed on special tables, as a form of 

personal worship 
• Pews – for worship to sit on 
• Activities and Events held: Sunday worship, morning Church open for 

Name Days, Greek/Russian classes, festival services throughout the 
year. 

• Baptism, funerals, special services or private devotions 

Islam - Key features of a Mosque: 

• Dome – the main par of the building, traditional use to amplify the prayer 
so that everyone inside the masjid can hear what is being said. 

• Minaret – the call to prayer (the adhan) is given from this tall tower 
• Wudu area – to perform ablutions before worship 
• Women’s gallery – masjids have a separate gallery, so both gender’s can 

concentrate on worship 
• Qiblah – the wall which faces Makkah, the direction of prayer 
• Mihrab – niche in the Qiblah wall which shows the direction of Makkah 

and the Kabah 
• Minbar – raided platform for the imam to lead prayers 
• Calligraphy – to decorate the mosque with – often verses from the Quran 
• Activities and Events held: Jummah prayers every Friday, Madrassah 

school, weekly 
• Wedding ceremonies, funerals, special services or private devotions. 



Expressing Faith Through Pilgrimage

All religions have places that are special to 
members of the faith because of their 
connections in some way with the founder or 
important leaders or where some great 
experience took place.  People make pilgrimages 
to such paces, to show their devotion or as 
witness to their faith, or to grow spiritually 
through the experience.   

  

Is pilgrimage out of date? 

Agree Disagree 
• You don’t have to pay to go on 

pilgrimage to show that you are 
religious 

• Going on pilgrimage makes you a 
better person 

• Tourism and business commerce 
are the real profit-makers in 
places that are supposed to be 
sacred 

• you can fulfil your religious 
duties at home 

•  the cost of the pilgrimage can 
be put to better use e.g. helping 
the poor 

• Going on pilgrimage is not going o 
holiday.  By visiting the sacred 
sites people should feel more 
involved with their religious 
faith 

• When you go on pilgrimage you 
feel a sense of tradition.  For 
centuries Christians have been 
visiting the Holy Land 

• In some religions it is a duty to 
go on pilgrimage.  It is not to be 
questioned. 

• Sometimes the time of the 
pilgrimage is as important as the 
place because of a special  
anniversary. 

• There are often strong 
historical links for some places 
being special to a religious 
tradition 

 

 

 

 



Christianity 

Places of Pilgrimage: The Holy Land 

• Christians do not have to go on pilgrimage.   
• However, many Christians choose to visit the Holy Land, and specific sites 

within it, because of its connections with Jesus and his life 
• Most popular sites are: 

 The Church of the Nativity at Bethlehem (the site where he was 
born) 

 Golgotha (the place where Jesus was crucified) 
 The Garden tomb where his body was buried and where he was 

resurrected 
 Walking along the Via Dolorosa (the path Jesus walked from Pilate 

to Golgatha, when he was being taken to be crucified) 
 Pilgrims will often stop and meditate and pray, listen to readings of 

the New Testament about events.  

Place of Pilgrimage: Lourdes 

• One of the most popular sites is Lourdes, in France.  Christians believe St 
Bernadette h d a number of visions of the Virgin Mary. 

• There is a spring of water that is claimed to have healing powers for 
curing illness and disease 

• Since 1837 there have been 64 cases of healing declared as miracles 
• Pilgrims feel a real sense of God’s presence 
• Pilgrims feel spirituality refreshed 
• Pilgrims have a greater sense of community and identity through the 

experience 

Islam 

Pilgrimage in Islam – Hajj 

• Hajj is one of the five pillars of Islam 
• This journey takes place annually, during the last month of the Muslim 

calendar, called Dhul-Hijjah 
• Pilgrims must be in a state of ihram to complete the Hajj, which involves 

particular rules to follow and special clothes to wear 



Conditions for making Hajj: 

• They must be an adult of sound mind, so they know what they are doing 
• They must be able o afford it and the money spent should be through 

honest means 
• The Muslim must be physically fit, so they are able to complete all the 

rituals 

Rules of Ihram: 

• All men wear unsewn pieces of whith cloth, one tied at the waist and the 
other thrown over the shoulder.  This symbolises equality between all 
people, regardless of race, culture, status. 

• All women wear plain and simple clothes of their choice 
• Married couples are not allowed to have sexual relationships during the 

five days of Hajj 
• Pilgrims are forbidden to hunt and kill during this period, aside from the 

sacrifice at the end 
• The rules and conditions of Ihram are a symbol of holiness and purity, 

humility and equality and dedication. 

Rituals of Hajj: 

• Hajj starts on the 8h day of the month of Dhul-Hijjah, in Makkah, Saudi 
Arabia.  The rituals o hajj are performed in exactly the same way that 
the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) performed them for the first Hajj 

• The Hajj itsel takes only 5-6 days, but pilgrims also persforms Umrah 
before the 8h Dhul-Hijjah (see below what this involves) 

• 8th

• 9

 Dhul-Hijjah pilgrims travel towards Arafat (staying at the camp Mina 
overnight 

th

• 10

 Dhul-Hijjah – pilgrims stand on Mount Arafat from noon to sunset, 
praying for forgiveness and Mercy.  This is the most important part of 
the pilgrimage.  Pilgrims sleep that night in the open air, ar a place called 
Muzdalifah 

th Dhul-Hijjah – pilgrims  go to Mina to stone the three pillars 
representing satan, to symbolise the casting of satan from their hearts 
and overcome evil 



• After throwing the pebbles, male pilgrims shave off their hair and women 
cut off a short length.  Pilgrims then sacrifice an animal and give the 
meat to the poor.  This festival is celebrated on that day b the rest of 
the Muslim world, and known as Eid-ul-Adha 

• 11th, 12th and 13th

• Before pilgrims leave makkah, they will perform a farewell tawaf of the 
Ka’bah. 

 Dhul-Hijjah pilgrims go back to Mina each day to 
further stone the pillars representing satan. 

Umrah (the lesser pilgrimage) 

• Umrah cn be performed at any time of the  year, involves some of the 
rituals of Hajj 

• Pilgrims must wear Ihram 
• Pilgrims make tawaf (circling of the Ka’bah 7 times, reciting a prayer, and 

touching the Black stone on the corner of the Kabah) 
• Pilgrims make Sa’y (running between Safa and Marwa seven times, to 

remember how Ibrahim’s wife searched for water for her son, which she 
then found at the site of the well of Zamzam) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Evangelism 

Both Christianity and Islam are evangelistic religions which means they actively try to 
get people to convert to them (make them change to the religion they are spreading). 
There are some Christian groups, known as evangelicals, which focus strictly on 
evangelism and see it as their God given duty which Jesus confirmed, to convert others 
so that they can go to heaven. Other Christian groups see evangelism as important and 
useful in terms of sharing faith but think that people should be allowed to make their 
own final decision about what to believe.  

There are several ways that religions evangelise, which of the following do you think 
are useful and create harmony and understanding, and are there any which you think 
are intrusive and should not be allowed? 

• Knocking on people’s doors to spread religion 
• Handing out pamphlets/magazines in the street 
• Having religious TV shows 
• Spreading the religious message in prisons 
• Going into schools to do assemblies 
• Interfaith dialogue 
• Holding events which non-religious people can come to 
• Helping people suffering and offering support to the needy 
• Inviting people to their place of worship. 

 

The media, especially the TV is used to spread religion and people are divided as to 
whether it is acceptable or not. 

Reason for using the TV as a media to 
spread religion: 

Reason against using the TV as a media to 
spread religion: 

You can easily switch the TV off They may spread lies or exaggerations as 
there might not be decent regulation of 
the programmes 

It makes it easy for old or disabled people 
to find out about religion 

It might be used to make money by selling 
advert time 

It is a great way to target lots of people 
at once 

TV should be for entertainment  

People choose what they want to watch It is much better to go to a place of 
worship to learn about a religion 

 You can’t ask questions about the religion 
as the TV is passive. 

 



 

Religion and State  

Key Concepts: 
 
Authority – having right or power over others.  The moral power behind a person’s 
words or actions e.g. the conscience.  The law (either religious or legal) or those who 
enforce it (e.g. religious leaders or the police.) 
 
Duty – something a person is expected or has to do because :  
 

• of their conscience or religious beliefs 
 

• it is the accepted pattern or behaviour  
 

• it is expected as part of their job or responsibility  
 

• it is the law or part of a contract 
 

Justice – where everyone has equal provisions and opportunity and when human rights  
Are observed e.g. no prejudice or discrimination. 
 
Punishment – to inflict a penalty on a person.  To make a person suffer pain or loss for a 
wrongdoing.  
 
Personal Conviction – Own strong beliefs or views and what you feel or know to be right 
e.g. because of you religious beliefs.  
 
Human rights – something which a person is entitled to because they are human.  The 
things a person should expect to be able to have and do because everyone is equally 
part of God’s creation. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Religious Teachings 

“Man is made in the image of God.” 

Christianity 

“It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter 
the Kingdom of God.” 

“Love your neighbour as yourself.” 

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink.”  

“Thou shalt not kill.” 

You have heard it said an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.  But I tell you, ‘anyone 
who slaps you on the left cheek, turn to him also your right.’” 

“Whoever sheds the blood of another man, that man’s blood shall also be shed.”  

“Don’t avenge yourself, leave it to the wrath of God.” 

“Render to Caesar the things that are Ceasar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”  

 

“Human blood is sacred in any case and cannot be spilled without justification.”  

Islam 

“The reward for an injury is an equal injury in return, but anyone who forgives, his 
reward is due from Allah.”  

“The good deed and the evil deed cannot be equal.  Repel the evil deed with one which is 
better, make your enemy a friend.”  

“The generous man is near God, near Paradise, near men and far from Hell.” 

“Enter not houses other than you own., until you have permission of the residents.” 

“Do not take life, except for a just cause.  If anyone is wrongfully killed, the heir can 
demand retribution.”    

 

 



Duty  

Different people keep different duties depending on their religion, country and family.  
A duty is something which results in action, it is not something we feel we ought to do, 
it is something we must do and so we complete it.  Duties include keeping the 5 pillars in 
Islam, or seeking justice for other people.  

Christian duties include: 
• Loving God and Jesus  
• Loving your neighbour as yourself 
• Keeping the golden rule (treat 

others as you want to be treated) 
• Obeying the 10 commandments  
• Following the example of Jesus 

and helping the needy in society.  
 

Muslim duties include: 
The pillars: 

• Hajj (pilgrimage once in a lifetime) 
• Sawm (fasting during Ramadan) 
• Shahadah (Belief in on God, Allah 

and the Prophet is his messenger – 
this needs to be recited once a 
day) 

• Salah – prayer 5 times a day 
• Zakat – give 2.5% of annual (yearly) 

income to charity 
 

Authority  

There are several reasons why people obey authority: 

• Knowing it is the right thing to do from your conscience or morals. 
• Trusting in the authority e.g. the law or parents 
• Wanting to avoid punishment 
• Following the holy books 

There are many types of af authority too.  Legal sources of authority include the 
government, the police and judges.  Religious sources of authority include holy books, 
religious leaders and Prophets.  There are also moral sources of authority like our 
conscience will often leads us to obey people like our parents and teachers as we know 
it is the right thing to do and they can guide us.    

 

 

  

 

  



Sacred Texts 

Sacred texts like the Bible and Qur’an are very important sources of authority for 
religious believers.  Sacred texts are important and should be adhered (listened) for 
three main reasons 

 

• Guidelines – sacred texts provide guidance on how to live life and the 
expectations of God to ensure they are not punished.  In the Bible Jesus told 
many parables (stories) to teach people the best way to behave.  

 

• Truth – religious believers think that their sacred texts are true so should be 
followed. 
 

• Revelation – Muslims believe that the Qur’an was revealed to the Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) and is the direct word of God.  Christians also believe that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired word of God.  Both Christianity and Islam 
believe their scriptures are revealed and have been given to humanity for a 
reason.  Because the texts have come from God they are eternally true and 
have everlasting authority.  Since they have come from God many religious 
believers follow the texts literally word for word.  
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Bible: 
 

• The Bible is made up of the Old 
Testament (before Jesus) and the 
New Testament (after Jesus). 

 
• The Bible is central to Christian 

faith and worship, many Christians 
use it for prayer and read it every 
day. 
 

 
• Christians believe the Bible is the 

‘word of God’ and that God speaks 
through the Bible and inspires 
Christians in their daily actions.    

 
• Christians also use the idea of the 

‘living word’ to describe Jesus as 
they believe Jesus was the ‘word 
made flesh’ so that Jesus could show 
people God’s will.  This is why the 
gospels are so important because 
they detail Jesus’ life teachings. 
 

 
• The Bible is essential reading, it has 

been translated into many languages 
and they try to live by its laws and 
teachings.  

 
 
 
 

The Qur’an 
 

• The Qur’an provides guidance on 
what to eat, how to conduct 
business, how to pray and all other 
areas of life, both religious and non-
religious. 

 
• The Qur’an is a collection of 

messages revealed by Allah to the 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) over a 
period of 23 years.  Muslims believe 
that the Qur’an is the speaking word 
of Allah.  
 

 
• The laws of the Qur’an are true for 

eternity.  Due to this Muslims are 
expected to learn it by heart in 
Arabic, its original language.  If you 
learn it by heart you become hafiz. 

 
• Respect has to be shown to the 

Qur’an because it is a sacred object.  
It must be stored in the highest 
place in the room and a person must 
complete wudu (ritual watching) 
before touching it.  
 

 
• Akhlaq (person’s attitudes, conduct 

and ethics) are described in the 
Qur’an.  The Islamic law (Shariah) 
comes from the Qur’an and Sunnah 
(example of the Prophet) do show 
which actions are halal.        



Authorities Clashing  

There are many examples of times when authorities clash.  One source of authority is 
PERSONAL CONVICTIONS which are people’s own ideas about things which are right 
and wrong coming from their family, sacred texts, religious beliefs and their own 
conscience.  

An example of authorities clashing is when pacifists are in countries which go to war.  
Their personal conviction is that war is morally wrong but the authority of the 
government requires them to go to war.  Often people get around this by helping with 
the war in other ways, like driving ambulances on the front line rather than fighting.  
Another example is that religious people often protest against abortion because their 
personal conviction which comes from their religious beliefs disagrees with the law of 
the land which allows the practice.  

There have been times in many times in history when the secular (non-religious) laws 
have been wrong and religious people have had to decide whether they would go along 
with them.  For example before the 1960s in America there was segregation of black 
and white people and lots of prejudice and discrimination.  Martin Luther King Junior 
was a Baptist (Christian denomination) minister who believed that this segregation and 
discrimination was wrong because all people are equally part of God’s creation.  His 
personal conviction did not fit with the laws sanctioned by the government which 
allowed segregation; there was a clash of authority.  He therefore stood up against the 
government and worked for civil rights by staging freedom marches, sit ins and always 
using non-violent protest, never returning hate with hate.  Martin Luther King Junior 
got awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.  

Jesus was put to a test where there was a clash of authority.  When asked whether he 
should pay taxes to Caesar Jesus replied “render (give) to Caesar what belongs to 
Caesar and render to God what belongs to God.”  Those who asked the question were 
trying to trick Jesus into saying they should not pay taxes and rebel against the but 
Jesus actually told them they should obey the laws of the land and pay taxes because it 
has nothing to do with God and that they should still worship and give to God what they 
owe to God.  

In Islam a good example of a clash of authority is Shirin Ebadi.  She was the first 
female judge in Iran and particularly supported the rights of women and children.  In 
1979 there was a revolution in Iran and Shirin was forced to resign when it was decided 
that women were not suitable to be lawyers.  Her name was written on the countries hit 
list but she refused to stop supporting people who needed her help.  Shirin Ebadi set up 
a law practice and took on cases that other lawyers didn’t want and she often took on 



cases for free.  Because her personal beliefs were clashing with authority she got 
jailed but she knew she had to stand up for human rights and stand by her personal 
conviction.  In 2003 she became the first Nobel Prize Peace Prize winner from Iran.  
They praised her for her courage as she never stopped even when her own safety was 
at risk.  The state sponsored TV channel refused to air her acceptance speech because 
she would not wear the hijab which the Iranian government requires women to wear.  
Ebadi refuses to wear hijab outside of Iran and wants Muslim to ‘think with their head 
not cover them.’  Again her personal conviction clashed with authority as she believed 
she should have the choice to wear the hijab but the government coerced (forced) her 
to.  

 

Human rights 

Humans have many things they have a right to by virtue simply by being human such as 
the right to safety, freedom of speech, food, education, health care.  

The following teachings show how religions support equality and human rights. 

Christianity  
 

“For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink” 

Make sure that all people are 
provided for and have food and 
drink  
 

Islam  
 

“Enter not houses other than your 
own, until you have permission of 
the residents.” 

Everyone has the right to 
privacy, do not enter houses 
unless invited and do not steal 
from people. 
 

Christianity  
 
 

‘It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich man to enter the Kingdom 
of God.’ 
 

Be generous, make sure that all 
people have food, water and 
health care.  

Islam  ‘Human blood is sacred in any case 
and cannot be spilled without 
justification.’ 
 

Everyone has a right to life, you 
cannot ever take life, it is a 
human right.   

  

                          

 



Christians believe that all people are equal in the eyes of God and are special as part of 
God’s creation.  When considering human rights they think about the example Jesus 
set; he showed love and kindness and respect to all people, especially those in society 
who were ‘unwanted’. Many Christians believe they must take a stand against unfairness 
and injustices and join campaigns in support.  

 

Oscar Romero worked for human rights.  He was born El Salvador and became a priest 
in 1942.  In the 1960s in El Salvador was a lot of crime and corruption.  There was a 
huge gap in wealth where some people were very poor.  Oscar Romero decided 
eventually to speak out against the corruption he saw and he openly criticised the 
government and held meetings that the government banned as they did not want him to 
change things.  He tried to ensure human rights, that all people were provided for.  He 
was assassinated in church.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Punishment 

There are many different types of punishment which are appropriate depending on the 
severity of the crime. 

Reparation  
 

Paying back the wrong you have done or 
repairing the damage. 
This might include paying back money, 
repairing something, apologising or doing 
community service.   

Reform Trying to help the criminal and ensure 
they see the error of their ways and do 
not commit the crime again.  This is often 
done with young people who can still 
change.  Reform may include re-education. 
 
Christians are particularly in favour of 
reform as it follows the example of Jesus 
who tried to change people and show them 
they could be better people rather than 
punish people.  Jesus preached 
forgiveness not revenge.   

Deterrence A punishment given to try and deter 
people from committing the crime again, 
like a fine for speeding to stop you 
speeding again.  

Protection Sending people to prison to make sure 
society is safe and they cannot commit the 
crime again.   

Capital Punishment  Putting someone to death for their crime.  
There are a variety of religious views on 
this, both in favour and against.  It is a 
very serious punishment which still goes on 
in the world, often in countries where 
there are unfair trials and an imperfect 
legal system.    

Divine Retribution  Religious believers think that God will 
punish people on judgement day and that 
this life is a test to see whether we will go 
to heaven or hell and so people will serve 
the punishment for bad actions in this life 
for the eternity.  God’s punishment is far 
more powerful than anything humans can 
deliver.   

 



Capital Punishment  

Capital punishment is when people are put to death (executed) for committing a 
terrible crime like murder or rape.  The methods include hanging, shooting, electric 
chair and lethal injection.  Capital punishment still happens in many countries across the 
world but it is becoming lesson common as countries are realising it is cruel and unfair.  
Amnesty International is a charity which campaigns against the capital punishment and 
puts pressure on government in countries which still allow it.  Allow Amnesty 
International is not a religious charity Christians and Muslims often support it as they 
agree with the aims and work of the charity.  

The Quakers are a Christian group who have campaigned against capital punishment 
since 1818.  They think that punishment should be used to reform people and that 
respect for life should always be shown.  

Arguments for capital punishment  Arguments against capital punishment  
Some people do not show any remorse 
(guilt) for their actions. 

Life is sacred and holy and should never be 
taken away, only God can do that.  
 

If you take away a life you lose your right 
to life, you deserve capital punishment. 

There are many cases where the wrong 
person has been killed so an innocent 
person lost their life. 
 

It is expensive to keep people in prison for 
their whole life – we could spend that 
money much better on schools and 
hospitals.  

The method used to kill people are often 
painful, how can people enjoy watching 
someone being tortured like that?  

If the people escape from prison they 
pose a serious threat to society.  

If a person is killed for their crime, then 
isn’t the person who executes them a 
murder too and deserves punishment? 
 

Capital punishment is good deterrent, it 
would make people think about twice about 
doing terrible crimes if they knew that 
was the punishment.   

People are often on death row for years 
before capital punishment happens – this 
is cruel and harsh as people do not know 
when their day of death will be.   
 

 In some countries people are executed for 
things like speaking out against the 
government, or standing up for their 
religion – surely this is against their 
freedom? 
  

    



There are also lots of religious arguments for and against capital punishment.  Neither 
Islam nor Christianity have a clear view on it.  (See the religious teachings sheet at the 
beginning of the unit for more religious teachings which apply to capital punishment).  
Here are some religious teachings and interpretations. 

Islam  “The reward for an 
injury is an equal 
injury in return, but 
anyone who forgives, 
his reward is due 
from Allah.” 

Justice – where the punishment fits the crime is 
accepted in Islam which and this religious teaching 
shows the fairness and the equality of the punishment 
and crime.  However it also says that it is better to 
forgive, as you will be rewarded by Allah if you can do 
this.  This might mean that capital punishment should 
be avoided because you should show mercy and forgive 
instead and not take life, especially since in Islam life 
is sacred and “whoever kills a man it is as if he kills 
the whole of mankind”.  
 

Islam “Do not take life, 
except for a just 
cause.  If anyone is 
wrongfully killed, 
the heir can demand 
retribution.”  

There are two crimes seen as serious enough in Islam 
to warrant capital punishment; murder and openly 
attacking Islam – these would be considered as the 
‘just causes.’ 
 
Punishment in Islam is seen as important in 
maintaining justice. 
 
This religious teaching is saying that capital 
punishment is acceptable in some circumstances; if 
someone kills a member of you family you can demand 
retribution e.g. you can demand their life in return.    
 

Christianity  “An eye for an eye.”  This shows evidence in the old Testament of revenge 
or retribution.  The notion of justice, that the 
punishment should fit the crime suggests that if 
someone wrongs you, you can wrong them equally in 
return, so if someone takes a life, you can take theirs.  
 

Christianity  “Thou shalt not kill.”  This clearly shows that because life is sacred and 
comes from God only God has the right to take it away 
not humans.  This quotation clearly says that humans 
do not have the right to kill or murder.  If someone is 
a murderer, they are wrong and will be punished by 
God, it doesn’t mean humans can ever be justified in 
killing in return as punishment.     
 

 



Mark Scheme 

2 Mark questions (Question A) 

Level  Level Descriptor  

0  No statement of relevant information or explanation  

1  A statement of information or explanation which is limited in 
scope or content  

2  An accurate and appropriate explanation of a central teaching, 
theme or concept.  

 

4 Mark questions (Question B) 

Level  Level Descriptor  

0  No statement of relevant information or explanation  

1  A statement of information or explanation which is limited in 
scope or content  

2  An accurate and appropriate explanation of a central teaching, 
theme or concept.  

 

4 Mark agree or disagree questions (Question C) 

Level  Level Descriptor  

0  No statement of relevant information or explanation  

1  A statement of information or explanation which is limited in 
scope or content  

2  An accurate and appropriate explanation of a central teaching, 
theme or concept.  

 

 



6 Mark Question (Question D) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 Mark Questions (Question E) 

Level  Level Descriptor  Mark 
Total  

0  Makes no relevant point of view.  0  
1  Communicates clearly and appropriately. 

Either: A simple justification of a point of view, possibly linked to evidence or example 
and making a simple connection between religion and people’s lives. 
Or: two simple appropriate justifications of points of view.  

1-2  

2  Communicates clearly and appropriately using limited specialist language. 
Either: An expanded justification of one point of view, with appropriate example 
which includes religious teaching and/or illustration AND either a second justification.  

3-4  

3  Communicates clearly and appropriately using and interpreting specialist language.  An 
expanded justification of one point of view, with appropriate examples which includes 
religious teaching and/or illustration.  There is also an adequate recognition of an 
alternative or different point of view.  

5-6  

4  Communicates clearly and appropriately using specialist language extensively and 
thorough discussion, including alternative or different views of the religious teaching s 
and moral aspects at issue and their implications for the  individuals and the rest of 
society. Using relevant evidence and religious or moral reasoning to formulate 
judgement.  

7-8  

 

 

 

 

 

Level  Level Descriptor  Mark 
Total  

0  A statement if information or explanation which has no relevant content.  0  
1  A relevant statement of information or explanation which is limited in scope.  1  
2  An accurate account of information or an appropriate explanation of a central teaching, theme or concept.  

Limited use of religious language.  2  
3  An account  or explanation indicating knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas, practices, 

explanations or concepts.  Uses and interprets religious language in appropriate context.  3-4  
4  A coherent account or explanation showing awareness and insight into religious facts, ideas, practices and 

explanations.  Uses religious language and terms extensively and interprets them accurately.  5-6  



How to answer GCSE exam questions 

Explain the word then give an example. 

Question A (2 marks) 

E.g. Explain what religious believers mean by duty. (2) 

A duty is something that a religious believer has to do, because they have made a 
commitment. For example, in Islam a duty is to pray five times a day because it is one 
of the 5 pillars of Islam. 

 

Question B (4 marks) 

 

 

 

 

Do this model at least  

TWICE! 

 

E.g. Explain how having a faith might influence a couple who want to have sex before 
marriage. 

In Christianity it is believed that sex is special and sacred and should be reserved for 
only one person because it shows commitment to chastity. We can tell this because in 
the Bible it says “if they cannot control themselves then they should marry.” This 
shows that if people are feeling eros (erotic love) towards a person they should not 
just have sex outside of marriage but they should get married. Also in a Christian 
marriage ceremony the bride wears a white dress and this shows that she is pure and a 
virgin so we can tell from this that Christians believe you should not have sex before 
marriage. 

In Islam it is believed that sex is an act of worship and God is actually involved in the 
marriage act. Since the Prophet did not have sex before marriage this means that 
Muslims should follow that example and protect the sanctity of sex. 

Choose Islam 
or Christianity 

Make a point related to the question – use 
key concepts of the unit where possible 

Use a religious teaching (quotation from 
the Bible/Qur’an/example of Jesus or the 
Prophet 

Explain how the religious teaching links to 
the question and interpret it 



 

Question C (4 marks = agree/agree, disagree/ disagree or agree/disagree) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do this model 

TWICE! 

 

 

E.g. ‘Animals have souls too’ 

Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree with this statement. 

A Christian would disagree with this because they believe that only humans are unique 
and have souls. A religious teaching which supports this is that in the Bible it says “God 
made man in his own image.” This means that animals do not also have souls because it is 
only humans which are made imago dei (in the image of God) and so animals are not 
marked out as special. This is why animals do not worship God or have a special 
relationship with God, because they do not have souls. An implication of this on society 
though is that humans still have to care for animals because they are still part of God’s 
creation even if they do not have souls. 

A Muslim would agree with this because animals are still important creatures and have 
some features like humans do. It says in the Qur’an “animals are communities just like 
you” which shows that animals might have a soul and that is why Muslims believe animals 
will be rewarded in heaven too. This means that animals have some things which make 
them maybe have a soul, like some animals can communicate or show morality and they 
are intelligent. If this is the case then an implication is that animals must be treated 
with a lot of respect because they have souls which are precious to God. 

 

Islam/Christianity 

 

 

A Muslim/ Christian would agree/disagree 
with this because... 

Use a religious teaching (quotation from 
the Bible/Qur’an/example of Jesus or the 
Prophet 

Explain how the religious teaching links to 
the question and interpret it 

Discuss the implications of the statement 
for the individual and society 



Question D (6 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Islam (3 
marks) 

Make a point related to the question – use 
key concepts of the unit where possible 

Use a religious teaching (quotation from the 
Bible/Qur’an/example of Jesus or the 
Prophet 

Explain how the religious teaching links to 
the question and interpret it 

 Christianity 
(3 marks) 

Make a point related to the question – use 
key concepts of the unit where possible 

Use a religious teaching (quotation from 
the Bible/Qur’an/example of Jesus or the 
Prophet 

Explain how the religious teaching links to 
the question and interpret it 

• Do this model 
twice.  

• Use two different 
religious 
teachings to try 
to show two 
points of view or 
an exception to 
the teaching. 

• Do this model 
twice.  

• Use two different 
religious 
teachings to try 
to show two 
points of view or 
an exception to 
the teaching. 

• Consider any 
denominational 
differences 

 



E.g. Explain from two different religious traditions the teachings about contraception. 

Muslims believe that contraception is not allowed, even within a marriage. They believe this 
because sex must only happen within marriage as it is a natural act not for pleasure and so there 
must be the possibility for the natural outcome of  life to result from sex. 

On the other hand Muslims do allow some forms of contraception, particularly natural forms. In 
the Hadith it says that the Prophet allowed natural forms of contraception like the withdrawal 
method. This is because it is still natural and pregnancy can still happen. Also Muslims allow 
contraception for health reasons. In Islam it says in the Qur’an that the mother’s life is very 
precious and so this means contraception can be used to protect the life of a woman. 

Catholics are against contraception because it says in the Bible “I give life and I take it away.” 
This means that it is not up to humans to use contraception and decide when a life should be 
created, it is up to God. On the other hand there are lots of exceptions when Christians do allow 
contraception. For example Conservative Christians do allow it but only within marriage because 
people are supposed to be chaste until they are married as this is a commitment. The reason 
when they do allow contraception within marriage is to help with family planning because God 
loves his people and does not want them to struggle if they cannot afford more children or if it 
will put a strain on the family of health of the mother.  

Finally liberal Christians are even more accepting of contraception. They believe that sex is 
about love and so you should be able to express your love through sex without having a child or 
if you are not married. They do say though that you should only use contraception in a 
committed relationship not to encourage promiscuity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SWAWOS 

Question E (8 marks) 

Select specialist language (restate the question, explain which key concepts of the unit it 
relates to and explain why the question is important or being asked.) 

What do you think and why? 

Apply  at least 2 religious teachings or examples (Use clear quotations from the Qur’an or 
Bible or example from Jesus or the Prophet and link it to the question.) (4) 

What’s another point of view? 

Offer a religious/moral teaching/example (Use clear quotations from the Qur’an or Bible or 
example from Jesus or the Prophet and link it to the question.) 

Suggest the impact and implications on the individual and society and religious community 
(imagine what would happen if everyone believed this...) 

(8) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Exam Question 

Explain how having a religious faith might influence believers cope with 
suffering. 

4 Marks 

Explain how having a religious faith might influence a view on war. 
Explain how having a religious faith might influence on non-violent protest. 
Explain how having a religious faith might influence believers to forgive. 
Explain how having a religious faith might help believers when they are 
suffering. 
Explain how having a religious faith might influence someone making a choice 
concerning medical ethics. 
Explain how a belief in life being sacred might affect religious believers.  
Explain how faith is expressed through the work of a religious charity. 
Explain how having a religious faith might encourage believers to go on 
pilgrimage. 
Explain why some believers want to share their faith with others. 
Explain how wearing  a religious symbol might help believers express their faith. 
Explain how having a religious faith might influence a view on human rights. 
Explain how having a religious faith might influence a view on punishment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



‘All religious believers are committed to peace’ 
4 Marks Agree/Disagree 

‘It is impossible to forgive.’ 
‘To get things done you have to fight.’ 
‘Inter-faith dialogue achieves nothing.’ 
‘Believers shouldn’t fight in wars.’ 
‘All religious believers are committed to peace.’ 
‘It is never right to fight back.’ 
‘Only doctors should decide who lives and dies.’ 
‘Euthanasia is never right.’ 
‘People should use their free will to make decisions about medicine.’ 
‘Quality of life is more important than sanctity of life.’ 
‘Religion gives purpose to life.’ 
‘It is a mother’s right to decide about an abortion.’ 
‘Religious believers should not be allowed to wear symbols of faith.’ 
‘Media should not be used for religious purposes.’ 
‘Television is not for programmes about religion.’  
‘The aim of punishment is revenge.’ 
‘Not everyone deserves human rights.’ 
‘A life for a life, reintroduce capital punishment.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Explain from two religious traditions the teachings about war. 
6 Marks 

Explain from two religious traditions the teachings about peace. 
Explain from two religious traditions the teachings about the nature of 
suffering.  
Explain from two religious traditions how a religious individual or community has 
worked for peace. 
Explain from two religious traditions the teachings about abortion. 
Explain from two religious traditions the teachings about IVF. 
Explain from two religious traditions the teachings about euthanasia. 
Explain how religious charities or organisations express their faith. 
Explain how faith is expressed through the work of two charities or 
organisations. 
Explain the features of two places of worship from different religions. 
Explain from two religious traditions the teachings about evangelism.  
Explain from two religious traditions the teachings about pilgrimage. 
Explain two examples of religious symbolism which help believers express their 
faith and devotion. 
Explain from two religious traditions the teachings on capital punishment. 
Explain from two religious traditions the teachings about human rights. 
Explain from two religious traditions the teachings punishment. 
 Explain two different examples of when there might be a conflict between 
personal conviction and authority. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



‘Showing forgiveness is a sign of weakness.’ 
8 Marks 

‘Religion can’t help people who are suffering.’ 
‘Religions can’t create peace in the world.’ 
‘There can never be a just war.’ 
‘It is impossible to love your enemies.’ 
‘Inter-faith dialogue can’t achieve anything.’ 
‘Euthanasia is always wrong.’ 
‘It is morally wrong to spend money on IVF when there are so many people 
starving in the world.’ 
‘Doctors should never a life.’ 
‘Your religion is your own business.  You shouldn’t talk about it to anyone.’ 
‘Religious buildings have no purpose today.’ 
‘A place of worship should not have images or symbols, they distract people.’ 
‘If God is everywhere, there is no need to go to a place of worship.’ 
‘All murderers should be killed.’ 
‘There is no such thing as human rights.’ 
‘A life for a life, reintroduce capital punishment to the UK.’ 
‘There is no need to punish, God will do it.’ 
‘You must always obey your religion.’ 
‘You must always obey the law of the land.’ 
 
 
 
 


