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Ready to go ….. 
• 240 students 
• instruments tuned 
• silence 
• anticipation 
• nerves 
• parents watching  
• no pressure then! 

 
The background 
Who would have dreamed that this was possible just a few months ago?  How have we done 
it? 
 
In Newham a scheme called Every Child a Musician ensures that each child who wants to 
play a musical instrument can.  They are given an instrument and have access to group 
tuition. 
 
MiSST, like the ECaM scheme believes every young person in the partner secondary schools 
should have not just an instrument but high quality tuition and regular opportunities to 
perform in front of peers, family the community and a wider audience.   In addition MiSST 
schools have a specialist music school within the school, which provides a broad and deep 
musical education.  All this is led and bound together by the best teachers who on a daily 
basis teach, cajole and inspire the young people. 
 
The Launch 
Today saw 240 students begin another chapter in their musical education.  There was 
excitement in the air. The 11 and 12 year olds want to comment on the situation but must 
learn to sit with instruments in their rest position, not moving or fidgeting.  The training has 
begun.  Now waiting patiently for the conductor’s cue, they must listen and concentrate as 
well as remember the notes and the tune they must play.   
 

 



Then it happens.  Wow!  It is so impressive.  The sum being so much more than the 
individual parts.  An orchestra playing together for the first time.  It is awesome in its 
simplicity.  Cap'n Jack’s Hornpipe.  A great first piece which will serve in the months to 
come as a benchmark for the progress that the students will make. 
 

 
 
Hamza played the only double bass in the orchestra, 6 days after his first lesson! 
 

 
 
 
Conclusion 
Smiles all round – teachers, parents and most important the students.  All proud of what 
they have just done.  We have our first partner school launched and there is a palpable 
energy along with the excitement and expectation that anything is possible. 
 
Thank you to all who made this possible. 
 
Truda White 
CEO - MiSST 

 


