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Our vision and motto

Vision statement:

Valuing Everyone, Achieving Excellence

Our Motto:

Work Hard, Be Kind



Our values
Work Hard

1. Self Control with learning – not getting distracted, following instructions and being organised with 

learning.

Be Kind

1. Self Control with others – behaving appropriately around others, taking criticism, and not losing 

your temper.

2. Social intelligence – understanding the feelings of others and using this to inform your own actions.

3. Gratitude – appreciating what others do for you and doing nice things in return.

4. Curiosity and creativity – a strong desire to learn, ask searching questions and be creative.

5. Zest – an approach to life filled with excitement and energy.

6. Grit – Perseverance, independence, resilience, passion for long term goals.

7. Growth mindset – Understanding that intelligence can be developed through practice.



Values build the skills needed for  GCSE 
success

Curiosity and creativity – a strong desire to learn, ask searching 

questions and be creative.

Zest – an approach to life filled with excitement and energy.

Grit – Perseverance, independence, resilience, passion for long 

term goals.

Growth mindset – Understanding that intelligence can be 

developed through practice.



Keep up to date with 
progress
All progress reports are emailed to you.
Make sure you keep us up to date with your 
email address.



Reporting Progress

You will receive a progress report each term and have the opportunity 

to discuss progress at the Parents Progress Evening

● Progress Report 1 - 10 December

● Progress Report 2 - 24 March

● Progress Report 3 - 30 June

● Parent Evening - 12 March

● Year 10 internal exam weeks 15 - 26 June



Reporting Progress 

● Reports will contain updated GCSE targets and current 

‘working at’ grades based on the current quality and 

level of the work. 

● Assessments will be ongoing throughout the year.  If 

you are concerned about progress then contact the 

subject teacher for up to date information



Contacting staff if you have a concern

Contacting staff is straightforward if you have a concern.  You can either call 

the campus or email them by using the website under ‘Contact Us’. All staff are 

listed on the contact us page.

Communication Policy

Staff will check emails at least once per day but they are not expected to reply 

during evenings, weekends or holidays.

Parents/Carers should expect an acknowledgement to a phone call or email 

within 48 hours of making contact, and a full response within 5 working days.

http://www.brookvalegroby.com/how-to-contact-staff/


Understand the 
qualifications and 
grading systems



KS4 Qualifications

We run 2 types of course:

● GCSEs 

● BTECs

BTECs are vocational courses because they 

are linked to careers.

Both pathways are equivalent to each other 

although grading of them is different

Assessment Structures

All courses are 2 year, linear courses

Practical GCSEs and vocational courses 

contain coursework as part of their overall 

assessment, although there is an examination 

element to all courses

Academic GCSEs are fully assessed through 

exams at the end of the two years



Grading

All GCSEs are graded 1-9, 9 being the highest grade

Science is equivalent to 2 GCSEs and is therefore given 2 grades 1,1- 9,9.  These 

two grades can be different e.g 5,6

BTECs are graded Distinction *, Distinction, Merit, Pass (all level 2), Pass (level 

1)

Some subjects have different entry tiers for examination.  These tiers will limit 

the range of grades available to students.  (Maths, Science, Languages)





Supporting  your child’s 
learning at home



Parental support is important

● Parental support is 8 times more important in determining a child’s academic 

success than social class (Campaign for Learning research)

● The hardest demand on a student is understanding the long-term importance of 

doing the best they can.

● Students also differ in their levels of maturity, their ability to take responsibility 

for their learning, organisational skills and levels of motivation. 

● This is where parents come in. Your support, encouragement and interest can 

make a spectacular difference to your child’s motivation and ability to cope with 

the academic and organisational demands of GCSE’s. 



Supporting your child

● High attendance 95%+  (below 90% attendance - no authorisation of 

absence, no holidays in term time

● Excellent punctuality to school

● Provide a space to work at home and ensure homework is completed

● Ensure that your child has the right equipment including a scientific 

calculator, exam equipment and revision guides for each subject

● Get to know the specifications being used by the subject teacher (details 

available in the course booklet / on the website)

● Talk to your child about school and contact us if you have concerns



Daily Homework 

Work Hard, Be Kind

Maths

Reading

Knowledge organisers



Maths

● Practice things little and often - this has 

been proven to improve students’ long 

term memory.  The Maths homework will 

be a combination of answering questions 

from a homework booklet and learning key 

information from knowledge organisers. 

● There are also lots of useful revision sites 

which support the work done in lessons 

e.g. MyMaths, 5-a-day on Corbett Maths

and Mr Barton



Brookvale Groby Learning Campus
Knowledge Organiser: Mathematics

Year: 10   Topic: Algebraic Proficiency – Visualising I

F

Velocity Time Graphs



Why reading is an important part of the 
homework - Some Facts…..

● Reading for pleasure is more important for children's cognitive development than their 

parents' level of education. 

● Reading books is the only out-of-school activity for 16- year-olds demonstrably linked 

to securing managerial or professional jobs.  

● 10 to 16 year-olds who read for pleasure do better at school. 

● Parents are the most important reading role models for children and young people. 

● Across the country, boys read at a lower level than girls. This affects their ability to 

pass English GCSE and lowers their success in other subjects.  

● Where boys read for just 15 minutes a day, the impact on all of their learning has been 

shown to be transformational.

○ http://readingagency.org.uk/news/reading-facts003/



Why reading is an important part of the 
homework: what our research shows for us

● Some students stop reading as they move through the 

school.

● There is a correlation between lack of literacy skills and 

poor outcomes at GCSE.

● Students do not necessarily understand the notion of 

reading to learn.



Knowledge Organisers - why are they part 
of the homework?

Successful revision - the proven techniques
● Distribute the revision 

(Start early and regularly revisit topics - revision is best done in 
lots of small sessions)

● Try different strategies to find the ones that work best
● Practise! (testing, past paper questions)



Knowledge Organisers 
The research – retrieval & quizzing



The research



Work Hard, Be Kind

Knowledge Organiser: Combined Science & Separate Science

B2: Organisation

Principles of Organisation

● Cells are building blocks of all 

living organisms

● Tissues are groups of cells 

with similar structure and 

function

● Organs are aggregations of 

tissues performing specific 

functions

● Organs systems are organs 

which work together to form 

organisms

Human Digestive System

● Organ system that works to digest and absorb food

Enzymes

Enzymes are molecules that catalyse specific reactions in 

living organisms due to the shape of their active site

Digestive enzymes convert small soluble molecules so 

they can be absorbed into the bloodstream.

Products of digestion are used to build new 

carbohydrates, lipids and proteins. Some glucose is used 

in respiration.

Bile

● Made in the liver and stored in the gall bladder

● It is alkaline to neutralise the hydrochloric acid in the stomach

● It emulsifies fat (forms small droplets which increase the surface area) 

allows lipase to break down the molecules of lipids

Examples of Enzymes

● Proteases breaks down proteins to make amino acids

● Lipases breaks down lipids (fats) into fatty acids and glycerol

● Carbohydrase breaks down carbohydrates into simple sugars e.g. 

Amylase breaks down starch to make glucose



Homework and using your Knowledge Organisers 

Homework
Every school day you should be completing 20 
minutes of reading, 20 minutes of Maths and 

20 minutes working on your knowledge 
organisers. You should be studying/making 
notes/self-testing on at least 1 Knowledge 

Organiser (KO) within that 20 minutes. 
You are to use your student diary to show the 
work you have done. You need to bring your 

KOs and student diary with you 
EVERY DAY to school. 

Your parents should sign your student 
diary every week to say you have completed 

your homework.
Parents should also sign off your reading and 
maths using the reading /maths log page at 
the end of each week in your student diary.
These will be checked by your tutor during 

Monday registrations each week.  
You will also be tested in your lessons on 

knowledge from the organisers as part of the 
‘Do Nows’ and other assessments.

Presentation in Student Diaries
You should take pride in how you present your work in your student diaries. 
Self-testing should be completed in the space entitled ‘Homework Evidence’ 

and ensure that you note the subject in the space provided. 

Self-testing
You can use your KOs and student diary in a number of different ways but you should 

not just copy from the Knowledge Organiser into your diary. Below are some possible tasks:

• Draw a comic strip of a timeline  
• Use the ‘clock’ template to divide the 

information into smaller sections. Then test 
yourself on different sections  

• Give yourself spelling tests 
• Definition tests 
• Draw diagrams of processes 
• Draw images and annotate/label them with 

extra information 
• Do further research on the topic 

• Look, cover, write and check
• Ask someone to write questions for you 
• Write your own challenging questions 

and then leave it overnight to answer 
them the next day  

• Create mind-maps 
• Create flashcards 
• Put the key words into new sentences 
• Mnemonics 

Work Hard, Be Kind

Brookvale Groby Learning Campus
Knowledge Organiser:

Term : 1 



Students

•Complete the 20/20/20 homework each evening
•Check on the google classroom for information 

about the homework

•Record the knowledge organiser and reading 
homeworks in their student diary

•Bring their knowledge organiser folder and diary 
to school every day

HOMEWORK



A5 Student Diaries



Planner completed by a year 

10 student

Subject identified

Evidence is a series of 

questions with answers

Book and pages identified 

for the reading section of 

the homework

Maths topics and work done 

identified





Homework - Smart parents

Smart parents

Click to play video

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1Puv7VH2yG1v_GRgc-FviEGopP4FCyyO3/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1Puv7VH2yG1v_GRgc-FviEGopP4FCyyO3/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Puv7VH2yG1v_GRgc-FviEGopP4FCyyO3/view?usp=sharing


Parents

● Make sure your child has a place to study away from 
distractions and that homework is completed every day

● Check on Smart Homework so you know what has been 
set

● Check your child has filled in their diary.  Sign it every 
week

● Contact form tutor/subject teacher with queries
● Offer to test your child
● Talk to your child about the book they are reading

HOMEWORK



Tutors 

•Check Student Diary every Monday

•Contact home if there are concerns. 
(Standard in touch letter)

HOMEWORK



Class Teachers

•Set regular knowledge retrieval activities for all 
classes

•Monitor students’ performance in low stakes 
quizzes

• Inform parents/tutors/relevant staff where there 
are concerns

HOMEWORK



What can GCSE 
Success look?









A growth mindset is key

Growth mindset is based on the principles that being ‘smart’ doesn’t guarantee 

success. It is effort that guarantees success.

Research proves that when you praise effort not ability students achieve better 

grades / outcomes

Anyone can learn anything if they put their mind to 

it and work at it.



What have we learnt about 
the new GCSEs?

● The new courses are more demanding with more to learn and more exam papers

● Students have to work harder now to get the grades - particularly the higher grades

● Boys are more likely to underperform in language / literacy based subjects because of the 

extended writing and level of organisation needed to learn lots of content 

● Students who worked hard did exceptionally well

● Parental involvement is key to success - structuring revision, ensuring good attendance 

(95%+), supporting and helping

● Parents of some boys will need to be more demanding and have higher expectations of what 

their child does at home. In general, some boys have a lower level of intrinsic motivation to 

work hard and external pressures make it harder for them to achieve



Good luck to the 
Class of 2021


