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ACHIEVEMENTS

Welcome to the first edition of our SUCCESS magazine. We hope 

to be able to give you a termly flavour of the school and really 

celebrate the different work that is happening around the place. I 

am always really proud of the depth and quality of the work we do 

throughout the school. Hopefully we can capture some of it here.

We have had a really successful start to this term.

One of my proudest moments of this term, was sitting on the stage 

behind Tanzim and Leart, in Year 11, and listening to them talk to 

prospective parents about the school.

Tanzim and Leart , in particular, have captured the essence of the 

SEARCH ethos and they are great role models for other students. 

I was delighted to hear them present on Open Evening with such 

confidence and clarity. I don’t think that at their age I would 

have possessed the confidence or the ability to stand in front 

of such a large audience in such an accomplished manner. They 

were really outstanding. 

Public speaking doesn’t come easily to everyone, but it is one of the 

skills that we really value here at Heartlands. It’s not true to say that 

you either have it or you don’t. Most of those who speak regularly 

in public have become comfortable with this routine.  Like anything, 

if you practice and do it regularly, you get better and better at it. 

Many of our students are excited about the opportunity of having 

an audience and some really thrive upon it. Last year, we had plenty 

of success in Haringey Public Speaking competitions and with Jack 

Petchey. Encourage your children to get involved. The more they do 

now, they better they will become.

This Half Term we have been lucky enough to be invited to an 

event at Google to look at ways that schools can support students 

form all sorts of backgrounds into careers in computing. We are 

lucky enough to have made excellent progress in this area and it 

has been great to see Google Apps really taking off in school. This 

system allows students to access a range of different software in a 

cost effective way. If you couple that with the exciting work that Mr 

James has been doing on embedding coding throughout the school, 

our students will be set up effectively for the future.

Thank you to those parents and staff who came along to support 

Family Learning Day. It’s lovely to see parents supporting learning in 

the school and hopefully we will see you all at the next one.

Finally, I hope you like what you read here. The year ahead will be 

an exciting one in the school and the whole purpose of our new 

magazine is to celebrate the successes of our students and staff.

Simon Garrill, Head Teacher
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MATHEMATICS

It’s been a great first 7 weeks of term 

in the Maths Department. We’ve 

welcomed 5 new teachers: Miss Beled, 

Ms Ksiazek, Ms Macharia, Ms Shaw, 

and Mr Williams, bringing our Maths 

Department to a team of 12 staff! It’s 

also been exciting meeting our new Year 

7s, who have settled in fantastically!

Congratulations to Leart Shabani, 

Kamiylah Charles and Todd Godderidge 

in Year 11, who attended a Highgate 

event for gifted young Mathematicians 

to discover, learn and apply Mathematics 

beyond the GCSE syllabus. 

Finally, well done to those students 

who’ve been attending a booster or 

stretch club. It’s been great to see so 

many of you there! There are still plenty 

of spaces, so if you’re interested in joining 

please speak to Mr Kirman (KS4 Booster & 

Stretch), Ms Gibson (KS3 Booster), or Miss 

Cave (KS3 G&T). 

SEARCH DAYS
SEARCH Days have been busy in the Maths Department, with the running of 

GeoMaths, Matholympics, Decoding, 3D Maths, Enterprising Maths and Rockets! 

Our Year 7s have helped Miss Cave build tetrahedrons as high as the ceiling, Year 

8s have compared their 100m speed to that of Usain Bolt, while our Year 9s have 

competed as young apprentices, designing and running a cupcake business for a 

day. Later in the year, our Year 10s and 11s will enjoy SEARCH Days in which they 

discover their own learning styles, and explore revision techniques to support them 

with their upcoming exams. 

gifted & 
talented!

Miss Style’s Year 8 and 9 classes have done 

an excellent job this term in becoming 

Times Tables Rock Stars. A special shout out 

goes to Shanea Bevan and Komal Shahbaz 

for their recall speeds and commitment, 

and to Natnael Mebrate for currently being 

the fastest Rock Legend in the school!

visit www.heartlands.haringey.sch.uk for more information and to reserve your place
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FAMILY LEARNING WORKSHOPS

Saturday 6th December 11am - 2pm

Choose 2 from…

Science Lab Experiments

Table Tennis 

Christmas Around the World

Festive Print-making

Make your own Snow Globe

Trampolining

Have a Heartlands learning experience:

• Learn something new in friendly, 

informal environment

• Learn alongside your child

• Bring the whole family

Family Learning Workshops

We were very excited to open our doors and 

offer a range of workshops to Heartlands 

High School students and their families on 

Sat 11th October. Parents, carers, siblings 

and cousins all got stuck in to different 

learning activities including making clay 

sculptures, experimenting in the lab, 

practising their P.E.As and creating UV 

photo prints.  

The feedback on this event was fantastic and 

we look forward to offering similar experiences 

to our local community in the future. 

If you have any ideas or suggestions about 

family learning activities, please email 

tessa.hall@heartlands.haringey.sch.uk. 

WE HAVE MANY AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS, PLEASE VISIT THE 
EXTENDED SCHOOL TIMETABLE ON OUR WEBSITE FOR 

FURTHER INFORMATION
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ENGLISH

““Debating not only helps to argue your point concisely 
and professionally, but also gives you practice on good 

communication and critical thinking skills

On Thursday 25th September, a small 

group of Year 10 and 11 students got the 

opportunity to take part in a Debating 

workshop lead by Oxford University, at 

Greig City Academy. 

The workshop began with a talk by a 

History Student at Oxford University, who 

spoke about the requirements for entry into 

Oxford and why Oxford is different to other 

universities - we were even given a helpful 

guide on how to write personal statements.

All members of Heartlands who attended 

enjoyed this session thoroughly and found 

it very beneficial however the main part 

of the event was on debating. The session 

started with a talk on how the British 

Parliamentary style debate works. This 

included information on the structure of 

the speech, order of speakers and how to 

raise points of interest. 

After practicing some skills we learnt 

briefly, a whole group debate took place. 

Students from Heartlands who had 

previously participated in debating, as 

well as those who had no experience in 

debating, all took part and had a chance to 

apply their newly learnt skills.

The Debating Workshop was an overall 

fantastic experience beneficial for all who 

attended. Debating not only helps to argue 

your point concisely and professionally, 

but also gives you practice on good 

communication and critical thinking skills. 

The workshop led by Oxford University was 

truly a unique, informative experience!

By Priyanka Patel

SCIENCE

SCIENCE CAREERS

During our Science Careers SEARCH, 

students had the opportunity to 

experience different job roles. 

One of the roles was to be an Ecologist and 

carefully dissect and label a flower!

With a steady hand and eye for detail; 

students successfully carried out this task.  

I’m sure the garden enthusiasts out there 

would be impressed with the level of detail 

the students produced!

CSI
CSI is one of our student’s 

favourite SEARCH days.  They 

become investigators for the 

day, trying to solve a murder 

by carrying out different 

experiments whilst wearing 

amazing CSI suits!

They look at fibres under the 

microscope, take finger prints 

and test blood samples.  

Ms Tawil our resident Science 

Technician is currently 

redesigning CSI to make it more 

enjoyable and will be introduced 

in the next school year!

….if people were curious 

about who the murderer was, 

it was Ms Goulding our Head 

of Science!

YEAR 10 
BIOLOGY BOOSTER 

(THURSDAY B) S5.6

A GLIMPSE INTO THE ACTIVITIES WITHIN A 
SCIENCE SEARCH DAY

HEARTLANDS STUDENTS ATTEND 
DEBATING WORKSHOP

A massive well done to year 11 who 

achieved amazing results in their GCSE 

literature exams this summer! 

Students worked really hard in class and in 

revision sessions, which ran after school and 

Saturdays.  Students are really pleased they 

have had the experience of the exam, with 

many far surpassing their target grades! 

The following students did brilliantly well 

and have been awarded As for their GCSE 

Literature: 

ENGLISH LITERATURE RESULTS 65% A*- C

Akinyemi Mayowa

Chaib Ossama

Edwards Rory

Farahani Melinda

Frater Leona

Godderidge Todd

Hamis Essma

Hassan Sumaya

John Alexandra

Jones Ben

Khaldi Beya

Khan Tanzim

Patel Priyanka

Shabani Leart
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““ inspiration was key to 
inform people about 
the veterans that lost 

their lives

ICT HISTORY

Students at Heartlands study Computing, 

not ICT. Although we do cover elements 

of ICT, Computing lessons are focused on 

teaching children how applications and 

computers are made, allowing them to 

create their own computer programs, 

Apps and computer systems. 

ICT focuses more on teaching children 

how to use applications and computers 

effectively. We believe that Computing is 

a more rigorous, challenging and creative 

subject where all students can succeed. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank 

all parents and carers for their continued 

support of Computing as a school subject. 

 

Year 8 Computing SEARCH trips - The 

Centre for Computing History, Cambridge. 

This year all our Year 8 students are 

visiting the Centre for Computing History 

in Cambridge (TCCH). So far this year, 8R, 

8S, 8O and 8T have visited the museum. 

TCCH is an educational charity whose 

core purpose is to increase understanding 

of developments in Computing over the 

past 60 years. TCCH has an internationally 

significant collection of vintage 

computers, memorabilia, artefacts, 

documents and hands-on displays – in 

total about 24,000 items.

Our students are given a tour of the 

museum by the curator, learn how to 

program a computer using the BBC BASIC 

language, and play 

on over 200 different 

games consoles 

spanning the past 40 

years. Even the teachers 

enjoy playing on the 

retro games consoles. 

During our first trip 

this year, Mr Lloyd 

and Mr Butlin battled it out on ‘Pong’ 

and Mr Khan, our new KS3 Computing 

Coordinator, failed miserably when 

battling against students on ‘Hyper 

Street Fighter’!

Well done to our Year 10 and 11 GCSE 

Computing students

I want to take this opportunity to 

say well done to our Year 10 and 11 

GCSE Computing students, who have 

demonstrated exceptional progress 

in learning the Python programming 

language. GCSE Computing is a highly 

challenging subject, which requires 

students to think logistically and abstractly, 

while maintaining patience and confidence 

when faced with difficulties in their code. 

Well done, and keep up the good work.

MS DIBLY’S 
COOKING CLUB

EVERY TUESDAY 
15.30-16.30 F4.20

COMPUTING IS A RIGOROUS, 
CHALLENGING, AND CREATIVE SUBJECT 
WHERE ALL STUDENTS CAN SUCCEED We as a community thought that selling 

poppies and doing assemblies about 

World War One was important because 

we thought it was key to inform people 

about the veterans that lost their lives 

and the ones that are still fighting today. 

Also by doing assemblies it conveys 

information about the veterans and the 

horrors that they had to go through to 

fight for our country and its freedom. We 

remember not only the veterans but their 

families as they lost their close relatives. 

There were many harrowing facts about 

WW1 but we remembered two in 

particular from Mr Hicks’ assembly. Firstly, 

the appalling living conditions in the wet 

and cold of Belgium and France and how 

some soldiers’ legs had to be amputated 

because they suffered from trench foot 

was particularly memorable. Secondly, 

Mr Hicks talked about the tragic battle of 

the Somme when soldiers were ordered 

to walk through No Man’s Land into the 

enemy machine guns.

In addition we sold poppies to not only 

represent war but portray our feeling 

towards WW1. The idea of people buying 

poppies is that they have feelings towards 

WW1 or the veterans. Buying poppies 

and remembering the war helps bring 

the country together to reflect on an 

important part of our nation’s history.

POPPY SELLING

One student has taken computing very seriously, 

he’s even brought in his own keyboard! 
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“ “They’ve set the bar really high 
for the rest of the year - let’s see 

what the next Music Carousel 
come up with!

CREATIVE CAROUSEL DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

THE DESIGN & 
TECHNOLOGY  
CAROUSEL IN YEAR 
7 AND 8
In Year 7 students design and make a 

fabric gadget case in their Textiles module. 

They learn how to decorate fabric using 

hand embroidery, fabric pens and crayons 

and how to construct a product using the 

sewing machine. 

 

In Textiles, Year 8 students are making soft 

toys. They have to design a product which 

is suitable for use in a specific situation: 

this year they are designing a toy for 

young children on board an aeroplane

In Food, Year 7 are completing a project on 

healthy eating and making a range of different 

products including spicy tomato soup, vegetable 

cous cous salad and banana smoothies.

 

In Food, Year 8 are completing a project 

about nutrition and the different food 

groups. They are making a variety of 

different products including ‘Pasta Salad’, 

‘Chicken Chow Mein’ and ‘Pastry Triangles’.

 In Year 7, Resistant Materials students 

have been learning some important 

key skills that they will carry with them 

throughout their education and beyond 

into the world of work. 

The students have been designing and 

making maze games for nursery school 

students. While designing and making 

the students have been learning about 

the importance of accurate marking and 

planning ahead. They have also been 

learning how to use all the machines in the 

workshop safely.

 

In Year 8 ,Electronics students have been 

making a drawer alarm, which is an 

electronic circuit that sets off a buzzer 

when light falls on it. During this unit of 

work students, have been introduced to 

a number of new components while also 

utilising their Maths skills to work out 

important equations such as Ohms law and 

the Potential Divider. 

 

Year 7 musicians recently launched 

this year’s Creative events in style,  by 

performing five concerts in one week. 

Each day, a different House was 

treated to a performance of the 

eighties classic “Road to Nowhere” 

by Talking Heads. 

In a dramatic and ambitious departure 

from the norm, the Music Department 

decided to bring EVERY music class together 

for each performance, increasing performer 

numbers from the usual 25, to a 

whopping 65. Feedback was taken 

from the audiences, and as the 

week progressed, the performances 

got better and better in quality and 

confidence. 

Head of Music Mr Barrow said: 

“Putting all three groups together 

was a bold move for us, but the students 

came together brilliantly.”

Year 7 working on their gadget 

case for a mobile phone.

Students in Year 7 cooking 

pasta for their dish.

Year 8 working on their soft toy. A completed soft toy

YEAR 7 VISIT TATE
We have had a fantastic time taking Year 7 

students to the Tate Britain. It is a unique 

opportunity for them to see 500 years of 

British art in a gallery setting. 

The students practised drawing and 

analysing the artworks, completed a 

fun quiz about the gallery and had the 

opportunity to make their own Henry 

Moore inspired sketches and sculptures. 

We hope the students will be further 

inspired to make the most of the free 

galleries and museums London has to offer.  

OPPORTUNITIES 
& COMPETITIONS
Just a reminder that we have a lot of 

opportunities in Art beyond lesson 

time, including after school gallery 

trips, inter-house competitions and 

national competitions. This, includes 

the chance to visit the fantastic Wildlife 

Photographer of the Year exhibition and 

the opportunity to win £2000 through 

the Saatchi Schools Prize (http://www.

saatchigallery.com/portfolio/).

Interested students should speak to 

Ms T Hall or attend the following clubs,

Photography Club: 3.25 Mondays in N5.6

Art Club: 2.15 Fridays in N5.9

PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB

MONDAY  3.25   YEARS 7-10   N5.6
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

 

The Year 9 football team have played two 

games so far this year, and both have been 

thrilling encounters. The first was a 6-5 loss 

to Fortismere, who showed great character 

after going 3-0 down in the opening 

minutes. It also included two wonder 

goals from Reece Ellis (PBH), both strikes 

were made from outside the box and left 

both sides in stunned silence. Alican Kara 

(SAT) and Tyrone Poku (CMR) scored with 

acrobatic effort with a Fortismere own goal 

making up the goals. 

The second game was a 3-2 victory against 

Northumberland Park. The boys came from 

behind twice and clinched victory with 10 

minutes to spare. Goals came from Jaden 

Martin (SKN), Chaze Ranyner (PMC) and the 

winner from Tyrone Poku (CMR). This team 

always show a fantastic level of enthusiasm 

for their football and are developing every 

game. Well done boys! 

PARIS EXCHANGE
Our Year 11s are really excited to welcome 

back their exchange partners from College 

Gerard Phillipe in Paris next March. 

They have been busy sending emails and 

sharing ideas about their coursework. 

We have been working with our Paris link 

school, along with the British Council to 

design a project around multiculturalism 

which will culminate in an exciting 

exhibition open to parents and carers.  

Have a look at Daniella Adeluwoye’s article 

below for an overview of our adventures in 

Paris last summer.... 

“Our first day in Paris was energised by 

pure adrenaline as we had to get up early 

to catch the Eurostar. Upon arrival in the 

city, the excitement, thrill and exhilaration 

in the air left us with little thought of sleep. 

After booking in at the Youth Hostel, we 

went to Champ de Mars. We were in awe 

of the magnificence, beauty and historical 

significance of the Eiffel Tower. As Mr. 

Abbott, Ms. Tillotson, Ms. Jones and Ms. 

Battey finally managed to move us along 

we began our walk to the restaurant for 

dinner. We walked down Champs-Élysées 

where we got a brief viewing of the Arc 

de Triomphe. After eating a delicious meal 

at the restaurant we headed back to the 

Youth Hostel.  

The next day we headed to the Le Jardin 

du Luxembourg  where we completed 

a treasure hunt in French. During the 

treasure hunt, we decided to sit down 

and soak up the Parisian atmosphere. It 

was pleasant sitting back, enjoying the 

quietness and beauty of Paris. Later, we 

ventured back to the hostel to prepare a 

presentation for the school we were doing 

an exchange with. 

We went via the Metro to Collège Gérard 

Philipe. We presented ourselves and spoke 

a little bit about our school, ourselves and 

our opinions of Paris. They put on a lovely 

performance of songs (both in English and 

French) and we all sat together after and 

got to know each other while eating pizza. 

C’était delicieux! 

The next day after a well deserved rest we 

headed back to the school. This time we 

had lessons with our exchange partners. 

This encouraged us to use more of our 

French and it allowed us to have the 

opportunity to discover ourselves in a place 

that was unfamiliar to us, which enabled us 

to develop self-awareness and self-esteem 

in a manner that cannot be duplicated. 

We learnt to confront social challenges 

out of our comfort zones and deal with 

problems head-on. Our next lesson was PE 

where we had a choice of either playing 

basketball or dodge ball. After a brilliant 

match where we were able to use our 

French skills again, we had a snack and 

then headed back to the Hostel to collect 

our luggage and catch the Eurostar. 

Visiting Paris was a truly memorable 

experience where we not only got to see 

the culture Paris had to offer, but we also 

attended a school there and made friends.”

YEAR 9 BOYS’ FOOTBALL TEAM

SEARCH DAYS
PE has been heavily involved in delivering 

the first 4 SEARCH days with Year 7 

looking at the Paralympics. Pupils looked 

at the history of the Paralympic Games 

and how it has become such a large event 

in recent years. As part of this research, 

pupils have been creating posters to 

increase awareness of Paralympic sport. 

The second part of the day gave pupils 

an opportunity to experience life as a 

Paralympic athlete and take part in seated 

volleyball and goalball in a competition! 

Year 8 have been taking part in a sports 

development SEARCH day which has 

involved participating in some inter-house 

handball, ice skating at Alexandra Palace 

and a football tournament.  Pupils on this 

SEARCH day have been focusing on 

how they can improve specific skills in 

competitive situations.

Year 11 are having focused SEARCH day 

sessions on their examination subjects 

with revision on specific areas of the 

course, exam technique practice and 

practical support in their sports areas. 

COMMUNITY LANGUAGES PARENTS EVENT THURSDAY 27TH NOVEMBER

Can your child speak 
another language?  

Are they able to write 
in this language?

Is your child in Year 10?  

If so, there is a possibility that your child 

can take a GCSE in this language.  Last year 

20 of our current year 11 pupils received 

a grade A-A* in their home language.  

There will be an Information Evening for 

parents and pupils at 6pm on Thursday 

27th November.  Please can you confirm 

attendance by email to emmet.abbott@

heartlands.haringey.sch.uk or could your 

child inform their language teacher of 

their intention to attend?  

The languages on offer are:  Turkish, 

Polish, Portuguese, Italian, Persian, Arabic, 

Bengali, Panjabi and Gujarati.

We look forward to 
welcoming you to this event.
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EXPLORE THE LIBRARY

In Explore, the group 7T have been 

working extremely hard on the subjects 

given by the encouraging Mr Cole. At 

the start of the year we learnt about the 

history of Alexandra Palace as well as the 

present. We were given a project to do 

throughout the 7 weeks of the term. 

We had the privilege to go outside 

the school to observe the different 

areas of Alexandra Park: The Station, 

The Playground, The Boating Lake and 

Alexandra palace. We then used the EQI 

survey to then infer on the different types 

of areas included found in the community. 

We  used this data to then construct a 

graph which we could then use to include 

in a poster explaining the work we have 

done. After this we were introduced 

to a type of writing called P.E.A (Point, 

Evidence, Analysis). After were able to use 

it efficiently we used it to then write about 

which method was the most effective. 

We were assessed and given positive and 

constructive criticism by our peers. Once 

we completed our final assessment we 

eventually moved on to History! 

In History, we have started to look at 

Censuses and to then infer on what we 

thought about before and the change 

from the 20th Century to the modern 21st 

Century.  From the Censuses we looked at 

Ethnicity, Population , Age expectancy and 

Occupations. My time in Explore has been 

fantastic so far and I am sure that the next 

Year 7 will.

Zariel Konadu

THE ENCOURAGING MR COLE! HEARTLANDS’ 
FIRST EVER 
POETRY SLAM
We celebrated National Poetry Day 

(Thursday 2nd October) by holding our first 

ever ‘Poetry Slam’ in the library after school. 

The English Department ran a Poetry 

competition for all years and the top entries 

were invited to perform competitively at 

the Slam.

All participants received merits and a 

certificate, relating to their role in the 

Slam - either as performer, judge, scorer or 

audience member. We were also treated to 

members of staff performing alongside the 

Heartlands’ Resident Poet for this academic 

year - Michelle Madsen.

The student judges and audience voted the 

top 3 performers as: Michael Culley, Kate 

Butler and Radeyah Al-Faruk.  Well done to 

other performers too - Andreas Gerasimou, 

Elaine Walters-Banks, Fatma Shallo and 

Ulysses Prieto.

Michelle Madsen is a world-renowned 

performance poet and will be working 

with students on their creative writing 

over the year.

You can watch all the student performances 

on the Heartlands’ Youtube channel under 

‘Poetry Slam 2014’.

Please follow the Library Twitter for details 

of future events - @LibraryHHS. You can 

find out more information about Michelle 

Madsen on @hammerandtongue (Twitter) or 

www.michellemadsenpoet.com (website).

We are looking forward to future Poetry 

Slams! Students should regularly visit the 

library to keep informed of future events.

STUDENT 
BOOK 
BUYING 
TRIP 
FOR THE 
LIBRARY
This year, the library secured a successful 

bid of £10,000 from the Foyle Foundation. 

The Foyle Foundation is a grant-making 

organisation which funds projects in the 

Arts and learning. They have a specific 

fund to support the development of 

school libraries.

Student Librarians and library regulars have 

been on book buying trips to spend part of this 

grant on library books. Student Voice is very 

important at Heartlands and the library runs 

so successfully due to student input. Therefore 

we knew that part of this funding needed to 

be spent by the students themselves.

The students represented the school 

fantastically on public transport and during 

their bookshop time. They chose some great 

books for the library which, after they have 

the privilege of reading and reviewing first, 

will be available for other students to borrow. 

The books will also be marked with ‘student 

choice’ so that they can be identified.

Our trips took place to Foyles Bookshop in 

Central London, and also to one of our local 

bookshops - Pickled Pepper books in Crouch 

End. Staff at both bookshops were incredibly 

helpful and students benefitted greatly 

from the different experience given at each 

shop - one a huge bookshop with 6 floors, 

one a local friendly and intimate community 

venue. Student librarians and library staff all 

recommend a visit to either bookshop! 

Do you know of any other charities or 

organisations who might be approached to 

enhance our library through sponsorship 

or grants? 

Please let the library know by emailing 

helen.swinyard@heartlands.haringey.sch.uk 

or through the school’s main reception.

Photographs show the trip to Foyles 

Bookshop in Charing Cross Road

Year 10 Sociology students were privileged 

to join former Prime Minister Gordon 

Brown, youth activists and Nobel Peace 

Prize winner and Children’s Rights Activist, 

Kailash Satyarthi at the ‘Our Future, Our 

Rights’ youth rally on 19th November at 

Southbank Centre, London. 

The rally saw the launch of a new global call 

for action to put an end to discrimination 

against children across the globe, ensuring 

that every child’s basic right to go to school 

is realised.

SOCIOLOGY
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH

This term, 27 students from Year 10 and 

11 attended a graduation ceremony 

at The University of Warwick, having 

successfully completed their ‘Brilliant 

Club’ academic project.  

The Brilliant Club is an organisation which 

aims to enable more young people to attend 

top universities.  Over a six-week period, 

Heartlands students were taught by an 

academic tutor in a specific area of expertise.  

They completed a challenging assignment 

at the end of the project, designed to give 

them an insight into the independent study 

required at University level.  

This year’s topics have varied from Research 

into Cancer Treatment, Aircraft Safety and 

Philosophy.  Students have shown real 

enthusiasm and maturity in their approach 

to the project and we hope that the visit 

to Warwick University will inspire and 

encourage them to aim high in the future”

BRILLIANT CLUB

BUSINESS & ENTERPRISE
This term sees some exciting events 

happening within the Business Enterprise 

Department. 

Over the past few weeks students in 

Year 10 have been attending some work 

experience events during our SEARCH DAY 

program. This allowed them to research 

about their potential careers but also to 

practice conducting Mock interviews to 

prepare them for the real world. 

Also during this event, the Year 10’s were 

given a challenge to come up with a new 

unique idea that would solve an issue 

in school. They then had to present this 

idea to the whole cohort in an assembly 

Dragons’ Den style event at the end of the 

day: If the idea was feasible and met a need 

I decided to invest in the business idea. 

While there were many great ideas 

including “Rent a ball” or “Social Room”, it 

was Jadon Anderson’s group that received 

my investment. They decided to print and 

create their own badges/ t-shirts for sale 

within school. These would be created for 

specialised events such as Year 11 leavers. 

I would like to congratulate them on their 

win, and I look forward to seeing what this 

business model does from here.

Heartlands Apprentice

This half-term sees the beginning of the 

second Heartlands Apprentice. Last year 

Rahul Ashra won this event which has 

allowed him to develop his entrepreneurial 

skills and organise events throughout the 

school year. 

This year however, 10 candidates will be 

selected to take part in 5 challenges over 

5 weeks from Year 10. This will run up 

to Christmas where one student will win 

the grand prize of £200. This competition 

runs similar to the tv show with Lord 

Sugar, where students are given tasks and 

compete against each other to be crowned 

the overall winner.

This event will be launched on the 20th 

of October and the first task will begin in 

early November.

Speak out Challenge

This year I am delighted to announce 

that we are once again taking part in the 

Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge. This 

is a public speaking competition that 

students within schools across London 

compete against each other.  The grand 

prize is £3000 for the winner who will be 

determined at the grand final in central 

London in June. However in December of 

this year, we will be holding our school 

finals. This will allow students to receive 

training on what makes a good Public 

Speaker. Following this training event, 

two students will be selected to represent 

the school in the Borough Final. If we are 

successful then we have a chance of going 

to the grand finale to win the grand prize. 

Last year, Ben Jones, represented 

Heartlands and won the Haringey Borough 

Final. He was then selected to be in the 

grand finale at the Piccadilly Theatre in 

June.  Unfortunately Ben did not win the 

competition on this occasion. I am looking 

forward to December to see how the Year 

10’s will do and we then await the Borough 

final in January. 

Just a reminder that our stationary shop is 

open daily in the library where a number of 

items below are sold at reasonable prices:

Item Price

Sharpener £0.20

Eraser £0.25

Ruler £0.50

Heartlands Pen £0.50

Blue Pen £0.15

Pencil Case £1

Pencil £0.10

Heartlands Pencil £0.20

Maths Set £1

Every year at Heartlands, we look forward 

to celebrating Black History Month. This 

year the theme was around “strength”. 

We held an assembly in which we looked 

at the life of Bob Marley; a famous and 

influential black Musician who used music 

to show important morals and messages. 

We learnt about his political messages 

and that peaceful protest can lead to 

change. We ended the assembly with a 

performance of one of Bob Marley’s most 

popular songs “One Love” by the Year 9 

Pathways, class 9X.  Tila Lawton, Year 9.

Other exciting Black History Month events 

included; a BHM poetry slam.  There was 

a great turnout to listen to some inspiring 

poetry from our pupils, the main winners 

were Jasmine Appiah-Gyebi and Nikkta 

Francis, with Jasmine voted the overall 

winner.  Well done to all those that took part 

and we look forward to this event being a 

regular feature over the coming years.   

There was a pupil cook-off that saw 

Reece Ellis taking the winners medal for 

his delicious carrot cake, followed by by 

Ali Usta and Mehmet Gigil. On a recent 

trip to Tate Britain, some selected Year 

7s were asked to show works that they 

felt inspired them around BHM.  The 

pupils made special mention of the work 

of Olaudah Equiano, an African Writer, 

whose experiences as a slave prompted 

him to become involved in the British 

Abolition Movement. 

Heartlands High School are proud to 

showcase Black History Month events, 

especially the work of our pupils.  Our main 

feature is our BHM display which celebrates 

the diversity and traditions of black and 

caribbean culture. A special thanks to all 

staff and pupils who took apart.

STAFF

We were joined by large numbers of new 

staff this year. There are now over 70 

teachers and 70 members of support staff 

within the school. 

We welcome Mrs Emmerson as our new 

Deputy Headteacher in charge of Standards 

and Achievement. She has already made an 

important impact.

Ms Sarumi is moving to a school closer to 

home to spend more time with her family. 

We thank her for her work. Miss Gibson 

will be heading up Scorpiuz until the end 

ofthe academic year.

50 NEW TEACHING & SUPPORT STAFF EMPLOYED THIS YEAR
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AQUILA CYGNUS

The year 2013-2014 has meant a lot to many 

students at Heartlands.  For some they are 

approaching the end of their time with us and for 

others this amazing journey is just beginning. 

Students in Aquila had many individual success 

stories to tell over the course of last year. We 

asked a few of our students to share their stories 

with us. 

Last week, Lee Sashwell attended 

the Local Intervention Fire Education 

(LIFE) course at Tottenham Fire 

Station. LIFE is an intensive five-day 

course which offers young people 

the opportunity to learn new skills 

and build on existing ones.

The course is based on the role of 

the firefighter and Lee took part in 

a range of activities from learning 

how to use a ladder, casualty rescue 

techniques, wearing breathing 

apparatus and first aid. In addition 

to this, Lee learnt about fire safety, 

prevention, consequences and 

healthy living.

The course ended in a pass-

out parade where Lee and the 

other young people were able to 

demonstrate the skills they had 

learned during the week to their 

families and teachers. Lee did a 

spectacular job and was commended 

for his excellent attitude throughout 

the course. Well done Lee - you did 

Aquila and the whole school proud!

ANDREAS 
ACHIEVES! 
Top quality Cygnian Andreas Gerasimou 

is flying high with the highest number 

of merits in the school.  Only 10 weeks 

into the year, he has already amassed a 

whopping 572!

“I wanted to start the year in a really 

positive way, so I decided to really go for 

merits,” Andreas said. “Last year I got 600 

merits, which I didn’t think was enough,” 

he added.

Andreas went about tackling his ambition 

in lessons - “I’ve been putting my hand 

up and contributing to every lesson” - as 

well as stepping up his Citizenship duties. 

He’s a regular worker in the Library and 

hands in completed volunteer cards on a 

regular basis. 

He has also worked out which staff 

members are the best at handing out 

rewards. “Miss Davenport always gives you 

an extra merit if she thinks you’ve done 

exceptional work,” he said. 

Andreas admits that he had some 

difficulties in Year 8 and had to think 

about his attitude to school. “I just feel a 

lot more comfortable and confident now,” 

he said, adding: “I enjoy my lessons a lot 

more and I make sure that I keep focused 

on positive thoughts.”

“Light-bulb moment”

Assistant Head of House Mr Barrow said 

of Andreas: “It’s an absolute delight when 

one sees a student suddenly turn it around 

and start to enjoy school, so it is brilliant 

that Andreas is achieving so much, so soon 

in the year. I think he’s had a ‘light bulb 

moment’! I know that his new Form Tutor, 

Miss Johnson, has been very encouraging 

but really, this is down to Andreas 

reflecting, making a positive decision, 

and then fully acting upon it. He’s a great 

example to others. A few more like him, 

and we’ll fly to the top of the merit race!”

What do Andreas’ family think of his 

success? “I haven’t told them yet!” Andreas 

replies. “I was going to see if there was a 

certificate, but I think I might wait for this 

article to come out so that I can surprise 

them with it!”MERITS TABLE
Name Form Merit Total

Gerasimou, Andreas CJN 437

Kurt, Haci CMY 434

Mebrate, Natnael CMY 375

McFarlane ,Reianne Rene CWN 226

Abdelfattah, Asmaa CMR 220

Bailey, Chennel CJL 213

Smirnova, Maria CDE 200

Micaj, Ervis CMR 193

Bolikango, Godiva CSE 190

Allouche, Nadir CJN 189

Salega, Wiktoria CMR 187

Magoba, Michelle CJN 186

Gradica ,Aneta CJN 184

Tejan-Thomas, Hashiru CMY 182

Abdelfattah, Mariem CJN 175

Butler, Kate CWN 172

Ahmad, Jamsher CJL 171

MERITS TABLE

Name Year Form Merit 
Total

Anderson Jadon Year 10 AAA 341

Shallo Fatma Year 8 AAA 263

Konadu Zariel Year 7 ACO 261

Hassan-Sudman Kaif Year 11 ABR 248

Abdilahi Omar Fatma Year 9 AST 243

Akinyemi Mayowa Year 11 AHS 242

Shahbaz Komal Year 9 ABR 236

Anderson Rochelle Year 10 ACO 234

Naushen Ishrat Year 7 AKO 229

Nunez Sanchez Erik Year 7 AST 221

Yazgun Gulse Year 9 AMG 216

Bradley Zoe Year 8 ACO 214

Shahzad Mohammad Year 10 AHS 205

Keklicekpinari Musa Year 9 ATL 197

Grant-Cole Hannah Year 10 AKO 196

Morgan James Ross Year 11 AAA 195

Ali Tahmin Year 9 AMA 192

Pipi Honour Year 7 AMA 192

Keklicekpinari Seher Year 11 AST 191

Singh Sarabjot Year 10 ABI 191

Akinyemi Olubusayo Year 7 AMG 188
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PEGASUS

Student Office Leaders 

A huge well done to 

all the Year 8 students 

who have so far had 

a day assisting the 

Office staff here at Heartlands. This is a 

fantastic way for our students to contribute 

to our school community and learn some 

key skills along the way. We look forward 

to the rest of the Pegasus Year 8 students 

taking part in this great opportunity. 

Usman Adams (PSA) was the inaugural 

Student Office Leader and was extremely 

proud to be so, Usman said ‘ It was a good 

experience to help other people, which 

made me feel good inside’   

(Usman Adams PSA) 

New Pegasus Staff 

We would like to welcome our new Pegasus 

teaching staff, to get to know them we 

asked them four quick questions. 

Mr Whent PWE

1. Favourite book: Chris Ryan: Bravo 

Two Zero

2. Weird Fact: I used to compete for 

GB in Judo and I am a born and bred 

Essex boy!

3. I love being in Pegasus because….. it 

has the best teachers and students 

and has a great community spirit.

4. PWE is the best tutor group because 

they have an inspirational leader (no 

not you Mr Levis) and every day we 

laugh at each other. 

Mr Williams PLD

1. Favourite Book: Eric Hobsbawm’s 

Bandits

2. Weird Fact:  I have broken both ankles 

- one playing rugby, the other playing 

football

3. I love Pegasus because…. yellow brings 

out my eyes

4. PLD is the best tutor group 

because…….. We’re brilliant at DEAR

Ms Sheehan PKA

1. Favourite book? Anne Frank- The Diary 

of a Young Girl 

2. Weird fact about yourself? I can lift 

double my weight 140kg PB

3. I love Pegasus because…… the PE team 

all are a part of Pegasus, and PE is a 

top subject! And we are the merit race 

holders!   

4. PKA is the best because…. we stick 

together and work hard to receive so 

many merits and awards. 

Mr Kahn 

1. My favourite book is The Day of the 

Jackal by Frederick Forsyth

2. When I wake up in the morning I drink 

a cup of warm water!

3. I love Pegasus because the students 

are always thriving to succeed and are 

constantly competing to become the 

best.  We have an excellent team of 

talented and hardworking staff. Our 

house colours are great, the yellow 

represents happiness, optimism, 

enlightenment and creativity and 

these words describe us! 

4. My tutor group are very helpful 

they are always volunteering to 

facilitate the running of tutor time. 

All the members of the tutor group 

are cooperative, polite and support 

each other and earn lots of merits. 

I feel really welcomed by them and 

I am really looking forward to the 

time ahead. 

Top 10 Merit winners 

Congratulations to our top ten students in 

terms of merits. With Pegasus winning the 

merit race last year it is important we strive 

to complete the illusive back to back titles. 

With individual performances like this and 

all the house pushing for merits we are 

confident this can be achieved. 

Kelsee Rayner (PMD)

Rayner Kelsee 227

Antwi Michael 164

Raciborska Nikola 160

Williams Jelani 150

Ergonul Ugur 148

Sapla Codie 147

Blake-Maragh Indya 146

Sapla Jazzmine 141

Frater Leona 137

Oz Huseyin 136

Top form groups so far

Each week a prize is given to the top 

performing tutor group in Pegasus, here is 

an update of the top five forms to date

Form Average merits per pupil

PMD 105

PSA 95

PVU 89

PKH 83

PJS.PKA 79

MERITSGet to know Lacerta 

House...Interview 

with Mr Brierley 

and Ms Chappell by 

Ossama Chaib

Describe your behaviour when you were 

at school.

BY: Cheeky and sometimes naughty but 

never crossed the line too badly...

CL: Absolutely hated school, unmotivated 

and disengaged - hence why I decided to 

teach, in order to change that for you!

What were your intentions for the future 

when you were at school?

BY: To be an Army Officer. I wanted to go to 

Welbeck Officer College but changed my 

mind when interviewed.

CL: I wanted to be an Artist, that or work 

with animals.

Favourite subject at school?

BY: PE, History and Biology

CL: Art, Biology and D&T 

Least favourite subject at school?

BY: errrmmmm...German and RE (I don’t 

think we do them at Heartlands!!)

CL: Physics, PE and Maths

First job?

BY: Washing dishes at The Bankes Hotel. 

£2.50 an hour at 13 years old was a lot of 

money!

CL: Cleaning toilets and Making beds at The 

Farringford Hotel, Lord Tennyson’s house - 

Also for £2.50 an hour, and yes, it was loads 

of money!!!

Funniest moment at school?

BY: Apparently the look on my face as I was 

fell backwards after swinging on my chair 

and anticipated banging my head on the 

table behind. My mates cried with laughter, 

and still do when we retell that story,

CL: Hard Question, I think probably the 

Year 8 Talent show at my middle school, my 

friends and I all dressed up as the spice girls 

and, thinking we were amazing, danced 

and mimed to a song. Maybe not so funny 

at the time but hilarious now!

What made you want to be a teacher?

BY: A couple of inspiring teachers! Realising 

I could have a positive impact on lives just 

like a few teachers had on me. 

CL: Really not enjoying my own academic 

experience and feeling a passion to change 

that for others. Even if I can be the change 

for only one student, that makes it all 

worthwhile! (Hopefully I inspire a lot more 

than that though!)

Proudest moment in life?

BY: Everyday when I teach you all at 

Heartlands!

CL: I’m greedy and have two! The day my 

little boy was born, and everyday ever since 

(he is the best!) As well as my wedding day, 

a hugely proud moment becoming a Mrs!

Interesting fact about you?

BY: I met Luis Suarez and Usain Bolt in one 

night.

CL: I can’t say the word ‘gone’ properly!

What piece of advice would you give 

yourself when at school.

BY: Don’t coast. I was in the top set for 

everything and should have achieved even 

more. Instead I was too relaxed and then 

found it especially difficult to change my 

routine and attitude for A-Levels.

CL: To have motivated myself sooner, and 

to have realised that I am the one in control 

of my learning and future, instead of 

expecting others to find it for me.

LACERTA 
TUTOR GROUP 
CHALLANGE

Tutor Group Average merit points 

per student

LBU 140

LCB 92

LDB 127

LGG 105

LHN 143

LKE 106

LME 141

LSN 97

LTA 94

LTS 96

OUR STARS OF 
TERM!
Each of these students collected the most 

amount of merit points in that week.

Well done to you!!

Student Tutor 

Group

Week

Faith Ako LME 07.09.14

David Lubkowski LCB 14.09.14

Londjana Gashi LHN 21.09.14

Enxhi Hoxha LGG 29.09.14

Leon Henry LME 06.10.14

Dontaye Leslie-

Small

LME 13.10.14

Barkot Ali LME 29.10.14

Jayden Ahmet LSN 03.11.14

Yasmyn Tucker LTA 10.11.14
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ASD PROVISION

We have had an outstanding beginning 

to the new school year in the Autism 

Provision. New students have settled into 

their routines and are developing positive 

relationships with the support of their 

older peers. 

We have had trips to the Colourscape 

sensory tents, National History Museum 

and the ‘Art of Brick’ Lego exhibition. Here 

are some of the things we have been up to 

in school...

Healthy Living

This first half-term, Class 3 are completing 

a unit on Healthy Living. Students have 

chosen healthy snacks every morning 

in our Tuck Shop (we have cut down on 

custard cream biscuits!). In addition, 

they have been looking at food groups, 

cooking healthier and more balanced 

recipes. Homemade scones, pizzas and fruit 

frisbees are some of the healthy meals that 

students have prepared. 

Black History Month

As part of their learning during Black 

History Month, students have learnt 

African songs, dances and created Artwork 

influenced by African pattern designs. 

Science 

Students in Class 2 have been learning 

about plant growth by planting and 

looking after their own seeds. Keown has 

remembered to water the plants every day. 

English

Students in Class 1 have been studying The 

Iron Man; they have looked at descriptive 

language including similes and applied their 

understanding of the characters to create 

their own top trumps cards. 

We are collecting ‘Let’s Grow’ Vouchers 

from Morrisons to enable us to purchase 

equipment such as tools, clothing and 

seeds for KS4 Horticulture sessions. If you 

shop in Morrisons, please can you collect 

vouchers and send them into school 

where they can be placed in a collection 

box in Reception. 

Many thanks!

Scorpiuz house 

are very sad 

to see the 

departure of 

Ms Sarumi at 

Christmas and 

wish her all 

the best in her 

future. For the 

remainder of 

the academic year, Ms Gibson will take 

over as Acting Head of House. 

Ivona Macejova, year 10, had the 

opportunity to interview Ms Gibson. 

Are you excited to be the Acting HOH 

for Scorpiuz? 

GN: Yes, I’m thrilled to be given such a 

challenging and rewarding role with- in 

Heartlands and I’m really excited to make 

my own mark on the house. 

What made you want to do the role? 

GN: I’ve been teaching at Heartlands for 

4.5 years now and my main role has been 

as Second In Charge of Maths but I’m 

really passionate about the pastoral side of 

teaching and think that this is my strength! 

I’m keen to see all our pupils develop into 

responsible, mature and well rounded 

individuals that leave Heartlands with a 

good education and a direction in life. 

What is your aim for 2014-2015 school 

year? 

To win the Merit Race and Interhouse 

competition! Come on Scorpiuz! 

BEYOND WORDS 
READING STARS

Scorpiuz fun fact! 

Did you know that…. 

Ms Tillotson is Scorpiuz House’s longest 

serving tutor and STN is the longest serving 

form group? Miss Tillotson has been a 

fantastic part of Scorpiuz for 4.5 years, we 

thank you Miss! 

Scorpiuz are really proud of Michael 

Culley (SSL) after he became one of the 

first pupils in Heartlands to read over 

1,000,000 words! 1,240,804 words to be 

precise! This is a fabulous achievement 

for Michael in becoming an Accelerated 

Reading Word Millionaire and we hope to 

see other Scorpiuz pupils joining him in 

the near future. Form tutor Miss Style 

said of Michael: “I’m very proud of him, 

he leads by example and thoroughly 

deserves this recognition.” 

Well done to SKN for an impressive 94% 

of pupils “opting in” and participating in 

Beyond Word quizzes; actively pushing 

to improve their literacy. We hope to 

see all our form groups get to 100% by 

Christmas.

 

Scorpiuz % quizzed

SAT 58

SBT 72

SCV 74

SKN 94

SMI 74

SMS 86

SSL 84

SSW 79

STN 74

STO 58

MERITS STARS 
OF THE TERM!
 

Name Form Merit Total

Sophie Walls SKN 468

Michael Culley SSL 449

Shyeim Lawrence STN 369

Lilia Amara SSL 357

Jenny Guo SKN 357

Fernando Isaza 
Ocampo

SBT 353

Hasan Al-Faruk SKN 334

Berkay Guler SKN 311

Elif Ugurlu STO 302

Berfin Duran SMI 226

SCHOOL NURSE

The School Nurse is available 
for ALL students. You can 
speak or discuss any of the 
following issues:

CONFIDENTIAL ADVICE AND GUIDANCE GIVEN 

Weight 

Diet

Medical Conditions 

 – asthma 

 – allergies 

No Appointment 
Required – just turn 
up and knock on 
the door

Wednesdays 
12.30-14.00

N4:2

Adolescent /

Teenage Concerns 

Sexual Health 

Tiredness  

Emotions 



Year Day Date Event

Year 7 Monday – Friday 8th – 12th December Internal Assessments

Monday - Friday 15th – 19th December Internal Assessments

Year 8 Monday – Friday 8th – 12th December Internal Assessments

Monday – Friday 15th – 19th December Internal Assessments

Tuesday 9th December Year 8 Parents’ Evening

Year 9 Monday – Friday 8th – 12th December Internal Assessments

Monday - Friday 15th – 19th December Internal Assessments

Year 10 Monday –Friday 8th – 12th December Internal Assessments

Monday – Friday 15th – 19th December Internal Assessments

Tuesday 2nd December DTP vaccination for all Year 10 students

Wednesday 3rd December DTP vaccination for all Year 10 students

Year 11 Monday – Friday 8th – 12th December Mock exams

Monday – Friday 15th – 19th December Mock exams

All Years Monday 10th November 6pm: PTA Meeting at Heartlands, RM S4.4

Tuesday 11th November Staff INSET: school closed, no students in school

Tuesday 18th November SEARCH DAY 5

Friday 21st November AFA Day – Parent/Tutor appointments: Students come into school 
in full school uniform at a specified time for their parent to have 
an individual meeting with their Tutor.

Monday 24th November Attendance & Punctuality week

Monday 24th November Reading tests this week

Tuesday 25th November Staff Training from 3.30pm.  No after school clubs.

Thursday 4th December SEARCH DAY 6

Friday 5th December Staff INSET Day: school closed, no students in school.

Thursday 11th December SEARCH DAY 7

Monday 15th December 6.30-7.30pm: Christmas concert for all parents in the Main Hall. 
Tickets will go on sale shortly.

Friday 19th December End of Term: half Day, students dismissed at 12.30pm

Monday – Friday 22nd December – 2nd 
January 2015

Christmas holidays (school closed).
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