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Dear Parent/Carer,  

I hope my message finds you and your family well. 

 

At St Edmund’s we continue to closely follow the advice and guidance issued to us by Public Health England, 

and in light of the fact that schools and educational settings are remaining open for the time being – we 

will be continuing to operate as usual for our young people. Meanwhile, our staff and students will 

prepare for the move to online teaching and learning resources.  

We recognise that the situation continues to evolve rapidly and are asking all staff and students to ensure 

that they have tested their ability to work or study remotely. Should you have any concerns about being 

able to access remote learning in case schools are told to close in the days, weeks or months ahead – 

please email your child’s Head of Year. 

We want to draw attention to some important changes - any older people or vulnerable adults who fall into 

the following categories – over 70, pregnant, or with a pre-existing health condition – should remain at 

home in line with Government advice to commence social distancing and shield more vulnerable people.  

I have put together the following FAQs which I hope you will find useful. 

What should I do if my child develops coronavirus symptoms? 

In the first instance, please check the latest guidance from the Public Health England: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-

vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-

and-vulnerable-adults 

I ask that if your child is advised to self-isolate, please let the Academy know as soon as possible. Public 

Health England also advise that we continue to regularly wash our hands or use hand sanitiser, particularly 

after travelling on public transport. 

Stay at home if you have coronavirus symptoms 

Stay at home if you have either: 

● a high temperature – you feel hot to touch on your chest or back 

● a new, continuous cough – this means you’ve started coughing repeatedly 

Do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital.   

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
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You do not need to contact 111 to tell them you are staying at home.   

Testing for coronavirus is not needed if you are staying at home. 

How long should my child stay at home? 

If you are a pupil at our Academy and have symptoms, stay at home for 14 days. 

If you live with someone who is 70 or over, has a long-term condition, is pregnant or has a weakened 

immune system, try to find somewhere else for them to stay for 14 days. 

If you have to stay at home together, try to keep away from each other as much as possible. 

Read the NHS advice about staying at home: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-advice/ 

Urgent advice 

Use the NHS 111 online coronavirus service if: 

● you feel you cannot cope with your symptoms at home 

● your condition gets worse 

● your symptoms do not get better after 7 days 

Only call 111 if you cannot get help online. 

What action should I take if my child has a suppressed immune system or significant underlying 

medical conditions?   

If your child has a significant medical condition, and after having consulted the NHS 111 website or GP you 

wish for them to stay at home as a precaution, please notify the Academy. 

What happens if my child falls ill whilst at the Academy? 

The Academy will follow their existing procedures for contacting the parent of an unwell child. Should this 

be for COVID-19 related symptoms, the unwell child should only return to the Academy once fully recovered 

and after 14 days. Please refer to  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-advice/ 

How is the Academy supporting my child if they are worried about the virus? 

Please let us know if your child is feeling particularly anxious or is worried about themselves or their family. 

We are well set up through our pastoral systems to provide reassurance and a listening ear. We are also 

speaking to our pupils about the facts surrounding the virus as better understanding tends to reduce 

anxiety. All students have received tutor time discussions and activities to increase their knowledge and 

understanding on this topic.  

I would recommend the following link that answers many questions that our younger pupils may have in 

relation to the virus:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51861089]  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-advice/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-advice/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51861089
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What other measures is the Academy taking to protect my child? 

We would be grateful if you could support this effort at home by emphasising the importance of washing 

hands properly, catching coughs and sneezes and disposing of used tissues. We are also limiting non-

essential visitors to St. Edmund’s and physical contact including shaking hands. For information, our 

cleaning team is carrying out additional cleaning around the site each evening. 

Can I visit the Academy? 

As a precaution, we are restricting visits to the Academy and would prefer meetings and communication 

to be over the phone or via email. 

Will the Academy close? 

Along with all other schools and academies in the country, we would close our academy if directed to do 

so by the government. At present, this is currently under review; however, we will of course keep in close 

contact with parents as we receive any updates. 

What would happen to my child’s education if the Academy is temporarily closed? 

If the Academy is asked to close by the government, our staff will be working remotely and will remain in 

close contact with pupils. Year 10, 11 and 13 students will still be receiving timetabled lessons, which 

will be delivered through the Google Classroom systems and Classcharts.  All students must ensure they 

know their password and can access this work whilst working remotely from home.  All students have 

been shown how to use google classroom so that they are able to access all resources and therefore they 

still have the opportunity to learn and succeed. In addition, year 11 and 13 will be equipped with self-

study resources and exam specific exercises to help them prepare for public examinations. 

Years 7 – 9 students will have a combination of online resources and will still be set clear tasks that relate 

to both the schemes of work they’ve been following in class, and the knowledge organisers they have grown 

used to using.   

It is vital that you let your child’s Head of Year know if you do not have access to the internet at home 

so that we can make alternative arrangements for you. If your child has internet access but needs 

technical support (e.g. password reset) please contact its@stedmunds.org 

What about upcoming exams? 

We continue to work closely with Ofqual, exam boards, other regulators and the Department for Education 

who are planning for a range of scenarios, as the public would expect. Our overriding priorities are 

fairness to students this summer and keeping disruption to a minimum. 

Exams start in May, with some BTEC examinations taking place currently. We will issue updated advice if 

necessary. 

Whilst health is our highest priority, please encourage all our young people to stay focused on 

achieving their ambitions and dreams. This is what they truly deserve. 

 

What is happening with planned visits and scheduled sports fixtures? 
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Unfortunately, we have to postpone all parents’ evenings, school educational visits, sporting fixtures and 

all other activities that will take children and staff outside of the Academy, in line with government 

recommendations. We are looking to postpone rather than cancel, as we hope that the enriching 

experiences of these trips will still be possible at a later date. 

How will the Academy communicate updates or changes in plans to families? 

We will continue to update families and any urgent messages will also be posted on the website. If you 

have any further questions please view the below link: 

http://www.sfscmac.co.uk/coronavirus-information/ 

How can I access support for my child with special educational needs? 

Mrs Webster, St Edmund’s SENCO will be available via email with any questions, concerns and remote 

support: swebster@stedmunds.org if there are any other concerns, please email me at 

mhazeldine@stedmunds.org. For Safeguarding concerns please use our website safeguarding tab or call the 

Wolverhampton Multi-Agency Support Hub 555392.   

I would like to take this opportunity to reassure you that we are working hard to ensure the safety and 

wellbeing of all our pupils and staff. We also have a plan in place so that our pupils can continue to benefit 

from the best possible education no matter what the circumstances. 

Please can all parents contact the Academy should your child be absent from school.  This will allow the 

school to accurately record absence information and ensure safeguarding procedures are followed.  

Please note that children who are absent should not be in public places unless necessary. 

Please refer to our website for useful links and further guidance and do not hesitate to contact us.  In the 

meantime, I would like to thank you wholeheartedly for your support of St Edmund’s Catholic Academy. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs M Hazeldine - Principal 

 

 

http://www.sfscmac.co.uk/coronavirus-information/

