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Dear Student, 

 

I imagine at the moment that many of you are feeling very shocked at the abrupt end to your time 

at St Edmunds and also at the news that you will not be taking any external examinations.  

 

Be reassured that we will not let this unprecedented situation stop you from succeeding in your 

future ambitions.  We have had a number of emails from year 11 and 13 students and so I have 

set out below some guidance that I hope will help you navigate through the next few weeks.  

 

 

Guidance for Year 11 and Year 13 students 

 

Did exams need to be cancelled? 

From Friday 20 March, all educational settings are closed to everyone except the children of 

critical workers and vulnerable children. 

The coronavirus outbreak is expected to continue having a significant impact on the education 

system, and the country, for months to come. Therefore exams have been cancelled now to give 

pupils, parents, and teachers certainty, and enable schools and colleges to focus on supporting 

vulnerable children and the children of key workers. 

What will happen to those who have already done some non-exam 

assessment? 

The calculated grade process will take into account a range of evidence including, for example, 

non-exam assessment and mock results, and the approach will be standardised between schools 

and colleges. Ofqual is working urgently with the exam boards to set out proposals for how this 

process will work and will be talking to teachers’ representatives before finalising an approach, to 

ensure that the approach taken is as fair as possible. 

Should I email my tutors to ask them what grade they will give me in their 

subject? 
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No. They will not be able to answer this question.  We know that simply using predicted grades 

would not be fair to all students. The calculated grade will take into account teachers’ assessment 

of the likely grade as well as other factors such as prior attainment, so students’ final grades will 

not necessarily reflect their predicted grades. You will find out your grades in the same way you 

would in every other year, when you open your envelope on results day.  

Will schools be using mock exam results as a barometer for results – and is 

this fair on students as they did not know at the time these would be used as 

their final mark? 

Mock exam results will be one of the pieces of evidence that will be taken into account in this 

process, alongside other factors. Ofqual will ensure schools are provided with clear guidance on 

how to do this fairly and robustly. 

What if I am unhappy with my grade? 

We will work closely with Ofqual and awarding organisations to ensure candidates are awarded 

a fair grade that recognises the work they have put in. If a student does not believe the correct 

process has been followed in their case they will be able to appeal on that basis. In addition, if 

they do not feel their calculated grade reflects their performance, they will have the opportunity to 

sit an exam, as soon as is reasonably possible after schools and colleges open again. Students 

will also have the option to sit their exams in summer 2021. 

Will there be an opportunity to take exams this year if a student is unhappy 

with their grade? 

We recognise that some students may feel disappointed that they have not been able to sit their 

exams. If they do not feel their calculated grade reflects their performance, they will have the 

opportunity to sit an exam, as soon as is reasonably possible after schools and colleges open 

again. Students will also have the option to sit their exams in summer 2021. 

Exam boards will not be issuing papers for this summer’s GCSE, AS and A levels so there will 

not be the opportunity to sit them in any subject. 

What about vocational and technical qualifications? 

No exams will be taking place in schools and colleges this summer. 
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There is a very wide range of different vocational and technical qualifications as well as other 

academic qualifications for which students were expecting to sit exams this summer. These are 

offered by a large number of awarding organisations, and have differing assessment approaches 

– in many cases students will already have completed modules or non-exam assessment which 

could provide evidence to award a grade. We are encouraging these organisations to show the 

maximum possible flexibility and pragmatism to ensure students are not disadvantaged. Ofqual 

is working urgently with the sector to explore options and we will work with them to provide more 

details shortly. 

What if I started my coursework but it is not finished? 

Exam boards will provide advice on this to schools and colleges as soon as possible. All 

completed internal assessments for BTEC courses will contribute to your final grade. To ensure 

your teachers can aid you to get the best grade possible it is advised that all outstanding 

coursework is completed and sent to your teacher within the deadlines set to ensure it can be 

assessed. This will allow further evidence to award you the most accurate grade. In the meantime, 

for non BTEC coursework contact your teacher for advice on any unfinished written coursework. 

If your teacher feels it will assist your final grade then you may be asked to continue with this for 

the time being. You have plenty of time on your hands. Put it to good use.  

Should I still be doing revision work /on-line lessons set by my teachers? 

No. You will not be required to log-in for on-line lessons going forward. I have asked the curriculum 

leaders for each subject to write a checklist of what they feel would be the best use of your time 

at the moment. If you are in year 11, you have the opportunity to prepare for A level study. It is a 

time to develop your independent learning skills. Our Head of Sixth Form will also be in touch with 

specific study guidance. If you are in year 13, the universities will have reading lists for your 

chosen subjects that you can ask for. As more information comes out, we will share this with you. 

Remember, if you are over 16, fit and well , this is your time to volunteer your services to your 

community. Check out your local authority and charity websites.  What better message could you 

send to future educators or employers as to the values you hold?    

Guidance for Year 13 students  

Will universities/colleges/sixth forms accept these calculated grades? 

The calculated grades awarded will be formal grades, with the same status as grades awarded 

in any other year. University representatives have already confirmed that they expect universities 
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to be flexible and do all they can to support students and ensure they can progress to higher 

education. 

What will young people with university offers do? 

The grades awarded to students will have equal validity to the grades awarded in other years and 

should be treated in this way by universities, colleges and employers. There is no reason for the 

usual admissions cycle to be disrupted. 

Do universities need to start making unconditional offers / should I accept an 

unconditional offer now that exams are cancelled? 

The grades awarded to students will have equal validity to the grades awarded in other years and 

should be treated in this way by universities, colleges and employers. 

There is no reason for the usual admissions cycle to be disrupted. Universities should not begin 

making new unconditional offers and applicants should feel no pressure to accept such offers, as 

they will be awarded a formal calculated grade for each exam they would have taken. 

If I already have an unconditional offer, does that remain? 

Yes, an unconditional offer means you have already met the entry requirements, so the place is 

yours if you want it. 

If I take the exam option, will I still be able to go to university this year? 

Students who do not feel their calculated grade reflects their performance, will have the 

opportunity to sit an exam, as soon as is reasonably possible after the beginning of the academic 

year.While it cannot be guaranteed in every circumstance, Universities UK has assured us that 

the majority of universities will show the utmost flexibility to ensure that such students who take 

this option are able to begin their course with a delayed start time.If a student is in this 

circumstance, they should speak to the university from which they have an offer after receiving 

their calculated grade 

 

On behalf of all of the staff at St Edmund’s, we are very sad to not be able to see you 

through to your exams. Please know we are all thinking about you and will organise proper 

“farewell” events when it is safe to do so.  
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Keep in touch with Mr Selvey (Year 11) or Ms Toor (Sixth Form) as they will be able to 

support you over the coming months. Remember to keep following the government advice 

about social distancing at all times. This is not the time for parties and celebrations; that 

will come later. 

Take care of yourselves and your families. I will keep you all in my prayers. God Bless. 

Maggie Hazeldine 

Principal 


