
The Women's Social and Political Union (WSPU) 
Lincoln's Inn House, 

Kingsway 
W.C. 

 
Dear Mrs Pankhurst, 
  
I am writing to you to talk about replacing Henry Asquith as Prime Minister and also 
about how I see the Suffragettes in a different way to Henry Herbert Asquith. 
 
From 1909, And other members of the parliament, became more frustrated and 
annoyed with your actions and those of the other members of the WSPU. As the 
members of parliament and I have discussed, we think that militancy could not be 
tolerated! For instance, when the Suffragettes bombed the postboxes and the MPs 
unfinished holiday house, in my opinion this wasn’t necessary to do because there 
were more reasonable things to do than blowing up postboxes and blowing up 
houses! 
 
In my opinion force feeding was necessary because all of the suffragettes (including 
yourself) went on hunger strike. If we let that happen it would result in the blood 
being on our hands and we couldn't afford that loss, being blamed for something we 
didn't do. The government thought to deal with the problem of hunger striking 
suffragettes they would introduce the 1913 Prisoners (Temporary Discharge for 
Health) Act, commonly known as the Cat and Mouse Act, it didn't really work 
because the women didn’t come back to prison, they had to chase them to get it back. 
  
This Act, as you know, allowed for the early release of prisoners who were so 

weakened by hunger striking that they were at risk of death.  They were to be recalled 

to prison once their health was recovered, where the process would begin again. This 

seemed necessary because if we didn’t do something about this we would have been 

blamed, this allowed the government to claim that any harm (or even death) which 

resulted from the starvation was entirely the fault of the suffragettes. 

 

World War 1 changed my viewpoint about women because, it proved that women 

were able to do things, this, in my opinion changed all the minds about women's 

suffrage. Women were a big help in the Great War, because of all the things you and 

other women did like make weaponry, previously positions had been filled by men, 

but were now dominated by nearly 200, 000 women. At the end of World War 1 it 

was clear that women would get the vote. Democracy was spreading all across the 



world, enfranchisement was being fast adopted by colonies such as New Zealand 

(1893), Canada (1918) and Australia (1902). It would have been humiliating for 

Britain, if we stopped our own people from receiving the vote. The government was 

worried about militant action restarting. 

My overall opinion on the suffragettes is that you should have thought about your 

actions before you did them as they weren’t necessary, they had an impact on 

yourself and the society. However the women did achieve the vote by the push of 

other countries because it made Britain look like they went fair so this lead to you 

getting part of the vote. 

 

Your Sincerely 
David Lloyd George 


