
Summer Newsletter 2018 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

A warm welcome goes to our new student, Aaron and his family, who joined us half way 
through last term. He has settled into our class and making great progress already. We also 
welcome Angela Elliot-Hague who has joined our staff team every Wednesday to Friday. 

Quick reminder: PE / swimming continues to be on every Tuesday. We are encouraging the 
students to bring in their PE / swimming kits in every Tuesday and send them home to be 
washed and bring back the following week. Previously, some students have left PE kits in 
school for a few weeks at a time. Now that they are growing teenagers, we are advocating a 
weekly wash approach!  

Congratulations to our speech and language therapist who got married over the Easter 
holidays. Emily Martin is now Emily Searle on any reports you will see. We don’t have a new 
therapist!  

The topic for this term is ‘Home and Away.’ As much as I would enjoy linking this to a trip to 
Australia to research the popular soap, I have decided to translate the topic, quite simply, to 
‘Where?’ Our students often struggle with being able to respond to questions, so we will be 
thinking about places that are relevant to their everyday lives; where they live, addresses, 
where they shop, favourite locations, etc… This links wonderfully with developing their 
knowledge and understanding of the world around them during World Cup season, looking at 
‘where’ countries are on a map.  

Prepositions are words that state where things are, such as ‘in,’ ‘on,’ ‘next to,’ ‘behind’ and ‘in 
front of’ also link to this topic. Their use of these in British Sign Language (placement) will be 
developed as well as their ability to translate these concepts into written and Spoken English 
for some.  

We look forward to keeping you up to date as to ‘where’ we go throughout the term. We will 
continue to get them out and about in the community on a Monday and practise generalising 
the skills they are learning in smiLE therapy every week. They are all growing in confidence 
so much when communicating with others in the community and becoming more confident 
communicators.  

If you have any concerns, questions or would like to discuss anything with me, please do not 
hesitate to contact me by phone using the school number or email me on 
m.tyreman@percyhedley.org.uk  

Best wishes 

Mairead Tyreman  

Teacher of the Deaf 


