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MATHS (COMPULSORY) 

 
CURRICULUM TEAM 
LEADER: 

Mrs E Hutchinson 
 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION Mathematics is a core subject of the National Curriculum and is therefore 
studied by all students.   
 

WHAT ARE THE AIMS OF 
THE COURSE? 

 To use and apply mathematical knowledge, understanding and skills 
both in real life and purely mathematical situations. 

 To study investigational and practical mathematics allowing co-
operative and independent work by the student. 

 To provide the educational experience which enables further study of 
mathematics. 
 

WHAT AREAS OF STUDY 
ARE COVERED? 

 Number 
 Algebra 
 Shape, Space and Measures 
 Handling Data 

 
HOW WILL I BE 
ASSESSED? 

Teachers will monitor progress using assessments at the end of each 
Term. There will be an examination at the end of Year 10 and a Pre-
Public examination in November and February of Year 11. 
 

WHEN DO THE EXAMS 
TAKE PLACE AND WHAT 
FORM DO THEY TAKE? 

The examination will take place in June of Year 11.  There will be three 
papers; two calculator papers and one non-calculator paper.   
There is no controlled assessment for GCSE mathematics 
 

WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP 
ME ACHIEVE GOOD 
RESULTS IN THIS 
SUBJECT? 

 Regular revision of topics studied in preparation for assessments will 
help good progress. 

 Purchase of the appropriate revision guide and workbook will help. 
 Complete written homework or PIXL maths app homework to a good 

standard every week.  
 

SPECIAL INFORMATION 
ABOUT THIS COURSE: 

Students require the following equipment: 
 Ruler 
 Scientific calculator with a fraction button 
 Protractor 
 Pair of compasses 
 

POSSIBLE CAREERS Almost all jobs and careers require you to have maths GCSE but there 
are also many careers in which you would make a lot of use of your 
mathematics. These include business management, psychology, 
banking, ICT, engineering and medicine, to name just a few. You will also 
find that you will need a 5-9 grade for entry to most university courses. 
 

APTITUDES NEEDED A willingness to persevere with an activity when you feel unsure of your 
ability is essential. You will be expected to cope with not knowing and to 
use problem solving and reasoning skills to work out the answers to 
problems. You need to be prepared to work and think hard (but the buzz 
you get when things suddenly fall into place is worth waiting for!). 

 


