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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES  
French & Spanish 

 
CURRICULUM TEAM LEADER: Mr N Piper 

 
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION In our rapidly changing world, with its global economy, it is now more 

vital than ever that young people are able to communicate in a 
modern foreign language.  
 
For September 2020, the MFL Faculty is offering GCSE courses in 
French and Spanish. 
 

WHAT ARE THE AIMS OF THE 
COURSE? 

This is a highly academic and demanding course which aims to 
develop students’ competence and confidence in understanding and 
using the foreign language to communicate effectively, while 
providing intellectual stimulation and challenge. 
 

WHAT AREAS OF STUDY ARE 
COVERED? 

During the course, students will study the following three broad 
“themes”: 
 

• Identity and culture  
• Local, national, international and global areas of interest 
• Current and future study and employment 

 
Within these themes, a number of sub-topics will be covered, 
including: 
 
 Marriage/partnership 
 Technology in everyday life 
 Social media  
 Mobile technology 
 Global issues  
 The environment 
 Poverty/homelessness 
 Travel and tourism 
 Education post-16 
 Career choices and ambitions 

 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? The course will be assessed by terminal examinations in the May / 

June of Year 11. Students will be assessed in four skills (Listening, 
Reading, Writing and Speaking), which are each worth 25% of the 
final grade. They will be entered for either Foundation or Higher Tier 
papers. It is important that students are aware that to access the 
higher grades, they will need to produce lengthy written and spoken 
responses largely from memory, as well as demonstrating the 
ability to apply a range of complex grammatical structures.   They 
should also be prepared to invest considerable time and effort in 
learning and retaining vocabulary lists for each topic area. 
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POSSIBLE CAREERS 
 

Every possible job you can think of can be done better if the person 
in that line of work has developed language skills! 
From a receptionist in an office block who welcomes foreign clients 
to a train manager who needs to help foreign tourists. From a sales 
person who needs to wine and dine a potential customer to a police 
officer who needs to give some directions to a foreign driver. From a 
soldier who needs to communicate with foreign soldiers on a joint 
exercise to…. The list is endless. 
Some language learners may end up as translators, interpreters or, 
dare I say, teachers, but the majority don’t! Most do the job they are 
trained to do whether it be an accountant or a zoo- keeper, they just 
do it better because they are able to do it using their language skills. 
 

APTITUDES NEEDED 
 

An open mind, a willingness to “have a go” and an understanding 
that fluency in a language is not the most important thing: it’s all 
about communication! 

 
Please see your French or Spanish teacher if you are uncertain whether GCSE French or Spanish 
would be a suitable course to follow. 

 


