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HISTORY 

 
CURRICULUM TEAM 
LEADER: 
 

Mrs A Mossman 
 

EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION This course is a varied and interesting one, covering four different topics. 
 

WHAT ARE THE AIMS OF 
THE COURSE? 

 To study past societies in depth as well as understanding broad 
changes in history over many centuries. 

 To be able to organise historical knowledge and describe, explain 
and analyse important features and events. 

 To be able to use historical evidence and interpret events. 
 To investigate topics yourself. 

 
WHAT AREAS OF STUDY 
ARE COVERED? 

 The American Wild West – the life of Native American Indians, 
cowboys and the wars over the Great Plains. 

 Crime and Punishment in Britain – from medieval times up to the 
present day. Topics include witchcraft in Tudor times, highwaymen 
and policing the Jack the Ripper murders. 

 Early Elizabethan England – including topics such as the Spanish 
Armada, Mary Queen of Scots and the voyages of discovery 

 Modern USA – Black Civil Rights, anti-communism and the Vietnam 
War 
 

HOW WILL I BE 
ASSESSED? 

By regular investigations, practice questions, projects and tests. 

WHEN DO THE EXAMS 
TAKE PLACE AND WHAT 
FORM DO THEY TAKE? 
 

The exams will be at the end of Year 11. There are three exam papers. 
 
 

WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP 
ME ACHIEVE GOOD 
RESULTS IN THIS 
SUBJECT? 

 Watch out for TV programmes about History topics we study 
 Do some extra reading about the topic areas 
 Finally, make sure you revise thoroughly, regularly reading through 

your classwork to learn it 
 

SPECIAL INFORMATION 
ABOUT THIS COURSE: 

Everyone is entered for the same GCSE examination paper for which all 
grades are available. 
 

POSSIBLE CAREERS History focuses on analytical skills and therefore is ideal preparation for a 
number of careers such as business, law, accountancy, management, 
economics, psychology, politics and many more. Leading universities and 
colleges such as Cambridge, highly respect history as an academic 
subject and emphasise its value in their prospectuses. 
 

APTITUDES NEEDED History students need to be committed to success and excited by the 
pursuit of knowledge. 
Are you willing to work towards becoming a self-monitoring learner, 
deeply engaged in the process of reflecting, self-reviewing, evaluating 
and adjusting learning strategies? 
 

 


