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GENERAL INFORMATION Geography presents the important issues facing our amazing world in 
fabulous detail and addresses the crucial need to understand the ever 
changing nature of earth, as it is today. Providing the knowledge of how 
our planet could change in the future based upon the important 
decisions we are faced with; explaining the interesting and essential 
relationship between man and the many different, unique living 
environments. 
 

WHAT ARE THE AIMS OF 
THE COURSE? 

 To enhance your understanding of so many incredible places and 
unique environments from all over the globe. 

 Developing your knowledge of human activity and especially how it 
has important consequences for our world. 

 Gaining an insight into the need for careful and sustainable 
development, by encouraging countries to co-operate. 
 

WHAT AREAS OF STUDY 
ARE COVERED? 

 Urban issues and challenges looks at the key issues facing large 
towns and cities today, in the short and long term, at a time when 
developments in sustainable living, migration and shanty towns are 
key to future planning decisions. 

 The Challenge of natural hazards highlights the incredible forces 
of the earth such as the violence of earthquakes, volcanoes and 
tsunamis as well as the incredible power unleashed by a super 
volcano and extreme weather hazards. 

 The Living World focusing on the teaching ecosystems, tropical 
rainforests and hot deserts. Ecosystems exist at a range of scales 
and involve the interaction between living and non-living 
components. Tropical rainforests have distinctive environmental 
characteristics, deforestation has economic and environmental 
impacts that need careful management. Hot desert ecosystems can 
create economic opportunities and challenges with their distinctive 
characteristics. 

 Physical landscapes in the UK will be focusing on the teaching of 
rivers and coasts. 
Rivers addresses the need to fully understand the increasing value 
being placed upon a reliable source of clean water across the globe, 
issues such as flooding and hazard planning as well as flood 
defence strategies balanced against planned developments. Coasts 
teaches the closely interlinked relationship between man and the 
seas and oceans, providing an insight into the processes and 
landscapes formed where the land and the sea meet.  

 The Changing economic world includes the changes to the UK 
economy in recent years. With a focus upon environmental impact 
and future planning. We shall also teach students about the global 
development gap, offering an insight into the serious challenges and 
problems facing richer and poorer countries in the world. Helping to 
improve life in poor countries through aid provision, opening the 
markets of the world and making trade fair for all nations and finding 
solutions for the debt crisis facing millions across the globe. 
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 The Challenge of resource management involves the study of 
human processes and systems, how they change both spatially and 
temporarily. Focusing upon the essential elements of human 
development such as food, water and energy. This topic includes 
various management strategies available. 

  
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?  3 exam papers: one human, one physical and one skills focused 

and related to fieldwork 
 1 fieldwork opportunity with a human and physical element 

 
WHEN DO THE EXAMS 
TAKE PLACE AND WHAT 
FORM DO THEY TAKE? 

Summer of Year 11 
Candidates take one human paper, one physical paper and a skills 
paper 
 

WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP 
ME ACHIEVE GOOD 
RESULTS IN THIS 
SUBJECT? 

Enjoy learning about the world around you and grasp the opportunity to 
develop: communication skills, graphical and cartographical skills, 
technological skills, including ICT and GIS, interpersonal skills through 
debate and discussion, literacy and numeracy, problem solving skills 
and entrepreneurial skills and awareness of career possibilities. 
 

POSSIBLE CAREERS As a result of the broad spectrum of skills you gain while studying 
geography there is a wide range of career options available to you 
which could include: 
Economic developer, location analyst, eco-tourism advisor, media 
researcher, cartographer, GIS specialist, remote sensing analyst, 
planner, estate agent, social worker, air-worker, diplomat, charity co-
ordinator, flood prevention officer, weather presenter, hydrologist, 
coastal manager, conservation officer, pollution analyst, forestry ranger 
and estate manager. 
 

APTITUDES NEEDED You will need good communication skills in both speaking and writing. 
You need to be able to work independently and as part of a team. A 
conscientious and hard-working attitude will help with problem-solving 
and decision-making. The new GCSE has increased the emphasis on 
interpreting maps and graphs so you will be putting your maths and 
science skills to good use. 
 

 


