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ENGLISH LANGUAGE and ENGLISH LITERATURE 
(COMPULSORY) 

 
CURRICULUM TEAM 
LEADER: 
 

Miss Lisa Martin  

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 

GENERAL INFORMATION All students will study English Language and English Literature GCSE, giving them 
two GCSE qualifications by the end of year 11.  

WHAT ARE THE AIMS OF 
THE COURSE? 

 To increase your proficiency in all aspects of English, particularly reading, writing 
and oracy skills  

 To read a variety of texts and respond to them creatively and sensitively 
 To work in groups and learn to give your opinion and contribute your ideas 
 To develop your writing for different purposes and audiences 

OUR AIMS  To foster a love of learning 
 To deliver an exciting and vibrant curriculum 
 To tantalise students’ excitement and energy for English 
 

SUBJECT CONTENT Students will draw upon a range of texts as reading stimulus and engage with 
creative as well as real and relevant contexts.  Students will have opportunities to 
develop higher-order reading and critical thinking skills that encourage genuine 
enquiry into different topics and themes. 
 
For GCSE English Language students should: 
 Read fluently, and with good understanding, a wide range of texts from the 19th, 

20th and 21st centuries, including literature and literacy non-fiction as well as other 
writing such as reviews and journalism 

 Read and evaluate both fiction and non-fiction texts critically and make 
comparisons between text 

 Analyse a writers choices, including language and structural choices  
 Summarise and synthesise information or ideas from texts 
 Use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their own writing 
 Write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately 
 Use grammar correctly and punctuate and spell accurately 
For GCSE English Literature students will study high-quality, challenging texts from 
the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries. Students should:   
 Consider writers purposes, ideas and influences in creating texts  
 Consider the social, historical and political contexts to texts studied  
 Engage critically with the written word in order to form independent and insightful 

interpretations of texts and writers meanings 
 Use grammar correctly and punctuate and spell accurately 
 Acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding 

of grammatical terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading 
POSSIBLE CAREERS Media-related careers, publishing, law, marketing, advertising, theatre-related 

careers, teaching, careers including communication skills generally.  
English qualifications are very important for entry to all courses in Higher Education 
and to employers. 

APTITUDES NEEDED An interest in reading and writing. Clear expression on paper and orally. Good 
listening skills. 
Willingness to contribute to discussions and to develop arguments. Ability to keep to 
deadlines. 
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Please note:  
Although students are not allowed to take copies of text into the exam, it is advised that students purchase copies of set texts for study at home in preparation for the 
exams. Texts will be available from school at a discounted price, but you may also purchase your own copies. We will provide students with their own copies of the 
poetry anthology. For the 2019 – 2021 cohort, key set texts are likely to be.  
EITHER An Inspector Calls (JB Priestly) OR The Lord of the Flies (William Golding). Please check with Miss Martin or your child’s English teacher before 
purchasing texts.   
Macbeth (William Shakespeare) 
Dr. Jekyll and Mr Hyde (Robert Louis Stevenson) 


