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GENERAL 
INFORMATION 

 
Art & Design is an important aspect on all our lives. It influences our 
surroundings at home, our environment, the products that we buy, wear and 
use, and can lead to careers and occupations in many different areas. From 
Gallery Curator to Engineer, to Architects and fashion Designers. Industries 
linked to Art and Design are the second highest employers in the UK at 80%.
The study of Art & Design at GCSE is essential for those who wish to take 
A levels, or equivalent in Photography, Textiles, Art & Design or Fashion 
Post 16. This is an exciting course which aims to foster an independent and 
creative approach to Art, Craft and Design. We use a broad and exciting 
range of media and materials. 
 

WHAT ARE THE AIMS 
OF THE COURSE? 

 The Art & Design Unendorsed course is suitable for students of all 
abilities. It enables those who have shown ability and commitment in the 
subject, to have the opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and 
understanding further and achieve to a high standard at GCSE. 

 It offers students who have the creativity and enthusiasm for creative 
work, the opportunity to pursue their interest to qualification standard. 

 Students have the opportunity to develop skills in researching, 
developing and exploring ideas and responding personally to a given 
theme alongside developing their technical skills. 

 Students will work to develop techniques and understanding of a wide 
variety of materials and equipment, including 2D and 3D materials. 

 The new GCSE specification requires students to explore and 
experiment with new media and to go on to develop an in depth, 
extended unit of work in response to the four assessment objectives. 
This is supported with a smaller unit of work, which can be in response 
to a gallery visit or trip or another theme, again responding to the four 
assessment objectives. This constitutes 60% of the course. This is 
secured with a controlled assessment, unit 2, worth 40% of the marks, 
with the final response piece completed under exam conditions.  

 
WHAT AREAS OF 
STUDY ARE COVERED? 

The course begins with focusing on the key skills and the Formal Elements 
of Art. Drawing underpins the course and work will be completed in 
workshop style sessions, where new materials and media are explored and 
new ideas and skills are formed and enhanced. The course is designed to 
encourage students to develop their ability to observe, select and interpret 
ideas with imagination, feeling and understanding. It is a very practically 
based course, which includes working in two and three dimensions. Under 
the new specification, there is also a strong element of writing to be included. 
This will take the form of how and why artists have worked in a particular 
way. Visits to national art galleries, such as the Tate Modern are a vital part 
of the course and will be used to enrich the work done in class. We 
encourage students to be independent, expressive and creative in their 
work. As well as the formal elements the course aims to cover techniques 
in paint, print, ceramics, wire, and collage.  
 

  



Achieve | Belong | Participate 

HOW WILL I BE 
ASSESSED? 

 Unit 1: Portfolio of work including an extended project and a 
response project 60% 

 Unit 2: Externally set controlled assessment 40% 
Throughout the course students will be assessed regularly across four 
assessment objectives each worth 25% of your overall mark: 

AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical 
understanding of sources. 
AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with 
appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes. 
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work 
progresses. 
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions 
and demonstrates understanding of visual language. 
At the end of unit 1 the portfolio is looked at holistically to generate the 
students Coursework grade 

 
WHEN DO THE EXAMS 
TAKE PLACE AND 
WHAT FORM DO THEY 
TAKE? 

Unit 2: Externally set controlled assessment is issued at the beginning of the 
January term of YR11. Students will have approximately 12-13 weeks of 
timetabled lessons to complete the preparation work. They will then spend 
the equivalent of 10 hours completing their personal response in 
examination conditions. 
 

WHAT CAN I DO TO 
HELP ME ACHIEVE 
GOOD RESULTS IN THIS 
SUBJECT? 

There is no differentiation between homework and classwork. All work is 
coursework and will be submitted in your portfolio for both unit 1 and 2. 
Deadlines must be met and improvements to work must be completed within 
the given time frame. 
An A1 folio is useful to store work and can be purchased from the 
department along with art packs containing all of the equipment they will 
need to get them started. These will be put together at the beginning of Year 
10 and be on sale in the department. 
 

SPECIAL INFORMATION 
ABOUT THIS COURSE: 

Students are most welcome to use the specialist facilities in the 
department by arrangement, to catch up, improve and develop work. 
Twilight sessions will be on offer throughout the course at specific times to 
allow students to maximise their potential. 
 

POSSIBLE CAREERS The creative industries in the UK are considered amongst the best in the 
world. Your ability to be imaginative and original will serve you well in the 
following careers where art and design is a good starting qualification. 
Architect, set designer, graphic designer, gallery curator, film director, 
sculptor, media arts correspondent, artist in residence, art therapist, 
fashion designer, advertising consultant, costume designer, teacher, 
museum education officer, fine artist, community art worker, art critic, 
ceramicist, textile artist, occupational therapist, illustrator, film animator, 
picture editor, jewellery designer, mural artist, and many more just look in 
the job sections of the newspapers under creative and media. 
 

APTITUDES NEEDED It is essential that you have a keen interest in art and design. You will have 
to be prepared to complete a minimum of 1-2 hours homework every 
week. You will need to be organised and at times work independently. You 
must be prepared to take risks and work outside your comfort zone in 
order to progress. You should also be able to evaluate your own work and 
the work of others, learning from achievements and mistakes. 
 

 


