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Congratulations to Millie Monteiro and Andrew Power who are our new Head Girl and Head 
Boy and to Zaira Cordero and Matthew Caddick who are our new Deputies.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I had the pleasure of interviewing some amazing students who put themselves forward for these roles.  
The quality of their responses and the passion with which they spoke about their school, their 
education and their futures and what they wanted to achieve for all students at Court Fields School 
was impressive.  We have also recruited new Year 11 Prefects who will receive their special tie on 
their first day back. 
 
New Term, New Times 
Year 7 and Year 11 students start back on Tuesday 4th September 2018.  Year 8, 9, 10 start back 
on Wednesday 5th September 2018.  Below are the new timings of the school day from September 
2018: 

FROM TO  

8.00 am 8.35 am Canteen open for Breakfast 

8.35 am  Warning Bell 

8.40 am 8.45 am Registration (Register closes at 9.30 am) 

8.45 am 9.10 am Tutorial 

9.10 am 10.10 am Period 1 

10.10 am 11.10 am Period 2 

11.10 am 11.30 am Break (Warning Bell at 11.25 am) 

11.30 am 12.30 pm Period 3 

12.30 am 1.30 pm Period 4 

1.30 am 2.15 pm Lunch (Warning Bell at 2.10 pm) 

2.15 am 3.15 pm Period 5 

3.15 pm  End of School 

 
  



 
 

We are also going to reduce the number of bells we live by at Court Fields in September.  Many 
schools have no bells, which has had very positive outcomes.  The rationale is to reduce the 
congestion in corridors and on stairs (which some of our students, especially the younger ones, have 
raised with us as a concern) and to improve the endings of our lessons (no waiting for the bell and as 
soon as it does students start to pack up) as well as enjoying quieter and calmer movement around 
the school between lessons.  So we are only going to have a warning bell for the start of the day, end 
of break and end of lunch to indicate to students and staff that they need to be moving to their next 
classroom.  There will be no bells between lessons.  Teachers will dismiss students at the appropriate 
time so that they can go to their next lesson. 
 
New Tutor Groups in September 
You should have all received a letter informing you of who your child’s tutor is in September.  Please 
tell them and which room they will be in.  We are looking forward to welcoming our new students in 
Year 7 who had a fantastic couple of days with us in July to induct them to Court Fields. 
 

 
MY ED   www.myedschoolapp.com  
 
Please can we ask you to download this app onto your phones so that 
we can provide you with key information about your child in a way that is so 
easily accessible to you whilst you are at home, at work, on the move – 
wherever and whenever you want it.  This app will enable you to see your 
child’s attendance, achievements, letters, calendar and any relevant 
information on your phone.  Having that knowledge is a powerful tool in 
working with us to ensure that your child thrives and is successful.   
 
We need all parents to pay particular attention to attendance.  All parents and students 
should know what their attendance is each week and strive to keep it above 95%.  We will be 
working tirelessly with students and their parents who fall below this figure to improve their 
attendance as we know that if attendance is less than this so the chances of the student 
achieving well at GCSE start to diminish and we don’t want for anyone.  Can I remind parents to 
contact us every day that your child is not in school and make every effort to get them to 
school letting us know if there is anything we can do to support this.  Distraction can be a great 
form of medicine! 

 
New Mission Statement, New Vision and New Values 
We have all been working hard on what we want for Court Fields School over the next 3-5 years.  
Students, parents, teachers and Governors have all put their ideas forward to arrive at these new 
statements that will direct everything that we do at Court Fields with the intention that every one of us 
works to these values and shares in this vision for our school.  We have built these statements 
together and will strive to demonstrate this vision and values together in our daily work to make our 
school truly exceptional. 
 
Our Mission:  At CFS we create a safe and happy learning environment where every student can 
succeed. Our holistic approach to education enables our young people to embrace life’s challenges 
and aspire to forge their own bright futures. 
 
Our Vision: We have the highest aspirations for our students and aim for the best academic 
outcomes for every child.  We are relentless in driving up standards of achievement, ensuring that 
every child has the skills and opportunities to achieve their academic and personal best.  Students 
and parents are proud of their school and work in partnership with staff to secure their child’s potential. 
 
Our Values:  

• Integrity – doing what is morally right, honest and truthful 

• Respect – treating people and property with care and consideration 

• Kindness – helping, supporting and caring for others 

http://www.myedschoolapp.com/


 
 

• Resilience – not giving up, finding a solution, coping with difficulty, keep trying 

• Responsibility – taking control of your actions and behaviour 

Our Aim for Every Student:   

 Safeguarded 

 Positive Progress 8 

 Achieve English and Maths targets 

 High quality learning every lesson 

 Good attendance (over 95%) 

 Good behaviour (Bronze +) 

 Participation in a rich programme of extra-curricular and enrichment opportunities 

 Successful transition into post-16 education, employment or training 
 
Through our Peer Parliament students have been working hard to articulate how they want all students 
at Court Fields to conduct themselves both in and out of lessons.  All students have received 
assemblies regarding this and know what is expected of them.  Please do go through these with your 
child to make sure they are intentionally conforming to these expectations so that all students can 
make great progress in lessons and be happy and safe in our school because everyone is abiding by 
our rules and expectations.  Thank you. 
 
Top 10 Around School: 
 

1. Polite language and manners - open doors 

2. Calm and courteous in corridors 

3. Calm and stay left on stairs 

4. Walking and consideration of others in buildings 

5. Litter in bins 

6. Respectful ‘play’ outside 

7. Eating manners in hall/nugget 

8. Appropriate use of mobile phones  

9. Look after school property and our environment 

10. Leave peoples uniform and bags alone 

Top 10 in lessons: 
 

1. Calm and quiet entrance 

2. Listen to your teacher and each other 

3. Have the correct equipment 

4. Follow instructions willingly and straight away 

5. Stay on task throughout the lesson 

6. Don’t distract others 

7. Take your turn – don’t shout out or interrupt others 

8. Give helpful contributions 

9. Keep phones off and out of the way 

10. Tidy up before you leave 



 
 

 
 
Budget Constraints 
Sadly the Government whilst agreeing to the Fair Funding Formulae has not set aside the money to 
give to schools who have historically been under-funded compared to others in the country.  You will 
know that Court Fields and most schools in the South West and certainly in Somerset are being 
starved of adequate funding to deliver the education that all children should have the right to receive.  
The reality therefore is that difficult decisions have to be made in order to balance our budget.  One 
of the casualties of rising costs and inadequate funding is work experience.  Regretfully we are unable 
to offer this in the future, so this year is the last cohort of students who will benefit from this activity.  
There is new guidance and expectations from the Government about what we deliver to students in 
secondary schools in terms of careers called The Gatsby Benchmarks which we are working towards 
achieving by the date set which is 2020.  Do look on our website for any further information regarding 
our careers offer which will be updated in September. 
 
The Importance of Reading 
There is a national focus on reading.  All of you will have read endlessly to your children and listened 
to them read when in Primary School.  Once students come to secondary school this focus seems to 
be lost as we enter the teenage world where reading to others and reading for pleasure seems to 
wane for many – especially boys.  There is so much research that tells us that students who read 
regularly have a greater vocabulary and understanding of text than those who don’t read very much.  
Students do better at GCSE if they are reading at the level of their chronological age.  We know that 
there are many students in schools and in Court Fields who are not reading in line with their 
chronological age and who do not read regularly, so continue to fall further behind.  We need to tackle 
this if students are to be successful in their GCSE’s and indeed in their wider qualifications and the 
world of work.  One strategy that has shown great impact in schools is the DEAR Programme.  This 
stands for Drop Everything And Read.  The principle is to ensure that all students spend at least 20 
minutes a day reading for pleasure.  Educational studies have shown that this has an impact on their 
enjoyment of reading and improves their reading ability noticeably.  We are going to introduce and 
embed this programme at Court Fields from September for Year 7 and Year 8 only.  This means every 
students in Year 7 and 8 must have a reading book / magazine to read every day in their bag.  One 
lesson a day will be their DEAR lesson where they will drop what they are doing and read that 
book/magazine.  So please will parents of Year 7 and 8 check that they have a book/magazine 
every day.  Thank you.  Parents of Year 9, 10, 11 please do encourage your child to read regularly 
and if you have any concerns that your child is not able to read in line with their age please contact 
us so that we may check and put some intervention in place as necessary. 

 
 
 
Governors’ Shield 
Congratulations to Ted Strange who received the Governors’ Year 9 
Shield recently at Presentation Evening.  The evening was a wonderful 
celebration of our students’ achievements.  Ted was awarded the Shield 
in recognition of not only his academic success through his unrelenting 
hard work but for his participation in the full life of the school and his 
exceptionally helpful, kind and resilient character. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Uniform for September 
The usual plea from us to make sure you and your child comply fully with our school uniform 
policy.  If in doubt (please do not believe your child who will try to convince you otherwise and 
persuade you that every child is not complying!) please read our policy which is on our website.  The 
most flouted rule is with skirts, jewellery and make up.  Skirts must be a proper tailored skirts and 
knee length.  Students are at work and therefore skirts are work skirts not fashion ones.   



 
 

Make up must be discreet so that it is not noticeable and students are only allowed to wear one pair 
of stud earrings in the ear lobes (we will not accept clear retainers).  Just to say last year we had 2 
children who spent over 4 weeks in isolation due to non-compliance, which we do not want to have 
to repeat with any child. 
 

Farewells to Staff 
 
Always at the end of an academic year we have a number of staff to say goodbye to and wish them 
all the best for the future.  It is with particular fondness that we wish Mr Latchford (The Legend) a 
happy retirement having given 25 years’ service to Court Fields.  Where will we find another Dame 
for our staff Panto!  Mr Jenkins who has been with us for 15 years is retiring early and Mrs Mayer 
is stepping out of teaching to take up the challenge of her own business after 7 years with us.  Mr 
Walton who has been in and out of Court Fields over a 24 year period is retiring.  Miss Dorey and 
Mrs Haeffner in the English Department and Mrs Stamp from Maths are off to enjoy new jobs along 
with Mrs Payne in MFL, and Mrs Thorpe is looking to head off to the primary sector.  Mr Warrender 
is off to do consultancy work and Mr Lamb is taking up the Headship of Chilton Trinity School in 
Bridgwater.  We have a number of support staff who are also off to new horizons including Mrs 
Bickerton, Mr Woodward, Mrs Pacey, Mr Cowling, Mrs Huggett and Mrs Smith, all of whom will be 
sorely missed and who have given a great amount of their working life to our school. 

 
I would like to thank all parents for your continued support.  I wish you all a fabulous holiday.  The hot 
weather, long term and exams have made us all tired so a good rest is needed.  Enjoy the rest of the 
summer and I look forward to working with you in our next academic year.  We are very excited that 
we have recruited super new teachers who are all thrilled to be coming to work at Court Fields and 
teach your children. 
 
Rachael Bennett 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 
The Greatest Show! 
 

On Friday 29th June, we had a wonderful night celebrating everything that is great about our 
Year 11 students. Our annual prom was an evening of unforgettable highlights where we all 
donned our best outfits and then danced/gambled/sung the night away.  
The arrival to prom is always one of my 
highlights, we saw some spectacular 
entrances in limousines, hummers and even 
a mobility scooter. And there was Travis 
Baker Way, who won the award for ‘most 
unique entrance’ after his car broke down 
and he had to get pushed to the red carpet 
to have his photo taken.  
 
Another of my highlights is seeing all of our 
Year group sat down in the Oake Manor 
dining room, laughing, chatting and eating 
together – the atmosphere this year was particularly great, with so many of them 
complimenting each other and busily chatting away; they clearly loved being reunited after a 
whole 10 days since they left school….!  
 
This year’s awards ceremony created much laughter with Mrs Westwood and Mr Seaton as 

comperes, Mr Williams took on the role of ‘The 
Management’ with his shades and DJ, giving 
out the various awards to the willing recipients. 
After the awards ceremony we played the, now 
infamous prom video, which this year was 
Come Alive from the file The Greatest 
Showman. Mr Latchford was featured as the 
circus ringmaster who gathered all of the 
teachers together at the end of the school day 
to have a dance, juggle and do some ambitious 
acrobatics! Mr Latchford (our very own Greatest 

Showman) is retiring this year after 25 years at Court Fields School, so it seemed a very 
appropriate tribute.  
 
Once the music started, there was no stopping us – the dance floor was packed all night – 
the boys jumped about a lot and the girls did a brilliant version of Beyonce’s Single Ladies 
dance (once their very high shoes had been abandoned into a pile, of course). The less 
energetic of us spent the night at the Casino and tried their luck at Poker, Black Jack and 
Pontoon.  
 
By the end of the night, everyone agreed that all of the time and effort was well worth 
it…Thanks, class of 2018, you did us proud!  

 
 
Mrs Cummins 

 
  



 
 

Court Fields Fete – Friday 13th July 2018 
 
The fantastic weather conditions on Friday 13th July capped off another sensational Fete 
event at the school. Students were actively and energetically involved in a myriad of different 
challenges and experiences. The seasonal ice poles and lollies were a massive success as 
expected and were complimented by the throwing of water balloons. Staff enthusiastically, 
well mostly, volunteered to be drenched by the end, in the name of fun and a good cause.  
Staff and their tutor groups were incredibly creative once again, with stalls offering face 
painting, beat the goalie, a paper plane competition, the ping pong challenge and glitter 
tattoos. A special mention to tutor groups SA4, SA6, TO2, EM1, EM3 and the ladies from the 
kitchen who raised a substantial amount for the Friends of Court Fields School. The fete 
raised a total in excess of £550. 
 
It was also a non-uniform day and £515 was raised for the charity MIND. 
 
Mr Williams 
 
 

Activities Week 
 

 

Activities week at Court Fields is always an action 
packed and varied event with Year 8 and 9 
students able to choose from a wide range of 
different activities. This year paint balling, multi 
sports and a big trip to Thorpe Park have all 
proved very popular. Indeed, 90 students set off 
at 7.15am to Thorpe Park for the day on Friday, a 
strong finish to end the week. Smaller activities - 
just as enjoyable - were quickly oversubscribed, 
the Court Fields Bake Off was very popular, as 
were our two theatre trips and mountain biking. 
We really have activities for everyone, 
photography to fishing, gardening to hiking, board 

games to Paignton Zoo, water parks and theme parks. Thank you very much to all the Court 
Fields staff involved, especially the ladies in the finance office. All staff involved have made 
it possible for our students to get out and experience so many different activities, there really 
is something for everyone!  
 
Mrs Thorpe 
  



 
 

 

Singing Festival 
 
On the 10th July, Court Fields hosted the annual Wellington Singing Festival. Children from 
our feeder primary schools joined together with Court Fields School Choir to present a concert 
that included individual items from each school. The highlight was the massed choir of over 
200 who came together to sing “Be The Change and Sing!” Congratulations to all involved. 
 
Mrs Chidgey 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
July Bingo 
 
A fun evening for all was enjoyed at the termly Friends of Court Fields bingo night.  Our 
summer bingo was a “sizzling BBQ” one with BBQ meat prizes and strawberry cream 
teams.  We also had a themed raffle with tea, coffee, 
squash and homemade cake for refreshments.  It was 
lovely to see so many students, parents and families 
there.  We raised just over £200 for the school.  Look 
out for the next bingo night in the Autumn Term. 
 
 
Miss Poole 

  



 
 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
 
 

This July has seen 47 intrepid Year 9 and 10 students trekking across the Quantocks on their 
bronze and silver practice expeditions.  The weather was very hot and members of staff 
walked with the groups providing training and support.  We camped at Moorhouse Farm 
Campsite in Holford where we found students from The Castle School on bronze assessment.  
Mr Williams went for a walk at 4am, but the first Year 9s didn’t surface until half past five.  
The silver group had hoped for a bit more sleep, but everyone had set off by 8am.  The boys’ 
group detoured up over the Quantocks on their way home and the group of all girls also 
decided to walk a little further than necessary.  Despite this all groups finished on time.  The 
silver group tackled some very overgrown footpaths and made a new path through a wheat 
field.  They showed great navigation skills, good camp craft and a fantastic P.M.A! 
 
Mrs Thorpe 
  



 
 

 
 

 

College Life 
 

 
On Tuesday the 3rd and Wednesday the 4th of July 
35 students from Years 9 and 10 have been treated 
to a taste of college life. The two-day program 
organised by Bridgwater and Taunton College had a 
wide range of 18 subjects that students could choose 
to study, from Automative Engineering to Travel and 
Tourism.  There was also a comprehensive set of 
physical activities to choose from - which ranged 
from Boxercise to Yoga, so definitely something to 
suit everyone.  All students thoroughly enjoyed the 

experience and all felt it helped them be more confident about making choices for their post 
16 career paths.  
 
Miss Murphy 
 
 

 
 
Work Experience 
 
From the 16th to the 20th of July, Year 10 undertook their work experience. Students were in 
a variety of work placements that ranged from high rope adventures all the way through to 
hairdressing and banking, with many more.  Students were given a range of roles and 
responsibilities and where possible were treated as employees for the week.  Libby Rowland 
who visited Companion Care said - ‘I would recommend this place and work experience in 
general’. Brionny Perry Jones at Toni and Guy said ‘This has made it more difficult for me to 
decide on what to do in the future, as I have really enjoyed my time here more than I thought 
I would’ and finally Jacob Ware at GLL Vivary Adventure Centre commented it was ‘a great 

placement - everyone here is really nice and it’s 
fun’. This was an invaluable, enrichment 
experience for all concerned which they will all 
benefit from in their own future career paths and 
choices. 
 
Miss Murphy 
 
 
 
  



 
 

   
ASTRONOMY DAY 
 
On Friday 22nd June 2018 Court Fields School welcomed some Year 4 students from Rockwell 
Green, West Buckland, Sampford Arundel, St. John’s Primary, Wellesley Park, Langford 
Budville and Oake, Bradford & Nynehead Primary Schools.  The day had an astronomy theme 
and included students making moon landers, modelling the universe and exploring 
constellations.   
 
 Miss Rawlinson 
 

     
      

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
The Play That Goes Wrong 
 

On the 18th July, Year 8 and 9 students took a trip to Bristol to see The Play That Goes 
Wrong.  While waiting to go to the theatre we were welcomed on board The Matthew, the 
famous ship that John Cabot sailed across the ocean in.  Students were able to see how the 
sailors sailed and lived while on the voyage and it was a pleasant surprise to hear about our 
local history.  We then went to see the main event; well, we were told it would be funny but 
that was an understatement, the show was a laugh a minute and as a drama teacher, myself 
and the drama students could all relate to those moments where a play goes wrong!  The 
students said 'I didn't stop laughing from start to finish.'  Everyone had a great time with lots 
of laughs and when we returned the bus driver commented how Court Fields students are 
some of the politest teenagers he has met.  A great day all round! 

 
Mrs Westwood 
 

 

 

  



 
 

PE Newsletter 
 

Fixtures 
The Year 7 and Year 10 Softball teams have proven themselves on the diamond this year.  
Both teams remaining undefeated in all games this summer.  
 
Inter-House 
This term, students have been very busy representing their house and school in a variety of 
sports. The Softball and Rounders inter-house events were very hotly contested. Ruby and 
Topaz could not be separated and finished joint 1st in the Softball with the Rounders honours 
going to Emerald. 
 
Athletics 
Our Year 7 Girls Rounders team, Year 7 Boys and Year 10 Boys athletics teams were 
successful in qualifying for the Somerset School Games County Finals Event.  This is an 
annual event held at Millfield Senior School 
 
The Year 10 boys had some good individual performances and finished 5th overall.  The Year 
7 Boys did exceptionally well and finished 2nd overall with Max Edgecombe winning his Sprint 
events and the relay team also showing a clean pair of heels and winning the 4x100m.  

 

             
 
 
The Year 7 Rounders team won all of their games with some exceptionally strong team work, 
particularly when fielding.  They batted with confidence and avoided any close results.  India 
Davey was our 'Player of the Tournament' due to her excellent consistency in both batting 
and fielding.  The team have grown in confidence over the season and have improved their 
tactical play helping them finish in first place.  Huge congratulations on a well-deserved gold 
medal! 
 

 



 
 

 

Swimming Gala 
Court Fields swimming Gala took place at Wellington Sports Centre at the beginning of the 
summer term.  All swimmers did extremely well and rose to the challenge, showing some 
strong swimming in all Years.  The stand out performer was Max Sawyer in Emerald House, 
managing to break two school records in the Year 7/8 boys 50m freestyle and the Year 7/8 
25m butterfly.  Emerald House also went away with new school records in the 7/8 boys 
freestyle relay and the Year 7/8 mixed freestyle relay.  Topaz have remained undefeated 
since 2014.  This year however, was to be a green year with Emerald taking the win and 
calling time on the dominance shown by Topaz in this event. 
 
 
Sports Day. 
Our annual Sports Day took place on Tuesday 10th July.  The recent dry weather had really 
firmed up the track and made for some really close, exciting and fast racing.  This 
unsurprisingly led to some school records being broken in the following events. 
 
Max Sawyer          Yr 8 Boys 300m                        47.5s 
Evan Greening    Yr 10 Boys 300m                      41.02s 
Sophie Jennings Yr 9 Girls 800m Bike Race    1min 48s 
Sapphire House   Yr 7 4x 100m  Mixed Relay    62.1s 
Charlotte Ayers    Yr 7 Girls Javelin                  17.00m 
 
Congratulations to the following students on being the top performing athlete in their year 
group: 
Year 7  Max Edgcombe  Ella Hartley 
 
Year 8  Aiden Cable   Brooke Aspin 
 
Year 9  William Phipps  Sophie Jennings 
  Jack Eadie 
 
Year 10 Danny Nicholls  Isobel Finucane-Fenn 
  Andrew Power 
 
When all events were finished and the points carefully added up, Emerald were crowned as 
2018 Sports Day Champions with Sapphire finishing a close second.  Well done to everyone 
who took part. 

                
 
 

Overall, a fabulous end to a great sporting year at Court Fields. May I take this opportunity to 
wish you all a restful holiday and the PE staff look forward to seeing you all in September. 
 
Mr Nicholls 



 
 

 
 
 
 

Year 6 Transition Days 
 
On the 3rd and 4th July Year 6 pupils who are joining Court Fields in September arrived for 
an action packed programme.  The first day they took part in a treasure hunt, fun facts, 
followed by a fantastic sports festival led by Mrs Lees and the sports leaders. The second 
morning students arrived bright and early to experience lessons, students were excited to 
see what it would be like in September. The afternoon saw our Year 9s and the DT 
department cooking treats inspired from around the world; students were given Court Fields 
pounds and bought many delicious cakes and treats.  This year we introduced a participation 
fayre, where representatives from our many extra-curricular clubs shared the exciting 
opportunities offered outside the classroom and students signed up for the clubs they would 
like to join in September, one Year 6 was very proud to inform me they had signed up to 7 
different clubs!  The transition days were a huge success and a fantastic opportunity for our 
new students to experience life at Court Fields and we are excited to be seeing them again 
in September. 
 
A massive thank you to all the staff and students who supported these wonderful days. 
 
 
 
Mrs Westwood  
(Head of Year 7 from September) 

 
 
 

Year 6 Welcome Days 
 
We were delighted to welcome 30 of our Year 6 pupils to an additional transition afternoon in 
June.  The students had a behind the scenes tour of the school, met key members of staff 
and made fruit kebabs.  We are really excited to welcome them again in September as Year 
7s. 
 
Mrs Towler-Williams 

 

  



 
 

EVENTS COMING UP 
 
 
 

03.09.18    In-Service Training Day – Staff only 

 

04.09.18    Year 7 & 11 Students Only  

 

05.09.18    All Students return to school 

 

10.09.18    School Photographs – Years 7, 9 & 11 

 

26.09.18    Academic Monitoring Evening 

 

27.09.18    Academic Monitoring Day 


