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Year 11 students are in the midst of their GCSE exams and are exceptional in how they 

are preparing and conducting themselves.  2018 results for most subjects now will be 

graded 9 to 1, with this Class of 2018 being the first cohort of students who have 

been taught the new GCSE syllabi in all but Design and Technology subjects.  I know 

teachers, students and parents are working incredibly hard together to secure the 

best outcomes for every child.  Thank you.   

This year, to support students prepare for the new GCSEs, we have introduced 

terminal exams for each Year group.  Parents, you are a valuable resource to help your 

children revise for these exams.  The most effective way that people retain 

information is by teaching someone else – so do encourage your child to teach you the 

knowledge and concepts that they will be tested on in the following weeks.  You will be 

amazed at what your children know and can do.  

We have been working hard with students, staff and parents regarding our Mission, 

Vision and Values for Court Fields School.  After much consultation and development 

with Peer Parliament and staff we have developed a new Mission Statement, Vision and 

Values which all have contributed to creating. 
 

 

Our Mission 

At CFS we create a safe and happy learning environment where every student 

can succeed. Our holistic approach to education enables our young people to 

aspire to forge their own bright futures and embrace life’s challenges. 

Our Vision 

We have the highest aspirations for our students and aim for the best 

academic outcomes for every child.  We are relentless in driving up standards 

of achievement, ensuring that every child has the skills and opportunities to 

achieve their academic and personal best.  Students and parents are proud of 

their school and work in partnership with staff to secure their child’s 

potential. 



 
 

Our Values 

 

 

At this time of year the focus for the school is recruitment.  Teachers come and go, 

move in and out of areas, seek promotions or head off to enjoy retirement.  We have 

successfully recruited this year, bringing into the school highly qualified and 

motivated teachers from near and far to join our team and deliver a great education 

to your children.  We are looking forward to working with new people who bring new 

ideas and energies to the school, intent on making a difference to young peoples’ 

outcomes and lives.  Many of our students have been involved in the recruitment 

process either showing candidates around their school, interviewing them as part of 

our student panel or being taught by candidates in an interview lesson and then giving 

feedback.  It is always a pleasure to work with students in this capacity – they are so 

perceptive and honest in their views, which is highly valued in the decision making 

process. 

We have also had the great pleasure of recruiting students in Year 10 to become 

Prefects and interviewing students who have put themselves forward for the position 

of Head Boy/Girl and Deputies.  Students have to write a letter of application and 

provide references from teachers to support their applications and then prepare for 

an interview with myself and other members of the Senior Leadership Team.  The 

quality of the candidates never ceases to impress us and it is so wonderful to see 15 

year olds talk so articulately about their vision and values for themselves and our 

school, how they want to make a difference and the ideas that they have to improve 

the school experience for everyone.  Key themes have come out of these interviews, 

which we need to prioritise and work hard to improve, including the mental health of 

young people, more e-safety awareness and training for students, equal opportunities 

and an enhanced rewards system.  I know that we are going to have a great team of 

student leaders again this year as they move forward into Year 11. 

• Integrity – doing what is morally right, honest and 
truthful

• Respect – treating people and property with care 
and consideration

• Kindness – helping, supporting and caring for 
others

• Resilience – not giving up, finding a solution, 
coping with difficulty, keep trying

• Responsibility – taking control of your actions 
and behaviour



 
 

Finally, thank you to those who have given feedback regarding our proposal to 

introduce Year group tutor groups instead of a vertical tutor system which we 

currently have.  We had 7 parents write in with their thoughts and 54 students.  I 

have spoken to many others whilst out and about on duty and asked this as an interview 

question for all our recruitment of student leaders and indeed new teachers.  Current 

teachers’ views have been sought also.  The rationale and benefits of a linear 

structure for tutor time in the mornings is set out in the proposal that all parties have 

had an opportunity to review and which is on our website.  The main concern that has 

been raised is that the opportunity for older and younger students to mix well may be 

lost - so it may be harder for students of different ages to form friendships or help 

and support each other or provide role models.  It is important that students mix well 

and that a deep sense of belonging and community are preserved.  To really support 

this we have reviewed our student leadership structure and will be offering a far 

wider range of student leadership opportunities that enable not only leadership to be 

developed in young people but also that the mix of students across Year groups are 

working with each other in a supportive and compassionate way is actually enhanced 

and developed through specific roles such as peer mentors, learning mentors and peer 

parliament opportunities.  We are also reviewing our extra-curricular and enrichment 

opportunities to ensure that students have plenty of opportunity to mix across Year 

groups in activities such as Choir, Art Club, Chess Club, Bug Club and of course a whole 

range of sporting activities. 

Wishing you all a super half term and I look forward to working with you next half 

term where the focus will be on students working hard to achieve their end of year 

target grades, celebrating student achievement in our Presentation Evening on 

Wednesday 11th July and of course welcoming our new intake of students to Court 

Fields on our Year 6 Welcome Days.  We also have Work Experience and Activities 

Weeks to enjoy along with other wonderful events such as our school picnic and fete.  

A wealth of opportunity and experiences to pack into another busy half term. 

 

Rachael Bennett 

Headteacher 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Millfield Chess 2018 
 

Following 'hot on the heels' of the school's annual chess tournament, which saw 26 

students across all the Year groups competing for prizes, was this year's Millfield Chess 

event, which took place on Sunday 13th May. Six students made the trip to compete 

with students from schools around the county in this, the second round of the 

Nationwide 'Delancey Schools Chess Challenge'. By the end of the day, when each 

had played in six rounds of matches, all of our students had a prize to show for their 

commitment.  

 

Adrian Adamiec returned home with the trophy for the top boy in the U/16 age 

category, as did Lauren Troake for the top girl in the same age category. For Lauren, 

this was her fifth appearance in this competition and her fifth trophy! Each year she 

has come out as the top girl in her age category - a remarkable achievement. 

 

The four remaining students returned home with silver medals for coming second in 

their age categories. They are James Drohan, India Webster, Callum Stojic and Harry 

Troake. At this level of competition, this was no mean achievement and all the students 

are to be congratulated on taking the trouble to enter and take on the challenge of 

chess at County level. 

 

The students were accompanied to the event by Mr Woodward and Mrs Chard, who 

organise and run chess at Court Fields along with Mrs Murphy. 

 

Mr Woodward 

  



 
 

Madagascar Week 2018 

 
Court Fields School had an amazing 

Madagascar Week! Staff, students and 

parents raised over £2,000 in one 

week. During the week we had various 

activities happening each day, including 

sponsored silences, cakes sales, nail 

bar, quizzes, non-uniform day plus lots 

more.  The ‘Madagascar’s Got Talent’ 

show on the Wednesday, was won by 

the fantastic trio of singers, Rebecca 

Watts, Elaine Robinson and Megan 

Leslie and we finished on Friday with 

the annual sponsored walk to the 

monument and back. The students 

carried bricks and planks of wood as this is how the children in Madagascar often have 

to walk each day when they go to school. The children then use the wood and bricks for 

desks and chairs when they get to school.   With the money already raised this year we 

will now be able to pay for a classroom extension on the school which Court Fields has 

already paid for. This will mean that the older students will now be able to go to school 

nearer their homes and not need to walk long distances for their education, or carry 

planks of wood and bricks each day.  Over the past 9 years Court Fields School has 

managed to raise over £20,000! This has paid for three water projects and a primary 

school, which we will be able to build an extra classroom on this year. These projects 

would not have been possible without the time, hard work, compassion and generosity of 

everyone at Court Fields School. We can be truly proud of the differences we have all 

made to the harsh daily lives of the people in these villages in Madagascar.  Our next 

main fundraising event will be a Christmas Craft Fair, which will be held on Saturday 10th 

November, 10.00 am to 4.00 pm.  We are now taking applications from stall holders. 

Already we have had over 100 enquiries!  Please contact the school if you would like any 

information or can offer any help or support for our fundraising. 

Thank you all, past and present staff, students and parents for this fantastic 

achievement.  

 

Mrs Robertson 
 

  



 
 

Skirting Science Event 

 
On Thursday the 12th of April, 20 Year 9 pupils joined 

students from across the local area to take part in a 

‘Skirting Science’ event. The event was aimed at raising the 

profile of women in Science and hoped to encourage 

students to ultimately pursue a career 

in Science.  Students took part in a range of workshops 

from orthotics and prosthetics through to a top secret 

workshop delivered by GCHQ.   

 

 

Miss Rawlinson 

 

 
 

 

 
       

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

PSHE – Alcoholism  

 

 

 
 
 
 

As part of their PSHE and personal development programs, Year 8 were given a thrilling 

performance by the excellent Paul Stevens.  The enrichment morning started with a 

whole Year performance from Paul telling the powerful story of a young person’s drift 

into alcoholism resulting from peer pressure and other factors.  There are clever 

references throughout to current affairs and celebrities to keep the audience 

entertained and as always with Paul, plenty of audience participation. Year 8 then had 

follow-up workshops where they looked more deeply into the reasons why people can 

face issues with alcohol and consequences; as always plenty of good advice and 

information was on hand.  

 

Miss Murphy 

 

FRENCH 
 

 

Year 11 French students have been busy building balloon 

towers to help them revise for their writing exam. Each 

team had 16 balloons and a roll of sellotape. Their task was 

to write key vocabulary or grammatical structures on a 

balloon, have it checked for accuracy before they could add 

it to their construction. It was a fun end to two years of 

hard work preparing for the new GCSE. Harry Radford and 

Ben Howley were the deserved winners and the activity 

proved you are never too old for balloons!  

 

Mrs Payne 

 
  



 
 

 

The Blackdown Challenge 2018 

 
 

Saturday 12th May dawned cool and cloudy, perfect walking conditions after the 

scorching bank holiday the weekend before. The threatened thunderstorms were 

nowhere to be seen and 29 happy Year 7 students set off from Court Fields School 

bright eyed and eager for the challenge. We walked in two groups, the boys and the girls 

and there was much talk of who was going to arrive at the campsite first. But the 

campsite was a long way off and the students began to realise this as they reached the 

top of their first hill (first of three!). We did point out that it was not called a ‘challenge’ 

for nothing and that we would be walking the equivalent of an entire school day of five 

lessons! Spirits remained high in the girls’ group who walked at a steady pace throughout. 

Their canine companions were much appreciated, particularly in the uphill sections. The 

girls were pleased to discover that they were first into camp, the boys’ group having 

had some close encounters with a large group of cows that proved tricky! However, soon 

everyone had arrived, tents were put up and dinners were cooked. One intrepid group 

bought sausages, sweet corn and broccoli from the campsite shop and cooked it all up in 

a frying pan which, to this day, has still not recovered!  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Sunday was another good day despite a very early start of around half five. I was 

impressed at how efficient the students were in getting packed up and in making 

everyone’s packed lunches. We were en route just after 9am. The boys were surprised 

to discover the girls on ‘their’ route, but quickly realised their mistake and headed off 

in the other direction. The weather was perfect, bright and sunny, but not too hot and 

the countryside of the Blackdowns was a joy to discover on foot. The girls were a little 

footsore on the journey home with several breaks for bandaging of feet required. We 

had lunch by the river Culm in a beautiful meadow, yellow with buttercups and then it 



 
 

was up to the beacon before home. By this point there were several students who really 

were finding the walk a challenge, but every single one of them pushed on, determined 

to complete. This time it was the boys who were back at school first having avoided all 

cow adventures on their return journey. 

 

This was a fantastic weekend and I would like to thank firstly all of the students who 

took part for their enthusiasm and cheerful approach to the challenge. It was a pleasure 

to spend the weekend with you. I would also like to thank Mr Cooper, Mrs Wilson and 

Mrs Morgan who supported as parent volunteers and Ms Sanders, Mrs Willson, Mr 

Williams, Mr Jenkins, Mr Alfano and Ms Bennett who staffed the weekend and made it 

possible.  

 

 

 

 
 

Mrs Thorpe 

Outdoor Education Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

Stress Busting Fish Arrive at Court Fields School 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Court Fields School students are delighted to welcome over 50 tropical fish to their 

new home, in the school's Achievement for All base.  

Thanks to the amazing generosity of Maidenhead Aquatics and Andrew Paxton from 

Interpet in Taunton, the students at the school are now enjoying learning about these 

beautiful amphibians and their habitat.  

Students are also benefitting from the therapeutic qualities of the new aquarium. 

Senior Teaching Assistant, John Myers, explained "the new aquarium is fantastic as it 

creates a very calm and soothing atmosphere for learning."  

The Achievement for All base supports over 100 children during the school week with 

extra learning opportunities including outdoor learning, gardening, cooking/life skills, 

and swimming. If you are interested in volunteering in the base, please contact Helen 

Towler-Williams via the school office.  

 

 

Mrs Towler-Williams 

  



 
 

 

Girls Football 
 

 

Some of Court Fields Year 7 and 8 footballers 

attended the Girls Football Festival at Taunton and 

Bridgwater College on Monday 23rd April.  This 

was to celebrate 'Girls Football Week', an FA 

initiative to raise the profile of girls’ 

football.  They had a fantastic day taking part in 

soccercise, football challenges and a 

tournament.  Both Teams played really well and 

were 

unbeaten in their games.  They enjoyed 

meeting Yeovil Town Players and taking part in 

the football skills challenges. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Lees 
 
 



 
 

 

Year 10 Boys Shine on the Diamond 

  
With several fixtures still remaining the Year 10 Softball Team have been dominant on 

the field. Their most recent fixture saw them beat West Somerset College 34 -11, 

with some great hitting during the 3 & 4 innings and an overall dominance in the field. 

The dedication and practice these boys have placed into the extracurricular Softball 

Club this year has paid off. 

 

 

 
 

Picture: Year 10 Boys Softball team against West Somerset College 
 

Back Row: Archie Lang, Harry Nixon, Danny Nicholls, Louie Justice, Zac Monteiro, 

Jonty Ogilvie, Andy Power 

 

Front Row: Sullivan Harlow, Riley Sellick, Sam Poole, Cameron Perry-Jones 

 

 

Mr Seaton 

  



 
 

 

Sports Leaders 
 
 
 

Court Fields Sports Leaders continue to be very busy running Festivals and tournaments 

for our feeder primary schools.  On Friday 11th May we hosted nearly 200 Reception 

children for a Multi Skills Festival where the children took part in throwing, jumping and 

games based activities.  The Sports Leaders were excellent, organising and helping so 

many young children.  We have also hosted the first of three Central Venue League small 

school Rounders Tournaments where leaders have organised and officiated the Rounders 

games.  We have two more tournaments in June as well as the Year 6 Primary 

Festival.  Well done to all of our hard working Sports Leaders.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Mrs Lees 
 
  



 
 

 

PE Round Up 
 

 

Well done to all those involved in sporting activities this term. 

 

 

 

 

 

Athletics 
 

Well done to all those who represented Court Fields at the recent area trials. Special 

mention to those who were selected as follows:- 

 

Nathan Brown   100m 

Andrew Power  1500m, Triple Jump 

Lewis Pocock   Steeplechase 

Mollie Pepper  100m 

Joely Dearman  High Jump 

 

 

 

 

Rounders 
 

Well done to all girls who have shown great spirit in their rounders this Summer. Special 

mention to Years 7 & 8 who travelled to Taunton Academy and won their first game of 

the season. Fixtures after half term for all Years against local rival Castle, as well as 

the normal Central Venue League Tournaments.  

 

We have the Swimming Gala and Sports Day on the horizon as well as interhouse 

rounders and softball.  These events are always fiercely competitive and it’s anyone’s 

guess as to who will receive this year’s honours. 

  



 
 

And finally, a special mention to the Year 10 boys who were involved in winning the recent 

County Cup rugby final for Wellington. This is the second year running they have 

achieved this and we congratulate them on this fantastic achievement.  
 

Match report Wellington vs Taunton 

 

Wellington’s under 15s boys rugby team made history on Sunday 29th April when they 

became the first side in Wellington Rugby Club’s 144 year existence to retain a title, 

winning the Somerset Cup for the second year in succession, beating local rivals Taunton 

20-10 at a breezy Weston super Mare.  Nine Court Fields boys played their part in this 

victory including a try from Evan Greening and a conversion from Jonty Ogilvie. 

Wellington, for a lot of this first, were penned into their 22 by a relentless Taunton 

attack with big hits coming in. It seemed only a matter of time until Taunton would 

breach Wellington’s defence. Taunton had a chance to take the lead via a penalty right 

in front of the posts. They opted for a kick at the posts but somehow, the fly half hit 

the crossbar and it ricocheted back into play. 

Wellington scored a try via the number 8 barrelling over the line to score. The try was 

then converted by the fly half Jonty Ogilvie. When the first half was coming to a close 

Taunton scored a controversial try to make it 7-5 to Wellington. Again the kick missed 

the target, leaving Welly with their noses in front at the break 

Evan Greening’s try came early on in the second half to stretch Wellington’s lead.  A 

difficult angle and gusty conditions meant converting this try would be difficult. Despite 

this, Jonty put in maximum effort and the ball shaved the posts; unfortunately, not on 

the inside though. 12-5 to Wellington.  Jonty Ogilvie was subbed just as Wellington were 

given a penalty in front of the posts. So the new no.10 went for a kick at goal converting 

it to make it 15-5 to Wellington. Jack Higgs picked up a bouncing ball and made a run 

down the wing to then pop the ball off to the number 8 to score his second try and to 

make 20-5 to Wellington. The kick wasn’t converted. The game was almost over when 

Taunton pushed over the line for their second try of the game, the fly half missing again. 

 

Late in the game, the Wellington captain received 

a yellow card, reducing the team down to 14, but 

they held on, getting a final penalty, which the 

scrum half gleefully kicked out of play to bring an 

end to the match. The final whistle went and 

Wellington under 15s had made history in their 

town, and the celebrations could begin, once the 

cup had been awarded and all the players received 

their medals. 

 

The Court Field boys involved were Evan Greening, Jonty Ogilvie, Joshua Harper, Louie 

Justice, Benn Lowman, Jack Higgs, James Candia Massey, Archie Lang, Zac Monteiro. 
 

Mr Nicholls 



 
 

 
 

 

     

 

EVENTS COMING UP 
 
 

 

28.05.18 – 03.06.18  Half Term Holiday  

 

 

18.06.18 – 3.07.18   Year 10 PPEs 

 

 

11.06.18 – 22.06.18   Year 9 Maths/English/Science 

 

 

13.06.18    Summer Concert 19:00 – 21:00pm 

 

 

15.06.18     Leavers Assembly 

 

 

20:06:18    National Citizen Service Evening  

 

 

27.06.18    Year 9 Mop up vaccinations (HPV & Meningitis) 

 

 

26.06.18    Parent Forum 18:00 – 19:00pm 

 

 

28.06.18    Inset Day 

 

 

29.06.18    Inset Day 

 

 

29.06.18    Year 11 Prom 18:00 – 23:00pm 


