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The Spring term has been incredibly short and interrupted by ‘snow days’, which has 

been a challenge for our Year 11 students who have been working very hard for their 

PPE exams (mocks) with only 6 weeks to go before ‘exam season’ starts.  Students will 

be working hard over the Easter break but it is equally as important for them to get a 

break and rest, recharge their batteries and come back to school fresh to embrace 

the challenges ahead.  Teenagers should be getting 9-10 hours’ sleep a night, eating a 

healthy balanced diet to help concentration and focus and drinking plenty of water.   

 

All other Year groups will also be preparing for their end of year summer exams which 

start in May so we are delivering assemblies to support students in the ‘countdown’ 

process which starts 6 weeks prior to the start of their exams.  One of the key 

messages of these assemblies is that the best way to learn and apply information so 

that you remember it is by teaching someone else.  We retain 90% of the information 

this way.  Reading information in isolation from others will retain only 10% of 

information.  Parents and other family members are therefore a fabulous resource for 

our students, so please do encourage your child to ‘teach’ you the work they need to 

learn for these exams.  Ask your child for the key questions that they need to know 

the answers to and keep asking them every few days – this will really help your child 

succeed. 

 

We have been working on our Mission, Values and Vision statements with all students 

having the opportunity to contribute as some parents did – thank you for all your 

suggestion and comments.  Every tutor group discussed what values all of our 

community should live by and strive to achieve – values that we all believe in.  Peer 

Parliament have reflected and prioritised 5 core values for the CFS community.   

 

 

 

 



 
 

These are: 

 

 Integrity – doing what is morally right, honest and truthful 

 Respect – treating people and property with care and consideration – how you 

would want to be treated 

 Kindness – helping, supporting and caring for others 

 Resilience – not giving up, finding a solution, coping with difficulty, keep trying 

 Responsibility – taking control of your actions and behaviour 

We are just putting together the first draft of the mission and vision statements 

which I will share with you via the Parent Bulletin and would welcome feedback and 

comments.   

 

Peer Parliament is now working with me on student conduct, both in the classroom and 

around the school.  Peer Parliament is a group of 28 students – one from each tutor 

group – who represents their tutor group, bringing their ideas and suggestions that 

influence school growth and improvement. 

 

As always at the end of term there are some staff to say ‘goodbye’ to.  Mr Feehan is 

taking a break from teaching but will be back after Easter to finish his work with Year 

11.  Mrs Penberthy who many of you will have spoken to on reception has gone to join 

St John’s Primary School.  We welcome Ms Normanton to our English Department, Mrs 

Mires to our DT department and Mrs Miles to our Maths team.   

 

Have a wonderful Easter break.  It is such a privilege and pleasure to work with Court 

Fields students and parents so I look forward to the summer term and getting involved 

in all the superb learning and additional opportunities that we offer to build character 

as well as academic success. 

 

Rachael Bennett 

Headteacher 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Music 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Yasmine Qureshi who passed her Grade 5 Flute with Distinction. 

Yasmine performed 3 pieces including the famous Sicilienne by Faure, technical exercise 

and was tested in sight-reading and aural skills. She only dropped 8 marks achieving a 

fantastic 92 out of 100. Well Done! 

 

 

Mrs Chidgey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

English 

 

Look Who’s Talking 
 

Our Year 7 Ambassadors to the 3rd Annual ‘Look Who’s Talking’ Public Speaking Contest 

were setting the bar high at West Buckland Primary School. 

The competition, which was held on 7 February 2018, included several primary schools 

in the area and was led by Mr 

Steven Bate of West 

Buckland. 

Our four ambassadors were 

Nell Saunders, Stephanie 

Barter, Connor Tubb and Josh 

Moore. They all performed a 

poem to ‘kick off’ the 

competition. Josh even wrote 

his own piece entitled 

‘Together’, a poem written to 

engender understanding of 

autism. 

The primary students 

performed a poem and presented something that was important to them in their world. 

The evening’s events were wonderful and we should be proud of the stellar performances 

by our own Court Fields Team! 

 
 

Mrs Haeffner 



 
 

Science 
 

Court fields School hosted a fantastic STEM works day in conjunction with EDF on 

Wednesday 7th February.  The day involved 86 year 8 students working in teams to 

design and build the furthest travelling egg carry rocket! The students worked in teams 

of 5 and tested their designs before making adjustments.  Pictured below are the 

winning team, the groups where marked not only on how far the rocket travelled but also 

their design, presentation and team work.  The day focused on getting students engaged 

in problem solving ideas and possible future STEM carriers.     
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Miss Rawlinson 



 
 

Science Week 
 

Court Fields staff and students celebrated British Science week with a ‘Bang’.  During 

the week commencing Monday 12th March Students took part in exploration and 

discovery themed lessons, as well as tutor time activities and let’s not forgot the house 

rocket competition.  Students in Year 7 and 8 enjoyed some scientific whiz bang 

including holding fire.  Friday lunch saw the grand finale in the form of the rocket 

competition, which was won by Sapphire 6 with an impressive distance of 32.50m. 

 

Miss Rawlinson 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
History 

 

 
 
Year 7 students had their History lessons brought to life when they were visited by a 

Roman soldier! He arrived in the full battle dress of " 1st Century Heavy Armour". A 

talk about the life and duties of a soldier was followed by a question and answer session 

and the opportunity for students to examine the artefacts. 

 

 
    

Mr Latchford      
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

YEAR 11 PLYMOUTH UNIVERSITY VISIT 

  
  

On Wednesday the 7th March 36 students visited the University Of Plymouth for the 

day. The purpose of the visit was to raise aspirations, by inspiring more students to 

consider university and higher education. Students were put into groups, assigned 

campus tour guides and had a comprehensive tour of the University, as well as attending 

information sessions covering university life. Students were also treated to an 

interactive lecture in either science or art.  

  

Some students had already set their sights on University and had come along to see 

university life at first hand, but for most it was an opportunity to look at post 18 options 

and the implications of progressing into higher education. Comments from students who 

attended included   “I had a brilliant day. I was surprised how many people there were 

and how friendly everyone was. The media art activity was fun and the student 

ambassadors were really passionate. I was thinking about University but thought I 

wouldn't be able to go, this trip has proved to me that I can get a place at Uni. Really 

valuable experience.” Another said “I really enjoyed the science activity, I hadn’t hear 

of dietetics before. The tour showed me how different university was to what I thought 

it would be like. Another commented “It made me really want to go to Uni and the 

information on student life showed me it was achievable.” 

  

Pictured are Oli Beale taking part in the dietetic activity and students receiving talks in 

a lecture hall. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Miss Murphy 

 

 



 
 

Careers News 
 

College applications: All Year 11 students have now completed an application form for 

college, either as their main choice, or as a back-up plan. Many have had interviews by 

college staff and been offered conditional places starting September, and others should 

be getting their interview very soon. 

If any student would like further help or advice, or are worried that they have not been 

called for a college interview yet, then they should ask to see Mr Cowling. 

Apprenticeships: Students  who are keen on securing an apprenticeship when they leave 

school, rather than a full time college course should remember to regularly check the 

apprenticeship website www.apprenticeships.org.uk  - see Mr Cowling if you need any 

help. They should also be keeping a regular check on local newspapers for potential 

vacancies, as well as making contact with employers who may be prepared to consider 

taking on an apprentice. 
 

NCS (National Citizenship Service). 43 Year 11 students have signed up to take part in 

this exciting programme of activities lasting for 3 weeks during the summer. Court 

Fields School has been recognised for its commitment and support of NCS, receiving 

awards both nationally and locally from NCS.    
 

Year 11 West Point Arena - National Apprenticeship Show Visit 

On the 31st of January we accompanied a group of students to West Point Arena Exeter 

for the National Apprenticeship Show. This was a new event for us and gave the students 

a real hands on experience with lots of activities provided by Apprenticeship providers 

and the chance to ask those all-important Career focussed questions.  The hall was 

packed with many different apprenticeship providers, Army, EDF, Musgrove Park 

Hospital, Hinkley Point to name just a few. Many schools attended this event and all of 

our students found the visit to be extremely worthwhile in helping them to make the 

difficult Post 16 choices.  
 

Year 10s:  Many students have already secured their work experience placement for the 

week in July. Well done. There are also a number of students who are still making 

enquiries and contacting employers in an attempt to secure a placement. Well done to 

them too. Keep on working at it.  However, there are still a number who do not appear 

to have started the process yet. Time is going by very quickly – the deadline to get 

something sorted is 12/5/18. Don’t miss out on this really important opportunity. You 

will gain lots of valuable experience and skills, all of which are highly regarded by future 

employers, colleges and training providers. Spend some time in the Easter Holidays 

contacting employers from the work experience data base.  See Mr Cowling if you need 

any help.  

Year 10 Careers Interviews. Any student who would like to discuss their plans beyond 

Year 11 and the options that are available to them, should come to see Mr Cowling.  
 

Miss Murphy 

http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/


 
 

ITALY 2018 

 
 

A group of 30 students from Court Fields School were very fortunate to travel to Italy 

during February half term and enjoy fabulous skiing. We left school on Friday with a 

long journey ahead but with lots of excitement and anticipation on board! We travelled 

through the night and on Saturday started to see the fantastic mountains and loads of 

snow on our journey. 

By Saturday evening, we pulled into the drive of the Pension Peintner, Uttenheim, which 

was our home for the following week. It was all very welcoming and friendly. 

The next day was our first day of skiing, we skied the Italian resort of Ahrntal. There 

were quite a few nervous people but once everyone got started the nerves went really 

quickly. During the week we continued to ski Ahrntal for the first 4 days and then we 

moved to Kronplatz where we skied for the last 2 days. The snow was absolutely 

fantastic during the whole week and the sun was shining on most days! During the 

evenings we did lots of different activities including ice skating, bowling and a pizza 

evening, finishing on the last evening with a ski presentation. Lots of medals for everyone 

and cuddly dinosaurs for the winners were presented by the ski school. 

Everyone had a great week and we all couldn’t believe how fast the time had flown! 

Everywhere the students went, staff were told how amazing all the students had been. 

The trip was an incredible life experience which all the students and staff will always 

remember.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Robertson 



 
 

Football 
 
 

As the end of term approaches we look back on a short but packed term - if a little 

hampered by the Beasts from the East.  

 

That said, our football teams have competed well with Year 10s just missing out on a 

district final spot being beaten by a strong Castle Team in the semi-final. The Year 7s 

look a force to be reckoned with and have hardly lost a game in their recent CVL clashes 

with the local schools. We await the results from the finals day. 

 

We now look forward to the summer term and without doubt some better weather.  

 

Mr Nicholls 
 

 

Girls Football 
 

 

In a triangular tournament held at The Castle School, both the Year 7 & 8 Girls Football 

teams came away unbeaten, with each Year group playing The Castle School and 

Minehead Middle School twice. The Year 7s won all their games and the Year 8s drew 1 

and won 3. 

 
 

Year 7 Girls 

Back – Charlotte Ayers, Kenzie Norman, Naomi Southcott, Amber Finucane-Fenn 

Front – Bethan Chetland, Halle Watlin-Arnold, Ella Hartley, Emily Ayers 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

Year 8 Girls 

Back – Ula Malinowska, Izzy Webb, Rebecca Watt, Katiann Perry 

Front – Kaitlyn Mason, Brooke Aspin, Charlotte Ford, Elaine Robinson 

 

Mr Seaton 

 

 

  



 
 

 

Girls Netball 
 
 

It has been a mixed term for the girls’ netball as practices and games have unfortunately 

been disrupted by the weather.  We have managed to fit in fixtures against Castle and 

Kingsmead for Year 7 and 8 girls between the snow and rain.  Year 7s have been looking 

strong and have managed to win or draw all of their games.  The Year 7 Central Venue 

League tournament has been rearranged for after Easter.   

The Year 10 netball team have had their fixtures cancelled so are taking on the 

staff in a match which no-one will want to lose!  

 

Next term we look forward to 

Rounders, tennis and athletics 

practices.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Lees 

 

  



 
 

Year 10 Vs Staff Netball Match 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Year 10 Netball team had their fixtures cancelled due to poor weather conditions 

but were keen for a fixture to put their Netball skills to the test.  So, step forward 

Court Fields Staff Team.   

 

The game was fast and competitive and, after a crash course in the Netball rules, the 

staff managed to hold their own against a very quick Year 10 team.  The final score 

was 12-5 to staff.  It was thoroughly enjoyed by all, although some staff were 

suffering the next day having used some new muscles they didn't realise they had!   

 

A new challenge has been issued which may see the teams meet again in the summer 

term for Rounders 

 

Mrs Lees 

 



 
 

Sports Leadership at Court Fields 

 
As always our Sports Leaders have been very busy working with our Primary Schools 

providing them with sports festivals and competitions.  We have held a Year 2 and a 

Year 3 festival at Court 

Fields which has involved over 

350 primary children and 45 

Sports Leaders from Years 7-

9.  The Leaders have done a 

fantastic job on enthusing the 

younger children to be 

physically active by leading 

them in games, challenges and 

mini competitions.  A smaller 

number of Sports Leaders 

from Year 7-10 have given up 

their own time to 

umpire, officiate and host 

Year 6 Central Venue League 

Netball tournaments.  All leaders have shown great responsibility in their roles and 

have been complimented on numerous occasions by the visiting primary staff and 

children.  Well done to all involved.   

 

 
 

 

Mrs Lees 
 
 



 
 

INTER HOUSE SPRING TERM 

Again it has been great seeing all the student participate for their Houses within the 

Inter House Competition this term.  

This term has seen Inter House Football, Basketball and Rocket Competition being 

competed for. 

The football competition saw all Year groups compete both boys and girls in separate 

competitions which were add up for an overall winner. This year’s Inter House Football 

winners were Ruby House. 

1St - Ruby 

2nd - Sapphire 

3rd - Emerald 

4th - Topaz 

In the Basketball competition after several postponement due to weather and the 

final games being played in the last week of term the overall winner was Emerald 

House  

1st - Emerald 

2nd Topaz 

2nd Sapphire 

4th - Ruby 

With the House Cup running from Easter to Easter. These are the last results in for 

the final placing. 

After over 15 event the House Cup this year was very close but the outright winner of 

the 2018 Court Field House Cup goes to: 

 

 

 

The House Cup presentation took place during our end of term whole school assembly 

on Friday 23rd March.  

Well done to all students who participated in this year’s House Cup. 

 

Mr Seaton  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 Art Trip – The National 

art Gallery and the Tate Gallery 

All of us thoroughly enjoyed the trip to 

the London art galleries recently, which 

is a big part of our GCSE Art, Design 

and Craft coursework.  

“We looked at lots of different styles of 

art pieces and also sculptures. The 

paintings were made with many different 

media e.g.  Oil paints, Acrylic and the 

styles also varied such as Pointillism and 

Cubism. We sketched three different 

studies from three different rooms in 

each gallery. We also took pictures of 

the buildings that we saw whilst 

travelling on the coach through London, 

as well as the art in the galleries. Now, 

back in school we will think about ways to 

interpret the art (styles, techniques) 

into our own personal work in our 

sketchbooks and final pieces." 

  

  

Ellie Styles & Bethany Blight  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Year 9 MFL “Memrise” Competition 
 

Towards the end of term, the Modern Foreign Languages department held a competition 

for Year 9 students involving the “Memrise” vocabulary-learning app. This is a powerful 

and motivating resource where students earn points for the number of foreign-language 

words that they can successfully remember. There were Easter eggs on offer for those 

students achieving the highest score during a specified period of time. The overall 

winner was Yasmine, with runners-up Grace, Renée, Célia, Lewis and Andrew. 

 

Well done to everyone who took part!  

 

Mr Piper 

  



 
 

 

Language Leaders 
 

 

 

On the 20th of March Court Fields School’s Language Leaders visited St John’s Primary 

School to teach Year 5 students French. The students participated in a plethora of 

activities consisting of pronunciation skills and other enjoyable games.  

The children were very engaged with their learning and they are looking forward to 

learning French at Secondary school. 

The Language Leaders would like to thank 

Mrs Roberts for allowing us the chance to teach the students and they would also like 

to thank Mrs Payne for organising this learning and teaching experience. 

 

 

Mrs Payne 

  



 
 

 

Tomorrow’s Teachers 
 
 

 

Students as young as 14 

are being fast-tracked to 

become exceptional 

teachers of the future.  

Some 20 high-achieving 

pupils including those at 

Court Fields School are 

being identified as 

potential high level 

teachers. 

They have become part of 

a new Tomorrow’s 

Teachers scheme of 

teaching excellence. 

The exciting visionary 

'Tomorrow's Teachers' scheme will help to combat a national shortage of teachers in 

key subjects, which has also had an impact in Somerset. 

The scheme identifies local students with a passion and skill for teaching, and puts 

them on an in-depth programme throughout Years 10 and 11 so that they can find out 

more about the profession and the skills required to be a great teacher.  

 

 

 
 

Mr Warrender 



 
 

 

 

EVENTS COMING UP 
 
 
 

 
23.03.18   Students break up for Easter 

 

 

23.03.18 – 06.04.18  Easter Holidays  

 

 

09.04.18   Students return to school 

09.04.18   Year 9 Progress Reports to Parents 

12.04.18   Year 11 Parents Evening (selected students) 4.30 – 7.00pm 

 

16.04.18 -20.04. 18  Madagascar Fundraising Week 

 

18.04.18   Madagascar’s Got Talent 7.00pm 

20.04.18   Cake Sale (break) 

20.04.18   Non-uniform Day 20.04.18    

20.0418   Sponsored Monument Walk after school 

 

26.04.18   Year 8 Parents Evening 4.30 – 7.00pm 

30.04.18   Year 7 Progress Reports to parents 

03.05.18   Year 11 Art Exam 

04.05.18   Year 11 Art Exam 

07.05.18   Bank Holiday 

10.05.18   Year 7 Parents’ Evening 4.30 – 7.00pm 

 

28.05.18 – 03.06.18  HALF-TERM HOLIDAY 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


