
July 2019 

 

School Transport - 508 Howard Snaiths Service to St Thomas More Catholic School, Blaydon 

 

Dear Parent(s) / Guardian(s) 

 

We have been notified that the private 508 Howard Snaiths bus service running from Whetstone Bridge                

Road, Hexham to St Thomas More Catholic School will cease to run in the next academic year (2019 / 2020.)  

 

The Northumberland Local Authority will provide transport for students attending a school out of the               

catchment area, when the parent has expressed a preference for their child to be educated at a school with                   

a particular ethos, because they adhere to a particular faith. Transport will only be provided to the nearest                  

faith school to home, provided that it is the faith to which the parent adheres and that such religious                   

education is not available within the catchment school. For Catholic children in Northumberland, St Thomas               

More School is the nearest faith school at Year 7 for Prudhoe, and at Year 9 for Hexham. These services are                     

the 550 and 551.  

 

Although Northumberland County Council are unable to increase the capacity of these buses, or offer               

children who do not qualify for the free school transport a seat on these buses, they may be able to                    

consider offering children any spare seats on these buses for the concessionary charge of £120 per term.                 

Unfortunately, the allocation of spare seats on the 550 and 551 will depend on the loadings of these two                   

buses in September 2019 and the availability of a seat cannot be guaranteed. Therefore, if you wish to                  

make an application for a concessionary seat on the 550 or 551, we would recommend you do this as soon                    

as possible as seats are allocated on a ‘first come, first served’ basis. In line with the Council’s Concessionary                   

Travel Scheme and Home to School Transport Policy, the allocation of any spare seats could not be                 

considered until late September, and there is a possibility that concessionary seats can be withdrawn.  

  

In terms of public transport, the Tyne Valley 10 Service runs from Hexham Bus Station, through Riding Mill,                  

Stocksfield and Prudhoe to Blaydon Bus Station at various times throughout the day. It could also be                 

possible to take a train from Hexham through Riding Mill, Stocksfield and Prudhoe to Blaydon.  

 

Further information and timetables for public transport available for students who are unable to use the                

550 and 551 bus services can be found on the Go North East website and the Northern Railway website.  
 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Mr J Parkinson 

Head Teacher 

 

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/NorthumberlandCountyCouncil/media/Roads-streets-and-transport/Public%20transport/Bus%20travel/Concessionary-Travel-Scheme-2018-19-doc-PDF.pdf
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/NorthumberlandCountyCouncil/media/Roads-streets-and-transport/Public%20transport/Bus%20travel/Concessionary-Travel-Scheme-2018-19-doc-PDF.pdf
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/NorthumberlandCountyCouncil/media/Document-store/School%20Transport/Mainstream-Pre-16-School-Transport-Policy-September-2014-1-Updated-26-11-18-PDF.pdf
https://www.gonortheast.co.uk/
https://www.northernrailway.co.uk/

