
The Teaching of Reading and Phonics at SS Peter and Paul 

The teaching and enjoyment of reading has a high profile at SS 
Peter and Paul because we know it is central to lifelong learning 
and promotes well-being. Our outcomes show that we teach 
reading well. We involve the children in choosing the reading 
material, we have special roles for newly elected Reading Council 
and we look for varied ways to engage parents to support reading 
progress at home. Here is an overview of the teaching of reading 
and phonics at our school.  
 
Phonics at SS Peter and Paul  
RWI (Read Write Inc) is a Phonics Programme used at SS Peter and Paul to teach 
phonic skills needed to access reading quickly in the early stages. 
  
The five underlying principles (5 Ps) of RWI. 
 
Pace - For the pace of lessons to be energetic, lively and motivating so that there is 
no time wasted and all pupils are involved in the lesson. 
  
Praise - Pupils are continually praised for what they do particularly praising effective 
partner work using the visual praise prompts displayed in classrooms. 
  
Purpose - Each activity has a clear purpose. The teacher makes this clear through 
modelling and thinking out loud and follows the daily reading and writing focuses in 
the RWI handbook. 
  
Participation - ALL pupils take part in ALL of the lesson. Full participation is gained 
through coral work – my turn, your turn – and partner work. 
  
Passion - Teachers being passionate in their delivery of RWI. 
  
SS Peter and Paul uses RWI Phonics to enable pupils to read as quickly as possible 
so that they will be able to read a range of books that will expand their vocabulary. 
Most pupils should have completed the programme by the end of Year 1 when pupils 
take the phonics screening check. Some pupils will continue to learn phonics in Year 
2 or beyond, until they have mastered the skills needed to blend sounds to read. 
The RWI programme is divided into three sections which starts when pupils enter 
school. 
 
Speed Sounds Set 1 - Blending and segmenting sounds: m a s d t i n p g o c k u b f 
e l h sh r j v y w th z ch q u x ng nk 
  
Speed Sounds Set 2 - Vowel graphemes: ay ee igh ow oo o oar or air ir ou oy 
 
Speed Sounds Set 3 - Alternative vowel graphemes: a-e ea i-e o-e u-e ur er oa ai 
ew ire ear ure 
 
Developing Skills 
Phonics and Spelling 
  
Children will still need to use their phonic skills to tackle new or unknown words but 
they will also be learning about spelling patterns and rules, too, so that they have a 
wider range of tools to use when they get stuck. 
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Want to know more about phonics?  
  
Not sure how to pronounce the sounds? 
Help your child to learn phonic sounds as pure sounds – sss not suh. Be aware that 
some sounds, like ‘sh’ in shop is one sound but two letters. When your child can 
break a word into its sounds to read it, then encourage them to write it out too. 
  
  
 
 
 
Play Games 
  
Use phonic flashcards to help children to read letter sounds and blend them together 
to read words. Use flashcards that encourage play to help your child to learn tricky 
words by sight. Tricky words are those words that cannot be worked out by 
sounding out – like 'said'. 
 
Many games are really useful for developing the skills that children need as 
developing readers. You probably already have a host of really useful games in the 
cupboard, so dig out the Scrabble, Bananagrams, Boggle or a crossword, to name 
just a few. 
 
Want more fun ideas to try? 
 
Reading 
The Oxford Reading Tree is the reading scheme used by the whole school. This is a 
levelled reading scheme that children progress through. At SS Peter and Paul we 
have supplemented this reading scheme with other reading books matched to the 
same level of difficulty. 
  
Sight vocabulary is needed in order to access reading.  Most children can learn about 
100 of these words by memory through the use of flashcards.  They learn these by 
the shape and length of the word.  These are the high frequency words which are 
colour coded white, purple, green, light blue, dark blue, red, yellow and orange for 
stages 1 to 6 of the ORT respectively. They are also amongst the red words for 
RWI.  Many of the high frequency words in ORT, the first 100 HF words used for 
spellings and RWI overlap; those that do not should easily be read once children are 
progressing through the Speed Sounds for RWI.  There a number of red words in the 
RWI sight words that are additional to the ORT words (walk, talk, watch, small, tall, 
bought, caught, thought, through, over, why, who, whole, father, other, worse, 
wear, buy, anyone, any, does, mother, great, love, son, by). 
  
Pre-Reading Skills 
These are needed in order for children to succeed quickly when first learning to 
read.  A list of these is available in Year 1.  Children who are finding it difficult to 
learn sight words may need individualised work to help acquire these skills. 
  
General Guidance for Progression through the Reading Scheme 
On average children should read approximately three Stages of the ORT scheme a 
year. 
  
Foundation to read Oxford Reading Tree Stage 1 – 3    
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Year 1 to read Stage 4 – 6 
  
Year 2 to read Stage 7 -10 
  
Year 3 to read Stage 11 - 12 
  
To continue to develop reading proficiency and enjoyment at SS Peter and Paul we 
raise pupils’ confidence in reading longer and different styles of texts from our class 
libraries. New texts for class libraries are chosen by the pupils with the support of 
our Reading Council.   
 
Reading for Pleasure  
At SS Peter and Paul we also know how important reading for pleasure is; we have 
dedicated time on our timetable to ensure that children have the opportunity to hear 
books being read to them. Some of our pupils explained what Reading for Pleasure 
means to them:  
“Reading for Pleasure helps me to feel calm.”  
“It helps me to learn English.”  
“It teaches us new vocabulary that we can put into our writing to make it better.”  
“It helps my imagination.” 
“It makes me feel relaxed after doing work.” 
“It helps me to learn new words.”  
“If you read a book, you release your creativity.”  
“Reading for Pleasure takes me into a different world.”  
“It develops our mind in a fun way.”  
 
Studies show that children who read for pleasure and have a positive attitude 
towards reading have higher levels of attainment and personal development, 
according to the DfE's report on reading for pleasure. 
 
  
Special Events that Celebrate Reading at SS Peter and Paul  

We provide varied opportunity to develop a love of reading. This year for example 
we have held Story telling workshops, hosted our annual Book Quiz and taken part 
in an inter-school Book Competition. We celebrate World Book Day and Roald Dahl 
Day, and we run a Book Fair at least once per academic year where pupils can 
purchase quality texts.  


